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Ll ... .£~~!~£.~E..~:~.~~l:,_, 
SlovenLan Society, 5762 Sprott Street, Burnaby 
(Item :i.9, Manager's Rep<?.,rt No. 13, rcbrn:irv 19. 1973) 

Appearing on the Agenda for the February 19, 1973, meeting of Council w:1s 
the above-noted report which deals with tl1e use, heing made.~ of the above 
property by the Slovenian Society. 

At the February 19, 1973 meeting of Council ·it was noted that the Chief 
Licence Inspector would be observing cite activities in the building on the 
property during the next three or four weeks, and that the R.C.M.P, would 
make similar observations in the evenings and on weekends. 

The Chief Licence Inspector was asked to include in the report he submits 
after the observations have been made an indication as to whether the 
Society should be required to have a Trades Licence because the Society 
is renting the building for activities and is therefore conducting a 
connnerc_i-al operation. 

The Chief Public Health Inspector was also asked to advise whether the 
noise which sometimes emanates from the aetivities being carried on in 
the building is sufficient to warrant action under the Noise Bylaw. 

Appearing on the Agenda for the Narch 26, 1973 meeting of Council arc 
the following :i..tems, both of which concern complafats about noise emanating 
from _the ac_tivities at the subject locatic,n: 

1. Letter dated February 21, 1973, from Mr. R. Davy, 5812 Sprott 
Street, Burnaby. 

2. Petition (undated) from D. Firth and others. 

Appearing, also, on the Agenda for the March 26, 1973 meeting of Council 
is the report dated March 12, 1973, of the Officer in Charge, R.C.H.P., 
Burnaby Detachment, regarding a survey of activities at the subject 

· property from February 17, 1973 to March J.O, 1973 inclusi.ve. 

The Chief Public Health Inspector advises that periodic observations have 
been conducted at the subject premises and will continue to be conducted, 
as required. The Chief Public Health Inspector is of the opinion that there 
is not sufficient justification to proceed with action under the Noise Hylaw. 

The Chief Licence Inspector has investigated the matter and re.ports as 
follows: 

"In a~cordancc with Counci.l's instructions, observations of 
the subject premises were undertaken, This observation was 
maintained on a daytime basis, i.ncluding weekends, and indi
cated limited activity at these prcnd.scs, Contact was 
established wi.th Mrs. Eva Fidel, Trear.airer of the Slovenian 
Society, and Hr.. Anton Zar:ln:i.k, a society 101:imber., Rcvfow of 
the uses accepted under. ci1c original proposnl wore compared 
to the current uses. Tho current nclivities parallel the 
original p·copoflal with e>xception nf tlw rcligiou8 services 
ancl rental of the premises to outsi.de grot1ps. 

The Sloveninn Soci.cty, via Mr.s. Evn Field, hns providod n 
lctte1.·, copy sittachcd_, in which if; outlined the.• course of 
action they J.ntoncl l:C> follow to co1 1 Lrol. or cl.im:l.nntu thoBc 
si.tuations whic:h givo cr1use for co111pl.-ilnt. 

Cont: l.nucd • , • 



The p0.rforming of Suncl.:1y MaGs services, as outlined 
in the original proposal, was considered to be the 
principlc! function of these premises and from this 
consideration came the decision to acccpl the Slovenian 
Society as a conti.nuing legal non-conforming rcligioun 
use. Mrs. Fidel stated that: due to lack of a clergyman, 
weekly services have not been performed for some time. 
They arc concerned over the lack of such services and are 
endeavoring to arrange for an appropriate person to resume 
a weekly programme. Considerable difficulty has been 
experienced in attempting to arrange for such a person 
and they are hopeful the problem will be overcome in the 
near future. 

Rental of the premises for activities not directly 
related to the Society constitute the operation of a public 
hall, The Society has been·advised that such use is not 
permitted under their legal non-conforming status, therefore 
no rentals should be undertaken and no business licence 
could be issued. Mrs. Fidel stated they are prepared to 
accept such a restriction. 

The remaining activities appr.ar to be oriented toward the 
religiout aspect cif the Society, or are an accessory social 
activity comparable to the type of functions that are 
associatedwith any church) i.e. bingo, youth dances, club 
meetings, social gatherings. 

