ITEM 18
MANAGER’S REPORT NO.
COUNCIL MEETING Nov.

Letter dated November 8, 1974 from The Honourable David D. Stuplch
a. Garden Plots, and

b. Proposed Cooler/Warehouse in the Big Bend Area

(Item 9, Report No. 39, May 21, 1974)

Appearing on the Agenda: for the November 18, 1974 meeting of Counc il is
‘a letter from The Honourable David D. Stupich, Minister of Agriculture, -
- regarding his interest in leasing Municipal land for garden plots and
v development of a cooler/warehouae in the Big Bend Area. Following is a--
report from the Director of Planning on this matter. i '

- RECOMMENDATION' '

i k'I’HAT the Director of Planning s recommendations be adOpted. .

adjacent Municlp al lands which would be used to expand vegetable production and i

e ,locate a cooler/warehouse for the vegetable growers in the Big Bend area.

H"E Council will recall that a previous report item dated May 15 1974 was submitted " o

o . (see attached) which recommended approval in principle of the garden plot program S

~ for the 14. 2 acre site outlined in figure 1 of the attached report. This récommendation B
‘was in fact approved by Council at their meeting of May 21, 1974 subject to final . -

Municipal approval on the understanding that the Municipality would not be partloipating -

" in the cost of site preparation and development. - The Department of Agriculture was -
further advised that Council would appreciate preference being given to Burnaby.
residents in the allocation of these plots should it be decided that the subject '
property is to be inctuded within the garden plot program, ;

The Planning Department is still of the opinion that the garden plot rental scheme lsa
' desirable land use concept that would utilize the undeveloped subject property, which
possesses favourable agricultural characteristics, in a manner consistent with

the Big Bend Development Plan and the existing zoning (1. e. Al Agricultural),
Accordingly, it is recommended that tho Minister of Agriculture be advised t]m,t the
Municipality is prepared to lease the 14,2 acre site for inclusion within the Pro-
vineial garden plot allotment program on the basis of the following:

1. That the Munieipality will not he participating in the costs of site preparation,
development, maintenance or administration,
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That preference will be given to Burnaby residents in the allocation
of the garden plot rentals.

That following an initial trial period of one year, the Municipality will
consider a proposal to expand the program to adjacent Municipal lands
considered suitable for agricultural production.

With regard to the question of lease duration and rates, it will be necessary to have

" ‘further discussions with the Department of Agriculture to assess the most satisfactory

. arrangement from the Municipal viewpoint. It is therefore further recommended
_that the Land Agent be authorized to open lease negotiations with the B. C. Land

- Commission with a further report to be forwarded to Councll w1th recommendatlons
‘concerning the proposed lease duration and rates

- The Department of Agriculture has recently surveyed the s1te a.nd feel it is smtable

' ,for mclusmn w1th1n the program. However, some initial work: will be requlred
to prepare the land for agncultural usage (e. g. land clearmg, dramage, ete. ).
‘ Due to the' exceptionally fine weather presently being enJoyed the Department of e
: _fgrieulture has; requested permissmn to gain- 1mmediate access to the "31te to: com- i o
mence', their works now. rather than awa1ting the sprmg ThlS department is sympathetlc;-' v
‘tothis request as it would prov1de for earller 1mplementat1on of the. program It '
is therefore recommended that permlssmn be granted for 1mmediate access. to S
.commence the slte preparatlon -work subJect to the Provmce prov1dmg wrxtten
iagreement to the condltions of‘the’ proposed lease agreement “This recommendatlon

s‘vinade On the assumptxon that the negotiatlons concermng the lease arrangement
wil not prove dlffxcult It is proposed that the necessary. survey and legal docu- ek

ation could be prepared concurrent with the s1te preparatmn work

- -‘Wlthrespect to the request for the lease of Mummpal lands for the loc atxon of a cooler/ :

W vwarehouse facility for the vegetable growers in the Marine Drive area, thls depart—
. ment has had several discussions with the Lower Mainland" Farmers' Assoclation ‘

_ concermng the possible lease or purchase of the 4.5 acre parcel at 7450 Meadow

. Avenue (see attached figure 2). The Municipality is in the final stages of acquiring

this parcel by exchange with Vanant Developments Ltd. as part of the implementation of
the Big Bend Development Plan. It is our opinion that this property is well suited for

~the proposed use in that it is currently industrially filled and unsuitable for agricultural

purposes. In addition, the parcel is currently zoned Al (Agricultural District) ‘

- which permits the intended use and would provide a central locale for a much needed

. facility that will be of benefit to the farming community in the area.’ Unresolved at

" this point, however, is the suitability of the site in terms of its sewage capabilities.

This aspect should be examined in detail by the Environmental Health Department

‘once details concerning the operation of the codler/warehouse facility are available.

