
ITEM 9 

Re: NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING OFFICE FOR THE 

NEIGHBOURHOOD IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

MANAGER'S REPORT NO. 25 

COUNCIL MEETING Apr· 20/ 76 

Following is a report from the Director of Planning regarding proposed office 
accommodation for the NIP program. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. THAT the Director of Planning be authorized to establish a 
temporary Neighbourhood office in the NIP area, and 

2. THAT the office be established in the Municipal office space 
outlined in Option 1 and paid for out of NIP funds at current 
market rates. 

**** 

TO: MUNICIPAL MANAGER 

FROM: DffiECTOR OF PLANNING 

...... , 

-·~ 

Planning Department, 
April 14, 1976 
Our File #12.129 

RE: NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING OFFICE FOR THE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM. 

INTRODUCTION 

The Planning Department, following a request by the Advisory Resident Planning 
Committee, has investigated the establishment of a neighbourhood office in the 
NIP area, nnd has prepared the following report, 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of the office would be to assist tho Planning Department's efforts to 
inform residents about NIP; to provide an information and display space in the 
NIP area; and to ostnl>lish an identifiable meeting plnco for area residents. 

An office would: 

- provide n community focal point, Information centre and meotlng 
plnco for tho Resident Planning Committee 

- provide ensy nccoss to nll nron rosidonts for informntlon on nnd pur.ticlpntion 
in NIP 

- bring tho plnnnor closer to tho noi~hbolt11hood situnt:ion clnrinp; stngo n of NIP 
- fnciHtnto obtaining thu 'input of pooplo who mny not wish to sit on the Plnnninp; 

Cnmmittoo 
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- invite public input on a less formal basis 
- facilitate utilizing yolunteers to assist staff with matters relating to 

the program 
- provide space forb:lformation, map dispfa~s and a resource library 

close to resident~ · 

Coordination of local and municipal involvement durtng the planning stage of NIP 
will continue to take place through the MunlcipalJµt~rd~partmental Committee_· 
on NIP. The committe~ i~. 9~In;PQ,S_~~.of. ~pr~s~nfaifv,-es fropi all M~9_ipal ·. 
d tm t ~ e).'~J•;~:,.,,,,::-•-: •"• / ~\,:;.r:v~•t "tt ' I < ,• ••• -~ C ', J • • • • °','- • ' 

epar O!f.S,~.,::.ri<t.-,,:;:; .. ,. __ . .• -: _ . " -. . . _ '.. . • . . , . 
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~i~ t 
not require any additional stafftQbe hired.•:, These.sta:ffp0s1ttons are.tempdracy.·•.-,,, --
(i.e. 6 months t<>'Pi~~;>.· - -· -- <';_· -- - ·-- ---•- -- - ·- .- -- ;-;;. ::'·'':ti.·-- -·,:;)?}i·?/tf:LW{~J.:{f'((:rL :" 

·:··,' . ' 

TIMING 

The office would be required during the planning stage of the NIP project, · a 
period of approximately six months. - - - . 

ALTERNATIVES 

At present, weekly evening meetings are held in Edmonds School which has the 
disadvantage of not affoi:ding permanent display space and n:ot providing a visible 
focal point in the communit;y-. · ·. · · 

The following alte~ative store f~nt sites have been investigated. 

Address 

Owner-
ship 

Slie 
(sq, ft,) 

Avnllnblc~ 

Hont Cost./ 
month 

Clonnf.ng & 
Mnlnt:, /mo, 

Louso 

mn 11:10~1 

' ' : : .; :·· • 4 ' , ~--

Option 1 

7731 
Edmonds 

municipal 

8(l0 
(est. ) 

immecl. 

+ 

fiO 
(Ofl l, ) 

not: 
req'd. 

nol Incl. 

Option 2 

7498 
Edmonds 
Vista 
Plaza(!) 

private 

704 

lmn1<,1cl, 

:rn:1 

flf) 

:1 yr. 
proforrod 

lnol. 

Optlori.1_ 

7498 
Edmonds 
Vista 
Plaza(2) 

private 

902 

hnmecl. 

,11.:1 

!J () 

:i yr. 
proforl'o<l 

Ind. 

+ to bo 1 otl Oil Olll'l.'Cllt 1·nl:m1. 

',... '" , '"•-- ..... ~ ....................... -....... __ ... ,_,_ ...... ~,- . 

Option 4 

7443 
Edmonds 

private 

200 

immecl. 

160 

not 
roq'cl, 

JJl(d. 

Option 5 

7587 
Edmonds 

private 

3000 

immed. 

81.2 

l yr. min. 

not l11t•l, 

-.. t: 
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Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Option 4 Option 5 

Building fair good good. good new Condition 

Alteration paint, no no 
req'd. some 

maint. 
:..-:::.: 

Parking good good good good good 

Pedestrian very very very 
Visibility good good good fair good Accessibility 

Total . Cost/ . $ * $ 403 $ 503 $ 150. ~ _$ 812 per Month + util. + cleaning .. _+ util. 
+ cleaning 

*to be based on .current rates. 

Options 4 and 5 do not fulfill the needs of the program, due to the size of the space 
available. 

Options 2 and 3 .are acceptable provided the owners would be prepared to accept 
a short term lease. 

Option 1, the Municipally owned office space meets all requirements for the program. 

In view of the fact that t})e Municipality owns the office space at 7731 Edmonds 
Street, (Option 1) and the fact that this space meets all other requirements of 
a neighbourhood office (size, location etc.) the Planning Department feels this 
is a preferred option. 

COSTS 

'tr' 

The costs incurred for an office and for staff will be paid out of the planning stage 
allocation and the costs borne by the Municipality compose 25% of the total 
expenditure, 

OI•'FICE F'URNTURE 

It is expected that most of the desks, chnlrs, tables and cabinets could be borrowed 
from Municipal stores. Rentnl of some equipment such us n typewrltor mny be 
necessary. 

CONCLUSIONS 

It is evident from our invostigntions into tho ostnblishmont of n ~eighbourhood 
office that not only do residents of tho NIP nron strongly support such an offloo, 
but thnt tho ndvnntngos to be gninod from nn offioo during tlw plrumlng stage of t:ho 
prog:rnm outweig·h nny costs nttachod to tho ostnbllshmont nnd opomtion of n 
Neighbourhood slto office, 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

In light of the,residerits request for a temporary Neighbourhood office, and the 
benefits which can be gained from such an office, it is therefore recommended 

' . . . . ' 

BR:RE:ew 

THAT the Director of Planning be authorized to es.tablish a 
temporary Neighbourhood office' in the .NIP area, and 

THAT the office be established in the Municipal office space ·. 
outlined in Option 1 and paid for out of NIP funds at current 

market rates. 

u~ 
A. L. Parr, 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING. 

' .. ,._ ... , .... , .. ,,,,., .. , ......... 




