
ITEM 9 

MANAGER'S REPORT NO. 65 

COUNCIL MEETING Oct' lS/7 5 

Re: LETTER FROM MR. FRASER WILSON THAT APPEARED ON THE AGENDA 
FOR THE OCTOBER 12, 1976 MEETING OF COUNCIL 
SIGNING 

Appearing on last week's agenda was a letter from Mr. Fraser Wilson of 
Commonwealth Displays Ltd. regarding a sign that his firm had produced 
for Ron Dawson and Associates who are located in the Old Orchard 
Shopping Center. The letter was addressed to the Chief Building 
Inspector with a carbon copy to Council. 

Attached is a copy of the reply that the Chief Building Inspector has 
sent to Mr. Wilson. 

This .is for the information of Council. 
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TIIE Co,,PORi\TION or TIIE DISTRICT Of BURNABY 

BUILDING DEPARTMENT 

MUNICIPAL HALL 
4949 CANADA WAY 

BURNABY B.C., V5G 1M2 

October 8, 1976, 

Commonwealth ·Displays Ltd., 
4531 East Hastings Street, 
Burnaby, .B.C, 
VSC 2K3 

Attention: Mr. Fraser Wilson 

Dear Sir: 

We note from your letter of October 4 that_ you ha~e s copy 
of'our letter of August 19, 1976, to R6n Dawson & Associates 
Ltd. Perh~ps it would be helpful to all concerned if you 
had a copy of our letter of July 7 to. that same firm, ar1d a 
co~y·of Ron Dawson & Associates Ltd. letter of Jul~ 14 ~o 
Commonwealth Displays Ltd. Please find copies of ·said letters 
attached, 

You state in your letter of October 4 that Commrinwealth 
Di~plays Ltd. produced a·facia sign for Mr. Dawson in 
January t-his year, and arranged with a licenced sign erector 
to place the sign on the wall of his premises. Mr. Dawson, 
in his letter of July 14 to Commonwealth Displays Ltd., 
states: ·11 ••• As you custom-made and erected the sign, we 
feel confident such would conform to particular bylaw and 
that you would have obtained the ,,ecessary permit." Perhaps 
you could clarify this apparent conflict of information 
about actual placement of the sien on premincs of the Old 
Orchard Shopping Centre. 

Your letter goeA on to n~k for bylaw section reference: 
"•• .that would nllow the granting of a permit to a sian fncing 
Kingsw11y, as you suggcot in your lcttat·, yct not permit the 
pl~cinr, of pur sign on Grange Street." 

Would you, sir, plenae examine our two letters of July 7 nnd 
August 19 to Ron nnwson & Aaoocintcs Ltd, us no reference 
" ... to D sign fnci.ng Kingawny, .. " iu contoi.nC!d in ci.thcr nf 
the nnicl lctt<ln1. 
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As to your enquiry for bylaw reference for the sign(s) 
placed on premises of the Old Orchard Shopping Centre, Pnd 
able to be viewed from Grange Street, we would first direct 
you to Burnaby Zoning Bylaw No. 4742, Section 7.3 (1) and 
(2)(d), copy attached. 

The Burnaby Sign Bylaw No. 6163 operates in conjunction 
with the Zoning Bylaw, and in practice requires an appli
cation being made to the Director of Planning for prelimin
ary p 1 an a ppr ova 1 ·for the p 1 a cement of a s i g n on a p rope rt y 
where the bylaw requires a permit to be issued for such 
sign. The Burnaby Zoning Bylaw sets out regulatory 
controls of development in the municipality, including 
placement of signs. The Sign Bylaw extends the regulatory 
control of the Zoning Bylaw by setting forth the parti
cular techni~al or special matters pertinent to signage 
in th.e municipality. 

F~rther to your question about your client's sign(s) in 
the Old Orchard Shopping Centre, the entire centre is, as 
you say, in a C3 zone. The Sign Bylaw operates through 
the establishment of Schedules and Supplementary Regula-

. tions. Commercial properties in C3 zoning districts are 
regulated for signs through Schedule V of the Sign Bylaw. 
Schedule V allows all signs covered in Schedule I, but 
the Schedule I signs are not pertinent to the question at 
hand. 

