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·SIMON .. ·FRASER UNIVERSITY 
PROPOSED PARKING LOT EXPANSION 

Fo.Howfog is a report from the Director of Planning on a pr~posal 
to expand parking facilities at Simon Fraser University . 

. . Council c;ricur with the Planning Departmentf s 
\proposal "to. issue Preliminary. Plan App1,oval in. this. 

particular ?instance subject· to. the conditions. not_ed 
-in :the Direc:f?r of Planning' s report. ·- . 

jjl;i;i~){{f i[{~iit~{;~~~~,a,:•r;;p 
i:(:;7r~-!Ir{/\:;::::I('i{.1?.,,~q~-~{<>f !>~AN~I.~g;-;;;' 

! < •.. ( :'(°:'. ,~· .. 1-i.:;/.:;·,i-; ::. THAT' copies' of' Mr. Ross! letters be f orwardeci:to: the 
'/.- .· .. of 'Governors· at S.F.U,; arid ,, -, ,, 

. 'TI,IArr' :t,lie.Board _be a.'skod_to. advise the, Municipili ty of the 
outcome of its deliberations after· it has c611Sidered its 
staff. report on April 20, 1976; and 

3 ~, TllAT a, copy of this report be forwarded to the Boa1•d of 
'·Governors at S~F;U." 

C~uncil ~lso passed a motion adding an a<ldi tionn.l recommendation as :follows: 

'"rHAT there , be no oxpn11sio11 of tho prosc:nrtly existing sur
fnce' pnrking nnd that the existing pnrking nroas bo more 

· efficiently used by moans of underground nnd/d1• surf nee 
tier pnrlting and tho Simon Fraser Board o:r. Governors be 
so advised." 

Subsequently, on Apr:Ll 21, 1976 Mr. Gool'go Sun.rt, Vico President, 
Administ1•ntion, wroto to tho Som:etn1•y o:r: tho Pnrks and H.ocrent:lon 
Commiss:l.011 to o.dviAo ns :rollows: 

''Our Board o:f. Govornorf3 at iti:1 mo(:itinrr. o:f' Apr11 20th hnf~ approved 
n rocommondnt:lon :erom tho P1•osidont to tho o:C:roct that bocnuso 
o:L' n roorganiznticm :l.11 our pnrking pol:Lcios, · wo w:l'll not bo :ln a 
position to lrnvo to bu:l.lcl 1idd:lt:l.onnJ. pnrld.np; lots :ln Soptombor 
1976. Novortholoss, somo mon:I.os hn.vo boon 1·oscirv0d :from ou:r 
cnp:l.tnl :fund for tlrn ptt:t•poi;w o:r. lrniJ.d:Lng ndd:1.Uonnl pnrll::l.nv.; lo·ts 
somot:lmo noxt Spring to allow r.or tho nclcl:l.tionn.l n<:rnds thr.1.t will 

187 

bo :r.o:r.thcoming a.El rt roHult o:r. stuclont :lncron1:1os tn Soptombo:r J.97~/. ,, 
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We have no record of any further response by the Board of Governors 
to the position enunciated by Council at the time, but it is a fact 
that development of new surface parking areas did not proceed at· 
that time. 

In addition to the actions noted above, it was requested by Council 
that Mayor Constable enquire of the Simon Fraser University Student 

·council whether or not they would support the Council'resolution in 
relation to·expansion of surface parking presently existing and the 
use of existing parking areas more efficiently by means of under
ground and/or surface tier parking. We understand that, in spite 
of .·three · separate- efforts by the Mayor to obtain a response from :the 

., Student_ Council, they. have. not seen-• fit to express a position on the 
subject •. ·. ·· · · · ·· 

· ln liaison with officials·:at the University, we were advised on May 
.•25, 1976 that although there were no plans at that.time .to expand 

.. \ ":the parking lots in 1976, · they would apply for Preliminary Plan 
: it:··\i Approval. in.· the nonnal way_ when they had a proposal. ' · 
·:\,~'."'.,:','·,~·:,~•-·: . .. -:·:·~· i: ., :',: _.·.-..-• :' ·-.-... "'...· >-·~.,:- · .. :.:,:"_,,·•' .. . .. . ·. ,_. 

