
ITEM t~ 

MANAGER'S REPORT NO. 70 

COUNCIL MEETING Nov. 3/75 

Re: CITY OF VANCOUVER'S BYLAWS FOR THE CONTROL OF UNTIDY PREMISES 

On October 14, 1975, Council requested that information be obtained on the 
manner in which the City of Vancouver controls unsightly premises. Follow
ing is a report from the Chief Public Health Inspector on this matter. 

The Municipal Solicitor points out that Vancouver has clearly defined 
authority in its Charter to enact the type of regulations that are contained 
in its "Standards of Maintenance Byla'W". The applicable sections are as 
follows: 

"Standard of 
maintenance. 

Standards for 
dwellings. 

(u) for requiring the O'Wners or occupants of real 
property to maintain the said property in a neat 
and tidy condition and in keeping 'With a reasonable 
standard of maintenance prevailing in the neigh
bourhood. 1953, c,55, s.323; 1955, c.114, s.12; 
1958, c. 72, ss.22, 23; 1966, c.69, s.13. 

(i) for fixing standards .of fitness for human habita
tion to 'Which all dwellings, whether single or 
multiple, shall conform, and for requiring the 
owners of dwellings to make the same conform to 
any of such standards, and for prohibiting the use 
or occupancy of dwellings which do not conform 
with any standard so fixed." 

Section 714 of the Munic:i.pal Act, which covers building regulations that can 
be en~cted for purposes of health, safety and protection of persons and pro
perty; does not.contain such authority. Moreover, building regulations per 
se became primarily a Provincial concern upon enactment of Section 719A which 
involves. the application of the National Building Code of Canada. It certainly 
is not the intent of Section 719A of the Municipal Act or of the National 
Building Code of Canada to provide for regulation of untidy premises. 

This is for the information of Council, 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Mr. M.J. Shelley October 24, 1975 
Munlclpnl rlanag/3r· 
Corp6ratlon of nurnaby 
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ITEM 4 
MANAGER'S REPORT NO. 70 

COUNCIL MEETING Nov. 3/75 

nctob"'.lr 211, I r:i75 
Mr. M.J. Shelley - 2· -

The City of Vancouvor has passed a second nv-lnv1 rclatinn to thn 
cond 1 t 1 ons of 1 and and dwe 11 i ngs. Th 1 s Oy-1 aw i !; known as the ''S+cinrJards of 
~-la 1 ntenance £3y- I aw'' and became effect i vc October I, l n75. The rw-1 aw is 
directed to the condition of dwellings situatecl in any ar0a within t11r> r:'lty 

and would Include rnultlple occupancy. 

It ts our understandlnq that the staff of the Perrnits and l.iornces 
Department will be Initially Increased by two for the enforcement of the 

Oy-law. 

City officials have advised that they will provide us \-Jith their 
assessment of the ''Standards of Ma I ntenance Ry-I aw" when the value of the 
By-law is established. \'le do not expect an early reply as the Ry-law must 
be enforced, tested as to legal tty and the results tabulated. 

SUMMATION 

It would seem that the Vancouver "Untidy Premises By-la\·J", t-!o. '1548 
is slmi tar In content to the "E3urnaby Unsightly Premises Ry-law 1<?69

11

, 

No. 5533. We are not knowledgeable of the effectiveness of the City of 
. Vancouver ,·untidy Premises By-law'' but we can state that the ''Rurnaby 
:unsightly Premises t3y-law" ls effective and beneficial In that it does 

. _.control ''Unsightly Premises''. · 

attached. 

GHA/cc 

Att. 

For:infonnatlonal purposes copies of the followino Ry-laws are 

I. The "Burnaby Unsightly Premises By-law 1969", No. 5533. 

· 2. The City of Vancouver ''Untidy Premises Ry-law". 

3. The City of Vancouver '''.,randards of Maintenance By-:-law''. 

This is for the Information of Council. 

