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‘ Fo]]owing is a further report from the'Chief Librarian regarding'the
automation of cataloguing functions. .

RECOMMENDATION

1. THATithe’rebort of the Chief Librarian be received for information
PUTPOSES, it T B

* ok ok ok Kk

”AUTOMATION‘PROJECTS'PROGRESS'REPORTQ

'RECOMMENDATIO

for information purposes.

" REPORT

ouhéiiﬂrébéi&édpthe]gﬁggggggftéport3ébncérning the automation 6ffcataio§uih§

“funétibnSfin_thnabyEPubliC‘Libfary.on‘1979'Januaryv29 at which time Council ,
. ‘adopted the recommendations contained in the report. Council further directed .
“Tfthat.a~progress\report on*1ibra:y automation be_presented‘;o,Councilvinjgeven

 JProjeCELNofI 5lAutomation of Cataloguing: Functions’

+In"1979 March a computer terminal and printer were installed in the Burnaby
‘! Public Library Cataloguing Department thereby establishing on-line access to
'“fthe Uhiversity of Toronto Library Automation System data base and enabling the
“library access to catalogue data in machine~readable form. ‘After a reriod for
- staff training, the success rate in data retrieval has been found to be 894
- which is within the projected range of B85% to 90%. ’
At the present time the library has over 1,600 titles in the data base
~representing more than 3,900 volumes. By the year end it is anticipated that
the library will have 4,500 titles in the data base representing 13,000 volumes.
These figures will be moxe than doubled during the first full year of operation.

Test runs for records of these materials in microfiche and print formats have
been carried out and these products will be available for public use during the
fall.

Staff acceptance of the new system has been good and the transition from manual

cataloguing to the automated system has been smooth, Salary savings have been
achieved largely by attrition.
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Project No I - Automation of Cataloguing Functions (continued)

Costs and savings are outlined below:

Estimate Actual ﬁ Projected
1979 -, _to date _ ko Xear end
_ Installation costs . $11,850 , $ 7,604 $11,944
- Annual operating costs L o..'31,678 * 671 ©. 31,678,
550
8

_Annual savings . . . 0 (21,399) ( 0y - - " (22,379)
‘Net' operatlng costs/(sav1ngs) © 810,279 : ($ 79). s _$,9,299

7,
1,
8,
6,

Progect No II - Automatlon of Clrculatlon Control
Durlng the flrst half of the year the Chlef lerarlan part1c1pated in the
evaluatlon of. proposals for automatlng the Vancouver Public Library's
c1rculatlon ‘control: syStem. A dec151on has’ since been made by the Vancouver
Publlc lerary to- 1nstall an approprlate automated clrculatlon system to :
control the transactlons when materlals are. borrowed from the llbrary. This

ystem W111 ‘be operational in the 5pr1ng of 1980 En o

Burnaby Publlc lerary Ais' malntalnlng a watchlng brlef and a recommendatlon

regardlnngurnaby Publlc lerary s cooperatlon w1th Vancouver Publlc lerary
in' this" regard w1ll be forthcoming. '

Th;s 15{forrtheTiﬁformeﬁioojof[¢ouﬁcilg”

_‘Bryen'L.7Bacong~'
- Chief Librarian

. @ﬁkfﬁ
\‘A;,tacme‘nt' -

ok AcLual expenditures to date are significantly lower than expected because
of a 1abour dispute at the Bell Telephone Company, resulting in no billings.
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Re: BURNABY PUBLIC LIBRARY AUTOMATION PROJECTS
(Item 16 Supp]ementary Report No. 82, ]978 November 20)

Following is a report from the Chief L1brar1an regard1ng the automation
of cataloguing functions.

RECOMMENDATION

THAT the recommendat1ons oF the Ch1ef L1brar1an be adopted

"Munlcipal Counc11 recelved a xeport describlng automation pronects w1th1n
*Burnaby Public lerary at 1ts meetnng dated 1978 Vovember 20 (Item 16,

;,The underlylngiobjactive ‘of automation in the Burnaby Publlc Library is to
',respond to thenheeds of .the” community. by maximising accessibility to resources
“and to increase effectiveness and efficiency ‘of operations” while at. the same

'vtime 1im1ting Lhe'growth"of*operating budgets over the long term.