,:)f}•\:\1'li:i.:ne with •. this approac}i':we were ·contacted in eariy 1 February by 
,.\/i<?''.':•·Yrepresentiti:ves. of< the' .university and their consulting engineer. in 

/:_:j)>,;)}{!:connection,with ,a· .. current. proposal to develop an additional surface. 
'.:It~,{(/): ;'j'>~r~~n~;ar~~ in th~\v~.c:iniJy of the -~rese1;1t major St\lqent .parking: .. 
•::'.·:/,<f;d,;:,::_ilotsrin ,the.: .. eastern· sector of the University's campusr to acconuno-

;},:,:L:}~:fr/'.) elate ,approximately 4·22 cars.: .. At that time Planning Department staff ••.... •· 
,<'•, 7\,\:ii{\{agairi\'presented an o:ver:view: of the Council ':s stated position ~gard- -• . 
. :,~S,::\(!:i}: ::t~'.lig_'(el[~e*_s'ion~,:.of· .. sur·f ace: parki,ng .. lots .. _versus··· accommoga t ion ... of ·--:('Ur- . 
•'•Y::::r:??;,;.:r~Jt~·er. r~quir.ed'',)parking_·.t,y>me.ans_,.of underground and/o~. _surface tier .· 
f{i);;t;~t):f.f\Tparking'/t\ At'''that•·. time• the ... University's ··representativds_ out 1 ine,d ·.the·• .· 
;';>/;:iC;f;.-tfJ;co'st~(ramificat ions. of · such :an:· approach ciri .. light :·of • the <University's . 
;::::r?rJltcf;\tlbudget .. ,cconstra.irits·: and lni:Uding program· priori ties for: pther educa;_ 
-:;·:"::;,:),,),/j~~7;/;t:tional;'.facilities;'.:'and·:indi:c:ated .that they did not believe the .· ·•·•·· -if tt¥i!ti~ltt~toif ij]23/J}}J"}~t!ition;to .. finance ~ch.cost .parking .· 
~-:::?t~;':;,,'.-':/:';/:;i;_,UJ)()n)·re.vi·ewing;:the-·simori Fraser University Master Development Plan , 
· .. \'.:,.:/·b,?.ii:f;pr~pared :iri::1963 ·.· and.' adopted, as the overall basis for}ultimate campus 
,: ,;.\~f\:•:;;;-f•:;development, it ,was noted /that .the principal parking :t'acili ties con- · 
::.';'':i\C.':\?>•t~emplated from the beginning for the University were -t;o be developed .. 
·/,'':>.:'(·.·'.'.on··.·.the .surface,·in:' the south-east quadrant of .the campus. From the 

.:•<•::) :·· •. ·information available it is apparent that· these facil:i. ties were to 
.. \/}::,_be:Acconimodated on terraced graded tiers with landscaP,ed tree belts 

,":.;". separating the tiers and providing for a break-up of what .othe.rwise 
·· :might have appeared ae.· a massive single parking lot. fin light of. 

this conceptual approach that had initially been adopted, and the 
:-.fa.ct that the development proposal then being made (February of 1977) 
• .. did.' not reflect this approach .and would have necessitated the removal 

of·an area of good existing.evergreen vegetation, our .. staff suggested 
· tha.t they examine the po·ssibibili ty of a "pod" type o~: parking exten-
. sion · if they did not feel they could accomplish underground or dec,ked 
parking, _and that some suitable approach which protect1,ed good existing 

. , treed areas and provided for terracing and screening ~f any expaJ.lded 
· lots, could be put to Council for their consideration; 

+ • ' ' ' ~ 

In response, the University. established an inventory qf existing 
good stands of troes utilizing aerial photogrnphs and ;field surveys 
and commissioned n parking ,St\ldy by Arthur Erickson Architects in 
order to deal with the problem. 

