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Following is a report from the Chief Librarian regarding 
the Greater Vancouver Library Federation. 
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For a{'?lUillher of years Burnaby Public Library Board has been prominent in .the 
;\io\'1er; Mainland in encouraging the co~operative development of library services. 

·' ,.,•:f:".' Th:fBoard 'feels that citizens can best be se.rved by working closely with other 

. '<L}::fi,:)\br~ries •. 

·.{;'\::i'.This ha.sheen done .informally 
,;'';{f('J\'fieen:able:to .make free use of 

.,, . , ... , . ~ouple of xears. 
~ ' .... ' ' '-

in the past: Burnaby cit'izens, · for. example, 
New Westminster Public Library for the last 

;.':_J;;,/::;; >·/ ·;~: ,..-,,7:.'-'.;:.'.> ',· ,:.·' 

•.,:./{·,. ':tn:~ ~re~f.ervancouver Library Council, the purpose of whic,h, is to p:i:ohl6te co~ 
:,,;Jopera'tive library development and who,se membership includes ,Burnaby. Public ··. ' 
•i\r,.}brary/hasnow produced a formal Plan of, Service that: will.enable! partici;./ 
/;;ipa:~ing libraries within' the area to develop library services c:o-operatively. 

,. , . •:/. .by/such mean~, as .. establishing comprehensive. inter.,.;library loan. service5, .• 
,permit'l:}ng readers free access to participating libraries, and allo~ing more i 
?~pe9ialise_d dE\velopment of collections of books and .other materials for the •... · 
:; benefit of .a.11. 

Thi~ .P.lan of Service will be carried out under the aegis of a formally 
· consti.tut.ed Greater Vancouver Library Federation, the basic function of which 
is to permit the development of library services of a type, scope and magnitude 
which individual libraries would find impossible to attain. Such a federated 
lib]:'.ary system permits library boards to retain autonomous control of their 
individual libraries while, at the same t:i.ue, achieving a h:i.gh degree of formal 
co-operation. 

The Greater Vancouver Library Council intends to present this Plan of Service 
to the Provincial Government in April tQ determine the level of financial 
support that might be provided. 

This brief progress report is presented now to Council by the Burnaby Public 
Library Board since the Board wishes to inform the Greater Vancouver Library 
Council of its support for tho Plan of Sorvice and this statement must. be in 
the hands of the organisation by 11 April 1974. 

This report is for the information of Council and will bcJ followed by additional 
reports since Council's approval wilf°boovcntually sought when the Provincial 
Government has responded to the Plan of f3er.vice as presented by the Greater 
Vancouver Library Counc:1.1, 
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