
Re: Fastbus Service on Canada Way 

ITEM 7 

MANAGER'S REPORT NO. 82 

COUNCIL MEETING Dec. 9/74 

Letter dated November 25, 1974 from Mr. Victor Parker 
Which appeared on the December 2, 1974. Council Agenda 

Mr. Victor J. Parker, Director of Transit, in a letter that Council 
received on December 2, 1974, outlined a proposal involving a fastbus 
service on Canada Way. Comments on this proposal are contained in 
the following report from the Director of Planning. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s.· 

THAT Council endorse the proposed FastBUS 820 service proposed 
by the Bureau of Transit Services; and 
THAT Council request the establishment of an additional east
bound and westbound FastBUS stop location on Canada Way a.t 
Burris Street; and 
THAT Council request the Bureau of Transit Services t_o construct 
"sheltersll at FastBUS stop locations particularly .at interchange 

· and transfer points where local. bus service intercepts the Fast.;.· 
BUS service; and . . 
.THAT Council request the Department of Highways to protect the .. 
arterial function of routes and intersections within their juri•
diction, 'such as _Canada Way east of Kinsington Ave~. to 10th Ave.•,:- ·•· ·• 
and Canada Way at the Willingdon Ave. intersecUon _on the south-' . · 
east ~nd Willingdon Ave. on the northeast~ by obtainllng .such widen-·. 
ing. as is necessary and constructing bus "pull-off" areas; and 
THAT a copy of this report be sent to Mr.' Victor J.•. Parker~ 

,, ' * * * * * * * '* * * * ··•' · ..... , .. 
MUNICIP~~ MAN.A.GER Planning Department 

December:S, 1974 
n1Ricro:a OF PLANNING. 0ur .. rue 01.211 ... · 

FASTBUS 820 ~ CANADAWAY. 

'-TM'.¢.011>~ratio~·'recemtly receiVed _correspondence dated November 25tb/74·from' 
th~):fureau of Transit Services advising of a FastBUS service to be implemented . 

_ l>etwetm New Westminster and Vancouver using Canada Way~ Willingdon, Halifax"" 
I>ougfas;_ Boundary arid Hastings street. . . . . . 

Tlie atta,ched drawing marked "A" illustrates the routing proposed with the stop 
locatf ons ·relative to other bus routes and stop locations in Burnaby. 

The Planning Department would offer the following comments concerning the pro
posed service and what the Department believEB are necessary elements to be 
provided with the service in order to become an overall benefit to the community, 

The drawing..9-ttached marked "B" illustrates the relative magnitude of 1972 
Average Weekday Traffic Volume on Burnaby streets, Although a map of 
1974 traffic volumes on all routes is not yet available, the figures for Canada Way'have 
been shown ·adjusted t.o 1974 levels, 

Early in 1973 Council received traffic accident statistics for Canada Way in oorreapon
dence from the 'l'raffio Safety Committee, !'hese data were prepared by the Engineering 
Department nnd were concerned with the 6 month time periods before and after tha 
reduction in speed limit on Canadn Way. The pertinent correspondence dnted Feb. 20th 
nnd Fob, 27th, 1973 from the Mtmicipnl Engineer to the Seoretnry, 'l'rnffic Snfety 
Committee is attllchcd hereto, It is nlnrming to noto the increase in total accidents 
along Cnnadn Way particularly the lnorenso ln mld block "sldo swlpo" accidents 
whloh could possibly bo attributable to the 1 nne chnnp;lng mnnoeuvors of drivers wishing to 
nvoicl cnrs trnvelltng nt tho speed limtt or buses stopped fn the curb trtlvel lane to pick 
up or clischnrge passengers, 
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As traffic volumes and vehicle densities increase along Canada Way and other arterial 
routes it will become increasingly difficult for drivers to readily change lanes. It • 
is hoped that an increase in quality and service in public transportation will provide 
the direct benefit to the community at large which will tend to encourage some 
drivers to "switch rather than fight". 

Increased.bus service nevertheless would present some degree of hindrance to · 
smootbtraffic flow and frustration to drivers particularly where the bus must stop 
for.passengers in the travel lanes. This practise encourages car drivers 
to. quickly, and often, unsafely change travel lanes . 