The Department of Agriculture and the B, C. Land Commission have indicated -

" their willingness to support the development of this focility and have confirmed its
potential value to the growers in the area., Considering the above and the fact that
the facility will likely help strengthen the existing agricultural development in the
aren, itis recommended that the Minister of Agriculturo he advised that the
Municipal Council agrees in principle with the lonse of the proporty at 7450 Meadow
Avenue for the development of o cooley/warchouse facility for the Lower Mainiand
Tarmers' Association nnd thatnogotiations for {ts lease can commence (ollowing
formal acquisition of the parcel by the Municlpality. The Land Agent has ndvised
that the Municipal acauisition of this proporty should hopelully he comploted hy the
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end of the year.

-

In summary, the granting of a lease for this property should be conditional to the
following: : ' ‘

1. The finalization of the Municipal acquisition of the subject property.

e -2, _ The app,row‘/al.of the site for the use intended by thé Envirot;mental ‘Héaith -

: -Department in'terms of any possible effluent discharges emanating from the.
- facility, - o : . 3 e

The negotiation of an acceptable lease in terms of its duration- andvalue - , CEBes
" The -‘sv\’:b‘mit‘,t_all and approval of a"'sdityablé'pié‘x‘iiof‘ developmentfor the coole:
o warehouse facility. - T TR

tiveto the above, it i‘sgfurther"rjé'cbmmenkded_;thatﬁthéLand Agentbegrante L

 necessary authorization at this ime to commence negotiatims for the lease of
© property at 7450 Meadow Avenue once the Municipal acquisition of the parcel.

lized.. A further report would be forwarded to Council for its final

once the conditions of lease as outlined had been satisfied.

THAT

10 lease the 14.2 acre site shown on the a
el e i n on th

- that the Municipality will not be participating ir the costs o
. preparation, development, -maintenance or administration

that preference will be given to Burnaby residents in the allocation'of .

the garden plot rentals

" will consider aproposal to expand the program to adjacent Municipal
“ooelands conSidgred'suitable for agricultural pro"duotion R

—"f-.vfh‘ét‘foll_bwing an initial trial period of one year'.'jthe,Muhicipalify'“f:':,."ft.i»' g

that prior to the‘actual granting of t'he‘ lease a furfhér report will be -
submitted to Council for its final approval of the recommended lease -
duration and rate. oo '

THAT the Lancl Agent be authorized to negotiate a suitable l.eﬁse arrangement
with the B. C. Land Commission for the use of the subject lands for the garden
plot program,

THAT permission be granted for the Department of Agriculture to gain immediate
access to the subject lands as shown on the attached figure 1 to commence the
hecessary site preparation work once written agreemont to the conditions of the
proposed lense as outlined above has been received from the Department of
Agriculture,

THAT the Engineering and Legal Departments he directed to commence the neces-
sary survey nnd legal documentation work prerequisite to tho granting of the
lease.
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 THAT the Minister of Agriculture be advised that the Municipal Council *

~agrees in principle with the lease of the property at 7450 Meadow ‘Ave.

-for the development of a cooler/warehouse facility for the Lower Mainla.nd

Farmers' Assoc1ation sub]ect to the following

a) . The fmalizahon of the Mumclpal acquisitlon of the subJect property
the approval of the s1te for the use 1ntended by the Envlronmenta] :
R 'Health Decartment in terms of any possible problems that may occur ‘, :

E ?~..from waste water emanating from the coder/warehouse facility

:‘:fthe negouauon of an acceptable lease arrangement m terms of 1ts
i duratlon and value. o : o : .

the submittal and : p‘roval of a ;_uitable plan of. devel

‘Agent be, granted ’the necessary thorization at this. tim :
r'tyijat 7540 Meadow Avenue

| 5?. ﬂnah,.z,ed

er report be f orwarded to Counc ‘
tions of‘lease listed’ under #5 above had been sati

DIRECTOR OF PLA:

.'f_'v,_;_LandAgent S
3 “Munlcipal Engineer '
-"“Municipal Solicitor

' Chief Public Health InSPect°r

Municipal Treasurer o
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Mrs.  S. Fisher on April 10, 1974 wro.e to Council to suggest that the Municipil-

ity rent some of its land to citizens for the purpose of growing gardens. Foli- .. .. -

lowing is a report from the Director of Planning on this matter.

'The report propdses that 14.2 acres in the Big Bend Area be designated as'a

- site for inclusion within the Provincially-sponsored garden plot prograum. This]

site was selected because it is contiguous, properly zoned and of sufficient
size to accommodate any type of pilot program that may be initiated in Burnaby.

"Of. equal importance is the fact that the .soil is more agriculturally suited for S
“;kgarden1ng than is the soil .in other areas of Burnaby on Munlclpal land.

