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ITEM · 13. 

MANAGER'S REPORT NO.. 35 

COUNCIL MEETING M.::m o /7-7 

Re: LICENCING AND STERILIZATION OF DOGS 

Following is a report from the Chief Licence Inspector regarding a 
propos_ed amendment to the "Burnaby Dog Tax and Pound and Animal 
Regulation By-law No. 6191." 

RECOMMENDATION: 

' 1. .THAT a by-law to amend By-law No~ 6191 be orought down. to 
provide for a $15.00 .refund of a dog licence fee.within six months 

- of the pux,chase of a licence if the owner provides medical . 
certification that . the dog has been sterilized •. 

' ' . : ,, 

o:f' 2l. February 1977, _Cowic_il enquired in ·regards· -to_ 11:cencing 
nri::>i:!f!dnLres_ ;y:oµ.ng dogs and the owne_1· 's eligibility ~o . obtain_ a _licence at 

appUca.ble to neutered. males or spayed females.-· 
~ . . . . 

The Burnaby Dos Tax and Pound and Animal Regu.lation By-law No. . 6i91 pr~vides 
that the owner of every dog shaJ..1. .. obtain o, licence for H. No minimum age . · · 
requirement ia aet down and for severaJ. yea.rs, licences have been applied to 
dogs when'they a.re weaned from the:t:r mother. 1.rh:i.s j_s usually a.t six to eight 
weeka of a.ge. 

• . Current dog licence fees a.re : 

Male, 
FemaJ.e 

$21.00 
$21,00 

Neutered Ma.le 
Sp11yed l!'emal.e 

$6.oo 
:fi6.oo 

. Sterilization of dogs is generu.U.y not meclicnJJ.y :f'eus:l.ble unt;:1.1 they are 
a.pproximf.l.tely s:tx months old.. A :porson who ncs1LliJ7C:H1 n puppy ia therei'o:re :!'aced 
with pn.ym~mt; of' n *21.00,:Liconcn :fee evon t;hongh they :1,ntend to have it 
ate:t•:l.lize,1 a.t the ea1•lie1J'I., possible 1;:1.11113. 

The a.P.C,A. will not p1.•ovid.e dogn o:r.· c1i.to J:'or o.dopi;ion l.tnlerrn ·bhe v1•ospective 
owner ngreea to ha.v,J :l,t i:rhc:n:iJ.:lzo1l. Ai; I.ho •birne of aclopt:Lon, prepnymr.mb for 
a·ber:l.l.:l.zation is made nccm.•r1i11g l:.o thr.1 1.i:pp:l.:l.cnblr:1 1•1,liefl of i;he S.P.tJ,A. 1 a clin:l.c 
and the owner :to :l.nnued. n cm:b:l.fl<:1ibo :r:·c,.r.- 11puy:l.ng o;r.• nel:i.tier:l.ng arJ the ca.so m.ny be. 
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This certi'fica.te declares that the credit may be used at their clinic or at 
a private clinic of the owner Is choice. If the operation is performed at a 
private clinic, the veterina.ria...'1. submits the certificate to the S.P.C.A. for 
reimbursement of the prepaid amowit. Any additional charges are a matter 
between the aniroal I s owner and the operator of the clinic. 

At the time the certificate is issued, the dog owner pays a licence fe-e based 
on a sterilized dog. In the event the dog owner does not proceed with ster-:-

. ilization, the prepaid surgical. fee is turned back and applied to a full 
licence· fee and any surplus is refunded. 

~ . . . . 

Sin.ce .the opening of their clinic, the. S.P.C.A. has extended use of the certi
. ficates tc(persons who already own a dog and .wish to have it steriliz'ed. This 
program appears to be working satisfactorily, particularly in view of the fact 

. th,t since, th~ clinic opened, there ha.s been a waiting period of up to six weeks. 

A J.ocalveterinarian has questioned this practice on the pointtha.t in.order to 
receive the benefit of reduced licence fees,'dog owners are obliged to make 
arrangementsexclusively through the S.P~C.A. and, therefore, we a.re favouring.,.· 
.their . clinic: . . -

In order to maintain a neutral position, we have examined an adjustment to this 
program. The Municipal Solicitor advises that Council may enact a by":"la.w to .. ·.· 
fix and va.:cy~he.~ount<yflicence fee according to the sex, age, size ()r.breed 
of .. dog •. Therefore; .we propose that every dog owner shall pay a licence fee .of. 

'$21~00 for each dog and they. shall then be eligible for a refund of $15~00, this. 
~being .. the ;difference between. a 'full licence fee and the fee for. st.e:dlized dogs, 

.· if trie dog is ;sterilized within six moriths of the issuance of the licence. In 
this way ci~mers :.would proceed 'indeperidentl.y to arrange for sterilization of _ .··· .· 
their,dogs~:'..> The refund woo.ld be granted on receipt. of an application accompanied 
by cori.firxriation of steriliz'ation in the form of a vet Is certificate. ; ·. . . .· . · ........... ·. 

,·.: :•·. . . ~ ,-,, .- .·· .. ,' .. , ', . . . '•· - -. 

The vets :pr~ct1cing in the Municipality indicate that the adjusted program is .. 
acceptable to them. In my opinion, :provision for. the $15. 00 refund. would .. further .•... 
c>Ur animal.' control program by encouraging owners to sterilize their dogs, and 
wou1d enable persons who acquire puppfos to conq,ly with licencing requirements 
while st:i.11 being. eligible for the reduced· lic.ence fee applicable to neutered 
male and spayed female dogs. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. THM a by-law to amend By--J.aw No. 6191 be brought dovm to provide 
for a $15,00 refund of a dog licence fee within six months of the 
purchase of a licence if the owner provides mcdica..l certification 
that the dog has been sterilized. 1/ ' 

·~ 

CHIEF LICENCE INSPECTOR 

PAK.:t\h 

cc. Munio,i:paJ. '.l.'reo.surer 
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