Yours truly, 

~ G.H. Armson, C.P.H. I, (C) 
CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTll lt!SPU:TOR 
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tHE CORPORATION OF THE DISTRICT OF BURNABY 

BY-LAW ~!O. 5533 

'A BY-LAW to prohibit the owners or occupiers 
of real property from allowing property 
to become untidy or unsightly and to 
require the owners or occupiers of real 
property, or their agents, to remove 
therefrom any accumulation of filth, 
discarded materials, or rubbish of any 
kind. 

The Council of The Corporation of the District of 

Burnaby ENACTS as. fo 11 ows: 

1.. . This By-law may be cited as "BURNABY UNSIGHTLY PREMISES 

BY".' LAW 196911
• 

2. NQ owner or occupier of real p·roperty shall a J Jow the 

said real propert_y to become untidy or unsightly. 

>3~ Every owner or occupier of real property or the. agent 

·~f such owner or occupier shalt remove from the said rei1 property 

ani aci~mulation of filth, discarded materials, or rubbi,h of any. 

-kind: anf in def au 1 t of such remova 1 the Muni c i pa 1 i ty by ·its workmen 

and others may enter upon the said real property and effect such 
removal 

.. 
at the expense of the person so defaulting and the charges 

for so ~bing, if unpaid on the 31st day of December in any year, 

shalt be added to and·form part of the taxes payable in r~spect 

of that reaJ property as taxes in arrear. 

4. Any person who violates any of the provisions of this 

by-Jaw shalt be guilty of an offence punishable as provided in the 

Summary Convictions Act. 
\· 

S. By-law No. 4713, being "BURNABY UNSIGHTLY PREMISES BY-LAW 

196511 , is repeated. 

Read a first time this 14th dDy of July, 1969. 

Read a si;:cond ti111e t.hi~ litch d,:1y of .July, 196'.J. 

Rct1d a third time thi~.; P1t11 ck1y ul ,July, l969. 

Reconsidered nnd adopted this 21st d8y of July, 1969. 
( s I G NED ) II w~ ~ g H ,. vJ • pH I T T I E H 

( C: IGNf .. D) II 1 I"' SII/\W" 
-~ l '" ~' LE '{(( . 
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A Oy-law to Prevent the Cxlstonce 
of Untidy Premises within the City of 

Vancouver. 
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THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF VANCOUVER in open mootlnq a;;serr.Lled, enacts a~· follows: 

I. This By- I aw may be c I ted as the ''Unt I dy Prem I sos Ry- I aw". 

2. Every owner or occupier of real property shat I maintain the said proper+yin a neat 
and tidy condition In keeping with a rP.asonablo standard of m1intenance prevailing 

In the neighbourhood. 

3. tlo owner or occupier of any real property shat I al low any accumulation of rur.bish or-
discarded materials upon such real property. 

4. Every owner or occupier of a parcel of real property shall knep th9 same cleared of 
brush, trees, or other growths, within a reasonable standard of that prevailing in the 

neighbourhood. 

5. Cl) Where the owner or occupier of any real property fails to remove from such property 
any accumulation of rubbish- or discarded materials, or fails to keep the said property cleared 
of brush,· trees, or other growths, the Di rector of Permits and Licences may cause a notice 
to be.served upon the owner of the real property requiring ~i.m to remedy the condition within 
ten days. Any such order shal_ I be sufficiently served upon· the owner by sendlncJ the same 
by return registered mai I to the address shown on the current year's real-property assessment 

rol I. . 
. · (2) .. - In the event of default by the owner in remedying the condition within the time I lriitcd, 

•a's<speclfied In the notice referred to In subsection (I) hereof, the Director of Permits and 
,Licenses _and any person author I zed by him may enter upon the rea I property for the purpose of 
.femedying the condition referred to in the said notice. The costs incurred In, carryinf! out 

.. any;.wor:k pursuant to this subsection shat I be recoverable by the City from th:e owner. hy action 
;)·Jn;ar:iy Court of competent Jurisdiction, or, in the alternative, if the costs and expenses 
~{/incJdehtal to the work are not paid to the City by the owner within thirty days after a 
j~derriancldor.payment'has been sent to the owner, ·the Director of Finance may cause such costs· 
\: .. fo':be .added to and form part of the taxes payable in respect of that parcel of real. propE?rty • 
. ___ ,.,.;,,_,.,.,.'-"" 

