
ITEM 4 
MANAGER'S REPORT NO. 84 
COUNCIL MEETING Dec. 12/77 

Re: AMENDMENT TO THE BURNABY FIRE PREVENTION BY-LAW NO. 5096 

Following is a report from The Director of Fire Services regarding 
proposed amendments to The Burnaby Fire Prevention By-Law . 

. 
The imperial units of measurement in the proposed amendment will be 
changed.to metric equivalents when the entire Burnaby Fire Prevention 
By-Law 1s converted to conform with the metric system early next year. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. THAT the proposed by-1 aw· to amend By-Law No. 5096 being the 
."Burnaby Fire Prevention By-Law 1968", be brought.forward 
for initial readings on the next agenda. 

* * * * * 

November 25 1 1977. 

··.Municipal•· Manager 
" D:lrectoi-..;Fire. Services 

. ' . . . -- ' 

Subject: A B:,~law to .Amend By-law No. 5096 1 being the 
·Burnaby·PirePreventionBy-law·l968 

A review.of the current Burnaby Fire Prevention By-law No. 5096 reflects 
a need toa11end those sections pertaining to flammable and combustible 

· l~quU1,, both. ae .to storage and dispensing, by reason of the following. 

When the Na.tional Fire Code of Canada 1963 was amended and adopted by 
the Corporation of Burnaby in 1968 as the Burnaby Fire Prevention By-law, 
Section 2,1,6, "Flamable Liquids" was deleted and replaced with amend
ment• 2,1,6,/2,1,6.1, which made the regulations governing the manufacture, 
sale, storage, carriage, and disposal offlammableliquids and oils 
purauant'to the Fire Marshal Act. R,S,B,C, 1960, Chapter 148, applicable 
within the municipality. This amendment was necessary to avoid possible 
conflict or repugnancy with the Provincial Fire Marshal Act insofar as 
they (the F ,M,0,) were in the process of rewriting the Fla111mable Liquid 
Regulations at that time. 

With the advent of self-sex-vice stations coupled with the concept of the 
fleneral public handling flanm1nble liquids it has been necessary to amend 
By-law No, 5096 to provide control over this typa of activity (By-law 6584 
refers), However, we huve found that su'1-section 2,3,ll,11,(3) of By-l.aw 
6584 ie inadequate as it docs not provide a mechanism whereby the operator 
of a service station may be charged for violating this aoction; inf.act 
the customer who (in most cases unknowb1gly) operates the pump, is, the 
person liable to be charged, while the operator (wo have numea and places 
on record) who is responsible for providing compatont e111ployooa 1 is not 
liable, 

In our opinion this did not reflect the true intent of this particular 
oect:Lon,the roeult of which is raf:lccted in the propoecc\ amondmont by tho 
municipal nol:lcitor which if adopted will cl.carl.y plnco the onua on the 
oorvice otntion owner./opor.ator, 
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The request to Council that limitations as prescribed be placed on the 
quantities of bulk fuel which may be stored underground, reflect the 
failure of the Provincial Government to adopt the National Fire Code, 
1975 edition. 

Lack of legislation in this area has resulted in a situation whereby we 
have in excess of 140,000 gallons of petroleum products being introduced 
into underg~ound storage tanks for dispensing purposes. A situation 
11•hich if not legislated against may well become a common occurrence 
.,Jithin the municipality. 

Adoption of 2.3.11.4.(1)(2)(3)(4) .which reflects the requirements of 
the National Fire Code, 1975 editi.on will provide for positive control 
in.this potentially hazardous area . 

. The purpose of sections 2.1.5.8., 2.1.5.9.(1)(2) in.this proposed amend
aent to B)'-law 5096, is one of ensuring designated fire lanes are 
acce•dble at a11·e1mea. To date the Fire Prevention Bureau have encount
ered'.utimerous aituations where access lanes on private property have been 

.'.blocked by vehicle8 with no means .of legal redress •. This situation of. 
·. course presents an unacceptablt! obstacle to the operational division in 

·che.deployment ·of their equip~nt • 

. . · ~t<:ouncil give approval for the adoption of ·~· By.:.law t~ ~mend 
By;.;law'Nc,~ 5096, being the Burnaby Fire Prevention By;..law'l968. 

. . '), . -~· ·; ' ; .. ·.• , ; ' . 
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THE CORPORATION OF' THE DISTRICT OF BURNABY 

BY-LAW NO. 

