
14. Re: Greater Vancouver Regional District Inform.ntion Pamphlets 

Mr. D. J. (Bud) Elsie, Public Relations and Communications 
Consultant, has written a letter to the Clerk asking if the 
Municipality will mail a Greater Vancouver Regional District 
Information Pamphlet to Burnaby property owners with tax 
notices in May. Following is an excerpt from the letter: 

"Three years ago the Greater Vancouver Regional District 
prepared a small pamphlet describing its powers and 
functions. With the cooperation of the municipalities in 
the region, over 200,000 of the pamphlets were distributed 
with 1970 tax notices. 

The GVRD has assumed additional responsibilities and 
functions in the last three years. This week the Regional 
District executive approved the preparation of a new 
pamphlet outlining the GVRD's role, how it works, what 
it does, etc, We would again like to enlist the cooperation 
of the municipalities in distributing the pamphlet, which 
we would have ready by the end of February. It will likely 
be four panels, folding to a size of approximately 3~ inches 
by 7 inches and weighing possibly 1/2 an ounce (it will 
likely be printed on 60 lb. paper)." 

A copy of the GVRD pamphlet that was distributed in 1970 is 
attached for the information of Council. 

The Treasurer advises that plans have already been made to include 
with the mailing of 1973 tax notices the following items of informa
tion: R.C.M.P. "Stop Thief" brochure, an article that explains 
the Provincial Home-Owner Grant Act and a bulletin that contains 
miscellaneous information of interest to Municipal residents. 
All of the preceding items can be mailed in an envelope that 
requires eight cents postage. 

If the subject GVRD pamphlet is included with the mailing of tax 
notices, postage costs will increase by approximately.$1,800. 
It is therefore recommended that the pamphlets not be mailed with 
notices in 1973, but that consideration be given to the mailing 
of the pamphlets with notices in 1974 if this meets with the 
approval of the GVRD. 

Mr. Elsie has advised that the proposal to distribute the subject 
pamphlets will not be implemented if a sufficient number of Councils 
reply in the negative. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

THAT Greater Vancouver Regional District Information Pamphlets 
not be distributed with tax notices in May, 1973; and 

THAT Mr. Elsie be advi.sccl that the Municipality wlll consider 
inclusion of the pamphlets with tax notices in 1974; and 

THAT a copy of this report be sent to Mr, Elsie, 



The full board meets at le:ist once a month, usually 
the last Wednesday in the month. Its meetings 
arc open to the public and the press. The 
Board's nine-man executive usually meets once or 
twice a month. 

The District's offices arc a\ 2294 
\\'est 10th /\venue, Vancouver. 

WHA-f IS n:E REPr!~S:::t.ffATION F~O~,i 
E/-.C:H o:=- TVii.:'. 17 ri!i,~r-13ER 

In all but the three provincially-administered areas 
(University Endowment Lands, Bowen ls:and, 
loco-Guntzen) the representative (or representatives) 
is appointed from the local municipal or city 
council. Because the provincially-administered 
are~s do not have lo::8/ councils, their . 
reprcsentativc:s to the 11cgional District are 
C'lc..:tcc:! directly by the electors. 

Each of the 17 member municipalities has one 
vote for every 20,000 population. Members with less 
than 20,000 population h;ive one vote. The 
District Board is composed of 22 representatives 
-officially called directors - who have a 
total or 56 votes. 

Vancouver has 5 directors with a total of 21 votes; 
Elurn:iby 2 directors with a total of 6 votes; 
Surrey 1 director with 5 voles; Coquillam 1 director, 
3 votes; Delln 1 director, 2 votes; Frnser Mills 
1 director, 1 vote; New Westminster 1 director, 2 
votes; North Vnncouver City 1 director, 2 votes; 
North Vancouver District 1 director, 3 votes; Port 
Coquiliam 1 director, 1 vote; Port Moody 1 director, 
1 vote; Richmond 1 director, 3 votes; West 
Vancouver 1 director, 2 votes; White Rock 1 director, · 
1 vote; University Endowment lands 1 director, 
1 vote: Bowen Island 1 director, 1 vote; 
loco-Buntzcn 1 director, 1 vote. 

The first chairman of the Greater 
Vancouver Regional District was Aid. Earle 

• Adams of Vancouver, who served for 
two and a hali years, from its inception 
until the end of 1969. The Chairman for 
1970 is Mayor Ron Andrews of North 
Vancouver District and the Deputy Chair
man Mayor Robert Prittic of Burntiby. 
Members of the 1970 Executive Committee 
are lvlayor Andrews, Mayor Prittie, 
Mayor Tom Campbell of Vancouver, Aid. 
Ernie Broome, Vancouver, Mayor Henry 
Anderson of Richmond, Mayor Alex 
Forst of West Vancouver, Mayor iJuaald 
Morrison of Delta, Mayor Muni Evers -
of New We5trninster and Mr. Allan Kelly of 
the University Endowment Lands. 
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It is a public body composed of elected 
rcpr0sent:1tives from 6 cities, 8 district municipalities 
and 3 pro'.'incb1 government administered areas 
in Greater V:.mcouver. It is, in effect, a federation 
ol 17 ncighbourino but autonomous municipalities. 
The regional district concept was established 
by the Provincial Government; there are 28 different 
regionul districts in British Columbia. 

