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North Fraser Harbour Commissioners 

at the October 29, 1973 meeting of Council 
status of the North Fraser Harbour Commissioners. 

of the North Fraser Harbour Commissioners are set out in 
Commissions Act, being Chapter H-1 of the Revised 
Canada 1970, which is attached • ......... 

the information of Council. 
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CHAPTER H-1 OF THE NORTH FRASER HARBOUR comnssIONS ACT 

CHAPTER H-1 

An Art to provide for the establishment of 
lu,rbour commissions 

SHORT TITLE 

1. This Act mny be cited as the Harbour 
Commiasions Act. 1964-65, c. 32, s. l. 

INTERPRETATION 

2, In lpis Act 
"Commission" mecns 11. .harbour Commission 

e~tnbliohcd pursuant to this Act; 
"hnrbour'' in relation to a Commission means 

the hnrbour for which that Commission is 
cstn'bi'ished; 

"member" means a member of a Commission; 

"Mini~ti;~" means t~e Minister of Transport; 

11\'fR.\ld" inrludc3 any ship, boat, barge, raft, 
Jn•dgc, floating elevator, scow, seaplane or 
other floAting craft. 1004-65, c. 32, s. 2. 

1:; TA IH,Jsm.mNT OF llARDOUJt COMMISSIONS 

3, (1) The. Governor in Council mny by 
rrodumn.iion establish a harbour Commission 
for nny hnrbour in Can11.do. that· is not named 
in the ,Natjonal Harbours Board Act, .or for 
111iy har\,our for which a harbour Commission 
1,ns 11ot otherwise been established by ,Parlia
ment, 

(2) Every Commission established pursuant 
1()

3
this 44 is a body corporo.te. 19~-65, c. 32, , .. 

.4, (l) The proclamation establishing a 

harbour Commission shall 
(a) define the limits of the harbour for 
which the Commission is established; 
(b) state the corporate name of the Com• 
mission; and 
(c) fix the number of members of the 
Commission, which shall be not less than 
three nor more than five, 

(2) The Governor in Council muy, b/ 
proclaml\tion, niter from time to time the 
limits of n hnrbour for wl1ich a Cornmis~ion 
has becll established pursunnt to this Act, 
change the name of a. Commission and 
incrense or decrease the number of members 
t'hereof, but not so ns to decrease the number 
below three or increase it above·five, 10011-05, 
0, 32, 8, 4, 

MEMBERS AND STAFF 

5, (1) Subject to thi~ Beet ion, n mnjority of 
the members of n Commission shnll ho 
appointed by tho Govemm· in Council 11111I 
tho rcmninder Rlrnll ho appointed as follows: 

(a) where one municip111ity only adjoins 
tho harbour for which the Commitision ie 
eatnbllshcd, by tho council of tho.t munici• 
pnlityi 

Exceptional 
cue. 

,. 

(b) where two municipalities only adjoin 
the harbour for which the Commission is 
established and t.he remainder consists of 
two members, one member by the council 
of ench lJ\Unicipality; or 
(c) where the number of municipalities 
ndjoining the harbour for which the Com
mission is established exceeds the number 
of members in the remainder, by af.lreement 
among the councils of all of the adjoining 
municipalities. 

(2) Where the Governor in Council deter
mines that n. municipality adjoining the 
harbour for which. a Commist;ion is cstn.blislted 
does not provide normal municipal services, 
-the member or members of the Commission 
to be appointed as provided in subsection (.1) 
by or by agreement with the council of that 
municip1ility shnll insteAd be appointed by or 
by agreement with such of the following 
bodies as the Governor in Council may 
designate: 

(a) the council of that municipality; 
(b) any organization or group of orgnnizn-

1 • 
118 

rcprrsentative of local interests in the 
,~~inity ol _the h11~bour for which the 
Commission 1s cntabhshed; o~ . 
(r) I he )ieut~nant. governor In C?11nc1l of 
,he province m wluch the harbour 1s located. 

(3) Where there is no !11unicipality_ n~joii~-
. • ~ ihc horbour for wluch a Comm1ss1op 1s 
:.:;:,hlisheci, the remainder of t~e members of 
d Commission shaU he appointed by such 
;/,he bodies described in p~ragrnph (~)(b) or 
(r) ns 1hc Governor in Council may designate. 

