
Re: PROPOSED CIVIC COMPLEX IN NEW WESTMINSTER 

ITEM 

MANAGER'S REPORT NO. 
COUNCIL MEETING Feb. 

On January 24, 1977, Council during inquiries referred to staff the 
attached undated article that appeared in a recent edition of The 
Vancouver Sun. Following are comments from the Director of Planping 
on the proposed development in New Westminster and the regional.town 
center in Burnaby: 
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1. The Livable Regional Program has designated two Regional< 
Town Center locations as having priority, and to be.self 
sustaining by 1986 •. One .isBurnaby.Metrotown,the other 
is. the New Westminster core. The qvi,c Complex proposal· 
is consistent with the above pr:ogram andpriorities. · 

2. Major public buildlngs can and should act as a catalyst in 
fostering private inv~.5tment interest iri the area 

,; '~ 

3. Weha.ve concluded that although some f~eling ,of competitive
ness exists,'it should not be fosterei:las'the developn1entof 

.}f~wT.westminsteY'. .. Can···only. h~lp.•to s,ol,idify:theregional·.·· .. •·.· 
decentralization' program ,and provide inc:tieased:,support')or ' ·.· 

>a_ light ra-pid<t_ransit link between Vancou\Ter and New'Westminster 
which is needed to provide publicStransit: access·i.to Burnaby . 

,.;,:;:,'.i,er Way of looking at th~ ffl~iter 0f/f0mj,<,t1-iiO~ is,to 
·•,.recognize that ~here 1s only,a,lilTli~~damourrt. ofipubli.c/'1 .• • .... 
. ,. sector inve:;;,tment capital·, .. arid only a'ce~t:airi ~eed for>special 

faciii ties ; e.g. ; courthouse~ ... ' goyeI'nment/offices; .· efc •. · ·• There 
·. ;are therefore;some implications ,'for:our·own:;Met:rotown.· 

'\•,,:,.,,_,"," < .;<;::• :,,, ,:_:.,.•••:•: •: •• •• 0 •: ::•'-,. •• ::_;.'.'.'\,,.:•;••• 1_ . .'\•,,::i:::;,,••• ••,•• <,:,•~~ ... ,--:,,•:••• . .-.::, h ... , ..... 7)~::.;••\t\ 

· · ;I~f i.f~[~tai~!~· ~6idt"t ;t~Itl1:!ttr .• If ?~::~:!ti:rrrrr.• 
:site) aridiis\able,to·•.ini"tiate developrrient?d.iscussfons without', 
the>nee<f for majo:r>.:la~d•'assenibly; . . · ,,, . .. 

·' ':,"',: ·:-·~•. ·'a\'"· . ' .;,·, .. _;. - • '.,. .'··,, ,> .' . ,, ,;··•, ·. :. ' 

' Buf.taby' as part 0/~1:~ program :~ill 'also be' ~6lf2iting 
.support and investment .from.the various Provincial'~nd 
agElncies. 

Provided ~oother work items are given prioritywe expect to 
submit our report ori the Burnaby Metrotown in March, 1977.." 

This is for the information of Council. 
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·. Pl,n . fpr ci~i~t,[IP.~':~ . •·· 
. { -~.· 'Kl'· W · a Otl~_~:~P~•.:JP:;,!,~~/.jf _est 

~ I ,f ,-..;.. J 'f-> :,•ff•.,.•'J•; ""'~J •'i)I, •: ).",.~ ..... 9 · •1 ~ 
-. , , _ · Sun Vlcterla Bureau"· ·· · · · · -.:,ul"·'.lf·~wece' prJv~te developers we could 

. , . VICTORIA - Th;· 'B.c:· Dev.elopi;7e~t 'W>ot 'fbt _a llltlcfili:Oi'e from th~ hip ln this 
· Corporation plans a~-mill•••tci.'$1io mil- ·. D_I~~:•; .. · · :':--'· ,· ; h ·· :;:.::'' · 
li9n civic and commercial.-~-for ._; l'i~'9- ~ti!)tmms,~!," .Mayol\ MIJl'II_ E~ 

_ N,e"!, ·westminster•::'Raf ,~;:'(SC- s~d';,11' a"'.fh1U'sd8.Y ~e,le~ interyiew 
_:l!umaby-Edmonds) (told the· -~atare. Jrolll: ,~~-::w~,.i)s l! ~tten~ a 
-•-:'Jburlliay. . .,,-,,,• .,. ,,f•,: .~~~.the l!~i:lerati~•Canadi~ 