You will note in sentence 1 (2) of Schedule V, see copy 
attfiched, the other signs permitted in the CJ district, 
namely: . 

Two business signs. 
or one business sign, 

plus 
one non-accessory canopy, 

or facia, 
or freestanding, 
or projecting, 
or roof sign, 

fronting cuch at:rcct bounding t:hc property on which the 
sign is located,., 

On the north walls of the Old Orchard Shopping Centre 
premises, fronting on Grange Street, we find one business 
s i g n o v e r th c /l i· c II do t1 n t: r n n cc f r om Gr n n I~ c S t r c n t: in to th c 
shopping centre rending: 

"'l'he Old Orchnrc.l" 
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We also find one husiness sign reading: 

"Bowl 
Old Orchard 

Lanes" 

Therefore, the allowance for signage as expressed in 
sentence 1 (2) of Schedule V has been used on the north 
face of the shopping centre. The placement of signs of 
Ron Dawsori & Associates Ltd. on the north wall of the 
Old Orchard Shopping Centre premises, and as referred 
to in our letter of July 7, was done without application 
for, or granting of preliminary plan approval, without 
permit, and contrary to Schedule v. The Planning Depart
ment reports an application for preliminary plan approval 
for the other sign of Ron Dawson & Associates Lt~. placed 
on the shopping centre premises and facing into the 
parking lot was received on September 10, 1976, and is 
currently under consideration for preliminary plan 
app rova 1. 

Would you, sir, again please refer back to our letter of 
August 19, 1976, to 'Ron Dawson & Associates Ltd_~ ·and note 
therein that no assurance was given that the third sign 
was allowed. · · · · 

Your enquiry about property known as "Central Park Place" 
is noted and investigation of sign use on the said 
property is proceeding. Appropriate action pursuant to 
the Sign Bylaw and the Zoning Bylaw will be taken follow
ing th~s investigation. 

MJJ: lm 
Enc. 

c.c. DIRECTOR OF PLANNING 

MUN!ClP/1L MANAGER• [ ( 

Yours truly, 

uV. 
M.J. one 
CIIIEP BUI INSPECTOR. 
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CORRESPO!IVENCE IJ.JO PETITIONS 
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s1_:.l ____ _ 
Gl 

Sig11s 
PHOt!S 427 1610 

Mr. M. J. Jones, 
Chief Building Inspector, 
Municipality of Burnaby, 
4949 Canada Way, 
Burnaby B.C. VSG 1M2 

!ear Sir: 

2790 KIIJ'-'ilAWIY w,Y,/Ptft0¥ I D g 

. Ci k:: _:; r,, ... .,; ... ,, 
OCT 6 1976 

v.:;c :.:r.:; 

October 4th, 1976. 

•r---,"I' .-:-· S?': 
(../1' .. 

I have before me a copy of a letter dated 
August 19th, 1976, addressed to Ron Dawson & Associates, Old Orchard 
Shopping Centre, Burnaby, signed by yourself. · 

In January of this year we produced a facia 
sign for Mr. Dawson and arranged with a licenced sign erector to place 
said sign on the wall of his premises. 

. Your letter requests that this sign be 
removed within thirty days of receipt of same as no permit was issued and 
the customer has since complied. 

This compliance means that Mr •. Dawson has 
been forced to pny for the production, erection and removal of our product 
because of the decision of your department that it was illegal. 

Would you, sir, please quote to us the 
section of the By-lz.w that \•,ould sllow the granting of a pcnnit to n sir,n 
facing Kingsway, as you suggest in your letter, yet not pemit the placing 
of our sign on Grange Stl'cet, . 

According to our· Zone Map this is a shopping 
area., C3, and the requil'cmcnts arc spelled out in the By-law, 

I fi.irthct1llorc request information as to how 
a property kno,-m as "Central Pork Place" is currently allowed to clisplny 
well over one thousand square feet of sjgn nren on threo streets that arc totally rosidontial. 

A pranpt reply ~oul<l be appreciated. 

Yours truly, 

•
0

~ ri:! ~i;:--
V,P,, co11~11011h'tml tli DisµJ.ay!i Ltd. '\. 

