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TO: CITY MANAGER DATE: January 12, 2010 
 
FROM: DIRECTOR PARKS, RECREATION & 

CULTURAL SERVICES 
  

 
SUBJECT: 2010 CANARY SOAPBOX DERBY 
 
PURPOSE: To seek approval for the road closures for the 2010 Canary Soapbox Derby. 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 

1. THAT Council approve the road closure, as discussed in this report. 
 
2. THAT the coordinator of the event, Stephanie Price, 25 – 788 West 15th Avenue, 

Vancouver, BC  V5Z 1R5 be sent a copy of this report. 
 

3. THAT the operator of Silent Waters Ltd. (Deer Lake Boat Rentals), Damien Liu , 
5435 Sperling Avenue, Burnaby, BC  V5E 2T2 be sent a copy of this report. 

 
 

REPORT 
 
INTRODUCTION  
 
A request to use City streets for the third annual 2010 Canary Soapbox Derby on 2010 
September 25 from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm has been received from Stephanie Price of the Canary 
Foundation (Attachment #1).  The event would require the closure of Deer Lake Drive and 
Sperling Avenue adjacent to Deer Lake Park. The races would run from 11:00 am – 4:00 pm. 
Leading technology companies will build soapbox derby cars and then race them down Deer 
Lake Drive.  There will be children’s entertainment and awards for the fastest soap box and most 
stylish one.  Money raised will go to the Canary Foundation, which is dedicated to funding early 
cancer detection and intervention.  The Canary Foundation works in conjunction with the BC 
Cancer Foundation, supporting research at BC Cancer Agency.  The event was a huge success at 
this location last year with local resident support and involvement. (Attachment #2) 
 
ROAD CLOSURE 
 
The road closure would encompass Deer Lake Drive and Sperling Avenue adjacent to the Deer 
Lake Park from 9:00 am to approximately 4:00 pm.  Organizers will provide a letter to all 
affected residents by the end of August that will be impacted by the road closure. The organizers 
will have designated volunteers manning the road barricades at the top of Deer Lake Drive and 
the bottom of Sperling Avenue with access available for all local residents and Deer Lake Boat 
Rentals during the entire event.   
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Access to and from the parking lot at Deer Lake will be open to all via the north gate and the 
south gate will be closed to the public.  The park beside Deer Lake Boat Rentals will be used for 
the event. 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
City staff are satisfied that the proposed road closure as outlined is practicable.  In accordance 
with the Street & Traffic Bylaw, Council approval is required for the derby. 
 
The organizers are aware that Council approval for road closure is subject to the following 
conditions: 
 

1. That the road closure be conducted under the supervision of one person as Marshall 
or organizer. 

 
2. That all participants be instructed to respect the rights and property of the individuals 

encountered en route. 
 
3. That the road closure be covered with liability insurance in the minimum amount of 

$5 million with the City of Burnaby named as co-insured, and that the insurance 
policy include a 30 day cancellation notice and a cross liability clause. 

 
4. That the barricades be manned by volunteers for the entire length of the road closure. 

 
5. That the organizers provide a letter to all affected businesses and residents that will be 

impacted by the road closure. 
 
 
The Engineering Department concurs with this report. 
 

 
Dave Ellenwood 
DIRECTOR PARKS, RECREATION & CULTURAL SERVICES 
 
DE:km 
P:\Admin..\CC\PK-2010canarysoapboxderby.doc 
 
Copied to: RCMP – OIC Burnaby Detachment - Supt. Rick Taylor  
   Director of Engineering 
   Director Finance 
   Fire Chief - Bob Cook 
   BC Ambulance - Carlisa Hampton - Special Operations 
   #302 - 2755 Virtual Way, Vancouver, BC  V5M 4X6 
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