'1From a practical point ‘of view, it would be’ advisable to xmplement the: program

’ ”ﬁﬂg}gradually in the Big- Bend Area under the auspites of the.Provincial Departmenq'

f‘ﬂof Agriculture.k If successful results were achieved,. and 1f-the Department

,,expressed a desire to expand the program into other ‘areas of Burnaby, alternate
sitesncould then be. des1gnated accordlngly.“,

’RECOMMENDATIONS o

;THAT Counc11:approve in prlnciple the garden plot program for the 31te as.

Our F1le #15 101 7'

_ MUNICIPAL MANAGER =
| DIRECTOR OF PLANNING

GARDEN PLOTS

e In response to a 1etter recelved from Mrs. Stan Fisher, Council at lts meetlng of
" ‘April 22,1974 directed thePlanning Department to consider the concept of the
e Muulclpallty renting some of-its lands for garden-plot: purposes. During its. re~
“view of this- concept, staff contacted the Provincial Department of Agriculture to ‘
: “galn an lnslght of their experiences as they already have lnltiated such a program

. -In'certain urban areas of the province, The maln points ariging from that dis-
‘cusslon were as follows: : :

1, - The Department of Agriculture have only embarked on a pllot project basis
© but to dato they are quite enthused about the possibilities of the program.

It was thelr opinion that due to the time required for soll preparation, fencing
and other site improvemeonts, the commencement of such a program in Burnpby
might best be implemented in the early spring of 1975 as it was questionahle as
to whether any production return could ho expected in the remalinder of this
growing season,

When it was montioned that the Corporation has agriculturally zoned lands

in the Big Bond aron of the Munielpality that might he available for rontal
purposes, the spokesman for the Department of Agvicullure indieated that

they would ho intorosted in oxamining the site In question for possible inclusion
within tholy garden plot rontal program, In such n altuat lon, the Minlster

of Agriculture could possibly oxtond the support progeam currvontly in effoct

AGER'S nsrom NO. 76
OUNCIL MEETING - Nov. 18/74
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to dfset the costs of site preparation.
The plot size most commonly made avallable is approx1mately 25 ft. x 50 ft. ’
with a minimum of about 5 acres being required to institute.the program. :

It was suggested that the possibility of developing garden plots in Burnaby on:
- Municipal holdings was an attractive proposition and that if the Municipal .- -+
Council wished to pursue the matter further, a letter should be: forwarded to- Q-
,the Minister of Agrlculture for his consideration. B T LT SR PR S R I

~The Plannmg Department considers the garden plot rental scheme to be a desuable 8 o
" land use concept that could make fuller use of: certam Municipal holdmgs possessmg S
.“;favourable agricultural characterlstics but currently undeveloped for this purposes =
e _\In revxewmg the possxble Municipal s1tes avallable the area conmdered best: sulted
et ’.for this purpose are those Mun1c1pal lands in the Big Bend area east of Byrne o ; C
~Road-and north of Meadow Avenue (seé figure 1, ). This site ,: approxlmately 14 2““ o
res‘in extent -is situated within the’ agncultural land. reserve ‘and does possess )
AT Agnculture) desxgnatxon.‘ Anotner area also consxdered sultable in, thls respect for
a larger scale operation, are those Provincial holdlngs south of the B Ci Hydro
Rxght-of vWay, also within: the land’ reserve and desxgnated as‘a long range 1ndustr1al
, hése lands ‘could be. developed on a plot rental basus un’ul such a tlme as '
: reqmred for mdustnal davelopment ‘ : : -
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v1ew of the apparent beneﬁts of thlS program together thh the preparatlon costs

and: the partlcular development msxght requlred to effect: such a concept, ,1t is recom
ne d‘ed that Councxl approve in prmcxple the garden plot program for the site ‘outlined
-in flgure 1 and direct that'a letter be written to the Minister of - Agrxculture mdlcatmg g .' g
"the w1llmgness of. the Corporatlon to. make these Munlclpalfholdxngs-‘ AV, 1l ble fox
i n w1th1n the Provmcxally sponsored garden plot. rental ‘program' subJect to"',fmal

~Munici pal Councn approval It is felt that the Provmcxal Department of Agrlculture

tild have the necessary expertxse requlred m thls mstance to mak ‘ such : program

RECOMMENDATIONS

Ttis reoommended - R
‘“”;“THAT the Munlmpal Counc1l approve in prmcxple the garden plot program for the
Ty slte outllned in the attached flgure 1. S :

, f-THAT the Municipal Council direot that a letter be written to the Mnuster of Agri— s
- culture indicating the willingness of the Corporation to ‘make tho subjoct ‘
-Municipal holdings available for inclusion within the Provmcially sponsored garden
’plot rental program subject to tlnal Council '1pproval

H

'THAT a copy of this report he forwarded to Mrs. Stan TFisher,

/,//2//(//**

A, L, Parr,
: DlRL('l‘OR oF PLANNING'
JSB:ew '
att, /
c.c. Land Agent
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