The. letter provid'2d by the Society, dated March llfth, 1973, 
indicates they have given consideration to the cause for 
complaints and are taking reasonable steps to effect correc
tion. At this time, it is not possible to assess the success 
of their action, 

The claim that 40 parking spaces 'a.re available on their 
property cannot be substantiated w:i.thout including the lot 
located to the east of the Church ouilding. This property 
is zoned as residential and was not included in the original 
proposal, therefore, cannot be used for parking, The Society 
have been so advised, together with a suggestion to contact 
the Planning Department pr:i.or to proceeding with removal of 
the dwelling or with devdopment. The Church property 
accommodates a maximum of 8 parkfo.s qi aces. 11 

The Chief Licence Inspector, in conclusion, states: 

1. That occupancy of the subject premises is considered to be a 
continuing, legal non-conforming use. 

2. That while the Society admits to hnving 1:entcd i.ts' premises in 
contr.avont:ion o[ the Zoni.ng Bylaw, and has not recently becm able 
to perform its prime function in Lhe conduct of religious services,. 
activitlas of the Soc.Jcty arc b1w:i.cr.11ly :i.n confonnancc wlth approvNI, 
or.igitrnl intent of the Society. 

RECOHHENDi\TlONS: 
Tl!A'l' the! Slovcninn Sor.i.ct:y he grnnt:cd tlw opportunity to i.111plcmcnl: i.ts 
proposalr-;, nnnwly tho cont:Lnui.nt•, effort. by tl1l! Socl.d·.y to rc•duc0 noinc 
ton mi.nimurn ](•vc'l, t:l!u r:11pc\rvinion of i.ti; p;1rU11r•, nrcn by Sodc!ly 
membc,1~s, nnd n•rnHnpUt,n of.' .-vl:i.glm1f: ::c•rvi.1.•1,::; rn1d 
'J'lli\'.I' Lhc- SJ, v,·,1J:1n !::oc:i.c•t·y b(• prov I cie<i -.1.i l.11 ;1 t·ri11:; of t.hJ n rt•port:; nnd 
'J'lli\'L' co10pl.ni111111tr: b1.\ provid1.•d 1~itl1 n cop) nf thi:: 1·,•porl:, and 1.1dvlr:, 1 ci 1_,J 
contnc.:L Ll1c, np1,n•1•1:i:i11.i clvp:.1rt·1111·11L 1 : i.11 ti1c· vv,.•nt· n1: vin'l:.1U1rn::, 



Slovonitm Soc:i.oty 
5762 Sprott Streot 
Bm•nnby 2. B. C~ 

Nr. H. Buckley 
CMef Licence Inspector 
Corporation of tJio district of Burr.a by .. 

Dear Hr. Buckley. 
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Regarding Your lotter of February 21., 1973 mo:ro spocifically complaints You 
recoiv~d :from tho public of tJ10 s\trroud:i.ns; area from above address. 
Furthor6nt~)):e Yoil1' concorn that we are oxtending O\U' activities beyound 
Your approual. . 
Our property (the hall) is used as stated in tho letter by O\U- solicitor 

·· 1'1r. Johnson on .fobru.ai·y 10. 1972 o.nd fo:C'vardod to Burnaby council. 'rhe hall 
was ronte<l on two ocasions once to th0 Burnaby mw1icipo.li ty i'o:r their olectionD, 
o.nother time to ono o.f our society mo1:1ber for his private or family ovont.. · 
Such events were D.lso sfatod :i.n the lotter- by our ::wlicitoi-,a.rid to tho bost 

-of my knowldge they were also approved. 
Regarding parking problems 0 ther0 mny hn.ve been sorno. For the futwo we have 
appointed one of our society m01nbe1•s to ui.ke care of pa:t!:<i1:g at oach of our 
events. We have approximately 40. :parking spaces on om• propo:rty,which will 
considerably enso road allowance to tho -\:.hrough goinJ traffic on Spi•ott street. 
No:.ses from tho activities in the hall u0 aro keeping to v. min.imuin, and 
:further improvernonts :rogar<li11g them ll.N in pi'.'ogross. 
Sil"!CO we were refused by- tho Burnaby cou.r:.cil to ou-r tax exempt &s a etnic group 
'lv'Ei have no alte:rnative but to keep b0s:i.d0 our reguJ . .'.l.r ovcints one danco a month 
for the mombors to raise the necossary funds to cover our taxos ,mortgo.ge payme21ts i -
and expenceso. 
Hope these informations will be sufficiont rogarcling our ncti\'"ities and plans. 
If' You. a.i. .. e in n.eed of any moro info:r-:ilations please contact on:r p:.-osidont 

, Nr~ Ivan Skerbinek at ;27-9612 ·who will. bG gla~.lto a.ssis~ You in ar,y way he CD.no 

l / lf ! / 

✓ r:-trt.z,,, /~ldi~> Yours tr.vly 
Eva Fidel 
Treasure1.• Slova2rl.an Sooiety. 
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