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THE CORPORATION OF THE DISTRICT OF BURNABY

ENVIRONMENT AND WASTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

HIS WORSHIP, THE MAYOR
AND ALDERMEN

Madam/Gent lemen:

REPORT OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND WASTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

RECOMMENDAT [ONS :

1.0

2.0

1. THAT Council| approve in principle the GVRD establish-
ing and operating a composting demonstration site next
to the Still Creek Avenue recycling depot.

2. THAT the Municlipal Solicltor prepare the terms and
conditions for the operation of the composting demon-
stration site for the approval of Councii.
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REPORT

INTRODUCT ION

On 1990 January 31 Tolvo Allas, Director of Recyciing, GVRD wrote
to the Environment and Waste Management Committee to indicate the
District’'s interest In establishing a composting demonstration
slte and to pursue the possiblllty of locating such a site in
Burnaby. At the last meeting of the Environment and Waste Manage-
ment Committee, staff were asked to meet with GVRD to discuss the
proposal Iin detall.

Staff from the Pianning and Building Inspection Department and the
Englineering Department met with GVRD staff and a representative of
City Farmer to discuss the proposed composting demonstration site.
This report describes their proposal and slte requirements.

BACKGROUND

Composting is a natural process of decay that breaks down vege-
tabie matter such as yard and kitchen waste into rich organic
material that can be used as a soll conditioner. Because compost-
ing is a natural process, composting facilities can be easily
set-up in back yards of single family residences.

Composting of yard and klitchen wastes from singie family resi~
dences has been identifled as an Iimportant means of diverting
materlai from the waste stream and recycling it as a soil condi~
tioner. Throughout the year, garbage collected from single family
residences averages 30 percent compostable materiais. In spring
and fall, residential waste can contain up to 80 percent compost-
able materials.
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3.0

4.0

5.0

The GVRD Intends to develop regional composting sites as part of
its long-term regional recycling action pian. An immediate prior-
Ity Is to encourage homeowners to compost their yard and kitchen
wastes. To achlieve this, several composting demonstration sites
where interested Individuals can come and learn about various
composting techniques are needed. The GVRD has approached Burnaby
about establilshing a composting demonstration site in the Munici-
pality.

COMPOST ING DEMONSTRATION SITE

The composting demonstration site will consist of a smali garden
and examples of up to 12 different composting techniques. The
techniques will range from build-it-yourselif composting boxes
constructed of wood and hardware cloth to a varlety of commer-
clally avallable composting contaliners. Reslidents will be encour-
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aged to visit the site to learn about composting and then use

these techniques to set-up composting In thelr backyards. The site
will not be a composting faclllty where residents can drop-off
yard and kitchen wastes.

The GVRD wlilii be responsiblie for preparing the site, operating the
facility, and maintalning It 1In a clean, safe manner. The site
will require a small bullding for office, telephone, and library/
resource centre; security fencling; parking; and sultable land for
a small garden that will be used as part of the demonstration. The
GVRD has Indicated that a site of about 7,200 sq. ft. would meet
thelr requirements. They have also Iindicated that they will iand-
scape the facllity to make It as attractive as possible. The
District plans to contract Clity Farmer, a non-profit organization
dedicated to urban agriculture, to staff the facility.

SUITABLE SITE

The GVRD is of the opinlon that a site on municipal property next
to the Still Creek Avenue recycling depot wouid meet all of the
requirements for a composting demonstration site. The site would
be dellneated with respect to the existing recycling faclliity and
function as an adjunct to It. Staff would identify any necessary
improvements to the site. In addition, the site would be conven-
ient for the many resldents who visit the depot with their
recyclables. We antlicipate that many Individuals wouid visit the
composting demonstration site after depositing their recyclables.
The establishment of a composting demonstration site is consistent
with Burnaby’'s commltment to recycling and waste reduction.

LEGAL ARRANGEMENTS

The Munlcipal Legal Department has Indicated that the terms and
condltions for operating the composting demonstration site could
be covered In a letter to the GVRD from the Municipal Solicitor.
The letter would conflirm the location and use of the site, site
modifications to be made by the GVRD, staffing, hours of
operation, liabllity and notice for termination of site use.
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6.0 CONCLUSION

The proposed composting demonstration site is the first of several
intended for the GVRD. It will build on the success of Burnaby's
recycling programs to date by providing Information on another way
Iin which citizens can participate in recycling and waste reduc-
tion.

The Environment and Waste Management Committee indicated that they
wou ld like the Municipality to be closely associated with the
composting demonstration project. The Committee asked staff to pursue
ways In which the GVRD/City Farmer could share space with Municipal

staff at the Still Creek recycling facility. This could involve
sharing office space, telephone, etc. Subject to Council approval,
staff will mset with GVRD/City Farmer personnel and Municipal

engineering staff to discuss specific space requirements for the
composting demonstration project and to identify ways in which office
space could be shared.

Respectfuily submitted

Alderman J.M. Sawicki
Chairman

Alderman D. Drummond
Member

Alderman E. Nikoiai
Member

Alderman F. Randall
Membar

Alderman J. Young
Member
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