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ITEM 2 

Re: Police Reports MANAGER'S REPORT NO. 7 

COUNCIL MEETING Feb. 3/75 
Council on January 20, 1975, in connection with consideration of a monthly 
report from the R.C.M.P., requested information on the feasibility of having 
the R.C.M.P. prepare a comprehensive report similar to the one that Vancouver 
Council recently received on the operations of the Vancouver City Poiice 
Department. Comments on the Vancouver report were made on the basis of 
information contained in an article from The Province dated January 17, 1975, 
(copy attached). 

The Superintendent, Officer in Charge, Burnaby Detachment, R.C.M.P., has 
examined the Vancouver report and advises as follows: 

Royal Canadian llounted Police, 
Burnaby Detacbaent, · 
6355.Gilpin Street, 

.Burnaby, e.c., 
V5G 2J2, 

" 'l'be IIUnicipal llanager, 
Corporation of the District 
. 4949 Canada WaJ, . 
&urnaby, B. c., V5G 1112. 

January f¥I · l~·-' ············•:·· .. ·:· ·o .. ·@~HWief!Ji'_····· 
'-b-

of Burnaby, JAN 2 7 1975 

MUNICIPAi. MANAGER;S ... · 
OFFICE .. Dear sir:· 

., .·'.' .. ' ,· .· . 

Re:. Police Manpower • Criminal ~code Statistics.: 

Re:f4:trence the Vancouver Province. report · o:f- ,Janl.iar,- 17, 
1975, concerning, the operati<>n of t~e Vancouver Police Depart~. 
aent, andJour I"equestfor similar-information pertai11ing to 
Burnaby, , I have : asked fol' :a copy . of t_he Police "report\and hope . 
to"rece~ve it in:tiae'to submit with this memorandum,/ ... · ... 

•. • The s:tudy , compares .the worklo-ad of the Vancou.ver Police .. 
with other major city police forces in Canada and shows the · 
consequences of having insufficient manpower.·· sTbe 1ardstick use.d 
is the number of police per 1,000 crimes, which is considered 
reasonably accurate fo.r compai•iaon purpose• now offences are 
uniformly reported to Statistics Canada. There uy be soae 
alight variations between the number of crimes reported and 
those committ.ed, depending on variations in the percentage of 
total crimes actually reported by the populace city by city, 
and possi.bly in the accuracy of recording b7 some police depart­
ments. It is doubtful if these variances would be so widely 
different they would malc:e any appreciable impact on the total 
picture. 

The comparison statistics quoted for police per 1,000 
crimes in 1973 are: Montreal 46.6, Toronto 31.0, Ottawa 23.l, 
Calgary 21.9, Winnipeg 21.5, Hamilton 19.61 and Vancouver 17.6. 
In the same year Burnaby had only 15.1, and with the large 
increase in crimes reported in 1974, that ratio has been reduced 
to 12.6 police per 1,000 crimes. I am currently preparing my 
annual l'Gport on policing the Municipality in 1974, which will 
detail problem areas and show a need for n fairly substantial 
increase in manpower for nurunby .. 

•rhe "Province" repo1•t reveals the Vnncouver I>olioe, 
booauso of manpower ahortngea and increnaod crJ.me, wo1·e only ablo 
to follow up a smnll n.wnbor of l, 176 strongnrm:l.nga and purse­
snatohings in 1973. Similarly only half tbo small store hold­
ups, 80% 0£ the mo1.·e than 700 nsauul ts c,.lUtdng bodily harm, half 
tho numbor of burglRries, vory fow of tho 20,000 thefts nnd 3j% 
of property damage offonces we1.•o i'ollowod up. We do not hnvo 
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readily available statistics on how many cases received follow-up 
investigation in BUrnaby. Many do not because the need is often · 
obviatee&·bya thorough initial investi1ation, or the circua­
stances do not warrant it. Certainly in none of the more serious 
offences have we been unable to follow-up initial investiaations 
because of shortages of manpower. 

With respect to the reported stacking of calla for 
police assistance due to th~ lack of availablepolice.unita to 
attend, .thi.• does occur on occasions in eurnaby. It baa rarely 
pr•••i:ated a, :serious problea because • any of the ·calla • are · not 
of an urgent nature and do not require i • -ediate police attelidance • . · 
We are able to attend all calls for assistance, but at tiaea it · · 
is on a priority basis rather than in order of receipt. 

