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Re: Historical Buildings in Burnaby

On May 28, 1973, Council during discussion of a proposal to relocate a building
to Heritage Village requested that consideration be given to the development of
a catalogue that would contain particulars on buildings in Burnaby that have
historical significance. Council expressed the opinion: that such a catalogue
could be useful as a guide when future acquisitions or demolition of such
buildings are considered.

In a report that Council received on June 25, 1973, the Executive Director of
‘ the Century Park Museum Association advised as follows:

"Following a meeting of the Executive of the Century Park Museum Associa-

‘tion held on June 18, 1973, I am directed to advise you that this Associa-
. .tion agrees to consider the preparation of a catalogue of bu1ld1ngs in: the
! fMun1c1pa11ty that are deemed to have hlstorlcal srgnlficance.

f',No spec1f1c plannlng has yet ‘been formulated but the Association proposes
. 'to consider ways and means by which a catalogue, including descriptions

‘ ‘and’ photographs of bulldlngs deemed to have historical SLgnlflcance, can
~-be compiled to assist in the consideration of preservatlons or’ acqulsrtions
Q;wthat may from tlme to tome be recommended e

';The Executlve Director now advrses that an ad hoc commlttee meeting ‘was held
on’ February 14, 1974 to consider the manner in which the preparatlon of a
catalogue of. hlstorlcally s1gn1f1cant bulldlngs should proceed “The. committee
“'heard: from Dr. E. Gibson of Simon Fraser University who is presently working
‘th three students on grant-suoported in-depth clas31f1cat10n and catalogurng
hlstorlc bu11d1ngs and ‘sites in the lower mainland. Dr. Gibson s eéffort-has
to date resulted. in the’ catalogulng of 188 buildings and. .sites, 20 ‘of which" are.
ocated in Burnaby. It is ant1c1pated ‘that this project w1ll ‘not be completed
‘,for at least another year. The Director in his minutes points out that
f-"Informatron from it will not be in usable’ form until the whole" (pro;ect) is
_completed but 1t may be possible, from what has- already been’ gathered to .
assist: the pr0posed ‘Municipal prOJect by supplylng addrcsses and locatlons of
"Burnaby bulldlngs of 1nterest” ' : : .

It_was generally agreed at the meetlng that the Commrttee requ1res ‘a clearer
finition from Council as to the- type of inventory that should be developed
1nc1ud1ng the detail and depth of information that is requlred, and the extent
tolwhlch Counc11 w111 commlt funds toward thlS endeavour. 2 SRR

“In the Oplnion of the Manager, the 1974 Prov151ona1 Budget does not- permrt an- o
‘,-;allocatron of funds for the preparation of a comprehensive inventory. It would
. “be difficult to recommend such an allocation even in the best of times in view
“.of the fact that Dr. Gibson's inventory, when completed; could concelvably pro-
“vide us with most, if not all of the historical information that is desired. N
It would be prudent for the Municipality to wait for Dr. Gibson to complete his
~ research project, rather than to allocate funds for what could very well repre-
sent a duplication of effort.

If Council feels that an interim inventory should be prepared, this could be
done at relatively small expense, e.g., an itemization consisting of a des~-,
cription, polaroid: photograph, location and a recommended disposition (reloca-
tion, demolition or preservation on site) for each building listed. The
Building Department cculd use this simplified type of inventory to make the
Museum Association aware of any applications or permits that would change the
status of a building that appears on the listing. The Association could sub-
sequently conduct a wmove detailed study on an individual basis, in much the
same manner that the Coach louse on Kingsway at Royal Oak Avenue was studied
individually and in some considerable detail in May, 1973,

Continued ...
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'e:5.H€stOriesl'Buildings in Burnaby Cont'd.

Tﬁe7galhoc'cbﬁmi;teé is scheduled to meet again on April 4, 1974.

-:RECOMMENDAT IONS e

“THAT the Century Park Museum Asboclation and the Chairman of the ad hoceff}'”

;THAT’Mu palnfu ds'are not available for the specific purpose of
;comprehen31ve1y cla351fying and cataloguing all hlstorical buildingsr

'-a’.copy f “thi repo:t be sent to the Century Park Museum i‘fm' 
clation, the Parks_and Recreatlon Comm1331on and the ad hoc‘gg o
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