
8. Re: Letter dated May 1, 1972, from 
Mr. D. F. Cole, 2080 Jordan Drive 
Enclosure of Water Course 

Attached you will find R copy of n report dated May 10, 
1972, fro~ the Planning Director recommending that the water 
cour-se not be enclosed, and a copy of a report dated Hay 11, 
1972, from the Engineer recommending that the water course 
be enclosed. 

· The Municipal Manager has mixed feelings about this subject 
but he is inclined to recommend that the water course be 
ericlosed for the reasons noted by the Engineer . 

.. ' 



Planning Department, 
May·io, 1972. · 

.· .. 

TO: .iiun.icipal Manager. 

Fiom:Planriing Director. 

Retention of Natural Creek, 
Letter from hlr. D. F. Cole ~ated hlay 1,1972. 

The loc~iicm •6:f•:the creek: refk1·red to in the 'above letter is slio,v~ on. 
: "the .attic·11ed ·'sketch, as is the( proposed.subdivision (Ref. 18/72) 
'Which ha:s l.ed :to : the question of ¢1osure of:. the Ci·eek ~ 

The policy of ·the Plannfr1g Department in respect to natural creeks is 
to f~voir th~ir retention as natural features.within the subdivision, 

'where they .have a high environmental quality, where the banks can be 
stibilized and ~looding problems can be prevented. 

<-trth··•·e· ••sies•.-·cf.,n0;,:n~•os··•.•r1..'dt.ae··nr••.·.·.:at-t·:: 1~101a115t a- degree of· c-omprehensi veriess be attached·• to 
· as small portions· of natural creek, divided lJy 

flreas· o!_ C\1.Jyer.ting, can cre~te problems. . . 

.. 11/ th~ ev~ilt' tli~ t a case c"annot be made £ or the: pi·eserva tion of "the 
watercourse in·· its natural state I then it is a re(Juirement of · sub- · 
division-servicing that the watercourse be enclos~d at the developer's 
expense. 

In this case the developer has been provided with an approximate 
estimate of $2-1,,900, for enclosing· the watercou1·sc· as a pa.rt of his 
~onditional subdivision approval, and this has undoubtedly led to the 
concern ex~resscd by residents who have property abutting the west 
bank of the watercourse. 

Having exa~ined the watercourse and agreeing with the argument of the 
amenity value to the adjacent propcrtios, the Pltil)ning Dc!partnwnt is 
of the opinion that a cuso can be made for preserving tho Creel~ in 
its natural state and would so rccomrnencl, uv1;in though this is n rela
tively sh()rt length oJ unenclosed watcrcour~Jc:; 

Coupled with tM.s recommendation should be n. c:oncli tion that the sub
divider prcscmt landscape and engineering drawings showing how tho 
east bank of th,.) watercour::10 will b(1 treatc)d, ll.nd the ex:lsting lnrge 
t1·ecs wllic h line thu bank prosorvcc.l. 

AP:ob 
Attach, 
CC: ~l\l n .le j, pal ;~nrt :l. ncili r 

Munic::i.r,a.l Cl(H1l, 

a ,7 
/ ;1t:,,./j.t,\,.,.\// 

A, L. Pnrr, 
PJ ,A NH l NG m HIW'l'O H, 
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TO: 

FROM: 

THE COf:PORATlON OF TilE D!STfl!CT OF 8URNt;r;y 
INTER-OfflCE C0/.\1,IUtHCATION 

DEPARTMEMT: 

Huni<:ipal i~nr;ineGl' DEPARTMEtlT: 

·,: ,,· .' : ,t·. , .. 1 

I,' , J ~ 

, .... -:••.,•·r: 
'- ••• > ·- ·~ 

DATE: Lay 11, 1:)72 

OUR FILE # 

SUBJECT: /.iubdi vision hcJ. ,.:1[:.~/7~~ 
YOUR FILE # Bnc:losurc o.C ;'latcrcou1·sc IJc:t\'<een S;x,rlinr; i·, .J6rclan. 

This ref crs to a letter rccci ved 9th Tl:ay 1972 from l-lr. .0. F. 
Cole and othe1·s in the 2000 ~:ncl 2100 HJ.ock Jordan ,jri vc. 