The report also indica.tes there are • any occaaioiaa . 
when a dia.trict has no available police units. This often occurs 
in our zones as only two or three cars are assigned to each· .of . 
the .ei1ht zones, but on those occasions when :a further c~ll for .·· 

· assistance is re.ceived from tha.t zone, it is answered by a car 
· · fr.o• a neighbouring zone or a unit from another Section. · 

.. . . In summary . then, although the · problems being experienced 
in Vancouvel". ha.ve·,not yet become acute 1D Burnaby~ one ofithe • 
serious,consequences has been a reduction in the amount of ti• e 
which can be ·utilized in . crime prevention; and where crime . · · 
prevention programs a~e neglected, they invariably result in 
further increases in crime.~ 

Yours truly, 

~ p ~~-
{W.~mbert) supt. 
Officer in Charge 
Bu1·naby Detachment " 

We feel at this time that there. is no neerl for a report that is as comprehensive 
in scope as Vancouver's, but will wait unt .1 we receive the R.C,M,P., Burnaby 
Detachment's Annual Report before commenting further on thiB matter. 

This is for the h1formation of Council. 

I.,./ 
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Friday, January -17 /75 ... 

Ilalf the tiille_ police 
could .:not ·retilrn 

. '~ . . 

.. 

A · police report supporting · · 
.· the request for :J22 morte po:· 

;· ]icemen revefls only half· of 
. all small store · bo!dµps re­

ct?ived 'any follow-up invesli• 
galion by detectives in 1973. • 

The ~page report oiJtlin~.s · -­
the consequences of having in 
Vancouver . only JM: police­
men for every 1,000 crimes 
committed -~ the lowest num-., 
~r of aziy major city in Cana~·. •. da . .. · -... .. · ' 

·_ This. compares with 52.7 po­
licemeJ1for each l,Of,O criml)S 
committed ·, in · l\Iontreal in 
· 1973; i 31 . policemen· In· Toronto 
a.nd 21.1 iri Winnipeg. 

Only "a Sll\311 number" of 
the 1,176 · strongarmings and 
purse--5natchin!Ji in 1973 were· 
foHowed up,• the report stat11s. 

Abolll 80_ per ·cent of the 
more Ulan 700 ;ii;s;.ults· caus­
ing bodily harm were not fol-

. lowed up .. and ;,extremely' 
few,.- common . assaults and 
threatening .. · -cases .· received 
any aUenti_on from detectives • 

-The figures for>J974 , are 
wwse; the. report· says. 
. In crimes. against property 
.in 1973, the repol't s<1ys: ... _ ··. _ 

•· Onl:,"half,lhe mrmber of 
burglaries that -should· have 

:· . . 
bad further · investigation re• 
ccived it; 

erty. dnmnge o[fcni:es were 
follower! up., 

Most of the addit.iorinl man• 
power wo11Icl p~ usl>d in in• 
creasing the size (If the pntrol 
division lo 673 froni 4 is:· 

• "Very few'' of the 20.oc,o 
the{ls, inchlriin~ car thefts, re• 

, cclvcd any follow-up; 
: ,. • Only 311.i per c,:nt of prop-. 

To incrcmie the perL'cnlage 
· or crime:; that are followed 
up,. the report recommends an 
l11ci'eaoo of :JG detectives. • Hdre, the report says,· "re• . 

. S•)Urces are totally inadequate 
to hirndle the numerous calls 
[or s1?rvicc rel'.eivt1ti by the dc-­
piirtmc:nt, (Eslim.1lerl 110,000 
in 1074), There nro 8imply not 
enough mun available to as­
sign lo Uiis h111iorln11l lune• 
tion." 

D111·ing n l:!-we11k pel'iud 1:i~t 
(nil, 11 ~lntlis, "there -wr.rc 1.i!l 
rcC1lrdcd or.rusions \l'hOl'C nl 
la:.ts~ nnr: 11islric\ (lhc dty iff 
dlridcd Into fum· di:Jlrlcli.) 
hml oo 1111it:; 11v11il11!iltL" 

Lack or /1\";.ll:,bie polie•! 
unlls to ,•r.:;1wn<l ll1 calls re• 

suit:; in radio dispakhers .. 
"stacking" or gotting a bnck• 
log of·calls lo lie handled, 

·Jn :he first nine months or 
!:.isl yc-nr th,.1 report imys: ~33 
calls were ":,tacl;c,l'',for nH1rc 
than two h,1ur.:i; l,0llll calls 
mire sl,11!k~d fo1• more th:,n 
011~. hour; 4,280 culls stnckcd 
for rnorc than 3tJ mlnutc~. ~n­
clm.lin:i one ''holtlup in prl)-o 
grc11,." 

Polic'.P. rtrnl cltv officials nr1? 
lo Oll'lll !IILAu ~hd Ml':; m•xt 
'wrclt lo 1lb~u.;11 co:;l :;lwrin~ 
to lirinr: ;i!H,ot lh(~ rnanpow('r 
ii1c11•11·r,:, 1•,-;0111:dril l\1 ro:i!. 
nboul Ill 111illio111 n ytar, · 
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