As n result of this work they luwe 1·ovised thoir proposal to protect 
to tho grontest extent possible, tho existing nrons of vnltmbl.e tree 
growth, nnd to set guidelines for tho dovoloprnont of' n strong podos
trinn spine, 

The resulting proposal would provido npproximntoly 400 ndditionnl 
pnrlting spa.cos by wny of n sotrtho;i;•ly oxtensj,on oJ' existing parking 
lot 13 on a. now torrnc1oc.l n.ron to tho south o:f:' n.nd hoJ.ow tho olovntion 
of tho curront lowest l.ovol, 'J.'ho proposal w:Lll provi.cfo :ror n. lnnd-
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· scaped buffer abutting the new terraced area in order to retain the 
· : • same visually isolated quality that existing "pods" of the parking 
;lot currently displace. Due to the shift in elevation and the 
. perimeter natural and supplementary tree growth to be provided,this 
.approach will prevent .the visual image of a single large parking 

· ,, lot full of cars. The location chosen is one which will minimize 
,. :,.1;he.'.impact of parking lot extension on treed areas, and with the 

. exception of only a few conifers, will result only in the clearing 
· of an ,area with alder :vegetation., · 

' ··,· .. x.C:, :./:'CONCLUSION: 

: ':/!{!/if .:A1i'11~rig1>.' the Planning Department 'is mindful•,' of the position expressed 
'.<: :(:'.,:: ::Y;. l>y}the, Council iri. March 1976 concerning any further. surface. parking 

:/::\·;J: lpt developnent. :at the. University, it recognizes the ,concept en- .. 
~:.;,,

0 i;/i, visioned ,in .the· original Master Plan for the campus andthe realities 
.' ', , · > "> ;:. >:'>' Of:\underground parking ', lot construct ion for large . inst 1 tut ionar ~f aci..: 
/;::,;~{:'.<:;:J\~li~ies·:such·•as iSimon· Fraser University.·. The approach currently being 
:a· ,\:;,'\/:}propoS~<Lby ,the University,,for its expansion .of ,parking lots at .this' 
.;:;;;'.''t)!: :·t/' t inie.:'is;.consist~nt with , good ·practice.·· in that;;'.,i t reflects·• th•f reteil,;.. , 
'.i:' · ;,,';{··i{:;., ·;·Ct'fon:fof/major tree belts: to 'separate future. parking facilities .which 
·;\\j;(,,{},(\,'.:·''mii:y,.:,be •...• required, .• provides ... ·a·,pod-like .... developme_nt' .pattern•for·,these .·· .. ·• 
,}'.. :•:r;:;"~'.f;':.'.f~cflities reminiscent of· the developneil"t. pod:approach ,used .in :the.. . 
;'/ i{}f\,\J,\l•'Burnaby<200'. housing·•· project.·.·in.,whi'ch .. substantial tree.•,belts •are:re-' .,. 
i\\',:',f,;;,:\(''.'t:5tai.'lied·:. to: .. contairi a.nd iscree.n··j;erra.ce~ .. development ·areas,.:and ·.•in, ·that .· 
,~, ;t,'/\ .. ,;;,~,t:,)i,t{f¢on:t,f3Jilplates\.th:e:'·developnent of.>a.r:a.tiorial:a,nd ... we11.·•·develo~d;.S)'Stem 
i :,: ft,J:,;;:::·'pi'{pe~'32:itria.n}paths',·connectingito .a."·~ajor pe.destria.n spine· ... c~nnect:l.ng 
.·::, .. · .. •~.i-:'.i,:~::to·~the· University'complex:1tself. · . . . 

•?·.'.t~tf {~tiIS(c:;l~}\~!{:~~•;~1j:%itrfr~fI~,ii4-i~:Ji:~~.Jrit•'·. ,,is,. p~E!par,~cI;, ~o•.··.~.Jj,po;t .. ·th:.· .... ·~,:U.ren t 
1,••:/.t:c}t/;Ji:t•iproposa1;;in''principle/;'subje·ctt<> :th·e ·submission .of. a .'detai led.i·grading 

\illliittilf Jlili!~@~i~~r~; ;i!t;[~im~~~Ilii~;~::•·.· 
('!.;\:;},)ii:;;f}:1t::;.11!1Pl.43!11~~t'3~.'!.i~>~f?-is,, ,nd. future exp~s~<>n propos,als. ·. On th~s ba.,~is, 
·.:. 7 ,:''.)7\::/y;;:,::,s.µbj~ct:tc:>.Counc11rs concu.rrence,· it is proposed that Preliminary 
:2'';.:''.\-'i?:::;f~Pla:nf::Approval be/issued for .the current parking lot development 

