
Re: Noise Created by M o t o r c y c l e s on Burnaby Mounta in 
( O r i g i n a l Communications, Item (1), November 26, 1973. L e t t e r dated 
November 13, 1973 f rom Mr. R .H. B lackwood, C l e r k A d m i n i s t r a t o r , C i t y 
of P o r t Moody) 
( I tem 2 5 , Report No. 88, November 2 6 , 1973) 
( I tem 26, Report No. 90, December 3 , 1973) 

C o u n c i l , a t i t s meet ing of November 26, 1973, r e c e i v e d the above -noted l e t t e r 
f rom Mr. Blackwood r e q u e s t i n g c o o p e r a t i o n to ban motor v e h i c l e t r a f f i c f rom 
C e n t e n n i a l T r a i l and o t h e r areas of Burnaby Mounta in (a copy of Mr . B l a c k w o o d ' s 
l e t t e r i s a t t a c h e d f o r i n f o r m a t i o n of C o u n c i l members not i n o f f i c e a t t h a t 
t i m e ) . 

C o u n c i l , a t i t s meetings of November 26 and December 3 , 1973, r e c e i v e d the 
above -noted r e p o r t s as i n f o r m a t i o n i tems u n t i l such time as s t a f f r e s e a r c h and 
i n - p u t were adequate to prov ide C o u n c i l w i t h a comprehensive r e p o r t . 

F o r i n f o r m a t i o n of C o u n c i l , the matter of m o t o r - v e h i c l e n o i s e on Burnaby 
Mounta in i s not new. Our f i l e s d e a l i n g w i t h the s u b j e c t commence on June 4 , 
1971 when a number of r e s i d e n t s i n the G l e n a y r e S u b d i v i s i o n , C i t y of P o r t Moody, 
p r o t e s t e d to the M u n i c i p a l i t y of Burnaby a g a i n s t n o i s e c r e a t e d by m o t o r c y c l i s t s 
u s i n g - t h e g r a v e l - p i t a r e a and the B .C . Hydro r i g h t - o f - w a y on the e a s t s i d e o f 
Burnaby M o u n t a i n . A t t a c h e d are c o p i e s of I tem 2 , Repor t N o . 4 3 , June 28, 1971 
and Item 3 9 , Report No. 4 5 , J u l y 12, 1971 r e c e i v e d by C o u n c i l i n response to 
the p r o t e s t . 

On February 13 , 1973, M r . R.H. B lackwood, C l e r k A d m i n i s t r a t o r , C i t y of P o r t 
Moody, wrote to the M u n i c i p a l Manager r e q u e s t i n g t h a t we a d v i s e h im of c o r r e c t ­
i v e measures that the M u n i c i p a l i t y of Burnaby may take to e l i m i n a t e a nu isance 
c r e a t e d by the o p e r a t i o n of motorcyc les on the e a s t s i d e of Burnaby M o u n t a i n . 
On February 20 , 1973, the Manager a d v i s e d Mr . B lackwood as f o l l o w s : 

"The o p e r a t i o n of motorcyc les , on the mounta ins ide c l e a r l y . p r e s e n t s the 
p o s s i b i l i t y of u n d e s i r a b l e noise and d i s t u r b a n c e s which can be annoying to 
r e s i d e n t s i n the a r e a . To ensure t h a t e f f e c t i v e enforcement of t h i s problem 
i s m a i n t a i n e d , I am by copy of t h i s l e t t e r r e q u e s t i n g the Burnaby Detachment 
of the R . C . M . P . to i n t e n s i f y t h e i r p a t r o l s i n the a r e a . I am a l s o by copy 
of t h i s l e t t e r r e q u e s t i n g the Parks and R e c r e a t i o n A d m i n i s t r a t o r to i n i t i a t e • 
an i n s p e c t i o n of the t r a i l s on Burnaby Mounta in park l a n d , and to i n s t a l l 
whatever s i g n s may be r e q u i r e d to ensure t h a t a p p r o p r i a t e r e s t r i c t i o n s a re 
p o s t e d . 

Because some t r a i l s and a l l r i g h t - o f - w a y s i n the a r e a i n q u e s t i o n are 
l o c a t e d on p r o p e r t y t h a t belongs to Simon F r a s e r U n i v e r s i t y , i n c l u d i n g a 
g r a v e l p i t which i n the past has been used by m o t o r c y c l i s t s , I suggest t h a t 
the problem c o n c e r n i n g d i s t u r b a n c e s be a l s o r e f e r r e d to M r . George S u a r t , 
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t i n charge of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n f o r the U n i v e r s i t y . Perhaps he 
can be of some a s s i s t a n c e to you i n t h i s r e g a r d . " 

On March 14, 1974, the O f f i c e r i n Charge, R . C . M . P . , Burnaby Detachment wrote to 
the Manager (see copy of l e t t e r a t t a c h e d ) w i t h r e s p e c t to m o t o r - c y c l e s on 
Burnaby M o u n t a i n . A copy of the S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ' s l e t t e r was p rov ided by the 
Manager to Mr . Blackwood on March 19, 1973. 