::i.:.<·.c· _Every pe,;:~onwho offends against any of the provisions of -this By-la1-1,or.who suffers 
::or{permfts;any act.or thing to be done in contravention or in violation of anv of the 

:~\'i>:roy.lsions of this· By-law, or who neglects to do or refrains from doing any-rhl~q required to 
.: ~e,Zdone by any of the p,rov is ions. of th Is By- I aw, or viho does any act or thing which vi o I ates 
···~~y_;;of the provisions of this By-law, shal I be deemed to be gul lty o-f an infraction of this 
By-law and shal I be I !able to the penalties hereby Imposed. 

1 
I 

,"· 7. (I) Every person who commits an offence against this By-law is llabie to.a fine and 
. penalty not exceeding one hundred dollars ($100.00) and costs, or In default of rrnym"lnt 

thereof, or In tho. alternative, to Imprisonment with or without hard labour for any period 

not exceeding two months. 

(2) Where an offence aga Inst th Is By- I aI~ Is of a cont I nu l ng nature, It sha 11 bo I awfo I 
for the convicting magistrate, In his discretion, to impose a flno aaalnst tha offender, 
not exceeding flfty dollars ($50.00) for each day such offence Is continued hy hiri. 

0, By-law No. 3874 is hereby repealed. 

9, This By-law shal I come Into forco and take offoct on and affor tho dato of ·tho 

final passing hereof. 

DONE AND PASSED IN open Council this 6th day of Apr! I, 1071. 

This By-law rocelvod: 
1st BEADING - April 6, 1971 
?.nd nEADING .. Apr! I 6, 1971 
3rd READING - Apr I I 6, 1971 

(sgd) R. Thompson 
City Clork 

( ,.qd) A I do rma n A • r-1 11 I I I l p s 
Dnpu'l'y f1;1yor 

( !:irld) Hon;; I rl_.Thrnnp !;on·--·-·-·· 
Ci !·y r; I 1.1r-l< 

horoby certify ttwi' thn foro!'jolnci lri n ~nrr-nci' r:npy nf :1 11v••lnv1 d11i'/ pn•.::,,:d l,v 1'11•• 
Councf f of "tho City of Vnncouvor on th11 6th d,=,y nf Apr I 1, 1971 ;:1nrl n1111ili'1r-nd ~•:,M,. 

r. I TY r'I.U·!I< 
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Of.PT. PERMITS & LICtN.)£3 I 
::~d ~~; .. JY:t.m::::::·sy&(·~ 
RECEIVED 

BY-LllW NO. 4888 AUG 14 1975 
A By-law for prescribing standards for 
the maiitenancc and occupancy of property 
within the City of Vuncouver .. 

OiJry_, ......... _,lnit .............. . 

'l'IIE COUNCIL OP TIIE tr•ry OF VANCOUVER in open 
meeting assembled, enacts as follows: 

1. This By-law may be cited as the "Standards of 
Maintenance By-law". 

2. DEFINITIONS 

requires: 
In.this by-~aw, unless the context·otherwise 

O~Tf 

"accessory building" means a detached building, out
building or structure, the use of which is inciden
tal to the primary use of the property; 

"bathroom" means a room containing a bat~tub or shower 
with or without a water closet and wash basin; 

' "dwelliny"_mcans a building or structure or part of.a 
Luilding.or structure occupied or capable of being 
occupied_in·whole or in ~c1.rt for the purposes·of 
human habitation; · 

"dwelling unit" means a self-contained houiekeeping unit 
containing toilet and bathroom facilities; 

"habitable room" means any room in a dwelling. unit used 
or intended to be used for living, sleeping, cook
ing or eating purposes; 

"housekeeping unit" means a s!eeping unit containing 
facilities for cooking; 

"land" means any parcel of land on which a dwelling is 
situate; 

"repair" includes the provision of such fncilitics nnd 
the making of additions or alterations or the 
taking of such action as may be required so thnt 
the proper~y conforms to the standards established 
by this by-law; 

"sleeping unit" means one or more rooms equipped to be 
used for sleeping and sitting purposes. 

