
ITEM 29 
MANAGER'S REPORT NO. 61 

COUNCIL MEETING Sept. 23/74 

Re: Letter dated September 10, 1974 from Mr. James A. Smith 
6922 Elwell Street, Burnaby 
Parking on Elwell Street 

Appearing on the Agenda for the September 30, 1974 meeting of Council is a letter 
from Mr. James A. Smith regarding apartment tenants' utilization of parking spaces 
on Elwell Street, and also, excessive speeds in the adjacent lane (Alderman 
Lawson requested that this correspondence be referred to Council for consideration). 
Following are reports on these matters from the Superintendent, Officer in Charge, 
Burnaby Detachment, R.C.M.P. and the Municipal Engineer: 

. A. R. C.M. P. 

"A copy of Mr. Jaaea A. Sllitb'a letter dated Septeaber 10, 
1974 concerning parking in front of private boaes in the 6900 block 
Blwell Street baa been forwarded to•• for report. I aa advised that 
Mr. Saith ha• aade coaplainta of tbi• nature in the past and bas made 
requests to council to have. the 6900 block Elwell posted "parking 
for residents of the 6900 block.only". 

The proble• with this type of coaplaint is that those 
responsible for enforceaent ganerallJ do not know at what tiae the 

··. '1f fending vehicle was parked, and there tore rely on the chalking of 
tires. FOllowing the expiration of the three-hour time liait peraitted 

.under the BUrnabJ Stre•t and Traffic• Bylaw 4299, the vehicle may be 
ticketed provided it was left between 8: 00 A. M. · and 3: 05 P. M. ..I aa 

·.·.advised.that Ill'. Saith baa recei.,ed i-ediate response to his co•-·· . 
plaint• in the past and on each occasion tires of the alleged offending 
·vehicle• were chalked. 

I > . . . · Because of our aany otber co-it• ents and priorities, this 
. . '' , . . . . . . ·. . .•. . ·. ·. 

street cannot be patrolled on a continuous basis; but we will continue 
to.respond to coaplaints to the beat of our ability. 

As far as the. lane speeding is concerned, .we could.not 
utilize driveways used by apartaent residents for obser.ving traffic; . 
however, we have used private driveways for this purpose and would··· 
be .prepared to do so aaiain with tbe consent of the owner if the 
circuutances warrant it •11 ----------------

B. MUNICIPAL ENGINEER 

"Reference the letter of complaint from James A.. Smith of 6'122 El.well Street rcr,nrdin~ 
on-street parking. 

The subjl~Ct of tenants from the two apartments on the not1th side of the 6900 block Elwell 
Street parking in front of Mr. Smith's house ltns becm tha sour.c<! of continued complaJ.nts 
from Mr. Smith sinca the npartmenta wc?re first built nnd o~cupicd. 

The apartment closest to the compln:lnant haE1 50 suit:es and 50 off:-ntr.cBt pnrking stalls. 
Although they charge $Ii. 00 rcr stnll over nncl nbove th<' ront:, nll but four of: thnsc stalls 
aro rented, The next npnrtmont to the cant has 65 1rnitBS nncl w!d.lc it :lncl11dos tho 
parking stall in the r.onl: it lurn n numbnr. of: vncnnt stnlln. Tllo r.tHtriono gtvcn for tlw 
preference to on-street parking hy Homo t:r.nnnts wcn1: 

l. '!'he hir,h 1.nd.dcnco of vn11dnl1flm :1.n 111,cler.gnnm<l pnrk lnp, gnn1g<)H, 

2. Tho '1:f.fl'.:Lculty of mnneuvnrl.ng l111'0 r1omn ntnllu. 

3, On-1Jtret~t pnrldng w1rn foll: to be.• rnnr,· 1'.unvnn:l.cmt, p11rt:lc11.larly :If nrrn wiw 
nnt:1 .. cipntJ.nr, r.oJ.nr. out ngn:l.n, 

Since our lnot report on thin 1rnb.1c.ict:, cnpy.Jl!:_tnclwcl.?., ~n ,July nl' l'.>7:!, tho ot:roct hn,.i 
undor.gonn n local :Lmprove111cmt tmcl nnw conu:lut.n of:ti Jh foot. cur.Ii tdrlPwnlk rit:nnclnrd, 
four homofl li.nt<HI r,rcvio11Hl.y nt:l.ll hnvc the nnmn 0111011111:n of off-11tr<iPI' pnrld.nr,, 

Cont:lmw,1 •. , 

Thr 
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~1--------ITEM 29 

MANAGER'S REPORT NO. 61 
COUNCIL MEETING Sept. 23/7t.• 

Letter dated September 10, 1974 from Mr. James A. Smith - Cont'd. 

While we realize that the majority of property ownc·rs would like to have that section of 
the. public street in front of their own property sc t aside for their own use, we are 
reminded again that it is a public highway and serves as a means of access to ones property, 
not as: an adjunct to it. In commenting on the three hour bylaw t 11at is in effect from 
9:00 a.m • .;. 6:00 p.m. we would advise that this was introduced years ago as a means of 
assuring free curb space for such things as wood and coal deliveries. It is questionable 

·· in .this, day and age whether it is an essential requirement as most complaints are made 
just· because. someone is parking there, not because the complainant needs the space. In a 
riumber: of daytime visits to the area, we have found the curb space in front of the four 
homes vacant ofvehicles or occupied by one or two vehicles •. 

