
ITEM 17 
MANAGER'S REPORT NO. 4 
COUNCIL MEETING 1979 Ol l S 

RE: WILLINGDON HEIGHTS PARK NEIGHBOURHOOD IMPR~o:'v;.';'EM~E~NT:.----------' 
PROGRAMME DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

Fo1-i~wi.~g-is--~-~~p~;tf;~m th~-P~rks and- Recreati'on Administrator 
regarding the Willingdon Heights Park Neighbourhood Improvement 
Programme. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. THAT the recommendation of the Parks and Recreation 
Administrator be adopted. 

* * * * * 

-· MUNICIPAL MANAGER 

ADMINISTRATOR, PARKS AND RECREATION . 

. · ,.. ' . . . . " 

. ; Recommend a ti on_: 

,., 
I 

, 1; That-Council approve the Willingdon Heights Park Develop~ 
ment Plan and authorize the expenditure of the Municfpal . 
sh.are of the project $46,250. under the .terms of the -
Willingdon Heights Neighbourhood Improvement Pr6gram · 

Report 

,At- its meeting of 1979 January 10, the Parks and Recreation Commission 
. rec~ived the attached report from the Director of Planning on the above 
subject and.endorsed the D~velopment Plan submitted. · 

On receipt of Council approval 
and Recreation Department will 

AG/jce 
Att. 

cc: Director of Planning 
Municipal Treasurer 

of the project and expenditure, the Parks· 
pr:~:.:d with the developmen~ the park, 

' V(/l/lfa' ~J 
Dennis Gaunt .__../ (._-:-

Willingdon Hts. NIP Adv·isory Committee 
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I MANAGER'S REPORT NO. 4 

I COUNCIL MEETING 1979 01 15 IID1 ~1 :~ _________ .., 

AU'1INISTAATOR'~0. 1 

CO~rING 79 01. 10 

1979 January 04 

Our File: 12.1~5(102) 

TO:· PARKS ANO RECREATION ADMINISTRATOR 

FROM: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING 

SUBJECT; WILLINGDON HEIGHTS PARK NEIGHBOURHOOD IMPROVEMENT 
PROGRAMME DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

I BACKGROUND: 

ln 1978 May .the Parks and Recreation Commission and Council 
approved.in principle the Willingdon Heights Neighbourhood 
Improvement Plan. This concept· plan ·.·included a proposal.•· 
to develop Willingdon Heights Park. A detailed design· 
for the park has now been.prepared. 

Willingdon Heights Park contains an area of. 9.6 acres. 
The park· was formerly a ravine andthe .site slopes from 

•. north. to south. The. site is bounded by William Street; . 
· Carleton AvenuP., Douglas Road and the. lane east· of Gilmore 
AveI1ue •.. No future expansion of the boundaries is antici-

. pated at this time. 

Existing facirities in the.park iriclude two tennis courts, 
twc:> soccer:.flelds, one of ·Which is illuminated, .a small 
wading· pool, some older pieces of. children's play· equip
merit and the Willingdon Heights community building and 
parking lot which liolds approximately 50 cars. The . . 
remainder of the park is grassed open space with several 
trees. · · · 

II OESIGN PROCESS: 

The attached designs have been prepared by the Parks and 
Recreation aesigner in co-operation with Planning 
Department staff and the Willingdon Heights Neighbourhood 
Improvement Programme Advisory Planning Committee. 
Preliminary plans were·reviewed and discussed until a 
final plan was prepared. The plan has been circulated 
to all residents within the Willingdon Heights area 
and also put on display at the NIP Office and at the 
Kitchener School Bazaar on 1978 December 07. PUblic 
response to the latest plan has been very positive both 
from children and adults. Residents of the area were 
interested in children's playground improvements, the 
additional tennis courts, the pedestrian walkways and 
link to Gilmore, the exercise circuit, and the tree 
planting and picnic table proposals. 

I I I THE PROPOSED PLAN COMPONENTS AND HA'l'IONALE: 

TI10 dovelopment pl.an is intondod to mnko Willingdon 
noights Park n feature neig~bourhood park to provide n 
maximum numbor of rocroational activities on a vary 
n:tt:rn.crti vc physical s:l.to. 'J'he component:;; include• tho 
followi.ng i toms: 

1. Playr,rrouncl improvmn<m Ls: l n spi t<J of tho fact that 
school onrollmont;:;; hn.ve dropped 'i.Jl WLL:U.ngclon Jlei.ghts, 
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It appears that many younger families are locating 
in the area and the demand for children's play 
facilities has been strong. The projects listed 
are based upon public (including children's) and· 
~:t;a:fJsuggestions for play equipment for a variety· 
of age groups. 

2. Tennis Courts: The two existing tennis courts were 
built by a volunteer ratepayers group some years 
ago. They are very well used and in peak periods 
demand is high .. The improvements proposed include 
two additional courts, a new rebound wall and resur
facing and lighting of the existing courts. 

3.. Grass Field Upgrading: At present there is one 
all surface illuminated field at the north end of 
Willingdon Heights Park. This field ·is heavily used 
and the development plan includes an allocation to 
upgrade a second existing.field which is adjacent 
(south) of the present all weather field. This · 
project will require that some fill be placed in 
the park which will slightly reduce the existing 
playground area. 

--..J 
\0 

0 .... 
,_. 
0 

4. Fitness Circuit: One of the needs identified by 
residents was the need for a fitness circuit in the 
park to provide an opportunity for fitness enthusiasts. 
No formal track is included as the topography of the. site 
does not lend it~elf to a proper jogging facility. 

