REPORT
1999 May 17

CITY OF BURNABY -

TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
(TRANSPORTATION AND TRANSIT DIVISION)

HIS WORSHIP, THE MAYOR
AND COUNCILLORS

RE: YIELD TO BUS LEGISLATION

RECOMMENDATION:

1. THAT Council receive the artached report for information.

REPORT

The Traffic and Transportation Committee (Transportation and Transit Division), at its meeting
held on 1999 May 06, received and adopted the attached report to advise of the new Transit
Priority Initiative.

Respectfully submitted,
MEMBERS: Councillor N. Volkow
Lyle Boivin Chair
Raymond Lupien
Tim Roxburgh
Leanne Tatangelo Councillor J. Young
Vice Chair

Councillor D. Evans
Member

:COPY - CITY MANAGER
- DIRECTOR ENGINEERING
- DIRECTOR PLANNING & BUILDING




TO: CHAIR & MEMBERS , 1999 May 6
TRAFFIC & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
(Transportation and Transit Division)
FROM: DIRECTOR PLANNING AND BUILDING Our File: 08.210
SUBJECT: YIELD TO BUS LEGISLATION
PURPOSE: To advise the Traffic and Transportation Committee on this new Transit Priority
Initiative
RECOMMENDATION:
1. THAT this report be received for the informatidn of the Traffic and
Transportation Committee.
REPORT
1.0 INTRODUCTION
At the last meeting of the TransLink's Transit Advisory Committee the Yield to Bus
Legislation was presented as an information item.
This legislation was officially unveiled on 1999 April 19 with the introduction of the
communications campaign and it went into effect on 1999 May 3.
2.0 YIELD TO BUS LEGISLATION
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2.1

Background

This new legislation changes the Motor Vehicle Act and Regulations to give transit
buses priority when pulling away from a bus stop on roads with speeds of 60 km/hr
or less. This will require other drivers to yield right of way to a transit bus when it
is signalling its intentions to so. The legislation also requires the bus drivers to only
re-enter traffic when it is safe to do so.

This province-wide initiative will be in effect not only in areas in the Lower
Mainland under the authority of TransLink, but in BC Transit service areas in
Victoria and twenty four other B.C. municipalities.

A decal will be placed on the back of buses to notify and remind drivers to yield to
buses (see Figure 1 attached).
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2.2 Other Jurisdictions

Similar laws are already in place in Quebec, Oregon and Washington, and are
common in Europe, Australia and Japan.

2.3 Benefits

The Yield-to-Bus initiative will enhance bus operators' ability to deliver dependable
and effective service in areas where other bus priority measures are not in place,
particularly in urban areas where traffic congestion is severe and negatively impacts
transit travel times.

2.4 Public Awareness Campaign

Components of the awareness campaign include new Yield-to-Bus decals and
signage on the rear of all buses, advertisements on radio and in local papers, and
travel and motoring publications. Information will also be provided to operators of
fleet vehicles, and incorporated into driver educational material and publications.

The Yield-to-Bus initiative is intended as an extension of the voluntary "Thanks for
the Brake" campaign, and aims to remind other drivers to yield to buses merging into
traffic.

3.0 CONCLUSION

This new legislation is a very cost effective way to increase the priority transit can be
provided along all transit routes throughout Burnaby. This measure will provide a benefit
to the reliability and efficiency of transit bus service. Transit is an important element of the
transportation system which increases the livability and sustainability of the community. This
measure is also consistent with the objectives of Burnaby's Transportation Plan and the
Official Community Plan and should be supported by the City.

J . Stenson, Director
PLANNING AND BUILDING

dac\ma

cc: City Manager
Director of Engineering
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