The P a r k s and R e c r e a t i o n A d m i n i s t r a t o r r e p o r t s as f o l l o w s : 

" C o m p l a i n t s have been r e c e i v e d from r e s i d e n t s of the E a s t Broadway a r e a as 
w e l l as f rom people l i v i n g on the C o q u i t l a m and P o r t Moody s i d e of Nor th 
Road of n o i s e from motorcyc les and "dune b u g g i e s " coming f rom the Eas t s i d e 
of Burnaby Mounta in . In a d d i t i o n to the n o i s e f a c t o r , i t i s u n p l e a s a n t and 
p o s s i b l y dangerous f o r those w a l k i n g on the t r a i l s i n t h i s a rea to f i n d 
they are s h a r i n g them w i t h motor v e h i c l e s . 

The Parks and R e c r e a t i o n Department has c o n s i s t e n t l y made a p r a c t i c e of 
p u t t i n g s i g n s p r o h i b i t i n g motor v e h i c l e s on park p r o p e r t y . Th is i s e n f o r c e ­
ab le under the govern ing Bylaw No. 1802. However, very l i t t l e of the a r e a 
i n v o l v e d i n tho c u r r e n t compla in ts belongs to Burnaby P a r k s . Stoney and 
Lyndhurst Parks are south of llroadway. In a d d i t i o n , we now own two l o t s on 



I ITEM 19 

MANAGER'S REPORT NO. 45 

COUNCIL MEETING June 17/74 

Re : N o i s e C r e a t e d by M o t o r c y c l e s on Burnaby Mounta in C o n t ' d . 

the nor th s i d e of E a s t Broadway. These have been s i g n e d . The p r o p e r t y 
i n v o l v e d be longs to Simon F r a s e r U n i v e r s i t y . 

P r i o r to the opening of S . F . U . , the Parks Department d i d a l l o w m o t o r c y c l e s 
the use of an abandoned g r a v e l quar ry j u s t no r th and west of E a s t Broadway 
and Nor th Road. The quar ry i s now on U n i v e r s i t y l a n d s and i t i s not known 
what the U n i v e r s i t y ' s p o l i c y i s i n t h i s r e s p e c t . 

We have found t h a t we can c o n t r o l to a reasonable degree the use o f parks 
t r a i l s by motor v e h i c l e s by s i g n i n g , b a r r i c a d i n g (no t e f f e c t i v e a g a i n s t 
m o t o r c y c l e s ) , and by i n t e n s i f y i n g p a t r o l l i n g of t r o u b l e s p o t s . The a n t i -
n o i s e Bylaw i s an a d d i t i o n a l means which can be used on M u n i c i p a l p r o p e r t y . " 

F o l l o w i n g i s the r e p o r t of the C h i e f H e a l t h Inspecto r s u b m i t t e d on b e h a l f of 
the T e c h n i c a l Committee - No i se o r Sound Abatement. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

THAT the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n of Simon F r a s e r U n i v e r s i t y be a d v i s e d of t h e i r 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n t e r m i n a t i n g p r e s e n t v i o l a t i o n s of the Burnaby N o i s e o r 
Sound Abatement Bylaw #6052, 1972, be ing committed on Simon F r a s e r U n i v e r s ­
i t y p r o p e r t y ; and 

THAT the U n i v e r s i t y be asked to a d v i s e by J u l y 15, 1974 what a c t i o n they 
i n t e n d to take i n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n ; and 

THAT the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n of Simon F r a s e r U n i v e r s i t y , the C i t y of P o r t 
Moody, and M r . Norman P a t t e r s o n r e p r e s e n t i n g v a r i o u s C i t y of P o r t Moody 
c o m p l a i n a n t s , be p r o v i d e d w i t h c o p i e s of t h i s r e p o r t . 

• * ••* it * it it it it it it •••• 

M.J. Shelley 
Municipal Manager 
Corporation of Burnaby 

Dear S i r : 

June 13, 1974 

Re: NOISE CREATED BY MOTORCYCLES USING THE GRAVEL PIT AREA AND 
B.C. HYDRO RIGHT-OF-WAY ON THE EAST SIDE OF BURNABY MOUNTAIN 

Further to Council's request for information as to the level of noise 
emission created by motorcyclists using the above-noted property for t r a i l r id l 
ac t i v i t i es , we would advise as follows. 