'The automation applmcations withinmthe library fall into two areas-‘

[ERTAIN Tl e . . v e e Cypen

"

1) “automated cataloguing, and e e .
2) ‘antomated circulation which controls the transactxons when mater1a1
+is-borrowed fromthe, library. . e S SR »

O ", Xy n'w‘-nv \- v..‘ 4.,1 e -.....,......., '
n.. W . eoey

This report concerns itself only wifh Autcmation Project #J - CaLaloguing.

.
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Automation of Cataloquing runctions T

At ‘the moment Burnaby Public Library catalogue records are in card form.-
Although a number of carxds are purchased from suppllers almost half of . the
materials received in the library require catalogue records to be originated
within the Cataloguing Department. The catalogue has an inventory function.
However it 18 also required to show whether a' specific book identified by o
author, subject, title or other means is owned by the library or whether any:-.- .. ...
unspecified materials on a given aubjacr or by a given author axe avatluble,
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The catalogue ‘should 1ndlcate the locatlon of the book within the library.
In addition to a main catalogue it is necessary for catalogues to be avallable
in various locations. The catalogue is a means by which the vast array of
library materials is organised and is the key by whlch these materials can
be made access.Lble to llbrary users.

A major benefit from automating the cataloque is that it can be reproduced
and maintained in all branch libraries without the expenSebof‘multiple filing
and of updating that such a catalogue would now require. These problems are
so enormous that without automation it is presently impossible to provxde
such catalogues within Burnaby branch 11brar1es thereby severely llmltlng
public access to the library's resources. :

The movement ‘of catalogued materials from branch to branch is also very
;lxmited by the existing system. BAutomation will ‘allov this to be carried
. out very stmply and very cheaply. An addltlonal beneflt from automatzng

" the catalogue will allow the library access to materials now held in other -
'-librarx' 'thereby expandlng the range of accessxblllty for 11brary users.,

'fA key factor in automating the catalogue is that the 1nternat10nal catalogue

rules used by libraries are to undergo substantial revision in- the very .near
;*future and“automation offers the only means hy whxch Burnaby Public Library
r'jcan efflclently‘brlag lts'records 1nto 11ne.f" : o SRR

' Whereas' automatlon of'the»catalogue for exlstxng materrals already in the
:ﬁllhraryyls to be deferred for a- few years it is very 1moortant that new

_antomated ba51e as soon as p0551b1e.1 A full report on: the aspects of
\kj<autcmat10n was consxdered by the Library Board at its meetlng dated 1978
. jNovember“Ol at whlch tlme 1t was regularly moved seconded and carrled

1mmediate1y, and ; s s

S

“THAE Burnaby Publlc lerary commence current cataloguing on—lxne to
the Univer51ty of Toronto lerary Automatlon System as soon as.

posstble in 1979" SRR f , i ‘H

'Slnce several months' 1eadt1me is requlredit.ms 1mportant that steps be taken
now if the Library Board's objectives are to be achieved during the course of
. 1979, ;Funds' for automation: are included within the Library Board's 1979
':‘Provisional Budget 1nclud1ng the amount of $lO7 650 transferred from 11brary
,xeserve, funds. S R S SR

‘Expenditures for the yeax 1979 includa $11 850 ror non-recurring start~up
and equipment costs,’ .The “annual operating costs for 1979 are estimated at
$31,678: against which must. ba set anticipated savings of $21,399, for a net
operating cost in 1979 of $10,279. Expenditures anticipated during the ‘
first alx months of 1979 will not exceed $10,000 but bevause of the leadtime
required, it is’ essential for the lihrary to comnit these funds if the
costs/savinga ara to be.achleved durlng Lhe remalnder of the year.

.

ﬁryan L. haoon
Chief Librarian
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