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On D.ecember 30, 1974, Council tabled a report regarding a proposed S~P.C.A~· ... ,,.' · .. ·· 
program tha~ involves the permanent impregnation of a registration number .. 011 the 
underside of dogs' ears ("Operation Tattoo"). Council I s request· for information. 
on the number of mnicipalities that have participated 1n such a program, a.nd 
the results achieved, is contained with other related c0111nents in the· following 
report from the Chief Licence Inspector. 

We wbh to emphasis that the S.P.C.A. 1 s intention to tattoo dogs on• vo~untary 
basis at the MunicipalPound c011111encing February 1, 197S would be done within · 
the. te.rms of the existing contract for services and, therefore, 11oufd not · 
require., any ad,ditional expenditure of funds as far as the Municipality is con-
cerned. The cost to the parUcipating owner would be $2, $3 or $4, as more 

. fullys;explained in the brochure that Council received on December 3o',: '197~,;" 
;.,:· ... ~::.;, :•t.·~·- ... ;"·. ··:-.:_ i., . .. ·.,,.,. _ _. .. l-······,· •,:!··/·•:· 

IECONMBNDlTIONS: · · 

L ;•~T.Co~d;~;r~~~~rsf in:pdncipl~ the s.P.c.A~ 's prc,g~ai ''<>p~i~i~ciii, 1
~\ 

I Tatto~••: .f~i:j;yc,lun_t~ry partic_ipation by dog owners; .-and . : •·. . ·. 

· . : 2. ;f ,'l'BAT cl~:ir\,J~fC!~ ~01i1iderati~n of a . grant towards the coi,t -~/an 
.. -. . . ''. f adve:rtlsins: pre>s~- ,with.:respect to···"operat,icm' Tattoo"~ .. \llitU '· a : 

·. -report·!:on/a:spaying ·anclc'n.eutering clinic ·ts· presentedfor.,Coimcil 
. constderat·ion. · <:'; ·: · ·. · · ' 

··"': •,· "\;{)d/::ft,< 
··.•·: .. ·•~r_:::)'.~1c11>~/uijA,\GER . 
· ~ll011:). csiEF.:Li~~G~ iNsi>Ecroa 

., 
· DOGS - OPERATION TATTOO· ·,· 

' ... 

On December, 30, 1974,· Co1.1ncil tabled a report and requested further· 
. information on the S.P.C,A,'s proposal to establish a programme of 
tattooing dogs with. a permanent identification. number~· · ,, . . . . 

The ~.P,C,A. requests action by the Corporation on :the following:-

A. To ensure t~at all dogs leaving the jurisdiction 
of our pound operation are tattooed, 

B, To make tattooing compulsory on a progressive scale, 
commensurate with the licencing of the dog, 

C, To make harbouring of a tattooed dog illegal by a 
person other than the registered owner, 

and further recommends:--·---
" l. That all munioipalitic;1s endo1•se the p.r.ogrnmme. 
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2. That all municipalities examine closely the means 
of inducing members of the public to voluntarily 
have their dogs tattooed i.e. $2,00 ~eduction in 
licence fee in current licence year to offset the 
expense of .. ·tattooing. 

3. Suitable advertising to promote the concept. 

Depending upon the success of the concept that:-

4 . .' Municipalities apply for changes to the Municipal 
Act to provide wider powers in the tattooing of· 
dogs within the municipalities. 

The Solicitor determined that the Municipal Act does not provide .. 
authority to permit the .. Corporation to comply with these request•.-· 

· · or with item 2 under: recommendatie>ns. 

".01ir original report>r~commended that• Council endorse the :princt;ie, •. ··' .. '. 
. · .. o1 a voluntary pfogramme and consider. making. a. grant·· tor :the ad.vertising> . 

campaign necessary in: this regaI"d, ~•. and when a report. OD, propo•ed - . 
apaying-,~_nd neuter~ng c:linic is •before them. 

Counc1i'J~a inquifed as to the results of similar programmes. 
, ::,~~'.s; .'' ·. ·--: ' . 

. ,. \. ..... i.'.. ~: ' 

~Ii~ S.P.·c.A. adviijes that)io comparable programme is known to';be ,in /( 
operation throughout North America. They further advise .thli~iiresponse\'. . · 

-·. fJ:'Olll municipalities . in 'the ,Greater V:ancouver area is. ~nc::~u¥•gi11if/)i)<)'.;)'/ 
,, ,:A .. :,.\J,. ·~•.•:,·. 

-/Due.:to the lack of\information" on any similarprogralDDle, ,we anticipate: .. 
. -, :tba,t;re~ponsible .dog owners may find tha:t :tattooing offers. Pl".O_tecti(?lf: ··• _ 
>J'.or\:tbeir>dog, therefore, they may; p~rticipate. in a voluntary:~pr~gra'liime/ .. 

.. •:;{}T~;ri:i.:c:·A~· .iri~'~nds to proceed- with tattoofng dogs ··as a .;41,iritar,y· 
· programme, beginning Feb:r;uary l; 1975, There will be no adclitional 

· administrative costs to the Corporati·on; however, Council may _,r_ish to 
i consi·der a grant for the advertising campaign the S.P.C.At intends to 
conduct, · .-

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

,, 

PK:oc 

1, That Council endorse in principle the S.P.C.A.'s 
programme "Operation Tattoo11 for voluntary paJ".ticipation 
by dog owners; and, 

2. That Council defer consideration of a grant towards the 
cost of an advertising programme with respect to 
"Operation Tattoo", until a report on a spaying and 
neutering clinic is presented for Council consideration. 

~ 
'•~ 

H. Buckley, 
pHIEF LICENCE INSPECTOR. 
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