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Co1nmiss:Lon -~· 

Appearing on the Agenda for the Augns t 6, 1973 mcc ting of Coone il is " 
·letter dated July 11, 1973 from Mr. T.W. Lane, Chairman of t\,e Land 
CoroniiSS ion, r ego rd ing Agric u ltu r a 1 Land Res e rvc s . Fo 11 owing is a 
fetter from the Director of ·planning regarding this matter . 

. This is for the information of Council. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

PLANNING DEP ARTMEN'l' 

AUGUST 2, 1973 

'.SUBJECT: AGRICULTURAL LAND RESERVES. 

of recently proclaimed Section 8(2) of the Land Commission 

,. .. "'""._,.,.,,,,.. District in cooperation with its member municipalities is re­
':i,nd adopt an agricultural land reserve plan for subinission to 

within ninety days of the proclamation of that Section 
25, .1973). As a basis for this endeavour, the B. C. Land 

hns forwarded a memorandum, appearing elsewhere on the agenda, 

Whi6h provi4•s general information to aid the prepara,tion and adoption of the 
reciuitiil •gricultnral' land reserve plan. Relative to, this, the Regional District 

a timetable (see ~) designed to facilitate preparation and 

reserve plan. 

. JNITJAL MUNICIPAL INVOLVEMENT 
At the t,ime of writing, Planning Departmoni staff were involved in the preparation 
of a draft agrlcultnral land reserve proposal involving certain areas within the Blg 
Bend Area of the M unic ipallty. This initial d ralt was being prepared for P relimin•l"Y 
conslderation at the August 3, 197 3 meeting of the T. P. C. Working Cominittee, and 
, direotly relates to the adopted lanci use objectives of the Big Bend Development 
PllUl as well as Schedule B ol the omcial Regional Plan. It has been the intent 
of the c\ra!t pi-oposal to atlvancc those areas considered most suitable for long-term 
agricultural use. As a result, the few mlnor parcels sltcrnted outsldc of the Blg 
Bend Ac-ea whlch arc curi-cntly under a development :u1d subdivision restriction 
by virtue of Ordcrs-ln-Council 4483/72 and 1.57 /73 have hccn deleted from the 
initial a ubm is sl on, Al so ti elctcd we re sum c minor, po rlphc ral agri cultural hoWi 11gs 
within the Big Bond Arca clearly not contiguous to the n>'1in reserve areas and pro­
posed foc• an industrial lnnd use. An addltimiol determinant to tho con[lgurntlon 
and extent of the proposed reserve wns Section 8(11) of the Act which stipulates 
that ,nll lnncl thnt was zoned· for agt·iculiurnl oe farin use under n by-law of the Muni· 
clpallty prior to Dcecmbor 21, rn72 should bo oonrMerc<I as nn tcgricultui·nl lnnc\ 
roaorvo. 'J'hoso proportlos c\enlgnatcd foc· nn ngricultural lnnd use ,md involved 
In t \10 nc\opt eel Sta 110 l Ai-on \\ezon i ng s (I, e. , Al nnd A 3) fl re of l'cctoc\ hY this 

provision. 
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Agricultural Land Reserves (contd.) 

Inasmuch as tho Big Bend Development Plan was f:h1; basis for the prcparati9n 
of the draft agriculturf!.l land reserve proposal, attention has also been dravm 
to those lands within the area that arc considered suitable for inclusion within 
a recreational land reserve plan. It is anticipated that the Commission will be 
requesting this additional information shortly as it continues to implement the 
various sections of the Land Commission Act • 

.c. SUBSEQUENT INVOLVEl\'IENT 

It should be emphasized that the draft reserve proposal has been submitted to 
• the Regional District on a working document basis. As shown on the attached 

schedule suggested by the .Regional District, this matter will be the subject of 
· Council 1·eview and will require Council sanction prior to its submission as an 
: official agricultural land reserve proposal. 

to· be\1n8ntioned is the fac.t that the agricultural land reserve as finally 
,.,.·c..· __ - --· -· ·- ·· District will require a Public Hearing as desc1'ibed 

of the Land Commission memorandum. Following the 
Regional District wiU adopt by by-law a land reserve plan 

by:.. law and plan with the Commission for their consideration. 

Respectfully submitted, 

·.41avJ' 
A. L. Parr, 
DffiECTOR OF PLANNING 
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!fl. Greater VGncouver Regional District 
, 2294 WEST TENTH A VENUE VANCOUVER 9. 11Rlf1Sll COLL!MBIA TEI. EPHONE 731-1155 

July 18, 1973 ,, 

TO: Chainnan and Members 
GVRD Plann:ing Committee 

RE: LA.ND COMMISSION ACT AGRICULTURAL RESER.VI~ •. ---------

Staff have considered the problems and proposals for meeting require­
ments of Section S of the Land Co1rmission Act t,o prepare an Agricul­
tural Reserve Plan with:in 90 days of proclamation of that Section . 
(i~e. September 25th). Alternatives - :including extension of the 
current 'freeze' or use of'existing Official Regional Plan boundaries 
...:. appear to have at least as many difficulties as following the 
procedure laid out :in Section S. Nevertheless, staff are concerned 
about a number of areas hav:ing good soils, but which clearly have 
potential for other uses which·also.are important to the community. 
The L_ivable Region Program will shed more ligr.t on these conflicts. 

In light of these consi~c3:.tions, it iE, recommended that: 

1. The GVRD adont a. pror-ram to meet Section 8 require~ 
_ .and,,_____ ... _________ __ 

2 •. Jhe· Land ¥serve Plan di_fJ~";liate b~;yeen areas likely 
.:\;!o rema:in in. l0!1fJ.erm · ap:ricultural i;se_~those · areas 
·which,should be reviewed .in one year in light of emerf:ing 
. - . . ' . ... '"" Livable Region Plan poli£ies and pro_grams and of the v-iabilit_y 

· of agriculture~. · · · 
The followin8 draft schedule is suggested and should be reviewed with 
the .Technical Plann:ing Committee and the Regicmal Board at their 
respective meetings of July 20th and July.25th. 

The·end of September deadline forces an extremely tight schedule, as 

follows: · 

a. 

b. 
c. 

d. 
e. 

f, 

Aug. 3 

Aug. 10 
Aug. 15 

- draft Municipal and Regional District reserve 
proposals (based on OilP)i'or study by TPC Working 
Committee. · 

":"" reviewed by TPC. 
- considered by Planning Committee, outstanding 

differences settled, if any. 
Aug. 20--24 - meet with affected }:urricipal Councils. 
Aug. 29 rev:i.ew by Regional Board; two readings of bylaw, 

Aug. 30 -
Sept, 12 

appoint p'.lnel for public ,hoar:i.ngs. 

- advertise nublic haer1nge, (refer to Policy 
Cor:,m:i.ttcct~;?) • 

g. Sept. J.3-21- hold hcnr:i.nr;.fi in Tiichmond, Delta, Surrey 1 

Coquitlmn Area; po:;d.bly i11 Vancouver, 
Burnal"iy, m.cctor:11 Aror1~1 'H' nnd 'C' 
(oome of l:lLtt.1r might. be ·cc,rnbine<l). 

h. Sept. 2/.
1
,..28- rev:i.ow· propoi,r.ilo, re.wine map~, 1 etc. 

1.. Oct. l - f1.nnl connidcrrd:,ion by Board. 

', ......... , .............. , ., '"' 
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