3. Tho provisionn cl 
:i.n the: r· i · :/ :.1,:l ·.:,:i ·1,11·,.·1 , .. , 

thJ.:, by·•.l,,w app.1:/ 
• I \•' : 1' O ~., '' ' • 1 ' 
,,,, I ,.,f, I ,} 

! n . : l l 

4. MT\IN'.l'EMJ\1'.iCI:: OF 1,/\Nf) Mm AC1..'I·:i;i,;unv 11!11. 1,1) UJI_;:; 

,·; 1,:e l U n•J!i 

,1, l /\l t lnnd r;h.:111 bo kr•pt:. c l.ntrn i1nil frcr.' frnn1 r:iibbL'.,:h 

http://r5ha.ll
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or debris and from objects or conditions that might 
create a health, fire or accident hazard. 

4.2 No vehicle, trailer, boat or mechnnical equipment 
which is in a wr0.ck0.d or dismantled condii.:'ion shrill 
be parked, stored or left on any land. 

4.3 Storm water shc.111 be drained frorn all land so as 
to prevent ponding or the entrance of water into 
a basement or cellar. 

4.4 The steps, walks, driveways and parking spaces on 
all land shall he maintained so as to afford safe 
passage under normal use and weather conditions. 

4.5 Suitably surfaced walks shall be available on all 
land leading from the main entr~nce pf each dwelling 
to the street or driveway. 

4.6 Fences shall be kept in good repair. 

4.7 Accessory buildings on all land shall be kept in 
good repair. Exteriors of accessory buildings 
shall be weather resistant through the use of 
weather rcsistarit materials including paint oi 
other preservatives. 

5. MAINTENANCE OF DWELLINGS 

5.1 Every part of a dwelling shall be maintained in a 
structurally sound condition so as t,o be capable of 
sustaining safely its own weight and any additional 
load to which it may be subjected through normal 
use. 

5.2 Walls, roofs and other exteribr parts of a dwelling 
shall be free from loose or improperly secured 
objects or material. 

5.3 Foundation walls of a dwelling shall be maintained 
or repaired so as to prevent the entrance of moisture. 

5. 4 Every dwelling, unless of slab on grade type, shall 
be supported by foundation walls or piers which extend 
to suitable bearing material and all footings, founda
tion walls, piers, slabs on grade shall be of concrete 
or other suitable material. 

5. S Exl..1.:!ric,r wal la of u dwelling nnd its comporie1, Ls 
inclu~ing soffit and fa~in sh~ll be maintained AU as 
to prevent their deterioration. 

5. 6 · Roofs of clwcllingc; fihnll be rnaintn.inE:~d in a woather 
resistant condition, 

5,7 Wi.nrJown i'lncl oxt:.,,rior doors r,1h,:1ll hr! 111aint . .-.1.i.ned so 
,'.IS t.o p.t:evcmt· t.:llc• 0nt.ritnc0 of wind ,rnd r:,in into r, 
r.hmll.in<J, l\11. windmvr-; .inLnnr.lt:d to bu Ul'>t/nr.:d, ,\/Hi 
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all exterior doors ~h~ll have hardware so as to be 
cµpable of b~ing locked from inside the dwcllin~ 
and at least one entrance door in every dwelling 
shall hc1ve hardware so as to be! capublc of being 
locked from both inside nnd outside the dwelling. 

5.8 Inside and outside stairs, porcfics, balconies and 
landings shall be maintained so as to be free of 
holes, cracks and other defects which may constitute 
a hazard. Stairs, treads or risers that show exces
sive wear or are broken, warped or loose and support
ing structure members that are rotted or deterioratted 
shall be replaced. 

5.9 A handrail shall be installed and maintained in good 
repair in every stairwell, and a balustrade shall be 
installed and maintained in good repair on the open 
side of every stairway with three or more risers and 
on the open side of a balcony, porch or landing. 

. . 
5.10 Every wall and ceiling in a dwelling shall be main

tained so as to be free of holes, loose coverings or 
other defects, and in a clean and sanitary condition. 

