ITEM ; 3
MANAGER’S REPORT NO. 33
COUNCIL MEETING May 2/77-

Re: UNDATED LETTER FROM MRS. F. A. DeBRUNNER
SUITE 1602, 4300 MAYBERRY STREET
TRAIN WHISTLES '

Appearing on the agenda for the May 2, 13977 meeting of Council is a
letter from Mrs. F. A. DeBrunner in which reference is made to train
whistles in the area adjacent to her residence on Mayberry Street,
Followingris -a report from the Municipal Engineer on this matter.

RECOMMENDATION

">vl;> THAT Mrs Deﬂrﬂqner Be sent a cdpyydf this’réport;i,“ =

L S f o %N

Ll - 27 April, 1977.
TO: -~  MUNICIPAL MA&AGER-FP . S

FROM: fMUNICIPAL ENGINEER

'7SUBJECT:’ZUNDATED LETTER FROM MRS. DEBRUNNER OF ,
" 4300 MAYBERRY STREET - RECEIVED APRIL 25, 1977. -

In our report to the Mun1c1pal Manager dated Aprll 6, 1977
in response ‘to a previous letter from Mrs. DeBrunner dated
March 24, 1977, we replied to the complaints raised related:
to the locatlon,of the bus stop on Imperial Street and to
the adequacy of the street lighting on Patterson Avenue.

‘Since our previous report we would advise that a rnlocation
of the bus stop from a farside Patterson Avenue Jocation

to a nearside Patterson Avenue locatlion has been approved.
This will place the bus stop in a more open and visible
location and adjacent improved walking facllities,

The street lighting status remains the same as that
reported in our April 6, 1977 report.
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ITEM 3
MANAGEWSREPOHTNO.33
COUNCIL MEETING May 2/77

In replying to Mrs. DeBrunner's complaint related to
train whistles and the Burnaby Noise Bylaw, we would
advise that the Burnaby Noise and Sound Abatement

Bylaw was approved and became effective on June 1, 1972,
While this Bylaw has been very . useful in reducing noise
levels throughout the Municipality, we are unable to
control the noise emitted by trains or by aircraft as they
come under Federal or Provincial jurisdiction. Trains
that operate along the Central -Park Line come under the
jurisdiction of the Provincial Department of Transpor-
tation and Communication. (P.D.T.C.) ‘

Any Bylaw brought forward to eliminate or reduce the

noise of train whistles on this line would require the
‘approval of the P.D.T.C. In preliminary communications
with the P.D.T.C. we were advised that any consideration
of such a Bylaw would be’ dependent upon all level Ger
crossings being 51gnallzed. Such signalization would be
‘at ‘the expense of the applicant.  As railway 51gna15-~9*

 jCOSt in the neighbourhood of $40, 000 to $50,000 per: nﬂxxéectux1;njeF{l

and as we have approxnnately twenty such intersections on this line the"
cost. to Burnaby could run as high as cne mllllon dollara or 1nstallatlon
plus ﬂmayearkyrmunbauure and;xmmm cosus ' o o

QfBefore the Munlclpallty con51ders commlttlng 1tself to
such-a hlgh cost there are a number of factors that must

:,uube taken lnto con51deratlon.:‘”

ng. -The rail trafflc on the Central Park Llne 1s all frelght

" traffic that is destined. for .the numerous. warehouses o
~.adjacent the. ‘right-of-way. As such. there is conSLderable
- shunting and unloadlng of -box cars. :The shuntlng

‘70perat10n in*many lnstances generates as much n01se o
as ‘any train’ whlstle. ‘ v SN

»Under“any;anti—train Whlstle restrlctlon we’ have‘
been advised that if in the opinion of the traln
"Engineer it would be hazardous to not sound a:
whistle or bell then he is at liberty to dlsregard‘
the restriction. ' '

Under an anti-~train whistle Bylaw we have been’
advised that should an accident occur that in the
" opinion of the courts could have been avoided by
the sounding of a train whistle, then the Municipality
must accept any liability claims. This could occur
for example if a signal malfunctioned and the train
struck a vehlcle without having sounded his whistle.

- While we are not actively pursuing anti-train whistle
legislation on this line at this time, we are keeping in
‘mind this desire and should the line be used for some
form of rail rapid transit, then the aforementioned
crossings may have to be signalized. If this comes
about it may present the opportunity to apply for
anti-train whistle legiglation.

RECOMMENDATION :

1. THAT Mrs. DeBrunner be sent a copy of this report.

EZ Lleo—

MUNICIPAL ENGINEER






