
ITEM 4 
MANAGER'S REPORT NO. 44 
COUNCIL MEETING 1978 06 12 

Re: LETTER FROM EDMONDS MUSIC STUDIO WHICH APPEARED ON THE 
AGENDA FOR THE 1978 MAY 29 MEETING OF COUNCIL (ITEM 6a) 
ILLEGAL SIGNING 

Appearing on the 1978 ~fay 29 agenda was a letter from Mr. Dan Johnson who 
wishe_s to retain .a sign which contravenes municipal by-laws. Following 
is a report from the Municipal Engineer on this matter. 

Attached are five pages of pictures which show just a small number of street 
signs which were selected at random to illustrate the problem that is referred 
to in the Engineer's report. · 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. THAT the request of Mr. Dan Johnson of the Edmonds.Music 
Studio of 7251 Kingsway, and similar requests for special 
permits to erect signing within street rights-of-v1ay 
be denied. • 

2. THAT a copy of this report be sent to Mr. Dan Johnson. 

* * * * * 

78 05 24 

TO: MUNICIPAL M..l\NAGER 

FROM: MUNICIPAL ENGINEER 

SUBJECT: ILLEGAL SIGNING 

Reference the submission of Edmonds Music Studio dated 
78 05 17. 

This request, from Dan Johnson of Edmonds Music Studio, 7251 
Kingsway, comes as the result of a recently stepped up campaign 
to have illegal matex:ial, specifically advertising signs, removed 
from the public street allowances. With this increased enforce
ment.council can expect several requests similar to Mr. Johnson's 
for permission to place signs within highway rights-of-way1 
therefore, we are taking this opportunity to inform Council of 
some of the background to our initiating this enforcement 
program. 

The increased enforcement is the result of numerous complaints 
from the public regarding the potential hazards to pedestrians 
cm used by "sandwich board" signs located on sidewalks. We have 
also received several complaints stating thnt these, and other 
illegal signs and material within the street rights-of-way, 
cause view obstructions when they are located adjacent to 
driveways or near intersecting streets and lanes. 

~~he Edmonds Music Studio, and 44 other premises within th<;) 
vicinity, to date, have been delivered notices, copy ~ttache~, 
informing thorn of Section 24 (1) of tho Burnaby Stroot and 
Traffic By-law and tho pending enforcement of this Section. 
Th.ese not1rn:H:l are hand dc:)livo:r.ed by Bngineodn9 Dopurtmont 1 

Staf.E · and giV(:l tho da.to, usually the follow.in9 businoss dny 
(Monday to J.i'riday) aft,n:- which the offcncl.1.n9 sign:i.nr;r will be 
J:·omoved hy .M1.m:i.cipal Cr.cws. '.l.'he r.iutho:r.ity t;o impound any si9n 
within i:lle t1t.reot allowanl".!C is contninad wlt:h.i.n Soction 35 (l.) 
of t.ho St:rEietr.; and 'I'J~a:f:f:i,.., By-law, (sr~c Dttilchment). 

(oont'd) 
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Previous attempts at controlling illegal signs by notifying_ 
owners of the offending signs and requesting their voluntary 
compliance with the Streets and Traffic By-law failed due to 
the refusal of some parties to comply. This was compounded by 
the difficulty in locating the owners of some signs, such 
as those advertising real estate. 

107 

The Sixth-Edmonds-Kingsway area was selected as the initial 
enforcement area due to the complaints of the Eastburn 
Neighbourhood Area. The enforcement program coincided with 
a similar program instituted in the City of Vancou·,er wh it:h was 
given local press publicity, see copy of newspaper article attached. 
Burnaby also received press coverage recently regarding their 
"lack of enforcement" of By-laws controlling the p:coliferation 
of illegal signs. The magnitude of the problem of illegal signs, 
and other material, is such that it will take seve£al weeks to 
cover all of Burnaby. The areas of heaviest vehicular and pedestrian 
traffic such as Kingsway and Hastings Street will be covered 
initially as they are also the most densely "popul;ited" with 
illegal signs~ 

As stated previously>the request from Mr. Johnson could be the 
first of many that result from this enforcement. The arguments 
by Mr. Johnson in favour of retaining this sign are probably 
similar to those which could be received in the fui:ure, i.e. : 

1. "My sign has caused no bodily injury" - WhilP. this 
may be true so far as his particular sign is concerned 
we have.had reports·of accidents whose c:ause' has been 
attributed to the placement of illegal signs. 

