RE: ADVERTISEMENT IN 199¢ APRIL 18 ISSUL OF BURNABY NOW NEWSPAPER

ITEM

MANAGER'S REPORT NO.
COUNCIL MEETINE 90/05/07

%

REGARDING STORAGE OF SPECIAL WASTE AT 2820 PRODUCTTION WAY, BURNABY

MUNICIPAL MANAGER'S RECOMMENDATION:

1.

T0:

FROM:

THAT the recommendation of the Chief Public Health Inspector be
adopted.

* * * %X * kx *

MUNICIPAL MANAGER 1990 MAY 02

ACTING CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR

SUBJECT: ADVERTISEMENT IN 1990 APRIL 18 ISSUE OF BURNABY NOW NEWSPAPER

REGARDING STORAGE OF SPECIAL WASTE AT 2820 PRODUCTION WAY, BURNABY

PURPOSE: TO PROVIDE COUNCIL WITH iNFORMATION ON STAFF'S INVESTIGATION OF THE

ADVERT ISEMENT [INCLUDING SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPL ICATIONS POSED
BY THE PROPOSED STORAGE

RECOMMENDAT ION;

1.6

i THAT this report be received for information purposes.
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The Envivronmental wegiin Uivision stale's indiial G 8CLGs g wine 2
applicant, American Environmeniai Management Corp. Services.r avealed ihal
they are an gxperienced company in Lha Sentting wf »sedical wagtia and have
customers in Wasninglon, Oregon, California and Ytar.

The proposed operation will serve to stors on & short tart Li.iu,
plomedical waste vrom hospitals, ciinics and vtner sow ces iocated within
British Columbia. These wastes will then be transported to their U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency approved incinerator in Rancho Cordova,
California.

According to the applicant, a maximum of 8,172 kg of biomedical waste
will be stored at the proposed site. The waste will be placed in theft
proof steel containers within the building and will be kept refrigerated.
The storage site will be staffed by three emp loyees and the handling of
pre-sorted and boxed wastes will be done manually in order to reduce the
chance of an accident.
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3.0 OTHER B!“MEDICAL NASTE COMPANIES OPERAT{WG IN BRIiTISH COLUMBIA:

Presentliy there is only one other known spacialized hiomadical wacte
haulage company, BFI Medical Waste Systems oparating in Broti=h foigpmi-.
The BF! Medical Waste Systems serves va: iolis hospitals in ‘he Lover
Mainland and is estimated to handle two tons of biomedical waste per
week. Tha waste is dlrectly transported to tae Thermal Reduction ”
Facilitvy in Bellingham, Washington. A

4.0 CONCERNS REGARDING PROPOSED BIOMEDICAL WASTE STORAGE AT 2820 PRODUCTION
WAY, RURNABY:

In reviawing the informatlon provided ¢ the appllcant to thls Division,
the fol'!owing concerns need to be clarified.

The term “"short term storage" needs to be clearly defined. Although the
current information indicates this to be a maximum of three days upon
receipt of waste at the storage site, it is not clear whether the three
day limit wil} stil: be maintained If smalier quantities of waste are
receivesd than anticipated.

The contingency plan previded in the information package for response to
acciderts and spilis is generic. An emergency or contingency plan mcre
specifis to the proposed storage facillty is required.

There is a further need to establish the actions that the company will
take in an event ¢t business closure, border closure on acceptance of
waste in the United States, shutdown of their inclnerator due to
mechanica! or other problems, relocatlcn of existing permits or

aon- tosnance of permits by governmenta! agancies in future. Copies cf
the existing permits inciugding the compzny's biohazardous waste
orerationa| procedures are available for revisw in our Environmental
Health Division office.

The exlIsting site must be capable of proviiing separate eating, washing
and changing facilities for the staff, and adequate ventilation. The
vehicles vsed in transporting must aisc be canable of refrigerating
waste.

Environmental Health Division staff are currently discussing these
concerns with the applicant prior to making any written comments to the
Ministry of Environment. According to staff’s discussion with Ministry
of Environment officials, the deadline for submitting comments is

1990 May 18, which would be thirty days (30) from the publication of
notification. Should the above concerns be responded to in a
satisfactory manner, the Environmental Health Division would have no
objection to the company‘'s application on the proposed operation.

5.0 COMMEN:Z FROM PLANNING & BUILDING INSPECTION DEPARTMENT:

The proposed biomedical waste storage facility is located in the M3 Heavy
Industrlal District which provides for the accommodation of special types
of industry and heavy industrial activities. The facility would occupy a
portion of an office/warehouse building within the Lake City Business
Centre. The office and warehouse components for the waste storage
facility would be about 194 square meters (2,093 square feet).

Although the Zoning Bylaw does not specifically identify medical waste
storage as a permitted use, the proposed facility can be permitted as a
storage bullding in the M3 Districi. The containers of waste would be
stored etirely wizain the buiiding, visich goes beyond the minimum zoning
regitiremsnts of ihe #3 Sistrict which pormits outdoor storage. From a
land use parspeciivysy, the Plarning & Frilding Department would confirm
that tle propose. Jasle oturage jaciitv ¢m.aris to the provisions of
the ZTaning Bylaw. 7Tha soncerns, as o’ inad abuve, would have to be
gsatigtosvarbly mddrgognd
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With growing concerns about environmental impacts related to
waste-related facilities (e.g. recycling depots, disposal facilities,
processing facillties for recyclable materials, etc.) and with the
growing demand for such facilities, staff are reviewing the provisions of
the Zoning Bylaw as it relates to those types of uses. A report will be
submitted to Council when the review has been completed.

6.0 CONCLUSION:
Following the advertisement in the 1990 April 18 issue of Burnaby Now
newspaper, Environmental Health Division staff have contacted the
applicant to discuss the proposed storage of special waste at
2820 Productlion Way, Burnaby.
Concerns noted upon reviewing informatlon are currently belng discussed
with the applicant prior to submitting any written comments to the
Ministry of Environment.
//
K.C. Johnston, C.P.H.I1.(C)
ACTING CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR
DD/KCJ:ro
cc: Medical Health Offlcer

Director Administrative &
Community Services

Director Planning & Building
Inspection Department
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