In accordance wi tl1 establislwcl policy 1·ogal'cling 1;:n.tercourses 
in subdivisions tho .:tbove nn1:10tl subt:i vision hn.s been processed 
with the rc,:~uirci:1ent that the wa tc~1·c:um'se along i.:he wcstel'ly 
etlge of tho subdi,,j.sion be •Jnclos-c::c;. 'IiiL'-- rc1.:,uirm;1crnt has been 
in effect for some time and reconfirmed by Council as recently 
as last year in connectio» ~ith a wntercourso through a sub
division on Li£tcr Court, west of Carleton Avenue. To restate 
the reasoning for this watercourse piping rc~uiraraent we 
submit the following: 

(1) Watercourses, aft0r housing devclopraent adjacent thereto, 
have on most occasions be:cor,w rt source of c:owplaint to tl,e 
new hom) owners, and because of erosion or fea:i' of cllildrc.::n f'all:i.ng 
in hav2 resul tee' in the de1;1and by the owners to lrn vc the 
watercourse enclosed. As a rac.:ont exumplo, ~e cite th~ 

(2) 

(3) 

Iucadcclalc -_:mtercourse ll'ilic.:h was le:i.' t open at the tili1c oJ 
subc:ivision ancl \.'ithin one yc;:1.x- h.::cl to be cnclosc,d by the 
Corporntion at a cost of over J20,000. This ~as done to 

· meet the de1:iands of tlle new o\:nc1·s. 

This pn.rticulnr v:aten.:our:;;e was enclosed lru;;t year by the 
dcvclopeor to the sou tl1. 'the s,,,:;c Y:a tercouri:;e: is being 

_ enclosed by developer~ to the east ot S:x:rling anc; if the 
subdivision j_n tU(:,::tion is lc:ft opcn 1 it woulci be one o:i: 
only t\i'O ::-.;octio11~, le:f t 0fJ811 betY:-:::cn II;ilif ,i;~ a.nd Droadway. 

Wheil s\:)ctions ol i.'at.::-rcourscs :,~1'() p1-r1:::d and sections loJ't 
open, it leon vos a l:a/~urc:ous inta::(: t, cn,c turc at th\; 
beginuing oJ cacl1 pi 1x,C: S(~ction. Er::.'r,1·c'.ous J ror.1 the r:.::tnnd-
point o:C pos~;;:LbJ C) bloc::au:c by c:cbr:i.s nm, r;c:J.';i.ous J'looc1irq', 
·of b:-tS8i1Wnts cio\·mstn:ar,1 amJ \·ta:;~nnloui::; to tl,L possibiJ.ity 
of chiJ.d1·'-~n lwinc, cn.r:riec:, 01· tL:.cour.:·Ji ti!e;.1• u·,·,:n c:i.'J.'ort::;~ 
gottinr:; into the :~uta::0 and lJ::.d.!1['; crtiTir1(, ,t\:;cy t1o\'.n th~ 
pipo. \/<:j hnu an un:L'o1·tuJJatn ;Lnc:i.c1cul lu~;t ·.·i 11 Lcr when ,i 
c.:bilc oi' ;,:1·, J. H. ':'!aJ.:: .r, 2'.~U(; Jrn·u,i.n 1.;l':i..vc (lw u·utu n::;, 
c:opy at cadwd) 1;:'.•.1iD.f.;,.:(i to ::;r_u,-•,.:.c-::.;- !,Li,-.,clf tl,rr,u;~ll l.he 
ei<;llt :il)(•j; .':jXtccr; :::~,~cl bn.r:a: ())'r1l1.·t.inc~ tllu )11tnl.1.: n.nd 
vm~3 \;(1.:-;J!ud s,.)vc1:;ll bund .. :cc; i.'c•u L c;o-.-.,n i;:1:<1 pi pc to i::rorH:\'iP.y. 
Fui:tun;:.ti:.:ly tlw lioy ·,:,f:_;: 1JC,L: ::,e:1.·;ioti'd:,1 i.nj1.11·u·, '1':1i:; pn:
E:r::i, Ls n :.-: \;.1·011;.; :•. r; ;uw n G _ :t:, a :i Ji::; l 1w v j n ;; :, ;s -~•.:;.'Cum·:· L ~; . pn 1· ~ l;;: 
p:ilJUl.i rti)(: 

1
.:,:\.1: cJ.:1 C) 1K 11 '..:i. ,::1. l:;.r..: J'i,•:;u.i l:.1.n1,; h:::1.,t,'1.,uu:; int:L;·.·_;:,,. 
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Pat_:E' ~~ oi.' L'-- 1;,__,·1· to :,itu1i( ipal :ia1::1:-,i:·:.· f1·or.-, ;:un:ic·i11:11 .:•;il;~iuc,c1· 
re s.r.i. J.G/7!~ - cnclo::::urc u.i. ,.;tl:t;1·,:ou1·:.:;c b 1 't\1..;t;11 :-::1:."TLi..ng and 
J<)l'c;c11. , .. a • c •••••••••• v ••••• " o " •.•••• , o ..... ;;i ,, ••••• 11 ;1lr~ y 1 f,7 :~., 