2. "No damage to passing vehicles" - We have had cases 
where.such signing has created view obstruct::.ons 
that have resulted in motor vehicle accidents. 

3. "It is.no more of a nuisance than telephone poles, 
bus stops benches, concrete flower holders or. litter 
containers" - All of these items, as well as street 
name signs, lamp standards, etc., are in the public 
interest in that they provide an essential service or 
have aesthetic appeal. The location of these items 
are approved by the Engineering Department aud are 
selected to avoid creating any undue hazards. 
Telephone and Hydro poles are, wherever poss.i.ble, 
being replaced with underground wiring for both 
aesthetic and safety reasons. 

4. " •.. and has not bothered anyone" - The numbe!" of 
complaints we have received clearly indi.cate that 
this type of street furniture does bothnr many people. 

5. "I will definitely lose sales by not placing my sign 
on your curb" - This statement, more than any of the 
others, could be used by everyone placing a Hign out 
in the street and should not be accepted as r1n excuse 
tp violate an existing Municipal by-law, 

In addition to the Burnaby Street and Traffic By-lKw we would 
advise that the placement of the noted type of signing is in 
violation of tha Burnaby Sign By-law Section S,3 (l) which 
states in part: 

"S.3 General Siting and Location Standards: 

( 1) No business sign, non-accessory sign, 
spec:l.al purpose sj,gn, or identif.icaticin 
sign shall ba placed on, w:Lthin c.,r above 
publ:l.c propo.rty ••• 11 

(cont'd) 
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In summary, advertising signs, and other material placed 
illegally within the street rights-of-way have become a 
major problem and are of concern to both the public and 
ourselves, therefore, using the provisions of the Burnaby 
Street and Traffic By-law we have initiated an enforcement 
program to eliminate this problem. 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. THAT. the request of Mr. Dan Johnson of the Edmonds 
Music Studio of 7251 Kingsway, and similar 
requests for special permits to erect signing 
within the street rights~of-way,be denied. 

THAT a copy of this report be sent to Mr. Dan Johnson. 

Traffic Supervisor 

r ' ' \ • ~, • ' ' 

., 
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Dear Sir and/or Madam: 

The signing you have placed ',vi thi:1 the l•:-..i~iicipal' 

street allowance in front of 

is in violation of the Burnaby Street and Traffic By-law 4299, 

Section 24 ( 1) •. This section reads as follo,,;s. 

"Section 24 (1). No person shall excavate 
in, do or construct ariy works upon, cause 
a nuisance upon, encumber, obstruct, injl!rc, 
foul, or ·damage any portion of a high~•:ay 
or other .public place without written . 
pe~raission·~o to do from Council and 
except under such terms and conditions 'as 
may be imposed by the Council in such 

. permission~ II • . 

Any. sign(s) iri violation of Section 24 (1), B:y-law 

· 4299:,. appearing ~1:-. the_ above location after 

will be' removed and disposed of by Municipal crews. 

Yours truly, 

................. , ____ ........, . 
........... ..,.,, .. , 

' .. ,.., 

(l) W.1.thout limiting the f.m:cgoing, ol.1 peaco 0H:ko1:o n::c hcrnl.1>' 

authorized and empowered to r~movc, dctnin, or i~vou~d «ny vchicla, 

chattel, or ohstruct:tou unlavful).y occupy:lng t.my port ion ot n hir,r.

wny or public JllM'.a, and ,t,?.,rt~covcn~ 1111. cM1tl'l ,ind c>:r,(mRcE.J incur.red 

thoroby o:l.thcr from thu own,'lr of the ch:1t:t:al, or by the: !,:111: of; tllo 

chott~l at public nuction, or by uctio~ in nny Court uf c~mputcnt 

jurisdiction. 

' 'f • ~ , I' t ,I ' 
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. Sidewalk signs still on Rob.son Friday. 
; . ~ ; ' . . \, . ;, ,: .: ' . ! . .•. '; ~ . 

. Si4ew~i1~ sjg~s. 
sCized by ·city; 

. :. ,'' 

Vancouver has confiscated 30 to 35 side
walk signs in the pr.st moz:th, assiwint city • 
engineer David Hudb0rg said I•'riduy, 

City council ordered a crackdown on such 
signs, sayinl{ they ar,i haz:irdous to the 
blind :ind hund!cnpped ::ind impede pedes
trians. 

Hudbc:g said morn thnn GOO si!;n•owners 
have 'been not!fb! and tho tot:i! will lik0ly 
rc:nch nbout 1,000 by the ti1no the city has 
l.i!~<:n cornbccl. · 

The downtown nnd most of the Brnndw:1y 
and M.1ln Stre,~t ar.-:L1.s have b,:t:11 covered. 