5.11 Every floor in a dwelling sh'all be maintained in good 
repair •. 

5.12 Every bathroom floor and every toilet room floor shall 
be maintained so· as to be impervious to water .. 

5.13 Every chimney, smoke pipe and flue shall be maintained 
to prevent gases from leaking into the dwelling. 

5.14 All plumbing, including every drain, water pipe, water 
·closet and other plumbing fixtures in a dwelling and 
every connecting line to the sewerage system shall be 
maintained in good working order and frcie from leaks 
or defects, and all water pipes and appurtenances 
thereto shall be prbtec~ed from freezing. 

5.15 Every wash basin and bathtub or shower shall have an 
adequate supply of hot and cold running water and every 
water closet shall have an adequate supply of running 
water. 

5.16 All bathrooms and toilet rooms shall h~ located within 
and accessible from within a dwelling unit. · 

5.17 All bathrooms and toilet rooms shall be fully enclosed 
so as to provide privacy for an occupant. 

5 .18 Every toilet: room slrnll have a washh,1sin lnca ted in 
the toilet room, c.1r in an fanmcdi.at:ely ndjo.in.i.n9 room. 

5.19 · Ev1:1ry homrnkccping 11nit i:ind ::.lecp.i.nq 1.mi.l: ohnll hnvci 
uccens to c1 b,1t:hroorn und toilet: fnd lity wi. thout 9oin9 
throu<Jh rooms of .-rnotll~r un:i.L ur outsid,: Lli•! dwell.inti. 

5.20 l·:VQt.y 1.hv1.,}Ling rill.il I. I),· prrwid,.:d wiih ,1 !.,:,ii i.n,; ,;y:;t.-•111 
in good \,1c>r:ki.111J 1:c,11.i.i.l .. ,011 c,q,,.d,I.,.} o:. fl\,.11.n\.,ininq c0 vi•ry 

.... !IHI ,I'"" I• .... ,_,. 



• 

114 

ITEM 4 

MANAGER'S REPORT NO. 70 

COUNCIL MEETIN'.i Nov. 3/75 
- 4 -

room in such dwelling at a temperature of 68° 
Fahrenheit measured at a point five feet above 
the floor. • 

5.21 Every habitable room in a dwelling shall have at 
least nne clectri6a1 duplex outlet for each 120 
square feet of floor space; for·each additional 
100 square feet of "floor space a second duplex 
outlet shall be provided. Evety kitchen shall 
have at least two electrical duplex outlets which 
shall be on separate circuits. 

5.22 Every kitchen, bathroom,.toilet room, laundry room, 
furnace room, basement or cellar shall be provided 
with a perm~nent electrical light fixture. 

5.23 All electrical wiring shall be kept in good repair. 

·s.24 Every habitable room except a kitchen,· bathroom or 
toilet room shall have a window or windows, sky
lights, translucent panels 01: glass ar~a of an out
side door that faces directly to outside space and 
is in total equal in area to ten per cent of the 
floor area of the room. 

5.25 Every habitable room shall have an opening or openings 
to the outside• for ventilation providing an unobstructed 
free-flow area of at least three square feet, or a 
system of mechanical ventilation such that the air is 
changed once every hour. 

5.26 Every bathroom or toilet room shall have.an opening 
or openings to the .outside for ventilation providing 
an unobstructed free-flow area of at least one square 
foot, or an equivalent system of·mechanical ventila-

tion. 

5.27 All systems of mechanical ventilation shall be main
tained in good working order. 

5.28 Every basement and unheated crawl space shall be 
adequately vented to the outside. A basement shall 
have windows which can be opened, or screened open
ings, the area of which shall not be less than one 
per cent of the floor area. An unheate_d crawl space 
shall have at least two louvres with insect screens 
of corrosion-resistant material. 

5.29 Every dwelling and each unit within it shall have 
a safe, continuous and unobstructed passage from 
the interior of tho unit and the dwelling to the 
outside of the dwelling at street or grade l~vel. 