<: 'f ]i{:f })ff f /!~l~ii10N\ i . . . 
;; ,, ·.· ,.,' ,::,' ·.::·,:.·;:{\iI''recoJ?lrite'nde·d mAT Council concur with the Planning Department's 

:'pt6po·sal ,,to issue Preliminary Plan Approval in this instance subject 
to,the'conditions mentioned aboveo 

DGS:cm 
Attach, 

__ .. ,. l n -·, ' 
.-:-•·, f "' 

I, j 1 •,I . r, ( rr•, • I\ 
1 :_r .( __ ... {·- ., (,).!, ,4• ...... " 
\•'·· · ··A. L. Parr, 

..... , DIRECTOR OP PLANNING, 
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Re:·, LETTER.DATED MJ\RCH 4, 1976 FROM MR. G. ROSS, CHAIRMAN, 
· ' BURNABY SPEC REGARDING ADDI'f!ONAL PARKING AT S .F. U. 

• 1 -' ·• ,.· - LETTER. DATED FEilRUARY. lJ, 1976 FROM MR~ G. ROSS, 
,4196_ HALIFAX STREET, CONSIDERED BY COUNCIL ON FEBRUARY 23, 
.1976 ON THE SAME SUBJECT 

:,,, · ~. INQUIRY RAISED IN COUNCIL ON FEBRUARY 9 1 1976 ON THE SAME SUBJECT 

190 

·. :/(;-.>,/i.f::-•.'..~.··:: i' .--:,., .. ··::· : .. :'' ·,:·.. •····.; ._., ··": . ' . . ' . : i~ Z;/::'.\An·:'inquir::,-.-~a~ •. i:-aised in'Council on Februnry .9, .1976 in which information was requested 
·'.;•:://;w.1thirespect: ,to a· proposed clearing of land for the provision of th·e "yearly provision 
';'f~/}p_f .. a~~additior..al 490 pn.rkiug spaces" on Burnaby ?-Iountaiu as reported by the S.F.U~ · 

i}_,:?{::'~t%t{jttt\ttt~r::l·~r:·~eaklf.· .. . · . 
,.:_,:,,,/:~:,-:f!'tl_e_ti::er'_dated 1''ebruary 13, 1976 was also received by Council in this connection 
:::· . ... t',-::~·February"'23, 1976, from· Mr. George E. Ross, 4196 Halifax Street. 

i{;t)I{i§:~:~,~i;ii~\~rth~:.,.ge~da fo~-~he.:Majch a',"·1976 Co,un~n ineeting isa _copy of~ let~e;r' 
'.;J}:,;,;iti?}dated:March:-4, .1976t,from Mr.• George Ross, Chairman, Burnaby SPEC, 5358 Norfolk Street, 
L·/iLf'\b)al'so'. ~xpressing· concern ·:over> the possibility of ex'pansionof' the s .F. u. p~rking lo.ts. ·.· r~·; \/~-··~t~-?\~~(;{<.\\)::~~-::·:··:~.·::··:<~?+):,l-:: .. ~;./}t;;-.. _:· . ..-... ~;·_:t;: ,"::---~/. ~ , "-:·~- > ~ : .; _•:_;. ·::: :· · .,._ -· ... ... ·· · · · · · .. · · -
i _:-:;_:/(:'.:ln-,disc,us~·1rig\thi's-!matter with an official at,'s.F.U. the Hupicipal Manager has dis-· 
;: .•·::,:'_,•:\:covered':"that:::\ :·, i;: ·,·'' ; ' ,, ''. ·, . '', " . ' ' ' 1

. ' ' 

·•the•imp~~veinent~~ •·,tl1ere wiU ,;still .·be ~ 
.' . . ' ' ~·· ... 

