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Re: - Letter grom Mr. W. T. Jane, Chaixman, Land Commission
‘'

. Agri.cultum]. Land Reserves N

o ,»‘Appearing on the Agenda for the August 0, 1973 meeting of Comcil is a

iletter dated July 11, 1973 from Mr. T.W. Lane, Chairman of the Land

, (‘.qmniission, regarding Agri.cultural Land Reserves. Following is 2
fetter fron the pirector of 'Planning regarding this matter.

“

O B
This is for the information of Council.

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
AUGUST 2, 1973

SUBJECT: AGRICULTURAL LAND RESERVES

Ao B}L‘CKGRCUND w

:'Uﬁdéi‘ttb;‘_l'l'e,:[‘.Jer\:’iSiblls of recently proclaimed Section 8(2) of the Land Commission
: ',’ct_,",l‘th_.fé .I{_Qg;onal_’ CDiStrict in cooperation with its mem{ber‘ municipalitics is re-
uired-‘to__iptépa@rye ‘and adopt an agricultural jand reserve plan for submission to -

e'Lax)fdfv,qunlissiqii within ninety days of ihe proclamation of that Section

“Sep ember 25,.1973). As a basis for this endeavour, the B.C.Land

nigsion has forwarded a memorandum, appearing clsewhere on the agenda,
ich p1 general jnformation to aid the preparation and adoption of the '
1 equlred agpicult_\iréili land reserve plan.. ‘Relative to this, the Regional District
doption of the reserve plan.

provided a timetable (see attached) designed to facilitate preparation and

et

. INITIAL MUNICIPAL INVOLVEMENT

'}"-.ﬂs,‘tj the time of writing, Planning Departmcnf staff were involved in the preparation

i of a draft agricultural land reserve proposal involving certain areas within the Big

- Bend Area of the Municipality. This initial draft was being prepared for preliminary
cdnslderation at the August 3, 1973 meeting of the T.P.C. working Committee, and
“directly relates to {he adopted land use objectives of the Big Bend Development
Plan as well as gohedule B of the official Regional Plan. 1t has been the intent
of the draft proposal to advance those areas congidered most guitable for jong-term
agricultural use, Asa result, the few minor parcels situated outside of the Big
Bend Aread which are currently under @ dovelopment and subdivision restriction
by virtue of ()rders—in—Council 4483/72 and 157/73 have heen deleted from the
initial submission. Also deloted were som ¢ Minor, pmri,phcml agriculmml holdings
within the Big Bend Ared clearly not contiguous Lo the main reserve areas and pro-
posed for an industrial land use. An a.dditioxiul determinant to the confipuration
and extent of the 1‘)1"0posc-:d yoserve was gection 8(11) of the Act which stipulatos
that all land that was zoned for ag ricultural or furm use under @ hy~law of the Muni-
cipality prior to December 21, 1972 should be congsidered as an agricmltu.r.'ll Jand
reperve, Thosc properties dosignated for an ugricultuml, jand usc and involved
jnthe aclopted Stage 1 Ared Rezonings (L€ Al and Al) arc affeetod by this
provision. \
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Agri’culturai Land Reserves (contd.)

Inasmuch as the Big Bend Development Plan was the basis for the preparation
_of the draft agricultural land reserve proposal, attention has also heen drawn
" to those lands within the area that arc considered suilable for inclusion within
a recreational land reserve plan, It is anticipated that the Commission will be

g 1'ﬁ'request;mg this additional information shortly as it continues to implement the

‘ ,'fgvarlous sectlons_ of the Land Commission Act.

ch SUBSL‘QUENT INVOLVEMENT

It should be emphasmed that the draft reserve proposal has been submitted to

- the Regmnal District on a working document basis, As shown on the attached
* schedule suggested by the Reg,xonal District, this matter will be the subject of
Councu review and will require Council sanction prior to its submission as an
6ff101al agmcultural 1and reserve proposal,

_lso to be mentmned is. the fact that the agrxcultural land reserve as finally
' roposed by the Regmnal District will require a Public Hearing as described
i k‘,Artlcles (e) and (f) of the Land Commission memorandum. Following the
Publ_lc Hearmg, ‘the: Regxonal District will adopt by by-law a land reserve plan
and file both the by—law and plan w1th the Commlssmn for their cons1derat10n. .

th e‘rinffor,matibn of Couneil.

Respectfully submitted; =

DIRECTOR OF PLAN\IING
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Greater Vancouver Regional District

2994 WEST TENTH AVENUE VANCOUVER 9. BRUTISH COLUMBIA TELEPHONE 731-1155

.

July 18, 1973

70:  Chairman and Members
GVRD Planning Committee

RE: LAND COMMISSION ACT AGRICULTURAL RESERVES

‘Staff have considered the problems and proposals for meeting require-

ments of Section 8 of the Tand Commission Act to prepare an Agricul-

- tural Reserve Plan within 90 days of proclamation of that Section

‘rf(i;e;'September'25th). Alternatives — including extension of the

: ’current;‘freeze‘ or use of*existing'Official Regional Plan boundaries
:_e—pappear'to have at least as many difficulties as following the

-~ .procedure laid out in Section 8. Nevertheless, staff are concerned -

,»;abOut}a_number of areas having good soils, but which clearly have:
~potential for other uses which' also .are important to the communitys

: ;The’Livable'Regioanrogram.will shed more light on these conflicts.

,jIn 1i§ht offthesefCOnsidefations, it is recommended that:

" The GVRD adopt a progran to meet Section 8 recquirements
CAndy e ’ :
'fhe Land Reserve Plan differentiate betveen areas likely
:ftorremain,in.long Term agricultural use and Lhose areas. -
- Which:should he roviewed in one year in Light of emerging.
'ﬁLivablerRegion-Plan policieS~and DrOLrEms and of the viability
of apriculburei R - I I

1'ﬁfThe;following,draft,s¢hedﬁle is Suggested and should be‘reviewed with

J;'pthefTephnical‘Planning Committee and the Regional Board at their
E respeqtive,meetings‘of'JulnyOth and July 25the ‘

"jq,?Theﬁeﬁd‘dffSeptember deadline forces an extremely tight'échedﬁle,”as
R followst . ' g :

a. Auge 3 draft Municipal and Regional District reserve
proposals (based on ORP) for study by TPC Working
Committee. : '
b. Aug. 10 - revieved by TPC. :
c. MAug. 15 considered by Planning Committee, outstanding
differences sevtled, if any.
de Auge 20-2L meet with affected Municipal Councilss
co Auge 29 review by Regional Roard; WO readings of bylaw,
appoint panel for public,hcaringsa
£, Aug. 30 - :
Septe 12 advertise public hearings, (refer Lo Policy
Cormittees?)

Septs 12-21- hold hearings in Richmond, Delta, Surrey,
Coquitlam Arca; possibly in Vancouver,
Burnaby, ectoral Areas ARsk and 'C'
(some of latter might be combined)e
Septe 2h-20- review proposals, revise maps, clce
Octe 1 - final consideration Ly Board.