5. Other components of the park include pathways·to 
link the park activities together, benches, a 
picxdc ire a for use by residents and by the workers 

•in theindustrial areas south of Douglas Road, drainage, 
.•.. E3Xtensi ve landscaping to improve the appearan~e '. of 

the park, lighting,. annual flower beds, a sign, a 
horseshoe pitch and checkerboard and .some traffic 
barriers along the western edge of the park. .A park 

· ,peciestrian link to Gilmore Avenue is also.prOIJosed in 
the plans along Kitchener Street, a distance of some 
one hundred and twe·nty feet, to improve access and· the 
linkage between Kitchener School and the park. 

IV PROJECT COST BREAK DOWN: 

The following cost estimates were prepared for the project: 

"' I . , 

Tennis Courts .. ,.~ .................... ,., .... $ 
Grass Field Upgrading,, •.•....•••••••.••.•••. 
Asphalt Paths ............................... . 
llorseshoe. , .............. , .............. , ... . 
Chee Ice rs •••••.••.....•..•..••.•.••••...••••.• 
Fitness Circuit ..........•......••.... , ....• , 
Picnic Area, ... , ...................... , ..... . 

. Benches .•. .................... , ........... , , . 
Log Uprigl1ts .. ,, .... ................ , .. , . , .. . 
Speed Bumps . .... , ..... , ............ , . , •.... , . 
Drainage . ...... ,, ... , ..................... , . , . 
Grassing ( dis tu:rbcd areas) , ... , .......... , .. , 
Parle J..ifth tin(..{ ............ , .... , .... , . , ... , , .• , 
Landscaping . .. , ... , ...... , ...... , .... , .... , . , 
Pla.ygrot1ncl ............. , , ......... , ....... , , . 
Sign & Annual Bods •••..• , •....•••• , .. , ••••• , • 

45,063. 
14, 195. 
10,729. 

545. 
800. 

11,000. 
I, 350. 
3,750 . 
1,500, 

720. 
5,925. 
4,750, 
5,925. 

21,370. 
37,600. 

3,000, 

'l'O'l'J\l,, .. ,., •.•••. , •• ,, •*168, 272, 
Contingency ... ,., .. ,,.. J.6, 728. -----

ij 
0 

~. 

6 . 
~ ~ 

~ 

$185,000. 
Tr.r=--

\ 
I 
I 
i 
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The original Neighbourhood Improvement Programme allocation 
for this project was $150,000 and was approved in principle 
by Council on 1978 .May 23. The detailed estimate now .. 
prepared;··· ($185,000}; has been agreed to by the Willingdon 
Heights NIP Advisory Committee. 

In light of the increased cost of the Willingdon Heights 
Park improvements, the budget has been altered as outlined. 
below,. The total budget remains at $Ii 000, 000. and the · 
Municipal share of that budget remains at $250,000. 

WILLINGDON HEIGHTS BUDGET 

1979 JANUARY 04 

·Ini:tial . 
Allocation 

Initial 
Municipal 

Share. 
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Current 
. Concept. 
Allocation · 

1 .•.. : lncfoor Conununi1:y 
Space · · · . ! . 

$ .•... 400,000 

2 ~ .w:i.1Iingdon 
, Park••.·· .... 

$100,000 i $ 400/00() . 

37,500 '185;0000: .. 
.":>:· 

3., 

4 ·z\(~ttt~;i1t::tr•.,, 

p. '. Reserve Future 
Proposals , 

7~ Planriin~ and. 
Administration-

.. 

100,000 25,000 ,• • 65,000 .•.· 

100., 000 25,000 100,000 

TOTAL $i,ooo,ooo $250,000 $1,000,000 

The $185,000 cost of the Willingdon Heights Park project 
will be shared as follows: 

Federal Government 50%, , .•..• , , , .•••••• $ 92,500. 

Provincial Governmen · 10 •••• ,,, ••• ,.,. t 25~ 46,250, 

Municipal C,I.P, Share 25%,, .•..•••.••• 46,250, 

'1'0'!11\L,.,,,.,,,,, •.• ,,. ,$185,000. 

VI 'l1IMING: 

Parks staff hnvo indicated that work could begin onrly 
:t.n 1979 nnd bo substantially comploto hy lnte summer. of 
tho yonr. 

· Cu:rren,t 
Municipal 

Share · 

$J00
1

()00 ·. 

• 46 ·2so . '. ·' ... •, 

25,000 

$250,000 
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PRQPO.SED PLAN 

PLAYGROUND TOT LOT 
EQUIPMENT: EQUIPMENT 

I. CAIIL!t SLID! U BE!ICHES 
2. CLIMBING TOWER 28. TABLE aClU,iRS 
3. CHECKER BOARD 25..SPRIHO AIUIIAI.S 
4. TIRE PILE· · SC. BABY S'HIIIO 
5. LOO NAZE- F!.J\G 31. PLATFORNS 
II. TWIii TOWER 3Z. CARVEi> AlllllALS 
7.TEEPEES 33.SLICE 
8. WATER SLICE 34.LOG BOAT 
9.SLICE 35.. BRIOGE 

10.SPR:NO PLATFOIIJI 35. TEETE!t 

·; 11. FOUNTAIN 37. Tl'IAll4 
12.CULVERT 38.SANO BOX 
13. TIRE DRAGON 
14.SAHD PILE 
15. FIRE POLE 
16. SPIRAL SLIDE 

(; 17. BAR CLIMB 

!r 
18.l.OG CI.IUB 
19. BUCKING BRONCO .. ZO.t,IAYPOI.E a: 

"' :ti.LARGE SIi/iNG 
ZZ.CHAl!f RINGS 
23.EXIST. 51111110. 
:t4. MERRY-GO-ROUND 

• TOTEM POLES 
6. REC. HUT 
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