__ .\-He 'siM.· · the profec_:~,~ Jir,_ltf~- :Mwuclp_ a_lfu~, tp_.athe.is-"quite confident_ '.' 
P,lll!JID.DI.~_ ljlell; will-·~ti4·0Ji'ii 'sifli··'_-~e sort-of~~opnlent will go ahead on 
·orftri"'•". • ,--1 .. ••-ded ·., ..-• ..;a ;;_.:..... --~.~ .ate_; -~tMnot.;,11. ,dQes · not knoy. .. .,..,· _- · 

t,Alklll,1_ UIIC.11 as .• ,..,cNq....,..,.-s ....... ~~~.~"'ill·~. 
buil~g- for the Insurance 9<,rporation.of '_\Vh~t:it_ ~ ~~;"::...,,i ·· :, · • . 
B.C:_ at ~narvon and Sixth._ , i:; . \.,~-~ . at. while_~-city.has held_ pre

wewen . said ·it· _will~:~~clmra · Iiinirial'y ~~with the BCDC, there 
, major ~o~,-11 new'ii>'uit house, a prof~ . hav~,beeh no·~n}te- de,C1si.ons on what 
· sional ~fffoes building, a conventiOll~nd · might,go,info the'arfia.:Ji~r talks with 
. culturaI;_ccmtre and ~PS: . ,..,. ,;,__ Jhe ~~IXl: a1e set for_fe~. 10; he said. 

-, · _ Loe-..yen ·_ ~d · he . was making -the an- · -:~ers s;n~ he thought som~}!f the de
muncement on behaH·of Economic Devel- tails and figures r~leased by Iaewen were 
opment:~ Don ,Phillips, chair~,af.)·1'~ li~~~;;,. : .· . , .. , : '. 
the. Bo_oc. : --~_·:·•-r--~.\-_.·:,:_, ·::_·-:,_·_ ·gWh .. en..~;tjqf!l·O·~!.·at'eJlll8de .• they·will···be 

He . tad the proje« ·coutd cost $40 ,mil; .·. announc~~J;:: in a~ joidl',~ttatement by . the 
lion to$80 million in its first stage. Over·a ·· ·- BCDC {indthe'city, he'said.\· ·,·; · 
10,-year period, lneluc~mfoftshoot deirel~·., T·:\~;_:.~,•-- :_ - •. ' , - .. ·. ·,· ... 
ment, -_it· could_ involve_ expenditure· of $300 . He sm~ I.he government s decision not. to 
milHon to S400 million he said ._ · .· · · , ~~t -~_{_.lC~<:\~ead_quar~. on ~~t~ . 

" . - · · · . · ' . - · -•· . ,. n-ught·-..~lo\ba'ab~g In disguise. 
. The l'">Jec.~ m ~act, ~.P~,...,.."~'.":'Vlhlle the ICBC centre wof11d have pro-

ate . as, ~uch ~dditlonal _developinent· .~ _ ·, vided abouf1',300jobs, the proposed new 
pos51ble, he said. - . :, ; · - • ·. · , . · · '. deve}opmenr 'will be more diversified and 

_ . Phillips said l~ter the proj~Js still}n attract m9re :fmployees; more tourisb and 
its __ early .. P;:mmng stages and;~ ~a~ no . more business, he said. ; · 
fm ther detmls to release. He said the · IMwen ·said the initial · architectural 
BCDC is·· not negoti1;1ti?g with ICB~. t.o piaiiS: .w:ili be. finl.shed in six weeks with 
have the land for the proJect turned over. finalpl_ans being ,finished in six months. 

Project .manager Robert M~Intyre also He said 'he· expects· construction to be 
sat? there were no details ,vrulable on the under · way' in nine to 12 months. and the 
proJect .,.. · · ' 

"We; e j t b • • ti with first stage completed in three years. · r us egmnmg our mee ngs ·. . -1, .,1• • · 

the Greater Van<.'Ollver regional dl~ict _He said,the,.proj~t wlll coordinate 'lndi-
the New Westminster municipal iluthori- v1d!-1al. p~jeets witllin tho, complex Into 
ties and the provincial government. I . "one \,eautlful over-ell town centre plan. 
wouldn'twnnt lo say anything until W!l de-·. lJ:lewe1f. asked ICBC to turn over Its 

Cine the type of <!evelopment. ,,. · . . property · as quickly ns possible and urged 
MacIntyre . said the BCDC _had its inltinl >the', g_~~o.u,iment to Include a new court 

mnetlng to discuss the project_l.O d11y11;ago·, ,·house., t 
,ind wlll huve II stntcrncnt on the complex· .,I also appeal to ( Provincial Secretary) 
''ln two or three weeks." · . Grace McCarUiy tx, become part of this 

"We wnnt to Ile somewhat discreet with. over~nll, pltm by provlcl!ng thf.l ncc<iss11ry 
our lnfonnnllon," he snid, "because of our eneourngenumt for n possible Queen Eliza-
position we cnn't just sturt lnlklng nbout beth type or culturnl cmtrc," Im snld. 
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