(4) Where a member of a Commissi~m to ~e 

11
,,pointcd in the mnnn~r prescnbe1 m 
.\,ection (1), (2) or (3) 1s not nppomted 

:•i~liin sixty days fro~ the day on ~hich thr. 
('onunission is established under this Act or 
i~t1m the dny on which the office .becomes 
, 11ranl, such member 1~ny be appomled by 
thr Go\'ernor in Council. 

(5) Each member of a Commission shall 
l;iild of!ice during plensure for n tcr~ ~ot 
o•·i•eding three ~•ears and at the exp1rnt1on 
c•I his term of office may be re-1\ppointed, 

(ii) No m('lltber of the council of 1i m,unici
p.,lity ndjoining a. hnrbour for which a 
l\1mmission is established nnd no member of 
th~ l111iislnture of the province in which is 
1,,1•11trd nny hn.rbour for which a Commission 
~, 1•~tnblishod ls eligible to be a member of 
tlrnt Commission, 1004-05, c, 32, a, 5, 

6, (I) E11ch member of a Commission shall, 
l·dorii rnll1rillll upon the duties of his office, 
· 1.•J:t1 nnd subscribe nn oath in the following 
(11rn,: 

I. A ll., ,oli•mnly 6W1:nr tf1Rt I will truly nnd impartinlly 
,:.I ,,, 1hr best ol my akill nml 11ndcl'l!tnndir16 execute nnd 
1-rl,•1111 the dulicsol mmnlicr ol lhc, .. Unrbour Commission. 
:lo., h•lp me Ood. 

(2) Tho on.th descl'ibed in subsection (1) 
n:.\y be ndministerccl by 11, member of the 
(\,mmission previously sworn, the Chiel 
~:mutivc Officer o( the Commission or a 
111.1tice o( the peace, 1004-65, c, 32, a, 6, 
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Remunrr1tion 
or intmbfn 

7. (1) The members of n Commission shol, 
1 lrct one of their number ns chnirrnnn. 

· (2) A mnjority of the member" ,•,,i,,.; 111Jtes · 
a 11uonim of the Commission and n vacancy 
111 the membership of the Commission does 
l\1H impair the right of the remaining members 

to net. 
(3) There may be paid to each member of 

n Commission out of the revenues of the 
Commission such remuneration as may be 
fixed by the Governor in Council. 1964-65, c. 
32, s. 7. . 

Appoin1meotor · 8. (1) The Commission may appoint a 
oflirm ' nd Chief Executive Officer and employ such 
employm other oificers and employees as it deems 

necessary to· carry out the purposes and 
functions of the Commission under this Act. 

(2) The Chief Executive Officer shall be 
paid out of the revenues of the Commission 

.· such salary as may be fixed by the Commission 
with the approval of the Minister.1964-65, c. 

'· Juriediction 
within harbour 

Adminintr~tion 
of Crown ind 
munitipal 
property 

32, s. 8. 

· GENERAL POWERS 

9; Subject to this Act, n Commission shn.11 
regulate o.nd control the use and development 
of all land; buildings nnd other property 
wit.bin the limits of the harbour, and nil 
<locks, who.rf~ ~nd equipment erected or used 
in connectio11 ·therewith. 1904-65, c. 32, a. 0. 

10,. A Commission may 
(a) ,~ith tl~e approval of the Minister, where 
the· amount involved· exceeds such amount 
as the Minister may fix, und 
(b) without. the approval of the Minister, in 
any' other cn-qe, 

ptirchase 01· otherwise acquire land within the 
limits of the harbour or in the immediate 
vicinity thereof, and purchase or construct, 
and opernto and maintain, docks, wharfs, 
buildings or other structures and mnchinery 
or other equipment for use in the operation 
and development of the harbour and may sell 
or lease such land, structures or equipment. 
19frt.-05, c. 32, e. 10, 

11, (1) A Commirision mny administer and 
develop on behalf ur Her Majesty in right of 
Cnnf\dn or in ri1;ht of nny province, or on 
hclrnH of nn)' municipality ntljoining the 
hnrbour, nny property owned by Her Majeaty 
in right of Cnnadn or in l'ight of thnt provinco

