
Meeting 2010 January 18

 

COUNCIL REPORT

 
 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 
 
HIS WORSHIP, THE MAYOR 
AND COUNCILLORS 
 
 
SUBJECT: BOULEVARD TREES – 635 CLARE AVENUE 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1.      THAT  Council receive this report for information. 

2.      THAT  a copy of this report be sent to Paolo Sacilotto, Gabriella Sacilotto and Dario 
Sacilotto, 635 Clare Avenue, Burnaby. 

 
 

REPORT 
 
The Environment Committee, at its meeting held on 2010 January 12, received and adopted the 
attached report responding to the concerns raised by the Sacilotto family regarding Red Maple 
trees on the boulevard adjacent to their property. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Councillor D. Johnston 
Chair 
 
Councillor S. Dhaliwal 
Vice Chair 
 
Councillor A. Kang 
Member 

 
 
Copied to: City Manager 

Director Parks, Recr. & Cult. Services 
Director Engineering 

 



Meeting 2010 Jan 12

 

COMMITTEE REPORT

 
TO: CHAIR AND MEMBERS 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
DATE: 2010 January 05 

 
FROM: DIRECTOR PARKS, RECREATION & 

CULTURAL SERVICES 
  

 
SUBJECT: BOULEVARD TREES - 635 CLARE AVENUE 
 
PURPOSE: To respond to the concerns raised by the Sacilotto family regarding Red Maple 

trees on the boulevard adjacent to their property. 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1.      THAT  this report be received for information. 

2.      THAT  a copy of this report be sent to Paolo Sacilotto, Gabriella Sacilotto and Dario 
Sacilotto, 635 Clare Avenue, Burnaby. 

 
 

REPORT 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The Sacilotto family appeared as a delegation at the 2009 December 09 meeting expressing 
concerns about four maple trees located on the City boulevard along the north side of their 
house.  Items noted in the presentation included a change in soil conditions, root growth in storm 
drains and potential property damage from the trees resulting from a wind storm. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Red Maple trees on the boulevard are approximately 30 years old.  Staff have attended and 
done work on these trees for the last number of years at the request of the Sacilotto’s.  A brief 
history is listed below: 
 
2005 February 15 - Call requesting trees to be topped. 
 - Forestry staff removed lower branches and pruned areas. 
 
2005 June 10 - Call requesting trees to be pruned. 
 - Forestry staff advised work was done earlier in the year. 
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2006 June 13 - Call requesting work to be done on trees. 
 - Forestry staff inspected and trimmed trees. 
 
2007 June 13 - Visit to City Hall about trees. 
 - Forestry staff attended, trimmed trees, added soil over roots on boulevard 
  and put grass seed down. 
 
2007 July 18 - Call to Forestry Supervisor. 
 - Complaint that Forestry crew did not cut off full branches. 
 
2008 November 26 - Call to Forestry requesting trees to be trimmed in order for garbage trucks 
  to get by. 

- Forestry staff inspected the site and found the trees meet or exceed 
  requirements. 
 
2009 August 18 - Call to Forestry requesting tree pruning. 
 - Forestry staff pruned trees and removed shoots at lower levels. 
 
Red Maples are also planted along Venables Street from Boundary Road to Willingdon and in 
the 4400 and 4500 block of Frances.  These trees are an appropriate species for boulevard 
locations and staff have received routine pruning requests with minimal calls about root 
problems.  Most roots from these trees have their root system within the first 12 inches of soil 
unless there is an easily accessible underground water source such as an underground spring. 
 
TREE MANAGEMENT POLICY 
 
In keeping with the City’s Boulevard Tree Management Policy, staff representatives met with the 
Sacilotto family at their residence to go over their concerns.  In addition, Forestry staff requested 
an independent report from Bartlett Tree Experts Canada Ltd. on the Boulevard trees at this 
location.  A summary of their report is provided below with their full report included as 
Attachment #1. 
 
The trees are healthy with a low risk of failure due to wind conditions.  There is no evidence of 
root damage to either the sidewalk, retaining wall or the driveway.  The Red Maples provide a 
visual value to the landscape and are far enough away from the house to not cause damage to the 
foundations.  This tree species does not have a root system that grows roots thicker than one inch 
diameter beyond the tree canopy.  Red Maples do not inhibit the growth of other plants on turf 
grass. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The Sacilotto family has expressed concern over the condition of their garden, their lawn areas 
and the potential for damage from the trees due to failure in windy conditions. 
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Over the past few years, staff have responded to the Sacilotto’s requests for tree work, reviewed 
the overall situation and engaged the services of an independent arborist to resolve the situation. 
 
Based on the independent assessment and the work done by Forestry staff over the last few 
years, there is no further work required at this time.  Staff will monitor the situation over the next 
few years and if the conditions deteriorate, could consider a root barrier or further tree work. 
 
 

 
Dave Ellenwood 
DIRECTOR PARKS, RECREATION & CULTURAL SERVICES 
 
DH:tc 
Attachment 
P:\ADMIN\TC\DATA\WP\DH\BOULEVARD TREES - 635 CLARE AVE 
 
Copied to: City Manager 

Director Engineering 
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