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'Re: BURNABv··puBLIC LIBRARY AUTOMATION PROJECTS ' ' '', 
(Item· 15~ Supplementary Report "No. 82', ,1978 November 20) 

..•. _Foi1owirig isareport fromthe,ChiefL'.ibrarian reg~rding the aufomation: 
of_,,fata.loguingJ~nctions." · · ·· 

-~uiilcipai C~tinc'il, received; a r•eport' describing·'·automation 
'13ur~aby :~ublic Library at, its meeting dated 197.8' November 
·~n~ger.'s Report No a2).~ > ., , • •· ·· > , . \ < •·_ .. · 

·•• The {inderlying objective of atit,omation in. the Burn~by Publ:i.c .Lib:t·ary 'is .to., 
·••respond to the needs'of the community by. maximising accessibility to -:fosources' 

and to' increase effectiveness and efficiency of operations while at.the same· 
time limiting the growth' of oper.ating budgets over the long· term.· .. 

' .;.\ . ", . . . . ' •' ' 

ThEl autornation,applications within.the library fall.into two areas:· 

automated cataloguing, and l) 
2)'· automated dirculat:ion which controls the transactions when material. 

is borrowed from tho li.brary. · 

This report concerns itself only with Automation Project ill - Cataloguing, 

~tomat.ion of Cataloguing Funct:l.ona_ 

1\t tho moment I:lurnaby Public Library catalogue records are .in oarcl J:or1n. 
Although a number' of cards are purchased frt:,m suppl:l.e:rs al.most half of• the 
matodals recaived .in tho Hbrary require cntaloguo reoorclti to be originated 
within tho Catal(')guln(1 TJepartmc~nt. The catalogue has· an inventory function, 
However .it h also :t:'oqu:l.rocl to show whothor a spec:l.fic book iclentifiocl by 
author, aubjoct, tit~lc or other moons io owned by the J.ibrary or whoth(?r any 
unspecified materials on a givon subjact or by a givan author ara nvnilnble, 
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The catalogue should indicate the location of the book'within the library. 
·· In addition to a main catalogue it, is necessary for catalogues to be available 

. in .. vir.ious iocatioris.• 'l'he catalogue· tsa_means by.which-t:lie·vast-iirray·of.·· ... 
library materials is organised and is the k:ey by which these materials .can ·i tQ, _ .. 
be_ made accessible to library u,sers. · 

.,.· A major b~n~fit. from automating :th_e catalogu§! is tha.t 'it ca_n be reproduced:, ..•. 
and rnai11tained in a_ll branch libraries without, the expense of multiple filing 
aria''of···updat.ing 11:hat····such' a'catalogue··would· .. now ·require •.. These. probiems ·are· 
so enormous that without automation it is_presently impossible to provide 
such ca:ta;ogues within .Burnaby branch libraries thereby:se\•erely•lirniting 

. public access to, the library Is :resources. ' . ·. . '. . . ' 

. The movement. of catalogued materials.· from branch to branch is also very 
limited by the· existing ,system •.. Automation wiH allow tliis to be carried . 

. ·. 6ut:>1ery 's.irnply,_ar:1d very cheaply .. An c1.dditional'benefit. from automating 
the'catalogui:i}iill-allo".'1 the libra:ryaccess to materials now held in other 
libraries thereby'eipanding the··. range of· accessibility fore library .• users~ 

r',: ~ .·:.•, / ' . . • • • ·. • " .. • .. , . , . . I·, 

•.. A.k~y ,ff',cto:t" 1n\autornating i:he· catalogue is that the .int'erriational c~talogue 
. <<rule·s .used by>libraries:are to undergo substantial revision in ,the very.near 

. \future and'autornation offers the only·means'by.wh:i.ch Burnaby Public Library.· 
can effi~iently .. bring ifs records into line .. ,·· ', ,. ',,,. .. .. ,'•. '. . 

carried 

.• ,riew mit:erials bei~g burr~ntly added. t~ ~he J.ib;aiy < e,:ici.~~·ing ll\ater~a~s already· ~1'.I .the libraiy. ·· · 
';· .. :·'",,..'-': •.'·, ,·· ... ·, .·· ... _.<··_:,>. ,: .. '-:·-~---'.·:,, :-·~ .. ;:--<,.~:· · .. . : -•·•>- ··.:::.:.~-· •·.·,": :·-~-- _'-"·'·_: - ' -.... '. 

Whereas' a.utomation.()f the catalogue /for>exi:sting niate:dal~ already.in.'. the·_ 
,, ·Hbra.:i:y,is :tob~.-cleferred for a, .. ·.few_years·••itci's· .• Very importailt tha\:new ... •,·, 
.. materials to .be(added to·the library during 1979 be_ catalogued on ari .- ... 

automci.ted· h~~lsas som1' .a's possible. •. A 'full report on(the·,iclSpe~ts; of .••.· . 
aute>m~1:i.ori :was considered by_ the Library Boarf at its meitirnJ dc1~ed 1978 
No~iainb,~r of at which .tin1e it_ ·was r_egularly moved~ seconded and .car:ried · . 

,.,~•~-•~•-•~•o•••--• ••• ••, •;••~••;•••••,••••,-c;·•• ••••••••••-••• •• •• 

>:,c,,;i 11 THAT ~~rriahy Pllhlic L:i.bra,r; :foin the Biitiih Col.uinbfarunion catale>gue '. 
. inunei'diately; and C .•.. _·• .. · ..•. 

'.'THAT; Bµrnaby Public Library ccimme~ce current catale>guing on-lihe to 
: : the/University of Toronto Library Automation System, . , 

possj,ble in ~979".~. 

Since ~everal mo~ths' · lead time· is required it is important .th~t st~p~ be taken 
now'if the Libra.ry·Board'sobjectives are to be achieved dur'ing the course of, 
1979. Funds for automation are included within the Library Board's '1979 ·. 
Provisional Budget including the amount of $107,650 transferred from library 
reserve funds.' . . 

Expe,ndj;tux:es for the year 1979 include $11,850 for non••recurring start-up ·· 
and equipment costs. The annual operating costs for 1979 are es:timated at 
$31,678 against which must be set anticipated savings .of $21,399, for a net 
operating cost iri 1979 of $10,279. Expenditures anticipated during the 
first six months of 1979 will riot exceed $10,000 but because of the leadtime 
required, it is essential for the lib:r:ary to commit. these funds if t.he 
costs/savl,ngs are to be achieved during the remainder of. the year. 
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ch;Lef Librarian 


