
 

Meeting 2010 March 15

 

COMMITTEE REPORT

 
TO: HIS WORSHIP, THE MAYOR DATE: 2010 MARCH 10 
 AND COUNCILLORS 

 
FROM: KUSHIRO CUP SELECTION COMMITTEE 
 
SUBJECT: 2009 OUTSTANDING CITIZEN OF THE YEAR – CHRIS HILDRED 
 
   
 

RECOMMENDATION:
  

1.   THAT this report be received for information purposes. 
  
 
                                                                   R E P O R T
  
Burnaby City Council, at the ‘Closed’ Council meeting held on 2010 March 08, adopted the 
recommendation of the Kushiro Cup Selection Committee that Chris Hildred receive the Kushiro 
Cup as Burnaby’s 2009 Outstanding Citizen of the Year and that the presentation be made at the 
City Appreciation Dinner. 
 
Nominations for Burnaby's 2009 Outstanding Citizen of the Year were invited through 
advertisements in The News Leader and the Burnaby Now newspapers. 
  
The Kushiro Cup Selection Committee, at its meeting held on 2010 February 25, received and 
reviewed nominations submitted in 2009 and 2008.  The Committee noted that all nominees 
were worthy of Council’s consideration as they have all contributed a tremendous amount of 
their time and their talents for the betterment of the community. 
 
2009 Outstanding Citizen of the Year
  
The Kushiro Cup Selection Committee recommended Mr. Chris Hildred as the recipient of the 
Kushiro Cup as the 2009 Outstanding Citizen of the Year for his active volunteerism promoting 
community policing and public safety in the City of Burnaby. 
 
Chris Hildred was nominated by the Officer In Charge of the RCMP on behalf of the members, 
staff and volunteers of the Burnaby RCMP Detachment for his involvement in the community, 
particularly in the areas of safety and crime prevention.  Chris Hildred has lived in Burnaby since 
1968. He has spent 20 years as a Block Watch Captain and is now an area coordinator. Since 
1996, Chris has been involved with the Southwest District Community Consultative Group, 
spending seven years as the Group’s Chair or Co-Chair. For several years he also volunteered at 
the Front Counter of the Southwest Community Police Office.    
 
Mr. Chris Hildred is always on the lookout for new ways to enhance Community Policing within 
the City of Burnaby.  
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Chris introduced a successful U.S. based Pedestrian Safety Program call “Feet First” to Burnaby, 
in cooperation with a local senior’s centre, I.C.B.C. and the Southwest Community Police Office 
Community Consultative Group.  For four years he was a Director of the Burnaby Crime 
Prevention Society and spent two years as Vice-Chair. Mr. Hildred was also the founder of the 
Speedwatch Program in Burnaby and has been coordinating the Program and training volunteers 
for the Southwest District for the past six years. In all four of the Community Policing Districts 
in Burnaby, he indentified sites to set up the Speedwatch program, liaised with the RCMP, and 
reported the results to the community through the City of Burnaby’s Community Policing 
Committee. Chris is also a regular participant at the Community Policing Offices’ South 
Burnaby and North Burnaby Public Safety Forums, an annual public education event on crime 
prevention. 
 
In 2002, Chris was instrumental as the founder of the Business Watch Program; he knocked on 
the doors of 3,500 businesses in order to provide information on the program, on local crime 
trends and to provide information on services available at the local Community Police Offices. 
 
Mr. Hildred has also given much of this volunteer time directly to the City of Burnaby in various 
capacities.  Chris spent six years as a member of the City’s Community Policing Committee, he 
is a member of the Mayor’s Task Force on Graffiti and has just recently been appointed to the 
City’s Social Sustainability Steering Committee. 
 
Chris is also an avid photographer and videographer and he has put these skills to use in a 
multitude of creative and useful ways.  In 1996, Chris was instrumental in the creation of a nine-
month television series on Community Policing which aired on Roger’s Community TV. As 
director and producer of this series, he developed content, identified presenters and videotaped 
and edited the sessions. The program was a great success, receiving call-ins during question 
period from viewers and delivering useful crime prevention information. His photographs of 
graffiti in Burnaby helped launch the Mayor’s Task Force on Graffiti by illustrating the extent of 
the problem in the City. In 2006, he photographed 120 “jaywalkers” in a one hour period at one 
location. He then met with the Traffic Safety Committee to present the photographic evidence 
and the Committee resolved to do further investigation and introduce deterrents to jaywalking in 
the area thereby enhancing public safety. 
 
Mr. Hildred has also utilized his photography skills to assist with “E” Division RCMP 
Headquarters Crime Prevention Unit in the production of two posters:  one of which now hangs 
in all RCMP Detachments in British Columbia and the second was released within the RCMP in 
each province and territory across Canada.  He has photographed all volunteers, police officers, 
auxiliary police officers, and municipal employees who work at the Southwest Community 
Police Office. The pictures go on a display board so that each employee can be identified by their 
counterparts helping to build team spirit among all who volunteer and work in the office. 
 
Chris found yet another outlet for his volunteerism as an active Board member with the Burnaby 
Bonsor Seniors Society. Through this involvement with Bonsor he has taught courses in digital 
photography and digital video production and has utilized his photography and video skills to 
produce short video clips for the Society to use during events.  The displays illustrate the many 
activities the seniors are involved in. Mr. Hildred also helped develop a Crime Prevention 
Program for Seniors, which dealt primarily with “scams” and providing tips on how to identify 
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and avoid falling victim to them. This program came about after he noticed that there was a 
dearth of educational programming dealing with this subject at local seniors’ centres.  
 
Chris Hildred’s nominators state “…his commitment to the City of Burnaby and his fellow 
citizens is unsurpassed. He is the epitome of, and truly worthy of, the honour of ‘Outstanding 
Citizen of the Year’!”.  The Kushiro Cup Selection Committee agrees that Mr. Chris Hildred is 
truly worthy of receiving the honour of “Citizen of the Year”. 
 
 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
        Councillor Nick Volkow 
        Chair 

 
Councillor Dan Johnston 

        Member  

 
        Councillor Colleen Jordan 
        Member 

       
 
Copied to: City Manager 
   Officer-In-Charge, RCMP 
 


