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17. Re: Request dated March 15_ 1973 from 
Burnaby Outdoor Education Association 
To Build Natur6 Trail East of Piper Avenue 
North of Dt~cnnby Lake 

ij M/\NAGEFl'S !"IE.PORT NO. 23 

l·:i rr1uNCIL f'.•\(ETING Mai·, 26/73 
~~~~.(.i(\M.,.>.Alt~lo..G~,&~ 

The following is the report of the Planning Di.rector dated March 22, 1973, 

regarding the above. 

Since writing this report, the Planning Director has had an opportunity to 
discuss the matter again with Hr, Dawe to ascertain his feelings .:bout this 
subject as he is specifically mentioned in th~ Outdoor Association letter 
attached. Mi:. Dawe explained that his general endorsement of the concept was 
made without concern for such matters as land ownership, available capital 
funds and the like. He added that while a pre-planned approal'.:h to trailway 
development in the subject area might be preferable, he doubted that any 
ecological damage to wildlife or flora would result from the construction of 
the proposed trail.way. Nevertheless, the staff feel strongly that a pre­
planned approach is vital especially since the matter of the future juris­
diction over the Lake is not completely resolved. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

.THAT the Burnaby Outdoor Education Association be denied authority to develop 
add.itional trail.ways over Municipal properties in the area east of Piper 

Avenue; and 
THAT a copy of this rep01:t item be sent to the Parks & Recreation Corrnnission 
and the Greater Vancouver Regional Di.strict. 

RE: 

. A. 

B. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

NATURE TRAILS AROUND DURNAJ3Y LAKE -
BURNABY OUTDOOR EDUCATION ASSOCI.A.TION. 

BACI<'.GROUND 

PLANNING D EP ARTIVIENT, 
March 22, 1973. 
Our File #10.250, 

At its meeting of November 27, 1972, Council resolved that the application 
submitted by the Burnaby Outdoor Education Association to establish nature 
trails in the area around Burnaby Lake be tabled until such a time as 
a team of naturalists from the Reifel Water Fowl Refuge was able to surrnit 
their findings of a field suney of the la.ke area. A further report elated 
February 15, 1973 was submitted outlining the principal conclusions of the 
survey and recommending that the applicants be authorized to develop the 
trailways on the north side o[ Burnaby Lake in accordance with the specific 
suggestions outlined in the Reifel. report. Also indicated was the intent of the 
Parks and Planning Departments to moct with Ivlr. N. Dawe of the Reifel 
research group in order that tho municipal staff might better assess the 
details of the trail system proposal as advanced by· the Burnaby Ottdoor Education 

Association. 

SUBSEQUENT '.!'RAILWAY CONSIDERATIONS AND Dll!Yl0.-!.0PMEN'I' 

Tho nbove mcnilonocl rneotinr~ was hold w.ith Mr. Dawo on February 22, 1973 
at which ti.mo further consi.cluri11.ion was 1~ivcn to tho proposed trnil cxtontling 
from Still Crook nlong- tho lnlw cidgu to tho Howlng Complex, Tlw lloifol 
group hnd spccil'icn.lly rot!om111onclocl :igalnt,t !hi:-:; dovoloprnont ancl surmostccl 
instead lhul tho new road from 8porling J\vonuu t.o t.hu Howing Cornplox bo llfJod 
as tho solo pocloi,,l.l'ian aeunss (o tlwl fri1dlit~•. T1nwuvo1· 1 whon it was :-rngi,i;oi:;t.od thnt 
t.his 1·01-t.rlctud pedoBtl'ian ro1Tidor might pro:wnl. Ulirl.ain crowd nrriv:tl nnd 
dlf;pn1·fi:tl p1·olJlemH duri11~1; 1110 upco1ni1w C:111:id:t Sumnw1· Garnes, ~11.', D:,wo ex­
plainorl that his 1·u1!<Jtr1mcncl:11io11H wc•r<1 l1in:wd Lnward:,1 :t11 c.iriol.ogici:d 1·nt.ilu1· 
tllnn nn ''nl'II\'('" n•L'l'<l:llil:n:1! 11(11•:-,p<•di,,1: and L·o11c:c1l1:d lhal tho provlslctJ1 of nn 
nll<il'nrUo ll'nilw:1:-,· t.1, t!i1: fto,xi1w; Cu11111lv; :ilf111;!; !\in l:il·.P 1id/1;n would lwlp 1\dn1· 
unconl r 1.ill!:d pvdr::-;Ll'i:rn lll()\1:11H:11t:: tl11·, 11;·,lt lht: !111, 1

; :11·(•:t, Thi:-: l11rli:-wJ'i1,1l11:dn 
1no\'l:ltw11t 1it wn:, rip;r1:c.:d, (:1J1iltl do !111· 11; 11rn d:1111:q 1,1: 1L:111 th1: dc1v1•!1,pnwnl 111' 



;J 11lu 11 
11 M/\NAGEn'S HEPOH' NO. 23 

tl~~.~~;-~~i;::~~:.;~~~~~-~.~~~t~~~:. 
an adcli·.ion:il t.railw:1y, e:u:ofully loe:1tcd :md developed. i\lr. Da\\'e added, 
however, that. any clevu~opn1cnl of !railways in tlw birch grove nrca to the 
south of the Howing Complex should be carefully prcpl::rnnccl and const.rucltxl 
under ~ho close supervision o[ a nnturalU:t. 

Other matters such as the proposed float:i.ng bonrclwalk and its potential conflict 
with the rowing course wore discussed, but it was ngreccl that this and other 
items could not be resolved until such a time as a development policy and plan 
for tho lake has been prepared and adopted by the appropriate authorities. 