1 

or owned hy that municipality, ns the c11sc 
mn.y be, within tho limits of the harbour or in 

the immediate vicinity thorcof, · I 

' (2) Notwithntanding Rnythinr< in this Act, 

11 
CommicRion ehn.11 not lenso Rny lRnd 

nd111inietercd by it on hchnlf oC Hor Majesty 
in right of Cnnada 

(a) (or 11ny period of twenty years or leBil 
without tho approval of t.he Minister, and 

. (b) for nny porio<l of moro thn11 twenty 
ycnrs without the npprovnl of tho Governor 
in Council. 1064-05, c, 32, 11, 11, 

(2) 
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12. (1) Subject to i.ny other Act of .. the 
Pnrlinment of Canndn nnd nny rcgulnt1ona 
mnde thereunder, a Commission may 

(a) construct, purchase or lense nnd oper~te 
or maintnin rnilways within the boundnr1en 

0 ( the hnrbour on lnndo owned by or within 
the jurisdiction of the Commission; 
(b) enter into agreements with nny company 
for tho mn.intenance of the rnilwnys referred 
to in pnragrnph (a) nud for the oporntion 
thereof, in n ninnncr tho.t will o.fford !lll • 

rnilwny companies whose lines reach the 
hnrbour the same facilities for traffic na 
those enjoyed by that company; o.nd 
(c) enter into arrangements with railw~y, 
navigation, air or road transport compamcs 
for the facilitating of traffic to, from or 
within the limita of the harbour. 

(2) Not.hing in this section shall be deemed 
io constitute a Commission a 111.ilway compa
ny. 1004--05, C, 32, B, 12, 

DY-LAWS 

13, (1) A Commission may, with the ap
pro\·nl of t.he Governor in Council, make by
lnws respecting the management of its internal 
i.Cfoirs nnd the duties of its officers and 
employees, nnd for the· management and 
(,,ntrol of the hnrbour and the works and 
tiroperty therein under its jurisdiction, includ
ini( by-laws respecting 

(a) the regulation of the navigation and 
u.1e of the harbour by vessels, including the. 
mooring and berthing thereof and the 
dis~hnrging and loading of cargo; 
(b) the regulation of all works and opera-

tions within the harbour; 
(c) the regulation or prohibition of the 
construction of channels, docks, wharfs, 
piers, buildings or other structures within 
the limits of the harbour and the mainte
nnnce thereof, and the excavntion, removnl 
or deposit of mnterial or any other action 
that is likely t.o aff oct in any way the docks, 
piers, wharfs or chnnnels of the harbour or 
tho lands adjacent thereto; 

. (d) the construction, opero.tion and mainte• 
nance of 

(i) elevators, pipes, conduits 11nd other 
works or nppli1mc11R upon docks, piers or 
wharfs within 'the limits of tho harbour, 
and 
(ii) pipl'a or linr.s of wire or cnble ncross 
or under tho bctl o( the hnrbour; 

(c) the rcgulntion or prohibition of the 
erection of tow<'ru or poloa, 1Lnd tho st.ringing 
or laying of wirl's or cnhlea within tho 
hnrbour; 
(j) the 1rnn8portnt.io11 1 hnndling or storing 
within the hnrb()ur of explosives or other 
suhatnnccs tht\t., in thll opinion of tho 
CommiHaion, conal ituto or o.ro lilrnly to 
constitute n dnngnr or h1~z11rd to li(o or 
property; 
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Idem 

(3) 

(u) th,J n)aintcnnnce of order and the 
prote1Jti<1n of property within the harbour; 
(/1) the punishment that mn.y be imposed 
on summnry conviction for the brt:ach of 
any hy~lnw, which punishment shall not 
exceed ·a ·fine oi five hundred dollars or 
imprisonment for n term of six months or 
both; and 
(1) the rµgulntion of nll persona nnd ves~els 
coming irito or usini; lhe harbour, inr.ludiug 
tlir. impo&ilion und collection of rates to be 
paid upo11 such vc11:ir.ls and upon goods 
landed from or shipped on boo.rd such 
vessels, or t.rnnshipped by water within the 
harbour; • 

(2) Bvc~y by-law shall, nt lc1ist ten days 
before its aubrnission to the Governor in 
Council f 9r_ 'npprova.l, be served upon the clerk 
of ench zqunicipnlity adjoining the hnrbour 
for whid1 t.lwCommission is established, 1064-
65, c. 32, ~- 13. 

