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Re: REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION 

ORGANIZATION AND FINANCING COUNCIL MEETING Jan. 24/77 

Council are in receipt of a letter dated January 3, 1977 from Mayor G.J. Blair, 
Chairman of the G.V.R.D. Transportation Committee, together with several 
attachments and copies of the following documents: 

1. A Proposal: Regional Transportation Organization, 
December, 1976. 

2. A Proposal: Financing Regional Transportation, 
January, 1977. · 

3. Transportation Brochure Draft, December 1976. 
- - -

- -

4. -- Terms of Reference for a Preliminary_ Design of LRT for· 
Greater Vancouver, August 1975. 

- ·s. Dollar Burden of Growth, Decem~er 1976. 
·, -, ' . ' 

At a'spec:iaFmeeting held on Wednesday, January 19~ 191], h~ld in the 
Municipal :Hall, 'Council heard submissions_ on the subject: of-Regional Trans
por_tadon from representatives of -·the ·G. V.R.D~ including Mr.'Gunn\speaking 

e,on behalf of the G. V.R.D~- Transportation Committee~ Mr. '.Wio T. Lane, Director 
.of •Regional Developllll!nt; Mr. G. Farry~· Director. of Planning and ~r. ii)~ Spaeth~ 
. Transportatiori Specialist. · - · 

·-·"councilli attention .~as 'drawn 'particularly/,to ,the .foH'owitjg 'te~c,niknclati<>ns· _ 
_ th:at tl'le,G. V~R.D. Transportat:io11 Committee is making to ·_the G~V.R~D~, Board 
>anci'wh_ ich are set oui:,on'page 3 of theReg·ional Trarisp~i:-tat::lon Organhation -
-/doc-uaient: - - · -- -· - - -- - - ,t 

"·:·!.;·_•· :·; 

- · 1) THE BOARD_ URGES. THE PR()VINCIAL GOVERNMENT-To ESTABL:rsH:·A.i __ _ --_ 
PROVINCIAL.;.G.V.R.D~ TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION .TO BRING TOGETHER -

- THE TRANSPORTATION RESPONSIBILITIES. OF THE PROVINCIAL, -
-REGIONAL AND MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENTS WITHIN THE, GREATER . __ 
VANCOUVER REGION,. AS OUTLINED IN THE ATTACHED LEGISLATION. 

2) THE REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION ORGANIZATION SHOULD ADOPT'ANNUALLY 
AN OFFICIAL FIVE YEAR REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM FOR 
REGIONAL ROADS AND PUBLIC TRANSIT, CONSISTING OF THESE ' 
ELEMENTS: 

3) 

a) An identification of transportation needs in the Region, 

b) · Estimates of the funds to finance the Program annually 
from all. sources for the next five years, 

c) 

d) 

Plans, schedules, financing and responsibility for con
struction, operation and maintenance of transportation 
facilities included in the Progr~m, and 

A statement: of expenditures on transportation facilities 
funded by the Program and completed last yoar or in 
progress, 

THE PROGIW-1 SHOULD DETERMINE TRANSPORTAUON PRIORI'J:IES • ALL 
PROVINCIAL AND REGIONAL EXPENDITURES ON TRANSPORTA'rION SHOULD 
llE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROGRAM, ONCE IT HAS nmrn APPROVED 
HY T.llE LT.EU'l'lrnANT GOVERNOR•W•COUNCIIu 
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If the facility does not cross the Fraser and LRT vehicles are paid 
for by the G.V.R.D., the estimated cost in 1975 dollars would be 
$245,000,000. The 1980 mill rate shown above would be reduced to 
2.61 mills and the 1984 rate, 12.69 mills. Representative costs to 
Burnaby woul.d be $1,660,000 in the year 1980 and $9,440,000 in the 
year 1984. This would result in a tax levy on the average residential 
property cited above of $54. 71 and $266. 04 respectively. 

If Federal funding and a return is received from G.V.R.D. ownership 
of land in the area of stations, the 1984 tax levy may be as low as 
3 mills. ,,-

The whole matter of.LRT financing has to be considered ·as being 
very preliminary, · and cannot be defined further until the study 
advances so that more definitive costs can be estimated. 

r.· 

There 1 should be a clear understanding of the actual dollar impact 
... on lo9al. residents and of the related question of the accrual of 
. incr.eased values arising from the development: pot:entiaLth~t .is 
.created ·1n. the vicin:f.ty of transportation nodes (e.g. LR'I' s't~ti.oris~ •. · 

Withd:eference to the lattar,. we have clarified thatthe in.tent 
is that lands acquired by the agency 'for.stat ion locations 'could 

. also be. use.d f_o:r COlllllM!I'Cialcpurposea or for high density housing .. 
and that the monies accruing from the sale or lease'. of· th.ese landa 

)wo.ulf,be, t1s:~~.-.;o;offi.et .. ~he costs1:>f. LRT~ .. The.··agency would,': pay· . 
,tax_es ron these lands- and the increased taxes resulting. froni.:.' 

