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MANAGER'S REPORT NO. 38 
COUNCIL MEETING 1978 05 15 

Re: TRAIN SPEEDS - SPERLING AVENUE CROSSING 

Following is a report from the Municipal Engineer on a restriction relative 
to the speed of trains in the vicinity of the crossing at Sperling Avenue. 

Attached is a copy of Item 18 which Council received on 1978 Apri,l 17. 

This is for the infonnation of Council. 

* * * * * * * 

: .TIU\IN SP~EDS. - SPERLING AVENUE CROSSING, 
·.·· ITEM 2, MUNICI.PAL MANAGER'S. REPORT NO. 20, 
1978 MARCH 13 . ·--·------------------------..;....---------

Further ,to.our report submitted as Item 18, Manager's Report 
.No •. 30,. Council Meeting 1978 April 17, we have received a follow· 
up letter from ·t:he Burlington No.rthern Railway advising that they 

. have been .. unable to reso·lve the present need for the slow order 
~n their main line. · 

A copy of their submission dited 78 05 02 is attached for the 
info.rmation of Council. . ' 

HB/cc 
1\tt. 
c,c. () Traffic Supervisor 

WI I .. '-•~·••'' 
"!I, f,L ..... -..-.... ....... _ .. _-" 7 r M&Nl:CIPI\L ENGINEER 

' ;, ' ~, 
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Re:~-TRAIN ·SPEF.Os":.>.:·sPERL!NG AVENUE CROSSING 
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· · - • ·.. , •.. , •. ' ... .,: .. ·', ._-,.-:'•la..,~!•'':.',.;.:-:· • - -.,.,-.· • ··-· 

.Ap.pea1~ing 'ar::1:hfs·.'t.,eek 1 s':age.nda· as Item 3 on page 103 is a report on 
train speeds. and.more specifically, the slow order for the track 
adjacent to Sperling· Avenue.···.' · · ' .·.. · · · · · , 

. : . .:-:• ·t·~ <·-: -:. :....'.~_r::;:::·--~ ~=-?·f~·::.~r,: ... 
. The Engineering· Oepa.rtment received a letter dated 1978 April 12 from 
the Burlington Northern Railway after Item 3 was processed earlipr 

··· this .week.-:This-·1etter·.is the subject of.the following report from. 
the Municipal En~ineer. .... , ... ,•:.·.•-,••··•·"-
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MU~UCIPAL 
, .. ~::,.·_:: ·:. . . -.. ·. ·. 

-~.--~::·. ::::r. · .... '• '·•··"· 

FROM:::: ·~t'\/ MuNICIPAL ENGINEER;.,. ·,,. ·.· ,;;• .. ·:.-;, 
,. . .... . : . •. :.. -~- :{. 

SUBJECT·:·,::::TnAIN SPEEDS-,..; SPERLING.AVENUE CROSSING, 
. ·, '.c<;·XTEM 2, MUNICIPAL MANAGER'S REPORT. NO. 20, 

.. J.S,70 HAR~H 13 ··---,_ ..... _______ 1••--,....--......--.---------------------
.... ,, ··-· "• _,. ... •' ..... 

-, , .. ,~·': .r, ... _•,: ·':' • ..~~·-1• ...... ' 
·,. ....... 

... , ' 

Fu.rth er: . t.o ~- 'o\i.r 
now recelveci a. 
our letter of 

1:epo:rt 1:>f 78 04 05 ·we. would advise that we have 
:t·eply fr·om the Burlington Northern Railway to 

70·04 05 ·(copy attached). 
~ .. , ..... , ... ,. . '. ' 

",• I , ,".•J ;,'.': ! ,' •, ~, ;:\ ~ .•' 

-. 

In•esoence, what they. are saying.is that the original slow order 
was ~.mposed be,::!ause of. the unstable peat conditions west of 
Sperling Aven.ue p.nd that they bf1lieV"e the conditions still 
exist· hut-. will, ... however; :tn the near future, re-evaluate the 
.F.1it1.ta ticm •. ! ,,' / '-·.1. ',4 ,, .• i, ,;, 

' ,,, ,, 
·,: ••, 

The above i.s fo:r: 'the information of. council. 

i, ,,.,. 