i'\':t·;'.i ~J\','::·~::c't'','1976 'afte~ chimgcs:in::policy.and' an additional shortfall in 1977. , The. · · .. ··" ·°' 

f ltf ttJi~f {ilf f !!IJ!f iiiJ;f ijJ~iii\i~ti;fa;~1:~};i~~i~;:tm·!::·~J~ot!"~~:{.rd ~f 
::',.'.,:-''.',\'::•.<{_,_,_,:6~',C:'.Any'cXp'enc!it(,re for-'the workcinvolved must ·be appr~ved by the Board. 
r;.;·~~:i.;.iI.:i)_:1r:;;i>::•-;.~~,~;~\:~/:\~>~,~/·-~:.::._::~r~;: ... <~:•:·/·:~." :-~·.··\<•-:,·.-:;/ .. :::. :~ ·_,,. ·}·· · - '. -· .. __ .,· .. , 
1:•//::_:ttr::A,riyo!le/concerned w:f.th thematt.er r,f parking exp1111sion at S:F.ll. wouid be well 
:'::J:,tf:;i4''."/to corre,ilpond·with -th~ Boar<l. prior to its April .20th meeting. 
[ .. :·1_:.,;•'(~\?;\}~·'.'•:}\ ~-~.~~: .. ~.!; '.'.'':~;:.'.·•:"b;_'_,.;• :,'',,-;:: t• '•. ·,•, .. ': •,.,. ·,.,,·•.·• I ; . -~ , • . •' ; ' ',_ , •. • , •, , 

i ::·::::.·:)::::}~~ '.~irrn~by,,Mouritain 'Cnnservat,ion l\rM 'desig~ation adopted by Coundl on July 7, , 1975 
· <;,,(/<provides· for the ,!onservatinn of .more undeveloped lands under university ownership , 

';,:·.,/outside of i:he·nrea· presently d~signated for P6 (Rl1gional Institutional) development;. 
'::' :this: i~: in!l<eeping with the. original agreement. between tho Corporation and th.e Province 

._ ·. ;~•luirein:;:b11ds ni,t: 'required or othorwise topographically unsuitable ,for further university 
::>;• ,_daveiopment ,would he dovot:ed to public open space uac, · This therefore necessitates that. 

·':, any/additional ar~~a rcquit'<.ir.l for univarsity pnrking be restricted to the P6 davelopment 
: area. 

,- .;•The changa,'in,ui;c of the automobile over tho next. few years will un~oubtadly have an 
·::

1 :,imptict ,on parkins tlCfldS f.or any insti.tntion, 'On the ot:hat· hnnd, th~ likelihood t.if a rapid 
::. ,cha'ngo which would elimimito tlrn ne'1d for expansion of pnrk'Lng facilit::l,es generally is 

probably remote; In any avant, it is only ronaonablo to nnsure that ci1e changing use of 
the autornobifo and its impact on S,Io',U, ho considtirecl in determining tho actual nmount 
.o,f any parking oxpnns:Lon required at this im,t:itut:!.on. '£he staff at S, F. U, arc nwr~re 

1/~f this problem. 
' ~ ,, ' • t ' 

., . It is the intent of Muni.cipnl 1Jt11ff. tn 111nintt1in a clcrno liobon wit:h the university in 
· 6rdor to halp cnAura thnt nny propdRnl to expand parking lot fncilitioe is restricted 

to the' aci:unl cr1111pui1 dcvolopmont ar.aa and done :l.n n manner that best onhunccHl tht! 
' · general conaarvution r.1hjacti11na for thti mountain ai; n whole. 

' ' 

REcot,n:rn:NDA 't'!ON$ : --------
1, 'l'Ilt\T copJ.c-w of:Mr, Rour:1 1 let;t:ot'::J bo forwurclc!d to r.:ha lk,nt·d of c,ivornc,t·a nt: 

S.I•',U,; nnrl 
?.,, ~:HA'l' tho llMr.d :,o n,;;lrnd tt> 11dvti:rn Lho N11nini.pnlity llf: tho our.:crn110 of itn 

,1cU.lHn:11t1.,11111 nf:tC1r. :tL lws conofalc,:ncl i.t:~ 11t•n.f:f: raport: on t\pdl 20, 1976; and 
3, '£11AT n copy oC t:ld.u report ho J;or.wnrdocl to t;l10 llom:.J of (lllVornors nl: S,1",U, 

,,,, 


