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Re: BURRARD THERMAL GENERATING PLANl'. ENQUIRY 
·. · B. C. HYDRO AND POWER AUTHORITY ENERGY EXPORT PERMITS 

Following is a report·from the Director of Planning on an inquiry that 
was madeby Council on August 2, 1977. 

·This is for.the information of Council . 

-~ .. " .. ., PLANNING DEPARTMENT • 
September 21, 1977 •· 

During :the ··Augt1.st•:2·, : 1\n1 .ril.e<;l,ting 0~ Council, an EH~quiry was ~ad~ 
. ':requesting . in1ormation · on .the following• points related to the 

_. ·· export of elec~:.i•ical energy by the B~ C. · Hydro and Power Authority: 
• I • ., • '. • 

• '.'h 

. ·:t: :''·, ).Y,· '.To whoni .·does the· Authority apply for the export of 
. · .: ·: ·: electrical '.power? . 

1 2.). · How many permits have been given to the Authority over 
the past f i v0 years for tho export. 9f electrical power? 

3,.)· Do such permits stipulate what fuel J'!lUBt pe used at the 
· Btii·rard Thormal Gene1•ating Plant? 

·Jn rosearchinr, this: subject,. we w1•ote to the National Energy Board 
, . :l.n ot·:aiwn on the sugcrestion of the •Director of Utility Regulations 

cf the B, C,. Energy Commission. " 

• . ,•re hnve now rocoived. the response froi,1 ,tho Secretary of the National 
Enoray Bonr-cl nnd nre· nblo to, ihform as fol.lows: 

l,) In· order 1:o engng0 in the export of power, the /\Uthority •is 
oblj.god to obtain Export Licences from· the Nntionnl Energy 
Doard, f.r,plicntions for such Licences must be mndo undo1• tho 
Nnt:Lomil l1n01•3y Donrd nogulntio11s, and provision ,is made in 
tho 1•o~~uJ.rit~.ons, for the filing. of ini'ol,'mntion., rocoiving o:e · 
6vidonco, prcsontnt:Lon of intorvontions, nnd the holding of a 
Public nor.n,•:l.i.1g prior to tho 1•omloring of n cloc:l.sion by the 
Boa.1•d.. Euoh porm:lts 1•oln.to to n spocii':t,c po1•iod o:r time nncl 
contcdn to:t'll\A nncl cond:Ltions sot by thA nonrd closignod to 
onsu:r.o th r:!; tho quantity o:I! powo:i.· 'l:o ho oxportc:Hl doos not 
oxcocHl t/,·J ,:,1,~~pJ.tis, :r.omn:lnintt nftor duo nl.l.owo,nco hns boon 
mri,cla :C<.'IX' tlv:i 1•onmom1.bl.y :ro :r,•osooriblo 1·t'lrJ.Uiromonts for uso in 
c~nnd~ and thnt '!:ho pr:Lco to bo chnrgod :ls just uud ronsonnblo 
;1.n ·J.•oln:l:j,n1 '/;() 'l:ho public~ ).ntoros'li. 
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2.) Prior to 1 July, 1975, the Authority held four export licences 
issued by the Board- ::\.ftor a public hearing in October; 1969. 
All four licences were originally due to expire on 30 Jun~, 
1974, but B. C. Hydro requested, -and the Board granted, exten
sions to 30 June, 1975. 

On 19 August, 1974, B.C. Hydro applied to the Board for renewal 
of the licences, with modifications, to 30 September, 1979. 
The main modifications were increases in the maximum quantities 
to be au~horized for export. 

· Following a public hearing held in Vancouver on 3 and 4 April, 
1975, and consideration by the Board of all the evidence, five 
licences for the export ofelectrical·power w~re issued in 

· June, 1975, covering the period 1 July, 1975 through 30 September, 
. 1979. . 

EL-85 

EL-86 

covers the supply of firm power to 
Point Roberts 

covers carrier_ transfers. of power for 
transmission through the U.S. and 
simul_taneous return to Canada 

. . 

covers inadvertent circulating power 
··loop f-lows . 

authorizes the export of blocks of 
short-term. fi~· power 

covers :tlie export.of interruptible 
energy 

,•,.'(Additionally, B. c. Hydro holds an Order which authorizes 
the. export of. a small amount· of electric -power, as a matter 
of border accommodation, to a group of consumers in Hyder, 
Alaska.) 

No other export licences have been granted to the Authority 
within the last five years. Previous licences existed but 
they expired with the issue of those now in effect • 

• 
3,) Under Condition 5 of Licenc~ EL-89, B.C. Hydro requires the· 

prior approval of the Board before exporting electric energy 
generated by the burning of natural gas. The Board has laid 
down certain specific purposes and limited quantities under 
which such exports may be made, the purposes being mainly to 
assist U.S. utilities in the event of power supply emergencies. 

Licences EL-8 5,·86 and 87 carrY, no similar restrictions (nbte 
that under EL-86 and 87 the bnorgy under the licences is being 
continuously returned to Cnnadn), 

Licence EL-88 ca1·ries no sj.milar' restriction, but Condition 
7 (b) rc-lquiros the Bon.rd' s npprovn.J. of onch n.g1•0emont covering 
the export of a bloclt of ·power. 

4.) For tho information of members of Council, there nro provisions 
set out in Conditions to licences EL-88 and EL-89 to ensure 
that local (Cnnn.dln.n) onorgy roqll':l.romonts wi th:1.n tho economically 
nccessib.10 Cnnnclian mn.1•ke'I: 11-ron rtro sat:i.sf:1.od nnd that n 
surplus o:r. ol.oc'tr:l.cnl onol'gy exists prior to conunitting; fol' 
oxpo1•1: nny block o:r. :C:l.:rm powor, rtnd requiring tho inte1·1•t1p-
tion ox• rocluction o:r dol:l.vory o:r. intorrupt:i.JJJ.o export pc.>wor 
in fnvor of locnl ctemnncts, 
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Cop:::.of.: o:f · the. respective licences identified above, together with 
.. a co!):" of tho Nation,.l Energy Board'~- decision which led to their 
iscue: "llEB Repoi·t to the Governor in C,ouncil •••• B.C.Hydro ••• 

. c!une 1075", .are 011· f~.le in the Planning Department and can .be made. 
<~V~ilable · to members of Council if desired.· · · 

.. ,Asi·cou1icil is m;1are 1 the Director of 0

the ,Pol],ution Control Branch 
.. has' 1•1Jjec.'t;<;id th.e application of B.C. Hydro for a pollution control 
·~· p0rmi•t that/would have provided for ·th·e. discha~g13 of large quantities 

;Co!rtaminants· to the atmosphere as · a result of burning Bunker C 

<'i > ,, '• ;1 
'.:,,· 

• ·;, .. ti,. ' •• .... _,..,._.,_ ... , .. ,._,.,.,..,., 

· and no· ::tpi:,eai' was lodged ,by Hydro to .the: decision of· the· 

' ' ' .,., ... , ... " 
t • ~ , I 

for t~e information of :Council.', 
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