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Meeting 2017 January 23 

COUNCIL REPORT 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

HIS WORSHIP, THE MAYOR 
AND COUNCILLORS 

SUBJECT: METRO VANCOUVER'S RATEOURHOME.CA CAMPAIGN 

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. THAT Council receive this report for information. 

REPORT 

The Environment Committee, at its meeting held on 2017 January 17, received and 
adopted the attached report providing information about Metro Vancouver's 
RateOurHome.ca campaign. 

Copied to: City Manager 
Director Plannln 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Councillor A. Kang 
Chair 

Councillor S. Dhaliwal 
Vice Chair 

Councillor P. Calendino 
Member 
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• ~ City of 
~Burnaby 

Meeting 2017 Jail 17 

TO: 

FROM: 

CHAIR AND MEMBERS 
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

DIRECTOR PLANNING AND BUILDING 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

DATE: 2017 January 6 

FILE: 39000 01 
Reference: Energy COllservation 

SUBJECT: METRO VANCOUVER'S RATEOURHOME.CA CAMPAIGN 

PURPOSE: To provide information about Metro Vancouver's RateOurHome.ca campaign, as 
requested by the Environment Committee. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. THAT the Environment Committee receive this report for information. 

REPORT 
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At its meeting on 2016 November 8 the Environment Committee requested a report to 0 
summarize the Metro Vancouver RateOurHome.ca Campaign. This report responds to that 
request. 

1.0 BACKGROUND 

As noted in the Metro Vancouver Climate Action Committee report dated 2016 July 6, provided 
to the Environment Committee on the 2016 November 8 agenda, the RateOurHome.ca campaign 
began as a pilot project in 2015 to promote energy labeling as a means to help raise awareness of 
the energy performance of a building. Results of the pilot project were positive and were used to 
further focus and brand the campaign. The full RateOurHome.ca campaign was subsequently 
formally launched in October 2016, and Metro Vancouver has requested that member 
municipalities assist in promoting the campaign. 

2.0 OVERVIEW OF THE RATEOURHOME.CA CAMPAIGN 

The RateOurHome.ca campaign promotes home energy labeling, targeting three main groups: 
home owners, prospective home buyers and builders and developers. The campaign relies on the 
well-established Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) EnerGuide labeling system 1, which assigns 
an energy rating based upon an assessment by a certilied energy advisor. The rating indicates a 
home's energy efliciency compared to a "typical" house of similar type/size, thus providing 
more information for a potential home buyer. Home owners who have an energy label for their 

I Sec also: hllp://www.nrcan.gc.ca/encrgy/cnicicncy/hQusjnglncw-homcs15035 
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Re: Metro VancolIVer's RateOurHollle.ca Campaign 
1017 January 6 ...................................................... Page 2 

home can opt to have their home included in the map-based inventory on the RateOurHome.ca 
website. A copy of the campaign's brochure is provided in Attachlllent 1, and the materials and 
map-based inventory can be viewed at www.RateOurHome.ca. 

3.0 ALIGNMENT WITH BURNABY'S CEEP AND ESS 

The RateOurHome.ca campaign is consistent with the goals and targets of Burnaby's 
Community Energy and Emissions Plan (CEEP), approved by Council on 2016 November 7, 
which aims to reduce energy use and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in the community. 
SpecificaIly, the CEEP includes the following strategy under the Build goal of "Buildings and 
infrastructure that have a positive impact on the environment": 

Build C3.3. Develop policies and programs 10 meaSZlre and communicate how 
much energy a bUilding uses, for example using energy audits and EnerGuide 
labels and/or building benchmarking. 

Furthermore, Burnaby's Environmental Sustainability Strategy (ESS), also approved by Council 
on 2016 November 7, includes broader supporting strategies under the Build and Breathe goals, 
to reduce GHG's from buildings. 

3.1 Promotion of the RateOurHome.c:a Campaign 

o The City of Burnaby web page provides resources and tips for how citizens can take action to 
support the ESS and CEEP, located at www.burnaby.caless+vou.AlinktotheRateOurHome.ca 
campaign has been included under the "Build" section of this page, under the "Conserve Energy 
at Home" drop-down menu. As part of the implementation of the ESS and CEEP, staff will 
further consider opportunities to co-promote the Metro Vancouver campaign. 

4.0 CONCLUSION 

In summary, the RateOurHome.ca campaign is a voluntary campaign aimed at promoting home 
energy labeling to encourage improved energy efficiency. The campaign supports both Metro 
Vancouver's and the City of Burnaby's policies and targets for reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions. The campaign is being promoted through the ESS webpage supporting citizen action, 
and further opportunities for promotion wiII be considered as they arise. 