' IIORROWlNG 1'0WEH8 

M, l~or t.he purposP. of defraying the 
rXJJ!.'IISCS of ~onslructin1; or impro,·ing wharfs, 
~trudlll'<'S and other works within the limits 
of the harbour, !l' Commission mny, on such 
ti•rrns anq conditions ns the Governor in 
Council may 1Lpprove, 

(n) borr~l\V money in Cimada or elsewhere, 
nnd 
(b) i~sue debentures Cor sums of not less 
thnn 01111 .hundred doll1trs, payable in not 
more th~n forty years. 1964-65, c. 32, e. 14. 

FINANCES 

15, (1) ffhe revenues of a Commission shall 
l".' chnrgeq ,vith 
· (n) the costs of collecting such revenues; 
(b) the ~)ipenscs, induding depreciation, 
incurred by the Cornmis~ion in operating 
,ind mnintnining the harbour and works 
nnd propert.y own<!d, controlled, adminie
tmd or innnaged by the Commission under 
1hi,Act; 
(d the iiltcrcst and other chnr(',cs incurred 
in connhr.tion with dcbentmea is,med or 
money ~orrowecl by the Commission under 
thi~ Act i nnd 
(a') nny ~ther expenses 11\wfully incuncd hy 
the Commission in l1nrryinir. out its duties 
111,d funptiona undor this Act, 

(2) Artc1· providing for 
(11) the l,lmrgPA Bpeoificd in subsection (1), 
rolhcr thnn dr.procdo.t ion, 1md 
(b) the nppropriation to the funded merves 
o( thr. Co1ll1ni~nion of uuch amounts aa moy 
lie npprovod by tho Milli~1r.r, 

•.l,<' H1\'0ll\lC$ of a Cornmisijion rr:rnnining 1\t 
111~ nnd or t-nch forml ycn1· of thnt CommisRion 
11,11II bo pnid by tho Curnrnission to the 
h~1·oh'l'I' Ocnoml. HJ04-00, c, 32, ti, 15, 

l6, A Commir.~ion m11y, wilh tho npproval 
r I tlw Minintor of l•'irrnncc, invest In bonds or 
'lier ohli11nti<rn~ of ]for Mnjc:nty in rii;ht of 

C~nnd111.1r 1111:,- provirrnc or of nny m unicipo.lity 
1r, C11nadn 1111y monoys in it-11 rnflur·voa or nny 
w,1,~•~•s not immodin.lcly ro'luircd for tho 
, '.lrposo or tho Cornmis1iion, 1001-05, c, 32, 
I 10, 

17, (I) A CommiBNion shall 

In,pecl ion of 
account, 

Money, 
obloined fr9m 
UMl ol Crown 
property 

Expropriation 

Paymcnl of 
rates 
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(a) keep a.ccounts of nil moneys btmowPd, 
received and expended by it under this Act, 
and 
(b) account therefor to the Minister within 
three months after the end of each fiscal 
year of the Commission, 

in such form and manner as the M·inister may 
direct. 

(2) All books, accounts, records nnd docu
rnen ts of the Commission shall be at nil 
reasonable times open for inspection by the 
Minister or by a person authorized by the 
Minister for such purpose, or, in the cnse of a 
municipality having n substantial interest in 
the harbour, as determined by the MinistN, 
by the auditors of such municipality. 1004-65, 
c. 32, a. 17. 

rn. Where a Commission is authorizetl by 
the Governor in Council to develop, adminis- · 
ter or lease nny property owned by Her 
Majesty in right of Canada within the limits 
of or in the vicinity of a harbour, all moneys 
paid to the Commission in respect of that 
property shall, notwithstanding the Financial 
Administration Act, form part of the revenues 
of the Commission. 1964-65, c. 32, s. 18. 

mcPROPRIATION 

19. A Commission mny, with the approval 
of the Governor in Council, tnke or ncquirr. 
lands for the purposes of this Act without the 
consent of the owner where it is unnhle t.o 
agree with the owner ns to t.he price to be 
pilid therefor, and the provisions of the 
RC1ilway Act relnting to the taking of lnnds 
by railway companies nre, mutatis mutandis, 
npplicable to the ncquisition of such lands by 
the Commission. 1904-135, c. 32, e. 10. 

