
Re: Fertilizer for Topsoil 
(Item 16, Report No. 53 1 August 61 1974) 

ITEM 15 

MANAGER'S REPORT 10. 55 

COUNCIL MEETING Aug. 19/74 

On August 6, 1974, Council received a report regarding the quality of topsoil 
that the Municipality provides for restoration of boulevards following com
pletion of a local tmprovement program. Council during consideration on this 
matter inquired about the feasibility of including fertilizer with the topsoil. 
The Municipal Engineer's reply to this inquiry is contained in the following 
report. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

THAT Council reaffirm the policy whereby respective property owners are 
expected to provide and apply seed, fertilizer and water to topsoiled 
boulevards following completion of a local improvement program in their 
area. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

TO: . MUNICIPAL MANAGER AUGUST 14, 1974 

MUNICIPAL ENGINEER 

. FERTILIZING •. TOPSOIL 

,·,c>n.;Auguat '.6, 1974, Coundl received ·a report regarding topsoil supplied and diatrib~ted 
under.Contract #15, 1973. Council requeiJted .. a further report.outlining coete involved: 
~f '.tbe top.soiled boulevards were. to be fertilized~ ·. .· · . . . · .· · ,.· . 

the boulevards covered. ::y tot,.,oil under Contract. 115. 1973 

Materials (fertilizer) 
Labour and Equipment 

- ' ., ' 

. $1 000.00 .. . . ... 
$1~000.00 

i ,;; \While the, dollar value of this wo~k may not be aignificantly' l~rge in tem' of t:he ,overall 
.. :',\:·;local improvemer..t costs we would take this opl"!)rtunity to point. ou,t 110• of the practf~ . · · 

:,:/calittei relate,d to such work.' In accordance with 'the Corporation poUcy moat property . 
;\Mera. haw financed their own fertilizing and seeding ancl have· aatisfactory lMa. !/ .. 
\>In iorder to iaplement a fertilizing program at this 1tage, ve voul.d have to· be aelectbe 
:in our choice of boulevards which would, of course, result in an inconsiiltency of treat:.. 
· ment to taxpayers (this statement' applies to local improvements that have. already beenL 
... ··.· . . . · . . . . completed) • 

.. Th'e acu of fertilizing, seeding and watering should be conaidere,d synonY110ua in terms 
of time of operation. In other words, to fertilize a see4ed !1oulevard .at this stage 
vithou·t 1-diate watedng would in effect be detrimentai rather than beneficial to a 
lawn due to the burning effect of the Nitrogen ln the fertilizer as we would haft no 
contro.l over the boulevard watering, 

In terms of future local improvement works it would be physically possible to fertilize 
the topsoil supplied, however, this too has its impracticalities. Fertilizer could be ' 
.added either at the screeninr, ataRe or after the soil is sr,read, however, the time lapse 
'between topsoil distribution and actual graos seedinF is oft~n significant. 

If the topsoil was, say, epread in November/December then the boulevnrd should not be 
seeded until Apri.1./May by which timo rain would have leached or wnshed ou·t the 
beneficial effect of the fertili1.er. 

PropeTty owners receiving current local imprtlvcment works nre being ndvised by form 
letter of the need to seed, fartilize nnd water thci.r bouluvards after completion of 
tho topsoil operation, 

!!,(:OMMF.NDATION: 

THAT Council rc::l.tcratci tlw poHcy whereby the npplicnt:f.on of: need, fertilizer nncl 
watering iB left up to the rcapoctivc property owner.. 

WCS:wlh 
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