5. 30. Each dwelling containing more than one dwo 11 :i.n9 
unit:, housolwepin9 unit ot· sl.cepin~7 uni.t:, sh,'1.l.l 
h~va nt la~sL two exits, both of which mny bo 
common or. onn of which may bi:i cnmrnr.in .:rnd lhr• ut.11cr 
of which 111<1y bo ,11\ c}:L\:rior r;t.1.1.i.r or: r.Ln,: t•:;c,q.ii:·. 

http://sha.ll
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6. ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES 

6.1 The City Building Inspector, ~nd anyone authorized 
by him, may cnte~ any premises nt any reasonable 
time for the purp68c of determining whether or not 
such premises comply with the p~ovisions of this 
by-law. 

6.2 No person shall use or occupy, or permit to be used 
or occupied any premises which do not comply with 
the provisions of this by-law. 

6.3 Every person who violates any of the provisions of 
this by-law or who suffers or permits any act or thing 
to·be done in contravention or in violation of any of 
the provisions of this by-law, or who neglects to do 
or refrains from doing anything required to be done 
by any of the provisions of this by-law, or who does 
any act which violates any of the provisons of this 
by-law is guilty of an offence against this by-law 
and liable to the penalties hereby imposed. Each 
day that a violation is permitted to exist shall 
constitute a separate offence. 

6·. 4 Every person who 9omrni ts an 'of fence against this 
by-law is liable to a fine and penalty of not more 
than $500.00 and not less than $50.00 for each 
offence, and in default of payment thereof or, in the 
alternative, to imprisonment for any period nbt exceed-

6.5 

6.6 

· 6. 7 

6.8 

ing two months. 

Every person who commits an offence of a continuing 
natufe is liable to a fine not exceeding $50.00 £or 
each day such offence is continued. 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this by-law, 
where any dwelling does not comply with the standards 
set out in this by-law, the Council may, by resolution, 
order that failure to remedy any default specified in 
such order within 60 days after service of such order, 
will result in the work being carried out by the City 
at the expense of the owner. 

If, upon expiration of the 60 days' notice, all of 
the defaults specified in the notice arc not remedied, 
the City may, by its workmen or others enter upon 
the premises and eftect such repairs, renovations or 
alterations as arc necessary to muke the dwelling 
conform to the standards set out in this by-law. 

All costs and expenses of the City ns a consequence 
of work carried out pursuant to sub:-rnction 6.7 shall 
be paid by the owner or owner. undc~r agrt.:!ernen t of t:tw 
property within 30 days front the <fotc of n !:il..::tt:cmcnt: 
of l1CCO\Hl t. from the Ci. t:.y. 

6,'9 l\ny ;:iniounl wld.ch r,,ri1.ii.n!; unt1i11rl .-,1:,~•r iJ\,, 111111.: .l.imitr••·.! 
.i.n r;ubil!}et:i.on fi.f! )1<in•o1: ::,h .. L.l, ,,r:,,.- ,:·,:-rt i.l'i.c:,1t·io11 hy 

1. l 5 
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the Director of Finance, be inserted in the real
property tax roll as a charge with respect to the 
parcel on which the work was carried out. 

6.10 Any notice required to be served pursuant to sub
section 6.6 hereof shall be sufficiently served if 
sent by registered mail to the owner or has been 
posted on the premises affected. 

6.11 Before any matter is dealt with by Council pursuant 
to subsection 6.6 hereof, the City Clerk shall notify 
the owner of the premises that the Council will be 
considering the question of a violation of this by
law. Such notice shall specify the nature of the 
violations and shall specify the time and place at 
which the owner may appear before the Council to make 
representations in respect of the matters alleged. 

7. This by-law shall come into force ana·take effect on 
the first day of October, 1975. 

DONE AND PASSED in open Council this 12th day of 
Augus~, 1975. 

(Signed) A. Phillips 
Mayor 

Csiwned) P, H. Little 
City Clerk 

"I hereby certify that the foregoing is a correct copy of a 
By-law duly passed by the Council of the City of Vancouver on 
the 12th day of August, 1975, and numbered 4888. 

CI'l'Y c.u;RK" 