PAYMENTS OF RATFA'3 

20. The rates imposed by by-lnw upon th() 
cnrgo of 1\ vessel shall be paid by the mnster 
or person iu chni·ge of the vessel, without. 
prcjudicr. to any recourse he mny h1we by law 
ngainst nny other person for the rr.covery of 
the amounts so paid, but the Commission 
mny demand nnd nico\·er the 1·ntes from tlrn 
ownNs, t1om1ignees, agents or shipiiers of such 

rnrgo, 1001-05, e, 32, a. 20. 

smzunEs 

21. Wht'l'e 
(a) ,111y n;:i10u11t is due to a Cornmi,!;l;ion for 
rule~ in rcspc~t of n vcsi1ol or 1.:ooda, or 
(b) the owner or pcr1ton in chnrgc of n ves~el 
or i;oocle has in l'Cspoct of thnt V<'o~el or 
1hoi:t1 goods violnted 1.he provisions of ,my 
by•lnw, 

,1 Co111mission mny, on the order of nny 
"111111y or cliHtrict court or nny mu~istrntc 
hill'illl.l jurisdictic,n in tho nroa in which tho 
~,wd11 or veeael nro locatC1d, 11eiv.o thnt vca~ol 
lH tho~o goods, 1004-05, 11, 32, a, 21. 
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PCl!UDUII')' 
dealinp 

Limitation of 
acliona 

22, Any vessel or good.~ seized pumu11nl 1'l 

!·:,ti<m 21 m~y he detained until then• have 
l, 1·n p11id in fuil 

(o) nil nrnpunts due and nil J1t!irnllics in
curred in r~lipCCI thereof; 
(b) nil prqpcr nud reason11hle costs nnd 
dllirges in~ul'red in the 1;eizure and deten
tion; 1md 
(r) all COl\1't costs in respect thereof, 1()64-
65, l', 32, 8, 22. 

2:;. \Vherc,· in the opiuion of the Chief 
E~rt•11ti\'C Qfficer of 11, Commission, goods 
.• 1·iwi by th~ Coimnission pursuant to section 
21 will rot, ~poil or otherwise perish, ha.may 
1,r-lM the M\le of those goods in such manner 
1rnd for such price ns he mny determine nnd 
the proceeds of that sale shall be credit,1d 
towur<l pnyipent of the amounts described in 
,,~ct ion 22. 1P64-65, c. 32, s. 23, 

EVIDENCI~ 

IB. (1) A copy of n by-law of a Commission 
under its se~l and purporting to be signed by 
ft member qr the Chief Executive Officer of 
the CommiS11ion is evidence of that by-law in 
r.11 courts. · • 

(2) A Cornrnis.qion may erect marks or signs 
to indicate the limits of its harbour and every 
mark or ~ign so erected ia evidence of the 
limits oi ti1a.t harbour in a.11 courts. 1064-65, c. 
32, 8, 24. 

GENERAL 

· 25, A Commission shall not. enter into any 
tra.nsactiqn of a pecuniary nature directly or 
indirectly with any member of the Commis
sion. 196'1-65, c. 32, s, 25. 

26, Proceedings in reaped of any violation 
0£ a provision in nny by-law made under this 
Act mny be initiated at any time within one 
year after the time when the subject-matter 
o( the proceedings arose. 1064-65, c, 32, s. 20. 

(4) 

Winding up of• 
Coru111IR.1io11 

27, Tho Governor in Council may order 
n.ny Commiti.• ion establiRhod pm•suant. to this 
Act to wind up it~ n{foira and may by 
proclnml\t!on cliiisolvc nny Commir,1ion in 
reRpnct of whidi ouch 1m order hnn been mndc i 
but 1rnch orclqr or pmclnmutfon shnll bl1comu 
oUoctivo only llpon the expirnti()n of nimity 
dayu from t,ho date of t Im publication thorr.oi 
in tho Ccmada Cfozelte, HJU1-6.1'i, c. 32, s, 27, 

DtvelQprnent, 
etc,, ol Crown 
land, 

23, 1'hc Governor in Co111u1il may n11thor• 
izo a Cm11misiiion t.o ndminiutcr nnd d1wclnp 
on bchnlf of Her l\fojcsty in ri~ht, of Cnnndn 
nny property <iwncd by lfor 1lujruty in rh;hL 
oC Cnnndn. wit.bin the limitfl or or in tho 
vicinity or the lrnrbm1r on Ruch tcrmt1 nnd 
conrlitionn 11a tho Go,wnor in Council m11y 
dct.1mni110, l01H•05, c, 32, R, :lS. 