: ... A· Ci,I!: NO A ,.r ( 0 c.:ro Be:~/{ I 2.) 

'. · C:o P~ - M /ll'JAG.\~11. 
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B lJIL IHNG D aA RTHEHT 

RETURN REGISTERED 

Ron Dawson & Associates Ltd., 
Old Orchard Shopping Centre, 
4429 Kingsway, 
Burnaby, n.c. V5H 2A3 

Dc:,r Sirs: 

S u b j e c t : 4 l1 2 9 K i n g s w a y ; Lo t " A " , B 1 k • 3 , 
______ D_istrict Lot_l53, Plan 19895 

-· 
August 19, 1976. 

A·reinspection of the abo~e premises revealed that'the signs 
referred to in our previous letter of July 7, 1976, have not 
a~ yet been rem6ve<l, nor ~as nn application been made to the 
~fonicipal Planning Department. In discussing the matter . 
with the Planning Department, we have been given to' understand 
that obtaining approval for the fascia sign on Grange Street 
is apparently _not possible. as regulotiona pursuant to Burnaby 
Sign By-Law No. 6163 cann6t be met. Uowever, the sign !ncing 
the pnr~ing lot area May possibly be approved. ·· 

In view of the above, you arc hereby requested to have the 
Grange Street sign _removed within 30 days of receipt of this 
l~tter. An application for the other sign should be made 
forthwith to the Planning Dcpnrtr:ient. 

Your cooperation will he looked for and npprcciatcd, 

Yours tr.uly, 

HnH:lm 

c.c. H,R, Swlft, Supervisor, 
Uuil<ling Inspections, 

R. Thompson, 
Huilding Inspector. 

PLANNING DRPAKTMENT, 

l,!.\ I 

.... 
H.J. Jones, 
Cl!IP.F T:U't!.l""CNr. 1NSPT:C'l'DP., 

130 
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RETURN REGISTERED 

· Ron Dawson & Assoclates Ltd., 
Old Orchard Shopping Centre, 
4429 Kingsway, 
Ilurnaby, B.C. VS!! 2A3 

Dear Sirs: 

Subject: 4429 Kingswny; Lot "A", Blk. 3, 
District Lot 153, Plan 19895 --------

July 7, 1976. 

It was noted by Mr. R. Thompson, Building Inspector, on 
July 6, 1976, that three signs have been erected on the 
s u b j e c t p r o p e r. t y , t w o f a c i n g G r a n g c S t r e e t , a n d o n c fa c i n g 
the ·park i n g 1 o t , in con tr av c .n ti on o f Se c t ion 5 (1 ) ( a ) of 
Burnaby Building By-Law No. 6333, ~nd Section 6.2 of 
B~rnaby Sign By-Law No~ 6163. 

Section 5(1) (11) requires that a permit be obtained prior 
to the erection of a sign. The Burnaby Sign ny-Law 
requires that you first make application, accompanied by 
plans, to .the Municipal Planning Dep;irtment. In the 
event that a permit may not be issued for the subject signs, 
you·are h~reby requested to have the signs r0moved within 
thirty (30) days of receipt of this letter. 

Your attention with regnrd to this mc1tter will be .ippre
cioted. 

Yours truly, 

1{\ 
M,,J, Joneo, 

HRS:lm CHIRP BUILDING tNSPP.CTOR, 

c,c, 11,R, Swi(t, Supcrviaor, 
Building Innpoctions, 

R. Thompoon, 
nuilding Inapcctor. 
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25 OL'.c;;Re1'17',"'NO SHOPPING CENTRE 
4°4 0<1NGSWAY 

B U R 7\71 Y, 8. C. V5H 2A4 

HETUli..'J filiGIS1'EfiED 
~fg©~O~~[DJ 

July 14, 1976 JUL 16 1?76 

Co:tmonwc.llth Displays Ltd., 
BUILDING l:"3PECTOR'S 

OFFICE 
4531 Enst HaatinE;s Street (Rear} 
Durnnby., B.c. /J ~ , ~ 
V5C 2KJ .:)7 / -/O.;.../ 

Dear Sirs: 
/•' I/ ,:/· ~• :,./ /g cr'//·Z> S"r _) / '"" /.,. c.... 