A BY-LAW to amend By-Law No. 5096, being the 
"Burnaby Fire .Preventi.on By-Law 1968" 

The Council of The Corporation of the District of 

Burnaby ENACTS as follows: 

1. . This By-law may be cited as "BURNABY FIRE PREVENTION 

BY-LAW 1968, AMENDMENT· BY-LAW NO. ,1977". 

2. Section 1.5 of By-Law No. 5096 is amended by adding 

the following: 

4, 

"'Combustible Liquid' means any. liquid. having a . 
o· ·.•.•• -:: ·. · ·o 

flash- point at or above 100 F and below 200. F." 

Section 1.5 of By..:Law No. 5096.Is amended by deleting 

definition of "F.lammable Liquids or Inflammable 
'•'•"' •::: • • / 'o•'•• ' • ' • • • -•• 

· " "Flammable Liquids or Inflammable Liquids" means 

any liquid having a flash point below ~oo° Find 

having a vapour pressure not exceeding 40 pounds 

per square inch (absolute) at 100° F, as deter

mined by the Tagliabue closed-cup tester, all tests 

being made in accordance with the methods adopted 

by some recognized society for testing materials 

and approved by the Fire Marshal, and, Without 

limiting the generrtlity of the foregoing, inclurjes 

gasoline, naphtha, crude petroleum nnd bcrnzol. 11 

Article 2,1,5 of By-Lnw No. 5096 is amended by ndding 

the following as 2,1,5.8: 

"2,1,5,8, The owner or occupiers of renl property shnll remove 

nny veh:Lcle from a ynrcl wh:l.el1 1 1.n the op:l n jon o:I' tho 

Director - li':lro Sc.n~vjeos, :l.s n. f:!.1•0 hnznrd," 
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5. Article 2.1.5 of By-Law 5096 is further amended 
108 

by adding the following as 2.1.5.9: 

"2.1.5.9. (1) Streets, yards and private roadways provided 

for fire department access shall be maintained so as to 

be ready for use at all times by fire department vehicles. 

(2) Vehicles shall not .be parked to obstruct access 

by fire department vehicles and signs shall be posted 

. prohihi ting such parking. !I · 

A~iicl~~ 2.3.11.4. of By-Law No. 5096 is re~ealed ind 
'. -., .· ' ' ' ' ' . .· 

following.substituted therefor: 
. . - . 

Except as.· here1n~fter provided~ flammable. liquids . 

·. or inflammable liquids sha:ll be stored acco;dj.ng 

the, requiremen:ts" of .subsection .. 2 ~ 1; 6. <>,f t_he 

Code and amendments ,thereto. 

The·storage capacity for flammable 

inflammableliquids at any service station.shall 

not exceed 30;000 gal., except that.not more than 

50,000 gal. may be stored where the ser~ice station 

has direct access to any part of a highway that 

is a controlled access highway. 

(3) The storage capacity for combustible liquids at 

any service station shall not exceed 20,000 gal • 

. when the liquid has n flash potnt below 1~10° F, 

(4) Individual underground storage tanks at service 

stations shall not oxcoocl 10,000 gal, capacity," 

. i 

'··--- ' 
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7. Article 2.3.11.11. (3) of By-Law No. 5096, as enacted 

by By-Law No. 6584, is repealed and the following substituted 

therefor: 

"2.3.11.11. (3) Except as provided in Article 2.3.11.9., 

1977. 

no person other than the licensed operator of 

service station or a competent employee of such 
,· 

licensed operator shall dispense a flammable liquid 

or a combustible liquid into the fuel tank of a. 

motor vehicle." 

Article 2 .. 3.11.11. of By-Law No. 5096 is amend~d by 

following as clause (5): 

(5) · The licensed operator of a service stati~n or.·• .. 

a compet~nt· employee of such licensed ope'ra.to~. ··. 

is responsible to see that no persrin:oth~r~thaQ 
. . 

~he licensed op~raior or a 
. ••' . . . 

of such ~icensed operator disperises 

liquid or a combustible liquid into.the fuel 

tank of a motor vehicle." 

Read a.first time this 

Read a second time this 

Read a third time this 

Reconsidered and adopted this 

day of 

day of 

day of 

M fl Y O n 

C l, E 11 K 

day_ o:r 

1P77. 

1977. 

1977. 

'1.09 

_________ .. ___ .., ___ ,. .... _____ ......... ,~·~·-··•"""'~"''. 
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