.V,wignbl1 ll'nl'" 29, Any wol'lt 1111ch1rtrdw11 hy or 011 boh1\lf 
1°"111cli~n Acl oC the Cornmin;1ion 11ffoetint: tho llfJC of nny 

nrivi1Jnblo wnt(!l'll i~ 011bjl1ct. to the N1iviu<1bla 
Watm l'mtection Act, IO{H,~3/i, c, 32, 11, 20, 

Ei:U!ting 
Cominwion 

--
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TRANSlTIONAL 

30. (1) SubjHct to subsection (2), the Gov
ernor in Council mny by proclnmn.t.ion declare 
a CommiEsion estnblishcd by nn Act set out 
in the schedule hereto to be established pur• 
stmnt to this Act us of the day fiXl'O in the 
proclamut.ion, define the limits of the h1:1rbour 
for which thnt Commis~ion is so dt'clared to 
Le cstnblishetl, nnd dcchue the Act. set out in 

tlic ~chedule e,tl\liliRhing that Commission to 
l,c n•pcnled ns of thr,t ,fay. . 

(1) No proclnmation shnll he issued pur
flltint to subsection (1) unless the Go\'ernor in 
C<n1ucil has received 

(a) 11 by-lnw pnssed by the Commission 
rcquc!lting the Governor in Council to 
declnre the CommiEsion to be established 
pursunnt to this Act.; nnd 
(b) 11 resolution or resolutions n.pprovin1; 
~uch by-lnw, pnss('<l hy the council of nny 
rnunicipnlity having power to appoint or to 
pnrtidpnte in the nppointmcnt of a member 
of the Comrni~sion, or where there is more 
titan one such municipality, by the councils 
of n majority of such municipalities. 

(3) The persons who, on the day fixed in a 
proclamation issued pursuant to subsection 
(I). hold office as chairman or member of n 
Commi~sion rstablish1.1d by the Act set out in 
1h11t proclamation shall be deemed to hu,·c 
bn'n appointed chnirmnn or member of tl11it 
Commii:sion respeetively under this Act for 
the then unexpired portion of their terms. 

(4) A Commission established by an Act set. 
out iu the schr{htle hereto tlmt is declnrcc! by 
proclamation of the Gm·ernor in Council to 
I.I{' a Commission established pursuant to this 
Act slrnll be deemed for all purposes to be 
one nnd the sa·me Commission, and from the 
day fixed in that proclamation this Act. 
npplies to nnd in rcsprct of thnt Commission 
in 1111 respects, 1064-65, c. 32, fl, 30. 

31, Notwithstnnding 1111ything in the Gou• 
mment If arbours and Picr8 Act or Part XII of 
the Canada Shipping Act, where th11t Act or 
Pnrt would npply to nny hnrbour but for the 
cst11blishmcnt pursunnt to this Act of n 
Commission for thnt h11rhour, tlmt. At'l or Pnrt 
continues to npply to thnt h1irbour until the 
dny 911 which nny by-laws made by the 
Commission under section 13 of this Act 
become effective. 1064-65, c. 32, e, 31. 

SCHEDULT~ 

T/,11 North Fra.11:r Jlmlrn11r Commi~sionera Act, ch11ptor 1(\2 
of tho St11tutc11 of Cru111d11, 1013, 

Tlic Port Albcmi llarhnur Commissionera Act, ch11pllir 42 
or t.hc St11lt1lt'S nf C11nnd11, l[J.17, 

'I'/,c ll,:1/cuillo /forbour Cummi.iirionors Act, chnplt:r 3·1 or tho 
Sl1Llllll'1l of C1ln111ln, lll52, 
1001-05, c, :12, Sl'h. i SOll/M-157; SOlt/0.~·221; SOll/05,2·1,q i 
8011./fi'l-ll; SOH/07-120, 
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