Noise emanating from the concerned area has been an i r r i tant to and a 
source of complaint from cit izens of the City of Port Moody, who reside In that 
portion of Port Moody, which is adjacent to the East side of Burnaby Mountain. 
Noise emission, the complainants state, Is particularly high on weekends. 

The Health Department conducted a noise survey, weather permitting, on 
weekends between February 17 and April 28, 1974. Tho following information was 
obtalned: 
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GRAVEL PIT AREA AND B.C. HYDRO RIGHT-OF-WAY ON THE EAST SIDE 
OF BURNABY MOUNTAIN (See attached map) 

Total time of monitoring - 12 hours. 

STATION #1 - North Road, Rear of 985 Garrow Drive 

Ambient or background noise level range 39-43 dBA 

Minimum/maximum dBA level due to motorcycle 

noise in pertinent area 58-72 dBA 

STATION #2 - North Road, Opposite Entrange to G.V.R.D. Water Station 

Ambient or background noise level range 42-46 dBA 

Minimum/maximum dBA level due to motorcycle 

noise in pertinent area 52-83 dBA 

STATION #3 - B.C. Hydro Right-of-Way, Burnaby Mountain Gravel P i t 

Ambient or background noise level range 38-40 dBA 

Minimum/maximum dBA level due to motorcycle 
noise in pertinent area 65-98 dBA 

In perusing the above-noted results, i t should be noted that readings taken In 
accordance with the Burnaby Noise or Sound Abatement By-law #6052, 1972, from 
Stations #1 and #2 are most important as they denote noise levels emanating from 
the gravel p i t area to which residents of the 900 block Garrow Drive, Port Moody, 
are subjected. 
TYPE OF VEHICLES OBSERVED 
The majority of vehicles observed were in the t r a i l bike category. The bikes are 
brought to the area by car, pick-up or t r a i l e r and few, i f any, have muff Iing 
equipment. • \.:^; 

OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTY 

The concerned land Is under the control of Simon Fraser University and contains a 
B.C. Hydro Right-of-Way. There are nature t ra i Is used by hikers, and some horse-back 
riding act iv i ty occurs-. Access to the area is gained from Gaglardi Way or North 
Road, although most motorcyclist entries are from North Road via the gravel p i t 
road or the G.V.R.D. Water Station road. 

Based on noise level monitoring and observance of the extent of ac t i v i t y , It Is 
the opinion of the technical committee that the use of this area for motorcycle 
t r a i l r iding act iv i t ies constitutes a noise nuisance to adjacent Port Moody 
residents and does interfere with the qufet enjoyment of their property. Certainly 
the noise level is above that permitted by the Burnaby Noise or Sound Abatement 
By-law #6052, 1972, Section 7, which reads as follows: 

"7. No person shall between 7:00 A.M. and 10:00 P.M., except as herein 
provided, in any Residential District, Public and Institutional District or 
Multiple Fairily District in the Municipality make or cause continuous noise 
or continuous sound the noise or sound level of which exceeds 55 dBAs. Wxen 
the continuous noise or continuous sound is emanating from real property in 
a Residential District, Public and Institutional District or a Multiple Family 
District the continuous noise or continuous sound shall be measured at any 
point on the property line or within 20 feet of the property line of the real 
property from which the said continuous noise or said continuous sound is 
emanating, When the continuous noise or continuous sound is emanating from 
a highway in a Residential District, Public and Institutional District or a 
Multiple Family District the continuous noise or continuous sound shall be 
measured at a distatioe of not less than 20 feet from the source of the said 
continuous noise or said continuous sound." 
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It is the further opinion of the Committee that with continued use of th is area by 
motorcyclists the production of noise w i l l increase unless adequate control measures 
are Instituted at this time. 

For information of Council, Sections 5 and 6 of the Burnaby Noise or Sound Abatement 
By-law #6052, 1972, read as follows: 

"5 . No owner or occupier of real property in the Municipality shall, 
except as herein provided, allow such real property to be used so that 
noise or sound emanates therefrom which disturbs or tends to disturb the 
quiet, peace, rest, enjoyment, comfort, or convenience of the neighborhood, 
or of persona in the vicinity. 

6. llo owner or occupier of real property in the Municipality shall, except 
as herein provided, allow such real property tc.be used so that noise or 
sound or continuous noise or continuous sound or non-continuous noise or. 
non'continuous sound emanates therefrom that exceeds the dBAs authorised 

• by this By-law." 

