TO:

ITEM

MANAGER'S REPORT NO.
COUNCIL MEETING  94/01/10

CITY MANAGER DATE: 1993 1223

FROM: DIRECTOR ENGINEERING FILE: 65—00—01

SUBJECT: DISPOSAL OF ANIMAL WASTE

PURPOSE: To provide Council with additional information on Burnaby’s Solid Waste Bylaw

and garbage regulations pertaining to animal waste.

RECOMMENDATION:

1.0

2.0

1. THAT a copy of this report be forwarded to Chantal Y. Caron, 4787 Fernglen
Place, Burnaby, B.C., V5G 3W2.

REPORT

BACKGROUND

A letter from Ms. Chantal Caron of Fernglen Place appears under correspondence items
in Council agenda of 1994 January 10.

Ms. Caron has questioned the protocol for disposal of pet excrement, and staff offer the
following information on effective means of dealing with this nuisance item.

BYLAW AND POLICY

Burnaby’s Solid Waste Bylaw No. 7646 quoted in the letter provides for a system of
collection and disposal of solid wastes.

The bylaw defines the collection and disposal system, types of solid waste, and the duties
of owners or occupiers receiving the service. Owners or occupiers receiving the
collection service are required to ensure that "no liquids, semi solids, Jfree water or
obnoxious matter is placed in or allowed to run into, accumulate or remain in any
receptacle”. Obnoxious matter is broadly defined as "any offensive or unwholesome
matter that may be germ or vermin infested, have an offensive odour, or be injurious to
the health of the person handling it".

As a matter of policy for the interest of health and safety; animal wastes or carcasses,
household chemicals, paints and toxic materials, or any material that may damage the
truck packer unit, are excluded from collection.
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3.0

3.1

3.2
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DISCUSSION

Ms. Caron’s letter makes reference to the issue of developing an appropriate disposal
system for pet excrement, and educating the public.

Garbage regulations vary from municipality to municipality primarily with regard to the
manner in which material is set out for collection, however most municipalities identify
animal excrement, paints and household hazardous waste as "not acceptable” items.

Disposal Options

Alternative options for disposal of pet excrement include:
collection and buried disposal

collection and disposal through a household toilet

private companies offer services of pet excrement disposal
"septic tank" disposal system

The first three alternatives are self-explanatory. The "septic tank" disposal system is
described in the attached informative article which appeared in the Vancouver Sun.

Education

The City’s current efforts in public education have been limited to providing information
on the garbage and recycling collection calendars, listing animal waste as one of several
specific items not accepted in collection. Information numbers for garbage and recycling
services are provided should residents wish more detailed information.

Staff will expand the education component of our service and will prepare an article
discussing "non-acceptable” items in the garbage for the next issue of Information
Burnaby alerting the public to the regulations printed on the garbage and recycling
collection calendar, and continue to mail out material requested through our information

QQE&ﬁ
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Attach.
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Director Admin. & Community Services
AMadicnl Waalth Officer
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