-.5u11.<."'✓:-Y 

Invoice No • .3741 
Dated January 29 11976 

Wo are in recoipt of n lotter dated July 7th, 
i976, from tho Corporation o! the Diatrict of Burnaby, B.C., 
~dvising that a pcnnit is required prior to the orcction ot 
a sign. 

Accordincly, as you cuotom made and erected 
tho siGn, we feel con!idcnt such would con.fonn to particular 
Bylaw nnd that you would hJlve obtaimd tho noccsaary permit. 
Therefore, kindly adviae permit number. 

RDD/nrn . 

. V-:: Mr. ll. n.swift, S\lpi}rvioor 
Building lnapcctions 

Yours vory truly, 
.,.. 

~ j){.H. D. Dnwoon 

> 
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side only, between Price Street and the B .C. Hydro Railway 
right-of-way which crosses Boundary Road immediately 
south of Thurston Street. 

6.17 Parking or Storage of Commercial Vehicles, Trucks, Trailers, Boats 
or Equipment in Residential Districts: 
No commercial vehicle, truck, bus, contractors equipment, dis
mantled or wrecked automobile, boat, trailer or any similar vehicle, 
conveyance, craft or equipment shall be parked or stored in the 
open in any R or RM District, except the following which may be 
parked or stored in the rear yard only: 
( 1 )' One truck or commercial vehicle not exceeding three-quart• 

er ton rate capacity, 
(21 Trucks, commercial vehicles or equipment required for the 

construction, repair, servicing or maintenance of the pre• 
mises. · 

(3) Any dismantled or wrecked vehicle for a period of not more 
than 30 successive days. 

(4) One boat or vessel not exceeding a length of 20 feet. 

(5) One trailer not exceeding a length of 20 feet. 

SECTION 7 ADMINISfRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 

7.1 Administration: 
This Bylaw shall be administered by the Chief Building Inspector 
ancl the Chief Licence Inspector or any other official of the Car· 
poration who may be appointed by the Council. 

7.2 Permits and Licences: 
The Chief Building Inspector shall not issue any permit, nor shall 
the Chief Licence Inspector issue any licence for o building, struc
ture or use which violJtes any of the provisions of this Bylaw. 

7.3 Preliminary Plan Approval: 
• ~ 1) Any person wishing to undertake a development shall apply 

for ancl receive preliminary plan approval from tht~ Director 
~ of Planning before the issuance of a building permit, except 

in the case of the following: 
(al The construction of on(?-fnrnil'I and two-fnmily resi

dential dwellings am1 accessory builclin1Is. ,-·. - (bl The m<1intcnancn of any IJuilclin(I, structurn 'Jr L1sr.. 
(cl ThB completion of a buildin\l which was lawfully un• 

lier construction or for which a permit lias Ileen law• 
fully issued at.the effective date of this Bylaw. 

(ell Tho improvement or altllnition of any building within 
thr. property linr.r. of 1110 lot, provillr.cl thot such im• 
provermrnt or alteration sl1all nol n1atllrially ,1ffoc:t tlHl 
m<ternnl ;:ippearnnco, incrmIsu the clt?11sity of ocr.u• 
µancy nor change the us1i of such IJuildino. 

(nl Thn co11struct1on, al1er.itio11, 111ni.11l1?11i111cu, or rnp,1ir 
of i1 h iqhway, Slrtrnl, Ii.I ill' or i,rid1Iu. 

(fl Tlin crnclion, co11i;tructin11 or placi1111 of wrnporo1ry 

25 
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buildings as defined in this Bylaw. 
(2) Every application for development shall be accompanied by 

the following: 

(a) The street address and legal description of the lot. 
(b) • The name of the applicant and/or of the owner of the 

lot. ' 

(c) A statement of the purpose of the proposed develop
ment and the estimated commencement date. 

-Jll"d) 

(e) 

(f) 

A preliminary plan showing the dimensions of the lot 
or lots; location, plans, profiles, elevations and height 
of all buildings and structures including signs, setbacks, 
parking areas, access, open spaces and landscaping, 
screen fences, surrounding land uses and such further 
or additional land use information as the Director of 
Planning may require. 