The responsibi1Ity for compllance with the Burnaby Noise or Sound Abatement By-law 
$6052, 1972, must be assumed by the Simon Fraser University authorit ies, who hold 
t i t l e to the land being used by the offending rr.ororcycI i s t s . 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

THAT the Administration of Simon Fraser University be advised of their 
responsibil ity in terminating present violations of the Burnaby Noise or Sound 
Abatement By-law #6052. 1972, being committed on Simon Fraser University 
property; and THAT the Administration of Simon Fraser University, the City of 
Port Moody and Mr. Norman Patterson, representative for the City of Port Moody 
complainants, be provided with copies of this report. 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 
NOISE OR SOUND ABATEMENT BY-LAW 1972 #6052: 

G.H. Armson, C.S.I .(C) 
CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR 

3acon-
TRAFFIC SUPERVISOR 

Sgt. D'.-R/ Cathcart 
^BURNABY DETACHMENT, R . C . M . P . 

GHA/HB/DRC/LEP/dhc 

Att. 

jT."ET-'Psannor 
^./ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH TECHNOLOGY 

B.C.I.T. 

http://tc.be
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7ho CI vy Cour.c:! passed a reso!:jt;cn recast ing the co-operation-of', 
the CorporcTlon of Burr,acy> along wivn me Governors of Sirr.cn Fraser 
•Uni vers ivy, to ban .movor venlcle t r a f f i c frcr. Centennial T ra i l and other 
areas of Burnaby Mountain. 

i would appreciate, i t i f you could piacs vi-.is rr.atver before your Council 
vor TnOi,- consiosrsvion. 

http://Sirr.cn
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2 . Re ; Compla in t f rom R e s i d e n t s o f G l e n a y r c . S u b d i v i s i o n , C i t y of Po re Moody 
Regard ing M o t o r c y c l i s t s using; Eas t Side or Burnr.bv Mountain 

A p e t i t i o n was r e c e i v e d a t the June 7, .1571 C o u n c i l I-Ieuting r e g a r d i n g the 
r.bovc i n which i t was s t a t e d t h a t the R . C . M . P . had i n f o r m e d the p e t i t i o n e r s 
chat Burnaby C o u n c i l had g i v e n p e r m i s s i o n to m o t o r c y c l i s t s f o r the use of 

• the E a s t s i d e of Burnaby M o u n t a i n , the g r a v e l p i t a r e a and the B . C . Hydro 
r i g h t - o f - w a y . 

The coramunicatior. was t a b l e d u n t i l the R . C . M . P . c o u l d supp ly a r e p o r t i n 

c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the m a t t e r . 

The R . C . M . P . , i n a l e t t e r d a t e d June 14, 1 9 7 1 , a d v i s e d the f o l l o w i n g 

1 They have had two c o m p l a i n t s f rom M r . P a t t e r s o n i n r e g a r d to n o i s y 
v e h i c l e s and the T r a f f i c D e t a i l has taken enforcement a c t i o n a g a i n s t 
the o f f e n d i n g u n i t s where t h a t has been p o s s i b l e . 

2 . They have been u n a b l e to f i n d any o f the members o f the Burnaby D e t a c h ­
ment who a d v i s e d Mr . P a t t e r s o n t h a t Burnaby C o u n c i l . h a d g r a n t e d p e r m i s -

= s i o n f o r m o t o r c y c l i s t s t o - u s e the a r e a i n q u e s t i o n . I t i s , however, 
p o s s i b l e t h a t t h i s may have o c c u r r e d because C o u n c i l , i n the p a s t , 
g r a n t e d p e r m i s s i o n to c l u b s to conduct r a l l i e s w i t h i n the c o n f i n e s of 
the M u n i c i p a l g r a v e l p i t f o r s p e c i f i c t i n e s and d a y s . 

3 . T h e ' N . C O . i n charge of our T r a f f i c S e c t i o n h a s . s p o k e n t o S . F . U . T r a f f i c 
and S e c u r i t y and they w i l l ensure t h a t t h e boundary on t h e i r p o r t i o n of 
tho. p roper ty i s w e l l s i g n e d t o a d v i s e peop le chat they a r e not to o p e r a t e 
m o t o r v e h i c l e s a c r o s s t h a t l a n d . 

4 . The E n g i n e e r i n g Department w i l l ensure t h a t p r e v i o u s l y posted s i g n s a l o n y 
C e n t e n n i a l T r a i l and o t h e r r i g h t s - o f - w a y o n M u n i c i p a l Lo t 100 a d j a c e n t to 

•this a rea are s t i l l e r e c t e d . 

