
ITEM 12 

Re: Electrical Inspection Fees 

MANAGER'S REPORT NO. 15 

COUNCIL MEETING Feb. 25/74 

The Chief Building Inspector has reviewed the adequacy of fees that are charged 
to applicants for electrical permits. The Inspector as the result of this review 
recommends that Burnaby Electrical L;spection Bylaw No. 761, and Amendment Bylaw 
No. 3875, be further amended in Section· 17 of Bylaw No. 761 by deleting the current 
schedules for Electrical Permit Fees and substituting therefor the schedules set 
out in Regulations of the Province of British Columbia, passed by Order in Council 
No. 1999, June 12, 1973. 

The recommended action would bring our Electrical Permit Fees to the level 
charged by the Provincial Government for Electrical Permits for those areas 

... whe~e the Province has inspection jurisdiction. In the Lower Mainland and Fraser 
'Valley areas, the City of Vancouver, the three North Shore Municipalities and the 
Municipalities of Burnaby, Surrey and Maple Ridge all maintain thei.r local 

·: .'electrical inspection jurisdictions; elesewhere the Provincial Inspection Depart­
Illent has Jurisdiction. 

•: 

Additional i~ formation on this matter is contained in the following report from 
~he :Chief Bt1ilding Inspector: 

, ' s ,. ,, • • ' ' 

Fe.e Schedule 
. . . 

In 1957 Bu.rnaby .Electrical By-Law No. 761 was 
amended to adopt. the IIR.egulations Governing 
lle.ctrical Permits a'nd Inspection F.ees for the 
Pr~vii~e of British Columbia pas~ed by .Ord•r iri 
Council 653, dated March 21, 1953. 11 . . .. . . 

That same. schedule ~f fees is currently in effect. 

~rovinci~l Fe~s 

l recoimended t~ the Man•ser th•t ve shotild 
adopt the latest ,s.chedule of fe,e1·.set·.out in. 
"Regula tiona Goveraing Permi ta .and Fee.1 made by 
Order in Council 1999,. June 12, 1973.fl 

(3) Monetary Effeit 

The schedule of fees for electrical per~its ia some­
what complex •with a variety of ·items constituting 
the final fee. To judge the effect of adopting the 
1973 Provincial fees, two types of jobs have been 
taken and fees developed on the basis of the present 
By-Law schedule and of the 1973 Provincial schedule. 

For a normal residential house-wiring job of an 
average of 100 outlet,, the 1973 Provincial schedule 
would re •ult in a fee increase in the order of 251 
to 301 over the current By-Law fee. 

For a commercial or induatrial job, for example, 
400 amp. ••rvice and distribution to 4 - 6 rental •, 
the 1973 Provincial schedule vould be a fee increase 
of from 701 to 100t over the current By-Law fee, 

For the year 1973 the revenue from electrical permit 
fees for the Building Depsrtment amounted to 
$49,406.37, while an estimate of coats of our 
electrical in1pection ••rvice and office 1upport 
1t1£f thereof amounted to $94,487.00. 
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ITEM 12 

Re: Electrical Inspection Fees - Cont'd, MANAGER'S REPORT NO. 15 

COUNCIL MEETING Feb. 25/74 

(4) Iapleaentation Daee 

A period of 30 days would be recommended after pa • eage 
by Council of an amendment By-law before new fee • 
came into effect. 

With the recommendation to adopt the 1973 Provincial Schedule 
of Pees, we would suggest one minor change to that schedule. 
I~ the 1973 Provincial •~hedule a minimum permit fee ie called 
up•• $10.00. It i• our belief that for minor alterations, 
vhere the perait fee might be calculated as $4.S0, or $5.00, 
an arbitrary ainimum of $10. 00 vi 11 cause many person• to 
avoid taking out a re qui red permit. Accordingly, we fee 1. it 
vo\lld be vi1er to forego a high idnimum fee and. in• te.ad 

· recognize tne cal cu lated minimum fee of $6 .00 for l - -10 
outlet •, an~ let that figure •erve as the minimum permit fee 
~n ,Article 55 (1) of the Regulatio'ns. . . . . 
' . ' . 

·,. ·th' fee • for building peraiti and plumbing permit• were both 
- checked and increase.d last .Fall at .the time, of adoptiou of 
.Pfo,·lnci,al Building & Pluab:l.ng Regulations. Ho.weve.r, gas, 

'\per11lit•fees cha.rged in Burna.by are low and a separate rep.':)rt 
. \will be eubmi t ted recommending an increase for those fees~ " 

that the proposed fee increases become effective .on April 1, 19.74. 
·~ . 

'a breakdown ;f the affect that the proposed increa~es woul.d have on 
·· .. the <:,ui'rent · year: 

' - ',, ,'• .; : ' :·,, ' -

Threemoriths at current fees 
Nin~ ~onths at proposed fees 

= 
= 

·$·12,500 
58,500 

·· Total Estimated Rev~nue from fees in 1974 ==$ 69,000 

Approximately $50,000 would be received from the collection of fees in 1974 if no. 
changes were made to the existing fee s~ructure. 

As can be seen from the preceding analysis, total costs fo1: electrical inspection 
services and administrative staff would continue to be greater than total revenue 
received from fees even if fees are increased in the manner that has been proposed, 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

THAT the fees for electri.cal permits be increased as proposed; Le., by deleting 
the current schedules for electrical permits from Burnaby Electrical Inspection 
Bylaw No, 761 and amendment Bylaw 3875, and substituting therefor the schedules 
that are set out in regulations in the Province of British Columbia, passed by 
Order in Council No. 1999, June 12, 1973; and 

THAT the mi.nimum per.mH fee be ~;6. 00; nnd 

THA'r the proposed chunges become e f foe t1.vc on /\pd l l, l 97if. 

''' ·•--·-------·---
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