HB.:cc 
Att. 
0 •Cl• (. 
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MUNICIPAL ENGINEER 
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; 
_ENGINEERING !1EPAATMENT . 
Seattle Regipn 

. , .. : •. , 

··~.· .: .. :~·~·:··;:··: .. · .. =-~::·:·~-~-1~: .... "''" 
--~?._~-~- :.·:>,.'.'- · ? ... _,.:,:r::Ix.~-, 

. ; ~ . ·'· .- . . . .. ' ; ·-· 
:Mr-. E~; !<.~· Olson, ·p .E~: : ... __ :,: 
Muciici_pd Eng!'"',eer' .• -. ' :··: 

: ' 

The' Cc~:- 0ration of the· District ·; 
' ofB_'.:~,-~:!aby·i•::•)''?{:/(;_::.~:· /\::'.·_~.-:,:'> ·:_'j 
4949 1..,£111ada Way . ..,,..,,,,•·«·•· ..••...• _ .. - ... , 

'..·.Burnaby. B~C/,zVSG 1M2 :,,:::,:_>:._ ':' ,;.:·<~ .:,__ '• .. 
. - -... _. - -. ·t·, ::_ ·: .··-:>r·~c;-\_ . \--::-: . _ . .,._.: .. .. :,. ;_. , -. -., 
· . ·, Attention:. Mr.· H. _Ba~n; Traffic Scpervisor 

·_:_·•··.-. ·-•;. ::.···· :.·< :_. .•. · 

800 Third Avenue 
Seattle. Washington 98104 
Telephone (206) MAin 4-1900 

April 12, 1978 

File: W .O. 445S 

With't-efei·~ncetc>-;our letter of'18..;04;_05 concerning- the· slow order on 
'·'theBtirlirigtonNorthern Main Line as it affects the Sperling Avenue 

cJii,ssing iri Burnaby: . . . . . . -

.· .ApparenUy there was a misunderstanding as to the· inference_ iri · my 
.· 1ettfi'.·concerning.thesloworder'of our tracks.· What w:as meant,to b_e 
· said .was that- the' re_duction in starting tune for the circuits or the .signals . 
. and gate·s:atthe Sperling Avenue crossing was put into effect bt Order 

No_. R24413 issued by the· Canadian Transport Commission. . ' 
'" '' ~· - ."! '' ·.' ' ,' -·, ' 

' Th·e signal' starts ·at the; crossing for trains approaching Vancouver t 
B .C. , are establishe'd' for 20 mph and for a time of Z5 seconds p·rior to 

: thi time. the train enters the' crossing. The' starting times for trains 
leaving Vancouver he'ading to White Rock are .establ:lshe'd for 30' mph · 
arid.b1:tginning the' warning at 25 seconds o.way from the· crossing. The 
sloV? order. to which everyone seems to refer to is a 10 mph .slow, order 

. establishe'd by·the' railroad from a safety standpoint due to tho· fact 
we are· crossing the' peat bog at some point towards Vnncouvet• from 
the· Sperling Avenuo crossing. I believe this nnswe1·s Question No. l 

· in the' third parngraph of your above referenced letter . 
. :. l . . : - . . 

In answer to Question No. 2, yes. the condition that w nrrnnted the slow 
ordet• still does exist. 

In regard to Question No. 3, at this m·oment we do not lmqw what tho 
solution would be to solve tho' problem which is gaologiclll in naturo. 
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ITEM 1 

MANAGER'S REPORT NO. 38 

COUNCIL MEETING 1978 05 15 

Mr. E . E •. Olson • P . E . 
Page 2 · 
April 12, 1978 

t·· 

Om• people will, in the· near future; make an inspection of the area 
involved in thf'• zlow order· to determine if it is possible for us to raise 
the· ~rpt:ed r_estriction slightly and keep a close check on the area to 
determine if alignment problems would develop. , 

However., :rre· would be unable to change the· starting circuits ori this 
Sperling; Avenue crossing _without approval of the Canadian Transport 
Comrnissio~ and we would not attempt to request a change until such . 
time as H had been dete·rinined.thata·substantial increase in speeds 
could ce· obtained without detrimental effect to the: aligmrient of tht 
railroad across the· peat bog. ;_< · · ' · 

. -~,--<,.. ~-. ··:__ ~.:<>· ·:. :,~ _. .... '• ,., ',. '/(=;(~~~-~: . . ~ '• -~ .. : . - .. - . 'l . 