5 . Tho Members of t h e Burnaby Detachment have b e e n a l e r t e d to ensure t h a t 
. . t h i s a rea i s p a t r o l l e d d u r i n g even ings and weekends w i t h a v iew to s t o p ­

p i n g c h i ' i type -'I" o p e r a t i o n . • 

The. Detachment has a s s u r e d Mr . P a t t e r s o n t h a t enforcement a c t i o n w i l l be 
c o n t i n u e on t h i s m a t t e r and M r . Shaw has co r responded a c c o r d i n g l y w i t h M r . 

P a t t e r s o n . 

71- i n i -nr i . i i i i i io i i i ' . rd i h r . t t h e n o t .'.on t a k e n by t l i f <51.»rk he rn t IC j e d n iu l t h e 

cf ' i i . imui i'.CU t J . I J I I Ci.lnil, 

>•> I'l'u.M J 9 

j.'j M A N A G E R ' S 

~ TMGETING J u l y ] ? / 7 ; 

3 9 . Ro.: M o t o r c y c l e ! ; on viv/c S ide o f Burwr.by M o u n t a i n . 
/:.:c'.:-. i No. i ? v Manage v ' a Rapofu .Hp. 43. Cov.iio.il Meet:ing m20 J u n e , .1971), 

Tho a'oovc i u h j e c t w.",s diso.wflueil a t the P/irk;; .:nd R e c r e a t i o n Conimissiort 
v.,a.iri;;t; h e l d on J u l y '/, l l ) 7 1 , r.s a v o c u i t o f voce i v ing , a copy o f the 
M u n i c i p a l C l a r k ' s lectv . ; - to Mr . Kov.v.nr. A . P a t t e r s o n , 9c0> Garrow D r i v e , 
Povt; Moody, i n c h i n ro.;javd. 

V..sj ?av"w Recvcaui.v. ; C^r.v,..sr/lou h ' s d i r e c t e d ul»f»C C o u n c i l be i n f o v . i ^ d 
c i t (,c'i\c> Cowr . i . js io . i ) do a 3 not luvvc .".ny o b j e c t i o n to m o t o r c y c l e s 

u i i n ; j f.'aa a.uc s i d e o f .;\r..v..--by K o u r . S K i r . . I f a i y of t h c a c v e h i c l e s ore. 
•.-.nr. t c r C s i C - i o l , 'ul;.:,.-. the R . C . M . P . &V.ouid « a f o v c c the o u t i - a o i f i o s e c t i o n . 
CK the ML'iCov V c h i e l a . 'v ie . 

http://Cov.iio.il
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r " r p i V . 9 7 3 6 3 5 5 G i l P i n Street, 

Burnaby 2, B.C., 
MUWCSPAt. MANAGER'S 

C.'viC.c 

March 14, 1973. 

The Municipal Manager, 
Corporation of the D i s t r i c t of Burnaby, 
4949 Canada Way, 
Burnaby 2, B.C. 
Dear S i r ; 

Re; Motorcycles on the East Side 
of Burnaby Mountain 

This has reference to the copy we received of 
your l e t t e r dated February 20, 1973 to the Clerk-
Administrator, C i t y of Port Moody. 

Since no report to Council i s indicated, I am 
sending you f o r your information a copy of a report sub­
mitted to me by the N.C.O. i n charge our T r a f f i c Section 
on enforcement action taken to date. 

I think h i s comment at paragraph 8 has a l o t 
of merit; and i f the motorcycles are complying with the 
law, they would be less of a nuisance i n an is o l a t e d area 
than on public s t r e e t s and highways. 

Yours t r u l y , 

Si 

(W.W Lambert) Supt. 
O f f i c e r i n Charge 
Burnaby Detachment 
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J u i v . a o ; / •i rt r. 

»vO 2 i.'.O t o r C y C i u C . ^ ' J L . O V̂*.2'C CO 

r e f e r e n c e t o t h o a b o v e a a d t o c o p y o f c o r r o c p o n d -

O, Clc 
; o r j C i t y o f P o r t 2 . icocy , d a t o o 2 0 l''«ji3 7 3 » 2 w i s h t o 

VII. SO CO — O—U.OWS. 

. i 'a t ro . . .3 o y o i 
1- Y/CClkCy.COy 'CO the C 

. y v . - o * _ ~ w ^ . y c r a v e A p ; 

J.VG boom i r . t o u o i f l e d » e s p e c i a l l y 
b o r d e r i n g t h o B . C . 

; , r o a . A n u m b e r o f r . : o t o r -
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