
ITEM 4 
Re: LETTER DATED MAY 22, 1976 FROM LILIAN M, EWAN 

1706 DELTA AVENUE, BURNABY 
MANAGER'S REPORT NO. 39 

ANIMAL CONTROL COUNCIL MEETING June 7 /76 

Appearing on the agenda fot' the June 7, 1976 meeting of Council i.s a letter 
from Lilian M. Ewen containing suggestions on the licencing of dogs. 
Following is a report from the Chief Licence Inspector on this matter. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. THAT the current dog licence fees be retained; and 

2. THAT Lilian M, Ewen receive a copy of this report. 

TO: . MUNICIPAL MA.NA.GER 3 June 1W6 

FROM: CHIEF LICENCE INSPECTOR 

RE: ANIMAL CONTROL 

Appearing on Council I s agenda for 7 June 1976 is a letter from Lil.ian 
M. Ewen, 1706 Delta Avenue, Burnaby, requesting Council to consider 
setting a scale of dog licence fees based on the weight of dogs, and to 
:provide preferential licence fees for the owners of registered pu:r:·ebi•ed 
dogso 

The current dog licence fees are: 

MaJ.e dog 
Neutered male dog 
Fema.l.e dog 
Spayed female dog 

$21000 
6.oo 

21000 
6000 

The Municipal Act empowers Council by by-lo,w to 1JJi;pose dog licence fees 
and to prohibit dogs from running a.t largo on a highway or public placr.!. 

Section !~58K providos, 

"The Council may by by-lo.w f.ix, impose, o.nct p:r.ov:!.d.e for tho colleci;ion 
of licence :t'c0n frorn o.nd. t.ho irrnuunce oi' li<~el1LWJO to 

(a) any pci:•11on who owns, po1:weor::c1.1, or ho.1•l1om·o Et.ny dog, Eind may 
roqu.1.1.•c o. o~~pnro.to Ucorwc: fen• out)h C:to1::, a.ml. mr-i.y vo.r.v thi:1 o.mount 
of. tho feo 1w1.:o:cd:l.ng l;o Lbfl ne.,=, o.mi, n:l~•,c, 01• breed oi.' the do13;" 
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ITEM 4 

MANAGER'S REPORT NO. 39 

- 2 - COUNCIL MEETING June 7 /76 

The Burnaby Dog Tax and Pound and Animal Regulation By-law provides for 
the licencing of dogs and favours the owners of sterilized dogs with a 
lesser licence fee. Eligibility for the reduction in the licence fee is 
proof of sterilization, generally in the form of a veterinari8Jl 1 S certi
fica.teo 

With respect to item 1, dogs on a highwa.y· or public place are required to 
be on a lea.sh. Nuisance., damage and fecal contamination caused by dogs is 
a problem of irresponsible dog ownershipo )la.mage and contamination are no 
less objecJ.;iona.ble if ca.used by smaJ.l or large dogs, or whether the dogs 
are owned by an immediate neighbour or someone located some distance awa:y o 

The solution to these problems is acceptance of the responsibility of 
ownership by dog owners, and adequate provision for punitive action for 
violations. 

With respect to item 2, the Municipal Act does not empower Council to set 
preferential licence fees for the owners of registered purebred dogs. 

In considering the licencing of dogs by weight, it must be understood that 
a dog's weight will vary extensively according to breed and age. The majority 
of dogs are crossbred to some extent and, therefore, could not be rel.ia.bly 
categorized by average breed weight. Also, with many breeds there a.re two 
or more strains, ioeo toy poodles, miniature poodJ.es and standard poodJ.eso 
Also, the weight of a dog is not stable and there is a substantial weight 
difference between young and mature dogs. Consequently, licencing dogs 
by weight would require annual certification of the weight of every dog. 
Enforcement of a scale of fees based on a combination of weight and ster
·11ize.tion could be costly and impractical to administer and, therefore., is· 
not recommended. 

A check of dog licence fees applicable in the Greater Vancouver area revealed 
that none of the areas licence dogs by weight. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

l. THAT the current dog licence fees be retained; and 

2. THAT Lilian M. Ewen receive a copy of this report . 
.... .... , __ .,,,,,..,.. ~ 
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/" ,::, / ,,.,"" ' 

,/:· _,✓,~~-· 
CHIEF LICENCE INSPECTOR 

FK:ep 
cc. MunicipaJ. Treasurer 
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