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MANAGER'S REPORT NO. 51 

COUNCIL MEETING July 18/77 

CORRESPONDENCE AND PETITIONS - REGIONAL DISTRICT OF CENTRAL OKANAGAN 
CONTROL OF NOISE FROM POWER BOAT OPERATION 
(ITEM 2, REPORT NO. 37, MAY 14, 1973) 
(ITEM 1, REPORT NO. 7, FEBRUARY 3, 1975) 

Appearing on the Council agenda for the July 18, 1977 meeting as corres
pondence is a letter fr·om Mr. A. T. Harrison, Administrator', Regional District 
of Central Okanagan. The letter I'equests support fer a resolution which has 

· been. submitted to the U.B.C.M. convention asking for changes fo the Boating 
Restriction Regulations and provisions of the·canada Shipping Act 11 

••• to provide 
.for regulation of noise caused by the operation of power boats operating on 
navigable water." 

•·. Council may recall that the District· of Burnaby was also concerned about the 
use of power boats, particularly on Burnaby 'and Deer Lakes which are also 
.class~d as navigable waters. There is a procedure under. which the regulations 
can be amended to provide specifically for local cond:it:ions. Attached. . . .. .. 
for Council' s·.inforrnation is a. copy of .a report which was submitted to Council . 

. · on:May:.14; 1973 ·which outlines theConcerns of Burnaby at that time and the. 
proposed. course; .of action;. The actions recommended• in . th_at report. :were taken 

. and, in fact/Burnaby·and Deer Lakes were added to the regulations with 
. , . re·strictions' on ,power boats.· . 

' . . '• ·. . . . . 

·• •. 'l'his ~~l~c66inplish~d >on. May 1•,· 197_4 with· the '::i.sst.a·nc:e.·of,. f'.ederal Ord~r~in~ · .. 
Coundl SOR/DORS74~282. ·Under this. Order-in-Council ,Burnaby and Deer Lakes· 1}\,):lt',;:r~;tii~!'.'d in sChOdiil~. •·•••• rif. t hO . F eaera1 G6vet'nmeUt lkiatfoi< ,,,;Strict ioil 

I?l~~i1~i!ii!tftiiiffl~~l!!~Wi~!~;illn:~t~~:i~i!~i;~Nli!!!i!it~iftm\ 
:':;·r/};,{;f/ .···'.REC~~·~N~lfioN: 

.... ·.· . .. copy of. this report . item be forwar•ded . .. . 
District of Central .Okanagan for its inforinatfon·; 
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The D.::parlmcnt of Tt·nnspo1·t: in 1~72 p1:on:ulgt1tN! Bo.::itin!', n,,::trictio:1 1,<.!r.ul:,L:!ons 
unc1cr which th~ nepa1·tmcnt, on the advice o[ l'rovinccr., i~; nllowed tl: µl:1cc:? 
restrictions on the use of boats i11 d~signat~<l waters by neans of F0Jar.:1l 0r<lcrs
in-Gouncil. The main cntegcrics of restrictions .'.lre as follows: 

l. Waters on which all vessels are prold.hited except with the auchot·ity 
of the minister. 

2. Waters on which power driven boa.ts arc prohibited e:i-:cept with the 
authority of the minister. 

3~ Waters on which po, .. er driven boats are subject to a maximum speed li:nit. 
- . 

' . 4. Waters on -which a power driv,~n boat tO\ring a person on water. skis,; a 
sm:f board or any other such equipment is prohibited. 

. Department of Transport will accept proposed restrictions . 
once each year during early winter to Ottawa for inclusion in an amending ,Order

·in-Council to become effective for the boating season of the following sum~1~r 

it is the opinion o.£ staff that the· senior govw.:nments should be• requested to::,i 
officially acknowledge in the Boating Restriction .Regulations the prohibition · 
:of power driven vesseis ori both Burnaby and Deer Lakes. This res friction i~ ' 
considered. necessary becaJse: . . . .. _., . -,. _. ,-· . ·, 

on the Lak"e ,.;puld cause a .:loughing. effect: on the· 
in ':11:iich the rcrwing course is .located. 