Subsequent to this n,eeting the Parks Administrator advised that development of 
the additional Sports - Rowing Complex trai.lway had commenced on a 
closely supervised basis as ha.cl those over Municipal holding·s in the area 
between Still Creek and Piper Avenue as previously authorized by Council. 

C. PROPOSED ADDTI'IONAL THAIL\VAY DEVELOPM.ENT 

· This department received a letter dated March 15, 1973 (see attached) 
from the Project Director of the BLtrnaby Outdoor Education Association 
which gave a brief progress reP,ort and requested permission to extend 
the trailw~lys east of Piper Avenue into the area designated as future 
development zone "H" in the Heifcl report (see attached sketch). The 
Parks and Planning Departments have reviewed this proposal and would 
recommend that Council not grant authorization for the trailway extension 
for the fol.lowing reasons: 

l. Tho proposed trail way would be situated in a future development area 
as designated in the Heifel report and as such should be based on a 
previously aLloptecl development policy and .plan for the lake as a whole. 

2. Total municipal or regional park ownership of several properties 
imnndiately east of Piper Avenue and within the_ par-k has not yet been 
achieved which significantly nKlucos the trail way location options 
available in this area at the pnisent time. 

3. A trail east of Piper Avenue would necessitate the construction of a 
pedestrian bridge over Eagle Creek the .funds for which are currently 
not available to the Outdoor Education Association or the Parks 
Depa':rtmcnt, 

In the opinion of the Parks Department s1.1fficicnt work remains to be completed 
in the area previously authorized by Council to keep the men employed 
creatirg ua::able trails until the available L. I. P. resources are d cpleted. That 
some of this work must be completed on a. non- mechanized basis is to be expected 
1n that the purpose of the project is to provide a uscable pedestrian trailway 
in a tracli.tionnlly inaccessible al'ca, 

D. ]J~COMME~DATION 

,T811: ow 
at.I.. 

Jn light of tho nbovc, iL is rcri.ommonclcd: 

l) THAT tho Burnaby Outdoor Edneation Assnc:intion not lw g1:nntod 
.anthori.t.'.nt.ion t'o dovdnp ndditiot1:d t:ruilwayf, ovor Muni.cipnl proportios i.n 
lho nron oast of PJp()l' /\vu, 

Hospoct.J'ul l,v suhmltltic.l, 
/I 

/ I I I 
• .1-1 I t \,..., _. '.,· :,/,,.. ,,,,, 

/\, .I,, f.'a1·1·, .. 

llllll-:C'l'OI{ OF .PLANNING, 

c,c. Jlal'I;:; rt111l H"<'l'<•nflo11 1\il111i11l.•:lr:1fr11• 
~:(•(•1·1'1:1ry, l 1·11·1::; nnil lt,,;:1•,1:lll()n C'11111111h:• i1111 

l\111.ii('ip:tl 1 :l,·1 I: 
l\l1111ivi11:1l 1-:,1:\IJ\•·1•1· 
J ,, 1.il1 ! ,\ ,• ' ! 
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tj COlJNCIL f·.H:Ellr-JG Mar. 26/73 
•iJ.aa:..~_.r..ft"'-'\11\"'~• .. ai:,~~.!J::..,·· ~:.t.., ... e 

ul'{G Dcnb:i.r-:1e: !we. 
i3urnal:.y 1, I,. C. 
Harc:1 Li , 197 3 

Re: tlature trails R-round Hurnab:r Loi<:11 ( file lt>l9). Karr. 
is progressin1; satisfactorily in locations C and I, ,__iest of i:i})E:r 
street, (see a,t.ta.ched sketch fron: tl",e ndl Dawe .i.::color-y report). 
Ho€( fuel can only ~;-c l)lA.ced on ti1e traih i'ro:m the i i:)cr end of 
foe project. 

We have hired a "Bob-cat 11 tractor for hauling tile ho[ fuel 
at a· cost of ~,13 per i1our. '::e toiH have t::Xilausted our 1.)ermiss­
able .. LIP ::iudr:et b;r the tin:e we rerwll ~hilJ.ips :"3treet. At the 
moment locations A and :a a.rc: out of tiw question to {10:rk in 
.because tnere is no woy of g12:tting l1oe: fuel across Still Creek 
from the.' Sports Con:plex area. 

?or the above reasons we re(]_uest yJei·rr:.ission to a.(:wclop 
trails in area Ii on the sketci1. 'I'hi:3 is an excellent evergreen 
area witn a contrastin1r vef:etation to that found cl.or.er to ti;e 
·1·~1-r.. ·,,, ,•] .... t' .. "~ 'r.,.n1n•1nrrr.,a· •.•it\., ,t n·,, .. ,-1;~,- yo,.,, '""c'· Jd •.... .i.rdl ... cons,,ruc 10n C,.,, r)_ , .. ,.u "':,'' "· •• ou .e~-'-'•l: '-•,/ /,.u .ti 

. llog fuel. I have checked ·,iith i'.r. lieil Dawe anu :1e was ver;r . 
pleased that .we would consider putting trails into area Ii at t.hil.: 

. tir:ie. 

We are currcntl:r err.r:loying t;:eJ.ve u.ncn:pJ.oyed r.ien ond by next 
wecl\ we will have fifteen. 

We want to be able to teep these r:-.en emplo;:cd so I ,:ould 
appreciate this r..utter to be com,j dcred at the earliest or-· 
port unit:: . 

if 

'l'hank :,,·ou for the Consideration wh:icJ1 t]lj.s letter w.i.lJ receive. 

H, H, nardncr 
Project Dire~tor 
'J'lw 1J1;rr1a1,,',r (;utdoor 
J:.d1.1cnt.lon .llsr;oc:i 11t,lo1J . 
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LAKE NATURE TRAILS PROPOSED BUR.'lASY 
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