. Ttruit'y~i:i will ke~p'th~:;a1i~-~:y-:posted ;s to the" future of the·proposed' 
Kensington Avenue overpass. ., .. -· ._; .. · .. ·. 

. . .·.i~. '.:... 

· Mr. J. J • Eisler 
· Regi.onal Engineering Manager· 
Railway Transport Committee· .. 

,_••:.•. 

BentaJl One~- 1719 :w 505" Burrard St. 
· Vancouver, B.C. V7X lM6' 

,,, . 
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ITEM 1 

MANAGER'S REPORT NO. 38 

COUNCIL MEETING 1978 05 15 

·, 

r--~::; 
/,.,.~-~ .)-_: -~ BURLINGTON NORTHERN 

r-·· ~ ... , 
.&...!.• .• · .· .... ,._;/ . 

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 
Seattle Region 

r\'lr. E • E. Olson, P .E . 
Municip:?..l Engineer 
'X'h\:: .Corporation of the District 
.ofBurnaby _. 

494.9 Canada Way 
Burnaby,·ri. c~. V5G L'\112 
'CruiadU · -

i\I::-. H~ Bacon, 
'I'raffic ·. Supervisor 

,· ''-" -,,·•, ··,.. ,, 

800 Third Avenue 
Seattle, 1.Vashington 98104 
Telephone (206) MA in 4- i 900 

May 2, 1978 

File: 

.· •. · With furtherreferericeto''my. letterof.,April.12 ••. ·1978, pertaining·, to the . ,, 
tery mpllsl9,iCQr<iefon.ourright-of~,ray an<i tracki;; justbeyond ~perijng · 
Ayc_riuejvharc ''.'ie''c:ross the·peat llog in Btirn,aby~ - . ... .. . . . - ' .... 

'.As/stated,iifmy leHcr,. we t-.:ouldinvestigate'the ,situation·to •determine if·•· 
: sny'inc:rt.'3~:e in speeds vi.o\lld~b~ vrnrranted' or safe t'c)trayel'Se th~. orea).Il • . :questioii. ,' ,·· . ,• . ; ,·.··' . . . . ' ,, " ' . 

. ·.' ,' ')'.{]( ': r ... :Illis.ls to adV,iscthat.ourpeople ha-ve made a further.:L'eview of.the area nnd 
. ·· \_., fo date still"a:re unable fo determine a proper•. solution and thci•eforc, still have 

... · :Jeff the ten mph speed restriction ac1•os_s the area for the' safe ope1•ation of the 
· · /heavy traffic on our lines through the area. · ·· 

, . ·, . ·, ' ,' . ' 

.. )-«7e. : ...... · t·.r· u·l·· •u .... r·,. 
·, :>' • ' ,..,.,. '" ~ _., \.;\A i>_~ 

· c. F. ·Intlekofer 
, Director, EX1gineering ' ' <tr:·: 
·.•·· ' . ' ,,,,C../•'· ~-- -;~~--t.•·) 7 
:.-. ·. , .-~.- ., Y_ ~.,,,, ✓--• 

.' ' .. ,, • ,/\ I 

By: v L: I... George 
· . ,Engineor, Public Wot•ks 

·y/ Mi•, J. J. Eisler. 
,, Regional J~ngincering Mimuger 

Rf\ilwuy 'l'ransport Ccmmittcc 
Bontnll One 
1710-505 J31Jri·nrd i3t. 
V rm.couvt:11 , n. C. V7Y.. 11\~6 
Canada 
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