This p,~r t:i.culal' :.;ubdivision anc, i L~; \.atci1·coitJ:;;,:c itc: u1~L~tJual as 
it 1:1e:anc;1..,rs al0:1[~ the l'8J.l' o:r tile :ntb,ii vL~:ion n.( jr.u'n t to ,--..nd. 
in fact p:-u:tiaU.y in ;\Hl; out of p.:·up,,rtic;c-: 1~ith iwui,ui., -:stn.b
lishcc; :for somc y8ars ,.,itL 011c lwu::;:" nppn.runtly 01·:Lcnted towan:s 
the ''l::t tcl'C()U];'£j(;. 

In vie:'w of the £act ti1at v:E) have aln-:!acly had two incicionts' of 
cor,iplica Lions 1·csu1 tinr; i'1·c)m open :·,c·c tions of this ·,,'£? te1·coun;c 
(i,1r. \\'ah:cr's cllt~,i g::td.11 6 into :L,o :L11to..:S.e st;ructu:ce and 
floodi:w· of a ba;:;cw.:mt and unc;cn1ininr·: o:f r-.. s:i.til:\'>'ali:~ <./Ul'ing 
a stori/'in the :('o.11 o:E li . .i'i'l), y;,;: n1·~ limi.blli to rccor,mcn<i d0:x~:ci:ur0 
from the estn.lJlisli()C: polil:y oi l'':i,,uid.11g cnelosur(:; of ,;.:atcr
courses in subc i ,·L:.icn~,. it is ftd. t ·clla-c t:tc: Co1·poJ.·r. i.:ion woulc: 
be put iuto a po i.:u11U.ally,·1n·(Jcn.rious uorn.l and l•:::t~·al position ii' 
it uero to so dc~art from policy. 

CC: Municipul Planner 
MU1iici p,ll CL:::ck 
Municipal Solicitor 

I~o };. Glson, 
J;'.1JNI Cl?AL ENGINT~ER. 
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Corporation of Burnaby, 
4949 Canada Way, 
Burnaby, B. C. 

Attention: Mr. E. E. Olson, 
Municipal Engineer. 

Gentlemen: 

MR. J~ n. Walker, 
2290 Jordan Drive, 
Burnaby, B. C. 

March 24, 1972 

~ ,, 

We have during.the past two weeks discussed what I consider to 
be a serious probleminvolving the Corporation of Burnaby, and 
the purpose of this letter is to summerize the facts of a near
fatal incident, which is of concern to me and I know to be of 
concern.to other families in our neighborhood. 

' ,. 
' 

As I reported to you and Alderman Drummond, my 11 year.old son 
was involved in an accident that could have turned into a fatality. 
I am attaching to this letter a free hand sketch of the situation 
which indicates the problem. My son managed to get himself 
through the bars on the open end of the drainage culvert, carrying 
a running stre.arn of water, located on the West side of Jordan Drive 
in the Southerly direction to Broadway .. The running force of the 
water carried my son through the underground culvert and he 
emerged at the open end near Broadway Street. Needless to say, it 
was a harrowing experience for all persons involved and fortunate 
at this date, that we are net d~scussing a fatality at an inquest. 

The major point of concern is that if an 11 year old boy can get 
through the grating and be carried through the culvert by the 
rush of water, what would happen if a 2, 3 or 4 year old child got 
into the same situation; was not able to swim and paniced under 
a similar circumstance. Since I consider this to be a public 
water course; I therefore consider this to be a problem for the 
Municipality of Burnaby to provide adequate protection to the 
life of individuals. · 
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Mr. Olson. 
:P~ge 2, 

In addition ···to the foregoing problem and· the· situation I 
outlined· to you as well, is that on the south side of Parkdale 
Crescent.there are 2 or ·3 vacant ·lots, one of which has been 
excavated and full of free standing water. This o~en excavation 
of water also opposes a hazard which I feel should be corrected 
by either back filling the excavation to remove the water, or 
providing an adequate fence around the free standing water. 

I thank you for your concern J:.o date in .our -probiem and look 
forward 'to:.:hearing positive ·results to correct these situations: 

!·--·--•--·---·•·,. ... , 
••o,, I' • • 
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