- -~-·~--- ' - ,----·~---'"--~,-~- ... •··--·-··-·· 
, •• ,.·a •• ;..C' -"'--'-'-•-'---'--------

• ;Jn'.i:e~~r~ tf.speeding ·. in the_ lane at the rear of Elwell Street, we would advise that in 
:Pfe:v:~qtis r~dar checks no vehicles were found to_ be travelling in excess of 20 M.P.H. 

/i,Wl~il~<:'.".e >wquld not dispute that an occasional vehicle will exceed this speed, as .will . 
;/~fap~en'in'most lanes, it does indicate that the subject lane is functioning normally. 

. - . . 

taken. to provide special reserved on-.street parking for the complainant~ 

f\::\{~.-L>.-~ ,'.;·\:,•: · ... /:.;; _____ ))-·':. ·::: :.:··,-.:., :_·:·· '. . 
i .. ',>•TI!AT the R.C.M~P. continue to_rnal~e periodic r.adar checks in the area. 

(}{If~~fi:;¥t;::·~~ith be sent a of this re!)O_rt." 
;·: ~'.}tf\?~;._!)T;,t.:->: ~ 

;./,::.~:. . -·.,, ','-• •, .. , .. ' 

~~lt~~1ii~i~:~:t;r.kt~·. :t: ::\:t~::/:t·::;~~;~:c?)'::~.~~;~.~f b~-~~ti~:µw1
•·• 

,;:,:( Ji('.\~:Ctsi"fety Comnittee. · The matter of speeding and installatio11>of speed ht1mp5, :1~ t:~e 
1'\}?f:;lttiaite\wasialso considered by the Committee; in this regard, the .. 9nly action:taken 

\~j~,~i:!i¥'.~~f jj~;:~IT;;;~~'~t:~~:1,t.f ee.• •. ~~s .·t:~ :••-.r~commend • .. · :r;e ••. e;tens.ive .•s.urv~i•~ 1 an~.~- :by•.•• t~e· .. • .. R~ C •• M.~·P·:••·.··.. •.·· 

;·< ·•;;}f/f'?~t:'.:snould/al-Ao .be noted that the Municipality restricts V/;!hicular parking 

•';iii,li~it~t{~}it!t~!~!.:l~·=:~· :;!r/~:·~h!":!::\:·:.::::r.:~::!Z!i:).{~"::!~~c::t·· • V~rY' 
· : :>•/i:.'.<)i:\;!j,i~~eS:irable precedent whereby the Municipality would become obligated to proyide, . -.. 

:)/: : ,: . sim_il~r, restrictive parking zones throughout Burnab! · upon request of citizens. Should·•· 
,· this ,be allowed to occur, violations would become virtually impossible to enforce~ 

"\.:\~·:,.''.',:;, :·· 

•· • .. ·. llECOMMENDA TIONS :, 

THAT no action be taken to provide special· reserved on-stnet parkinp, for 
the;complainant; and 

THAT the R.C.M.P, continue to make periodic r.adar checks in the a·rea; and 

THAT Mr. Smith be sent n copy of t:his report, 

................. ~,-
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TO: Municipal Manager 

TH~ CO-PORATION OF THE DISTRICT OF BU1uCABY 
INTEll• OPPICE COMMUNICATION 

Dl!PAIITMl!NT: 

ITEM 29 

MANAGER'S REPORT NO. 
COUNCIL MEETING Sept. 

DATE: 6 July/72 

FROM:· 

SUIJECT: 

Municipal Engineer 
DEPARTMENT: 

Parking Problem, 6900 Block Elwell Street 

OUR flLE I 

YOUR l'ILE I 

Reference your memo of 4 July, 1972. 

·· ' The 6900 Block Elwell Street is situated between Griffiths and Salisbury 
.· Ay'etiutle, :> The development on the north side o:f the s.treet is comprised 
·. primari,ly · of angle family .homes and a· small pt'ivate hospital at the cor

ner of Griffiths. On. the south side of the s'.f:reet are two apartments 
•.(total.115 suites) and five single :family homes~ Two of these homes are 
occupied by the complainants and all are at the west end of the block. 

,·:·•·<-· . .:<;: .. :;'. · .'\,. · · - .;z~ -_ .. 
Mr~ ]Condra of 6932 Elwell Street complained ,_mainly when we visited him 
about the l)&rking of cars in front of his w,fitc. · The walk consists of an 

. extension of alignment of his concrete walk :~~cross the grass boulevard . 
t_o a 3

1 
lerigth of culvert pipe and 'is quitettiard to distinguish. He· wants 

signs _erected forbidding parking five feet,{tlther side of this culvert 
.ot: .n«> parking at all in front of the five .. 'J\c>mes. He claims the other 
peoplt! would be in favour of such action,J)/f: 

, parking available: {Jrfai;,{'.; 

. 6940 Elwell .: g .. rage· in basement<;:rit access to ~I.well. 
69.32 11 

-, no off-street parlt:lng·;'provided -.-~lfflS one vehicle. 
6922 " - area off lane for. two. vehicles, .. :·:-';: 

r'·'r ,.I, :-:·,_. . • .,: • :: ~~ 

.:/ .'6914 11 
- garage and carport .;~,f.~/,Jane. . :-.·; 

:-< ·1:_?'._;\~r::~:~;~: . :.:~ 
The Municipality is at present initiating ';'a}t:-'. I. P. that -liill provide a 
36

1 
curbed pavement. If this is approved arid built, the/subject complaint 

should resolve itself. ' ... 

In the meantime, we would reco1mnend again's't.·any posted parking restric•tioia. 
,'.!/; 

HB:op :if 
/l!i· 

c,c, (';) Planning Director 
(;)_Traffic Supervisor 

'1' 

·a..os. 4 

}fUNICIPAL ENGINEER 

•: I 
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