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23. Re: Letter from Hr. C.B. Pritchard, 8003 Hunter Street 
Recreational Progrnm for Youth 

Staff Cor:;nonts 

Appearing on the Agenda for the November 6, 1972 Council Meeting is 
a request from Mr. C, B. Pritcbard dated October 25, 1972, for a 
comprehensive recreational program for the youth of the community. 
Following is a reply from the Parks and Recreation Administrator: 

'i'he Stai'f· has considered the cornr.,cnts of :Vil". Pritchard' s letter dated October 25-th,1972, 
·to the l·Ianager and Council, and would off er t.he followi.ng corr .. -nents: 

· All reservation facilities .u..'1der the jurisdiction o:f the Parks and Recreation Department 
must <of necessity be operated on a controlled and program:acd basis, while at tho same 
time. attc;:ipti.ng to offer as much opportunity as possible to exercise freedora. of choice 
and •. action in the pursuit ofJ,.uolfo choice oi' leisure. ':'-ctivity • 

. '' ,. '. . 

It i:i.s not reasonable orrosponsible to offer a 11solect, 11 group of yom,g people a 
·.· pcirticular. · degree of ac.cess and freedom to f;~1.tisfy their e:-..-prossed requiremen'.,s wh<m 
many.other young people and aduits have ro.1):..~ossed, wl1on viewed objectively, ~qua1ly 
imp?rtant needs which Parks & Recreation Staff are attempting to meet t,hroi.;gh optifilm.i 
> ~lotraent of ~pace andprovis~on of appropriate supervised act:i.vities. 

}11le.ybung people in theC~9,rles Th.u;;mel Ce.itro;?. area have iJ1.formal, supel·viGcd prog .. ~GI::rr:es 
ayailable to them on i'lednesdays; 8:15p.m. to 10:00; .r.:i.; Saturdays 2:30p.ra. to 5:00pon:.• 
and,Sundays 7:00p~r.i. ·l;o 10:00p.m. 

· Staff remain confident that the above noted aJJ.otment of ,c.ime is adequate, esp0cially 
· in J.ight. .of the shortage of priru.e time in this centre, :i.n relation to the expressed 
.iieeds .of this particular youth group. 

o,:mership of the pool table (mention in Mt> o P-.citchard vs letter) is not held by any 
pa.rtfcula:r youth group. · It was purchased by the Corporation, .from Kunicipal fu.'1ds, 
for public use, 

Thc?use of Sea.i'orth School activity room has been suggested to ·chis youth group, howev01·~ 
they have not responded to this suggestion. 

Availability_ of the old scr:ool house \•ri.11 be examined as a potential youth clu'.:> centre. 
This type of special .facility can lend itself to the type of 11frcedom11 the youth groups 
wiµh to exercise, unlike a multi-use and intorest buildiT'IJ like Charles Rur.-imel Centre. 

n. Conclusion 
Your Administrator concurs with the staff corr .. --.wnts noted above and the courf;o of o.ctio:1 
suggested as a potential approach to n.lleviat:i.ne the concern c.:q,:rcsscd in ;.1;.~. P.i.'itchatd ~s 
correspondence. forks and Recreation stafi' will continue to exorci:iu optirnuu1 judGc,;1ent. 
and prof onoional e;,.,.lJcl~tise in ensuring that or/d;;,um. uso j,:') m,:de oi' all 1·esou.'.'cou .:incl 
.facilltios in objoctivoly sati::;i'yi11J{ tho roc1·0-.tionn.J. ncicds of tho co~,·"-uunity. 11 

RECOMME@Nl'IOIJS: 

TIIAT n copy of th:f.s niport lie, irnnt to Mi:, C.ll. Prlt:d1nr,l; and 

TIIAT n copy of Lhlr: rq10rt ln• flcinl: Lo t:lw Pnrk:-1 1111d Rt•r•.rcintlon 
Cnrnrnlr;:don for inforn1nt:Jon <)nly. 