. The,Plamilllg Department believes.bus p_ull-off areas arerequired along a facility 
. such. as Canada Way which has liniited 'potential for over:-all widening and where bus 
service along· the route must stop in the travelled curb lanes. · · · 

·. - . -. . 

The Plaiming D(l)artment believes also thaf bu~ ''pull-off'' areas andpa'ssenger •. 
. shelters a:i:-e requi_redwhere·local ''fee<ier" _bus service• intercq:,ts·the:i1tnmk" _FastBUS .. 
·service routes~ . . . ' ' •' ' . . . .· ,, . . . . ·. ,_.· ., . 

Concerning th~ proposed 820 FastBlJS route ~pecificaUy~ '. we.believe a large increase .in 
set-vice"ib tlie:conuriwiity would be provided with anJ1dditional FastBUS ~tq,looation .·.· .. 
bi eacbdirec_tion on Canada Way at Burris •. This stop location would serve as a trans; 
ferp6,-Ut fpi h',utes #31:mid 32 which provide local service to .the are~ southwe.stof. ;_ 

.• Canad9..Way to King~way and provide a key bus . stop_ locatiOil foi·'eresi<ients in' the'?':. . . 
t#J~Y,d~yeloping ~rea northeast o,rcall8;da~ay_~: ... , . · · .. · __ :< · •;:::_-":-: >< .-.·.•· 

'Jn· conneptionwith bus ''pull-off',' ~reas, the l'lanrifog Department wouldsuggest:ti poUcy 
d~cisioil. iS' required of Council i~. (j rder to clearly. define . and attach NsporisibiUties'to ,, 

· the appropriate agencies for pr~perty acquisitio~, · constru~tion and mainte11mce ~f the\ 
.. i1pfill~off''1· facilities:on "trunk'' FastBUS routes as compared, with local routes. : For . 
. example,. in .the case of .Government Street where bus pull~offa:reas were consiructed Vlith .. 
new street improvements,· no additional property acqUisition was required to accom:- . 
modate the pull-off areas and costs were borne generally by the L.L P .• ,However, .. 
in the situation where such facilities are required to enhancetraffic. safety•and protect 
the arterial function of the street by maintaining high street capacity and/or serve as 
primary transfer points and shelter areas for FastBUS service, the Planning Dept. ! 

believes these to be non-municipal responsibilities and should therefore be provided 
as an integral part of the "trunk" service through the municipality. 

RECOMMENDA'fIONS: 

It is recoll'\mended 

1. THAT Council endorse the proposed FnstBUS 820 service proposed by the 
Burenu of 'rrnnsit Services, 

2, THA'l' Council request tho establishment of nn ndclltionnl eastbound and 
westbound FnstBUS stop location on Cnnnda Wuy nt Burris Stroet. 

3, THA'l' Council request tho Buronu of Trnnsit Sorvlcos to construct "shelters" 
n.t F'astDUS stop locations pn.rtlculnrly nt lntorchunp;o :me.I trnnsfor polnts 
whore locnl bus sorvlco lntorcopts tho Fnstl3US so1•vico, 
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THAT Council request the Department of Highways to protect thear~rial 
function of routes and intersections within their jurisdiction, SllCh ·as .. 
Canada Way east of Kensington Avenue to 10th Avenue andCanada:way 
at the Willingdon Avenue intersection on the southeast aildWillingdon ' 

. A venue on the_ northeast, by. obtaining such widening as is necessary 
and constructing bus "pull-off'' areas. 

,,_... .. ....,, .. _, ___ .,._.,.. ........ ,.,,,. ____ ,,.,. ,, ..... _ ... . ·• -~ ,, .. ,~~' .... ,..,. ' ... ···•~-...... ~ ............................. .,_~,,. ... ,_ ..... ,""''-·" , ... _ ... ,,..,_,.,,,.,~~ .... -................... _ .. __ .. _ .. _,_ ............. . 
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sccret;Lry 
TO, • Traffic Safety Committee 

FROM: Municipal Engineer 

SUBJECT:. 