The Gre:itcr Vancouver Regionol District held 
its first meeting on July 12, 1967. 

Y.n ;o J\~:c ·f; ~2 11 r..·1cr.-~;..=;r:ns (Jr-:- Tt-:E 
C:~ ;-:~:~~·t·t:;1 ·\:,'.:.i·!CC';U•1 ~:"'! r~i'.:GIC:-~P .. L 
lJ!S.iF;iCT? 

VancoU\•er. West Vnncouver, North Vancouver 
District, North Vancouvur City, Burnaby, 
New Westminster, Coquillam, Port Coquitlam, 
Port Moody, Fr::?ser Mills, Richmond, Deila, Surrey, 
VJhite Rock, Uni\•crsity Endowment Lands, 
Bov:cn l:;1and and locc-Buntzcn. 

To:at population living wi!hin the Greater Vancouver 
Regional District, al December 31, 19G9, 
exceeded 1,000,000. 

\",'i-i:"IT IS TH~ PUi1POSE OF 
THE Rr.:GlCfr'./-\L DlSTP.lCT? 

Its prime purpose is to take joint action in 
providing services that are of mutual benefit to 
its members, service that can best be handled 
o., a co-operative basis rather than by" each 
munic:p;:ility on an individuai basis. 

WH/\T FUNCTIOiJS 1-l/,S THE GR~J\TER 
VM..!COiJVEfi REG!ONI,L DISTRICT 
ASSU~!.~D? 

Hospitals, regional planning, air pollution 
control and marketing of bond issues for 
public works in member municipalities. 

... ,,,., ..... -~~ ....... ,.., .. , -· -~ .. •. . --·- ..... ; -·-

IS IT cmmr.::rJTLY COilSiVSFl:i'lG 
AS£Ul;ft~=:tTt0~-J OF c,1-: .. :E:·7i SEf~\11Ci:S? 
Yes, it is considering assumption of a number 
of other services including water supply and 
sewage disposal, transportation, major parks, · 
public housing, garbage disposal and the 
constrnction and operation of a juvenile 

detention home. 

VJl-lAT HAS THE OlSTFHCT 
/\CC0~:1PU3Hl::D?' 
It has allocated, in two years, over $45 million 
for badly-need'ed hospital facilities throughout the 
region. The money is provided from the 
$51 million bylaw approved by ratepayers in 
October, 1967. Debt charges on funds borrowed 
for hospital purposes are shared by the 
provincial government (60%) and the 
Regional District (40% ). 
Hospital planning on a regional basis avoids the 
possibility of costly duplication by providing 
facilities where they will best suit the needs of 
all the people in the area. 
Funds for construction, equipment or planning 
have been allocated to virtually every eligible 
hospital in the region including the 
Burm,by Genara! in Burnnby; the Lions Gate 
Hospital on the N:>rth Shore; the Surrey Memorial 
in Surrey; the Royal Columbian and St. Mary's in 
New Westminsl•.!r; the Children's, Vancouver 
General, St. Paul's, St. Vincent's, Holy Family, 
G. F. Strong Rehabilitation Centre and Mount St. 
Joseph's hospitals in Vancouver: the Richmond 
General in Richmond, the Peace Arch District 

Hospital in White Rock. 
In addition to hospitals, the .District has 
established an elricient administration system, 
moved into the field of regional planning 
(while leaving. local planning in the hands of 
individual municipali:ies),. initiated an extensive 
rapid transit study, is preparing air pollution control 
regulations and raised funds, through the sale 
of bond issues, for municipalities. 
To assist in Hs decision-making, tho District 
Board is aided by a number of advisory bodies, 
including ihe Hospital Advisory Commjttee which is 
composed or hospital and .medicarauthorities. 
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Aadition to Surrey Memorial Hospital. 

built at a cost of SS.1 million. 

\"J}:O D~CIDES '.;J;-~;\T FtJI·.!Cii:; •. :S 
T!-iE REG;c;l,!f..,L Di~-t"R~C·f 
WILL ASSU!'>,'l!='.? 
lhe members themselves, by majority vote:When 
it was suggested, for instance, that air pollution 
control should be a responsibHity of the Regional 
District the matter was considered by a special 
committee, by the individual local councils 
and then by the Regional District Board. 
Board members voted unanimously that it should 
be a Regional District function. 

DOES n:E REG!Oi-:AL DISTR1CT 
J-lf.;VE ~O'.'/ER TO LEVY Tf~~ES? 

No. Unlike metro governments, regional districts 
do not have direct taxing authority. lhey 
cannot impose millrates or collect taxes from 
ratepayers. The municipalities that benefit from a 
particular function or service share the cost. 
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