"Our mr.n explai:1 the rule~ and if, ~-1 
lic,urs Inter-, the ~il!Jl is still thoro, we pick it 
up," s:iid Hudbcrg. ·: 

"ThrHe ha\'e b•·on no conf, ,irit:itions lllat 
!'n, aw:n·,: of," b,! ::.lid. '".lnl' campd11:11•~ 
r:oin1: \'('ry wdl ;u1d I.he li:i:,inh~ communi• 
ly hri:; bc,m very'co•op1.;rnt,vt•." 

0•,1·1ier:; w!10,:,, :,i1:1u ll:1ve l;,.1.•11 Mn{l~cat• 
1d c:111 n•trirv,: !Lem f111:n tlt,i <'ity iorn $25 
fr:e. lt11i.lb,.ru :,,tid only 011,: ll:u; don,) i,,i, 

1. to 
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EO~!Oi~LJS S'lREET 
(North side) 

#15 ALBERT'S TAKE-OUT 
7355 Edmonds Street 

Description: 
One sandwich board 
sign located 45" 
from sidewalk curb 

. "' 

#16 ONE llOUR MARTINIZING 
7353.Eclmonds Street 

Description:· 
One sandwich board 
sign located 22" 
from sidewalk curb 

·1/17 EDMONDS TRADING 
CENTRE 
7319 Edmonds Street 

Do:icr:1.r,tion: 
OncJ rrnndwi.ch bonr.d 
n:i.gn locnted 6" 
from s.L<lewalk cui:·b 
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#12 FOREMOST DISCOUNT 
S'tORE 

7387 Edarnn<ls Street 

Descr:i.pU on: 
One sandwich board 
sign lGcated 20" 
from sidewalk curb 

. .. , 

fll3 TOMHY 'S Ht.R..1<.ET 

7375 Edmonds Street 

Description: 
ThrE-G signs-, 
(a) One sandwich board sign 

located 11" from sidewalk 
curb 

(b) One portable business sign 
located 5 11

' from sidewalk 
curb 

014 VJMMY'S MARK~T 
7375 Edmonds Streat 

fa, s er :i. pt: j on: 
(c) One portnhl~ 11 

bl,l\,.l.l!C•Ht, :;:i.en 
1 u c: n L n d l !1 " 
f: 1:('11! :: .i. t\(!\hl lk 
ctn·h 

;Baker~; 
iG ·ods· ·. (L _._ . 
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EDMONDS STREET 
(:forth s i<le) 

4118 THE SCISSORS 
7305 Edmonds Street 

Description: 
One sandwich board 
sign located 5' 
from sidewalk curb 

EDMONDS STREET 
(South side) 

' 

... , 

1fl9 EDMONDS APPLIANCE 
CENTRE 

7832 Edmonds.Street 

Description: 
One sandwich board 
sign located l' on 
public s.idewalk . 
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SD'.Tl-l STREET 
(\fas t s ir.h!) 

if 29 OSCAR T. V. SALES 

7877-6th Street 

Description: 
One. sandwich bonrd 
sign located 1'5" 
from sidewalk curb 

.... , 

#3 0 TEXACO GAS STATION 

6th Street & 10th 
Avenue 

Description: 
One large sandwich 
board sign located 
on the walkway. 
The sign .is placed 
against the inside 
walkway edge and 
extends to the 
centre of the 
walkway. 

SIXTH STREET 
(East side) 

#31 TICKY-POO 
LAUNDRY11AT 

7852-6th Street 

Description: 
One large sandwich 
board sign located, 
in landscoping. 
Tl • • ] I 8" 10 SJ.gn l.S .. 
from the ins:i.de 
sidC!Wnlk edge, 

--------------
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KINGSWAY 
(West side) 

f/40 TEXACO GAS STATION 

Kingswai & 11th Ave 

Description: 
One sandwich board 
sign located 11~'8" 
from curb edge 

... , 

//41 PACIFIC 66 

7855 Kingsway 

Description: 
One largesandw~ch 
board sign.partially 
secured in land- . 
scaping and extendin~ 
onto wa_lkway 

KINGSWAY 
East side 

#42 GASOLINE ALLEY 
Kingsway & 13 Ave. 

Descr:i.pt:ion: 
Numerous s :f.gns 

' ' .. ,, 

....... "1':• . • . 
' I' 
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