Engineering Services Limited, a cons•.11t{ng '' . . was 
:inst:r1:1ntental :in. pre1)aring ,a comprehensfve Study .of Bur11aby La,ke,·:h:i~\ 
expressed the Opinion .that the effect of wash. from S!)eed boats upon: i .'',' 

;:the side slopes o.fthe dredged area of the rowing coµrse· is.•.i matter 
of contini:iing concern~ The Consultant;' advise t,hat II there is: ne>t ··only 

. da.nger of bank erosion and slough in, :nit also washes ma:f well .• cau$e .. 
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. , preuiature break away of mud islands from the course edges and slopes. 
It is recognized that the uf;e of speed· boats d1iring the period of the~ 
Canada Summer Games 1973 and any rowin6 regatta thereafter is essential, 
and that attendant risks must be acc1;pted. However, spee,1 b.oat activity on 

.·: the Lake should be restricted to the,c;c perfods and not allowed as· a general 
rule. 11 (The power boats to he used in connect.ion with the Summer Galn-:!s and .. 
onoccasions when rowing events are held on the Lake should, in the opinion 
of the Consultants, be small alum.trrnm or .fibre glass boats .no lar~e.r thnn· 
fourteen feet: in length and powered by a maximum 10 h. p. motor). · 

2. This area w;uld be severely <lnm3Re<l nn<l possibly destroyed as a wintcr
in~ place for waterfowl if unregulated power boating activities were 
allowed. 

3. A few ntrcrnft: occa:-ii.onallf l1md on ancl tak,~ of:f fr.om the· L.:i.k~ nnd we 
hope that they mw the St:iJ.l. Cr,i,~k nnd Doet' Lnlw channels cn~.o:-i.ng 
the Lalw as we 11 nH t.:hu Brun;.• t t:c R l.vcn: channel lcrnv i.ng t:hc L.ik<: r.:i thor 
thnn th~ rowing cournn itself. 

Gnn t: Lrrncid 
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Deer. Lake is n relatively cmnll lake (nppro.i-:imcitdy 1/2 mile lone and 1/4 
mile. wide) located in an attractive residential area of modest density •. 
Because of its setting an<l accessibility, it is heavily used by swim,"llers, 
sunbathers and picnickers during the spring and summer months. 

· Power boats on D~er Lake, i.n the opinion of the· Parks an<l Recreation Acl:ni~1 i
strntor and the Recreation Director, in addition to conflicting with the 
residential surroundings and types of activi.ties that typif:t the .. charac!:er
is_tics of the Lake, but would also create a serious hazard to 'the large 

.number of peopl,e lvho use the Lake for recreational rurposes. · 

The Parks and Recreation Commissio~ on Hay 9, 1973", expressed it:s approval to 
hav_e the Department: of Transpo~t add to the Boating Restriction Regulations; the .• 
p~ohibitfon'ot power driven boats over 10 h.p; on Burnaby and Deer Lakes, with ·. 
eJ<ceptions noted .below. ·. . . . 

_.,:·:THAT·,the.,Depar.tment.ofTr~risport b~ advised by the Manager· that the: .. 
:::,Corporation,of'the District_of.Burnaby wishes to haveadded:to· the 

.;·,·:'.Boating Restriction .Regulations_.in ,British Columbia· the .. p_rohibiticn 
,' ./·.·of: power driven .boats on Bu-rnaby. and Deer Lakes', except that. boa'ts / 
·t·,:::;p~wer:ed·with:m6tors of lO;ll.p_ .. or less should.be ano,,1ed.on· Burnaby 

<:Lake·:with the;written permission of· the Corporation of _Burnaby: only . 
.. ;\' for{thE! purpqse :o.f trainiiig.rowers, ... sculler:.; /and canoe is ts,i and 'for. 
·, :theXconciucting of rowing; sculling· at1d cano.:Jing events; and,,\'· 

THA.T..the. prohibitions should .not extend to agencies of government : . 
. . carrying out. their. c,fficiaL duties, _or to. consul tan ts and contZ:·actors.· 
-:· engaged by government agencies to do work on the lakes. . . 
',' . . ' , ' . , ' 

': ,, . 
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