~~ {"a:-~letier, Director 
PLANNING AND BUILDING 

LT:sa 
Atlacl""elll 
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ATIACHMENT 1: RATEOURHOME.CA BROCHURE 

Have an EnerGulde IlIled home 
yoa l13li110 fealure? 
AI.)OII' _, soIlIIf Of 1i5I"'i aR!lnllooklng 
kif more I!lPOSUfe for an EnerGuide rated home? 
We can hetp. 

RatcOulHom •. <.1 would IiI<e 10 hoIp I'>U ..
\'1M property on our searthablc map "" FREE. 

I! any tak8s 5 minulos 10 sian up. Make sure 
you hiM! your EnerGtJlde repOI\ in hand. 

Onte posIed online, anyone can """ you. 
proper1y'5 Enc:rGuidt: RaUng on ..... dlallle map. 

FeatwM Include: 

, Unk to the property IrsIrnB page 01 you. choICe 

• Unk 10 builder website 

• 0Isr>IaY 01_. ho .... """'ID' "'~ted 
certllleallom (e.g., ENEnGY STAR") 

• EnerGuide dola displayed, includioB raled -IllY"', greenhouse """, and on'slID 
rClle\IHIbles 

• AtliIitY 10 search by house Jype, 
U1erGuIdc rallnS. bUId<t, and .... 

• RateOurHome.ca wi' be promoIed in 
tho Metro YilJlCotNeI ragon stBltinB In 
111. Fan 012016 

o o 

metrovancouver 

Rate~ 
OUBHOMEca 
IH~K"W\TH I!NI!II(iUlDll 

w UrMCn AND WlITlONC mR A WAllE Rl~1ON 
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Why home enefEY labellln(? 
Our home is Hkety the b:aCsr purchase we , ... 11 
eve< make. and ye! \hc<e are some 1l1ing!;'''' 
can' see when deciding which home to bUy. like 
energy use and costs. Home energy labels lell 
us how energy emelem a home I!.. hn'll e!rot;"n! 
If (outl become. and how it compares to olflet 
5'milar homes, 

What is EnerGuide? 
EnerGuide Is 3 r.ling system developed by 
Ihe canadian gQYCrnment to rate the ener&), 
use rI. Yaroo. products. You've proo.bty ~n 
I on YOUf new car or appliance. n's atso 
avallab,(! for hou .... 

A home EnerGuide labet telts you: 

• How milch energy the hDr.lC is raled 10 use 

, How mueh er."BY the \"orne """,'<I use II bult 
to moet \he ellCttY requirements 01 Cooada's 
National BUlkJing Code 

• How much energy Ihe home IS rated 10 use for 
healing. hot waler, clc. 

.. Hail much weenhouse gas emisSions come 
Irom the homc's enerw "'" 

You can ge: an EnerGuide taUng lor, most SlIlG,Ie 
lamily home. duplex, tnpte •• quadplex or grounLI· 
oriented lowrrone (te.s tMn 4 stories tall). 

To 000&<. ~:'\ tr.a!CUlde hOtne uv.J lc:lhon fl(M, 

• ..... 1 RaleOurHorr.e,ca 

o 

1-- 1 at ~,UI~ 
r.,."" .... c ... ,. o.~ u~ -
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Why care about home ener(Y? 
Energy elrcienl horn6: 

• Ive he.1l1hier wUh he:het Nl(Inor air quality 

• Have fewer moisture and humldrty issues. 
such 45 mould and mildew 

• Are ffiUfC comforlab'c With r~, drafts 
and cokJ spots 

• DcIIVCf 1c1~. more predlclr1b&e energ)' 
btll$ and 1t."Ss ene'RY wasle 

• Are quieter and betlcr 1M~lated 'rom 
outSIde norSe 

• H~ a smal~r envitonmen::allootptint 

What Is RalaOurHome.ca? 
TM YoIlIlsite "",JIdcs information on tile EnerGlJIde 
Raling System. incIud''t!: 

• General inlonnalion on [ne:Gutde (Ot horrlc$ 

• Inlormatlon for home buyI!fS on "'hy 
EnerGuidc nla!lers and h:rN It compares to a 
home Inspection 

, tnf",malion for home sellers on how 
Ene!Guide can ~ .. tp you sci ywr home 

• information lot hullders on 00w 10 leverage 
Enc!Guide lor 0011 ... markelab lilY 

• Searchallie map 10 ~ and compare 
EnerGuide raled hornes 
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