In the case of industrial uses, a description of the pro
posed operation in sufficient detail to determine 
whether the operation is a use permitted within the 
applicable zoning district. 

In the case of apartment or group housing develop• 
ment proposals, the submission of either, at the choice 
of the applicant, a true-to-scale perspective or model, 
together with a detailed plan of landscaping and 
usable open space. (B/L # 6177-6/11/72) 

(3) When such application for development conforms to the 
provisions of this Bylaw and does not contravene any 
approved land use or road plan, preliminary plan approval 
shall be given by the Director of Planning. 

(4) The approval of plans or drawings shall not in any way re
lieve tha applicant from full responsibility for the carrying 
out of the development in accordance with the provisions 
of this Bylaw. 

(5) The granting of preliminary plan approval shall not absolve 
the applicant from compliance with all relevant municipal 
bylaws, 

7,4 Utilities Required before Cornmoncernent: 

~ , '"> •• 

( 1) Notwithstanding any right contitincd in this Bylaw, th(I .~ 
Chiof Building inspector may prohibit n porson who pro-
poses to erect a huildina from commencing tit~ erection of 
such bllilding llntil firm 11rranoomonts have been mncle to 
supply such building with electric power ,mcf public w11tor, ~ 
seworago, stroot and othor facilities, 

(2) No building shall bo constructocl, ornr.tncl or occupied on 
nny lot not se~viccd lly ,1 municipa

1
1 sanitary sewknr until n ~. 

purmi1 for tho 111stnllnt1crn tlrnron o n soritic tan lrns t.rnon 
obu1inccl from tho Mudicnl Ho,11111 Officor nncl such p1m11it 
sl1nll not ho issl1ocl l1nl11ss tho topouraphy, u:;i11lln aroa for 
sr.wnoo control, soil fnrnwti<Jll 1111cl comlitiom, su, ra,:o nm1 r, 
sul>surfacr. tlrni,rnun or rho lot will pnrmit the i:irli5fnctory 
oporntion or tlH! suptic t1111k. 
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..,._....,, ~-------· .. i:M SCHEDULE NO. V C3 1 C-1 AND C7 DISTRICTS 

1. Permitted Sig·ns: 

MANAGER'S REPORT NO. 
COUNCIL MEETING 

(1) Signs permitted in Schedule I of this By-law. as regulated therein. 

•~.:.• (2) Two business or one business and one non-accessory canopy or facla 

or freestanding or projecting or roof sign fronting each street bounding 

the property on which the sign is located, provided. however, that 

non-accessory signs shall not be permitted within 50 feet of any property 

in an A, R, RM or P3 District. 

2. . Requirements: 

(1) 

(2) 

The total area of canopy signs shall not exceed a ratio of two square 

feet of sign area for each lineal foot of street frontage of the building 

to which the signs are attached. 

The total area of facia signs shall not exceed 20 percent of the wall 

surface to which the signs are attached. 

(3) The maximum area and height of a freestanding sign shall be as 

follows: 

Maximum 
Lot Area Sign Area Height 

6,000 sq. ft. or less 100 sq. ft. 20 ft. 

6,000 sq. ft. to 1 acre 150 sq. ft. '25 ft. 

More than 1 acre 200 sq. ft. 30 ft. 

(4) The requirements for projecting signs and roof signs shall be as set 

forth in Section 5,4 of this By-law. 

SCHEDULE NO. VI SPECIAL AREAS 

1. &lopping centres, as defined in tho Burnaby Zoning By-law• shall be subject 

to the submittal of a Comprehensive Sign Plan ns rogLilnted by Soction 6, 3 of 

this By-lnw, 

2, Comprchonslvo Development D!i:;tricts ns prov!cloc.l for ln Section 700 of tho 

Burnnby Zoning By-lnw, shnll bo subject to tho subrnittnl of n Comprehensive 

Sign Pinn ns rogulntecl by Section o. 3 of th!s By-lnw, 

3, No non-ncoossory signs shnll ho pormittccl within 600 foot of tho rlght-of-wny 

of tho following. st roots: 
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