C3n3d3 Way 

IIHER-OFflCE COMMUNICATICN 

DEi'AkTI.IENT: 

DEPARTMENT: 

CAT~: 20 Feb. /73. 

OUR FILE 1 

YOUR FILE 1 

(1~' early July of 1972, the Munic i.pal· C<>unc i1 on a recommendation ft'om the 
. :.Trag_{c<and Safety Commi_ttee .or_dered that existing 40 M.P.H. speed limits 
: oniCa.nada Way b.e r~ducted to .30 M •. P.H. ·between. Imperial and Westminster Avenue 

. '.antt<j5'::'M{P.H~ between.Westminster Avenue .·and Smith Avenu·e. At the Ume of 
,Jtlii's'::<:o,ininft:te~.•s .r,commendation it .was ~equested that we check the accident 
-\ra;t•'.i.n; 11ix: months to determine if ,the reduced· speed limit had lowered the number · 

</0:flcf it,~f e;:tf, : \ \ : · '•; : . . . . . . . .. . . . 
:•ln;:ch<ic:k:irig?Qf rec:ords of repoz:ted;intersec tion accident r_ates. WC find 

5
t.~_:_·.;_; __ ;:_;_.-.·.:_~i_:~_rf. .. f .. _:_!I~.:.~.•··.'..:_

1

_•_•·l·i~.:!.:_~.--:.·.i .. _:1_f i!lilii:i;!~ii;~:::~;~if t~ir~~]~;;::;~1:;f ;:;r r ";,.. 
~r • r • • ,::•':,', :•,:~:••> ., ... • > ,"'\" •) 

il''.fur'ttler breakdo~ri '• of;' the:'ac~'rd'~nt' .r~te is as 

,,":. i:?t~i'.&;:iri;lt~i'~~ .·· 
}:\smi~~ .. westmitister. 

, · <'/J:it~~:nstii-. 
.. ' K~nsirigton 

: xensington- . 
. Imp~rial 

25 

19:. 

36 

- . .... , ·,· ·-

-,i·.·,:., . . ··:· 

1.00 

<46'·. ,·. +841·:·•.• l.32 . . 
20· . +51. 1.31 L.20 

51 . +411. 1.11 1.16 
. 

46 59 +31'1. : Imp·erial~lOth _.....;~---=.:....-...:.::.:..:::...-----------=----'---;... 1.22 1.07 

128 181 +4ll 1.23 1.11 

-. 
+ 

•The above .is for information only and no recommendations ar'e contemplated 
at this time. 

11B:pm. 
. 

c.c. ( ) Municipal Manager 
() R.C.M,P. (S/Sgt Hockstctter) 

A:1.1.- (M 
/'~~EER 

'().( ' 
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··~o~: 'tt;ffic••S:ifcty Committee 
. ··:., .. -~:-•<· 

.:,.'c;:r·--·<.-

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

DEPARTMEN'r: DATE: 27 Fcb./73. 

! ;FROM: 'i:J~i~ipal Ensineer 
'· .. : ·; .... _':.·?:(:\\/ ,-.:·-~·~·.·:··t·.:'./ '\(\ .. ,: .. ', ::-~-'.. ·:>···.>·· .'· ,:· ·,· 

· Out;:·of ,Ce>ntrol 

TOTAL 
. . . ' . . ' . ' 

' "' ·,.. ,' . 

DEP~RTMENT: 

4 

8 

31 

10 

7 

43 

OUR FILE I 

· .. +67ir 

+150%. .. 

-121. 

+40% 

The ro.1:hcr hit:h incrc.:isc in mi<l-block sidt:-1.1wip<.l :.iccidt:nt:s coul<l po:rni.t,ly be . 
.. . . the re. :.sult of i~.C;.i~,4s~_w2,~y~brought about by. recent spc:cd reductions along 

Canada Way. • .. . . . . • · 
' . . 

Again this report i.s for information only and no recommendations are contemplated 
·.:at t.his time. · 

/ , 

lllh pm MUNICIPAL ENGINEER 

c.c. () Municipal Manager 
( ?/R.C.M,P. (S/Sgt Hockstc:t:t:er) 
(v.> Traffic Supervisor 
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