•. higher .values would accrue to_ the aiunic'ipality." .. · . .'). 
·. ' . 

W':Lth-iefererice<t6· the: cost to the; t~xpayer, rurther 
is required on the avliilability of I!'ederal financing; on the. . 

· ... reasons for the Region assuming the capital'costs of LRT, a~don 
the p6'ssib1e effect·on: the mill rate if the accrual of develop_- . 
meat ~unds or other sources _does not transpire. · 

6. There will. need to be a clearer understanding of what is meant 
by "Regional" and "Localtl roads in order to ensure that the 
Municipality is not saddled .with a greater road burden by 
defining heavy travelled routes as local roads~ This is , 
particularly significant in Burnaby with its high percentage 
of eas·t:-west commuter traffic. · 

We have received some clarification that initially before a, 
final commitment is made there will be agreement with the 
municipality on the designation of Regional roads. In the 
future as traffic sr.owth causes n road to change its funct:l.on, 
this will be taken care of in the process of the annual review 
of· the Five Year plan, and the normal. procedures for obtdn:t,ns 
the vt'ews of the Municipal.ity. · 

7. Appendix Bin the document, Financing Regional Transportation, 
initially caused the staff some concern as it implies that 
under a Managed plan we will onl.y be faced with$5 mil.lion in 
road improvement coats by l.986 whereas a Trend plan w!ll rnnul.t in 
coats in the order of$55 million. This 1a an oxtramely misleading 
nnd Bifllpl:l.fiod oxorcine with which we do not agreo, our own view 
being that Burnaby will. requ:l.re 1tl.1 the improvements listed by 
1986, However., we hcivo cladfied wit;h the G.V.R.D. at1if:f that 
the figures shown in Appendix B ohould not be taken litarnlly 
na t:hoy wer<l used only to obt:111.n some :lden Clf thi, nmgn:Ltudo 
of: Rc1g:lonaJ. coat. The appendix i.a not illtcrndod co ahow t:hnt 
Burnaby w:1.11 not got nl.1 tho :l.mprovomer1ta shown, c,r cvon rnor.o :l.f: 
in fnct: thoy nr.o nooded fncil:1.t:ioa, Tho oxorciao wau neoded so 
na to act n II lino" o:f ,rn t:l.matod cwu t:o I:<> ba pi:ov:l.dad fot• :f.n any 
financing propounl. 'rho f :1.nnl. "lino" ch"aon wni1 chooon on t:ho 
11vot:ngo t.10 bo:l.ng part way botweon •.1:rond nncl Managed gt·owth 00111:n, 
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Enough has probably been said to indicate that there is a considerable 
amount of dhcussion to take place but also, hopefully enough to show 
that with good will on the part of all involved, detailed matters can be 
clarified and resolved. There may also be other points to be reviewed, 
but we see the above points as the major ones. 

Even though the staff have only had a limited time to review the'matter 
since the presentation to Council on January 19, it is totally recognized 
that coordination of Regional Transportation is essential if.we are.to 
improve public transit' facilities for. our community, and the staff 

. recommend tha.t Council.,.endorse in principle as, a basis for continuing 
discussion·the .three _recommendations referred t:o·earlier in this'report 
and shown on page 3 of the document'~ Proposal: Regional Transportation 

. , , . . II . ' . . 

Organiza.s~on · • 

THA'l' the•MUM:Gipaf Council endorse ,iri pri~ciple tl'le three 
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reco.mme.ndations referred to. earlier' in' this report .and 
s~cifically ,shown ~n .. page 3 · of the: doc~inent l'A Proposal: ... ··• 
·Regional_,Tr~nsport,tion. Organization··- December 1976", · subject 
to'c'ontinufog discussion on the points raised in this report item; 

,.a·n·d• · · · · ·- · · · 
:- .-· ,·. :,: '.:_ . . •·· ·• 
····•.,,- ... .,.._, ·-·-•--:.... . . . ' 

THAT a cripy cjf this; re~ort: ite~ .be foi-ward~d -to th;-·-- -
·.·· .. the Minis~er.·of Municipal'Affairsa1:1d.Housi1:1g; · and •· 

:r
0

epo;:-t Item .b~ .. ·forwarded·•to the. 
members of Council individually 
t:h~ee M:i.A.i; and 




