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~ MANAGER'S REPORT NO. 1 
i· 

. /.' COUNCIL MEETING Jan. 

9. Re: Draft Sign Bylaw. 

Following is the report dated December 28, 1971, from the Planning 
Director regarding the above. 

I 

'The Manager concurs with the recommendations made by the Planning 
Director. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

THAT the Solicitor be asked to prepare ~he necessary bylaw as 
outlined in this report; and 
THAT the bylaw be brought forward. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

Planning Department, 
December 28, 1971. 

our file #02. 230/4173. 

"RE: DRAFT SIGN BYLAW. 

A. BACKGHOUND 

The draft Sign Bylaw was prepared in May, 1971, following the receipt of 
comments and suggestions from the Building,Engineering and Legal De
partments. This was followed by the submission of the proposed sign 
regulations to the Council and their referral to the Advisory Planning Com
mission for study and comment. The Commission subsequently agreed to 
solicit the views of various sign manufacturer's associations and other interested 
groups. Letters inviting comments on the proposed sign standards were sent 
to the following organizations: Neon Products of Canada Limited,Wallace Neon 
Limited, Community Planning Association of Canada (B. C. Division), Com
munity Arts Council and the Citizen's Council on Civic Development. 

At an earlie-r meeting of the Commission verbal comments were made by 
l'ep-resentatives of the Citizen's Council on Civic Dtivelopmcnt and the Illumi
nated Sign Manufacturers Association of B. C. A number of points were 
raised whi.ch the Com mission folt should he taken into consideration bcf01.·e 
fl~alizing the Bylaw, Council then clit•cclecl the Planning Department to prepare 
a f4rthcr t'eport on this matter for the consicloration of the Commission. 

W1·ltlcn submissions were subsequently roccivccl on the proposed Sign Bylaw 
regulations from the Jllumlnatod Sign Mnnufnctm·crs Assocation of 13. C, and 
the B. C. Division of the Community Pl.nnnlng Assoc:latlon of Canada. '!'ho 
Plnnnlng Department has nlso hold two meetings w !th reprosontalivos of the 
former nssoeintion. 

A sumnrn1·.v of the main points rnisod li,v thoso diS<!llHflions, submissions nnd 
tho earllor comn1CJ11ls of thu Advisory Pl:mnlng Crnnn1lr,:slo11 1 togothor with our 
own t'(1 1ilr1,•ki-1, was propnrod :111rl lnclrnlocl in tlio Pl:111ni111{ l)npn.t•t11rnnl's report 
of DocC1mlwt· 2, 10'71, to tho c,,111rnis:;!011, 
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Draft Sirrn Bda\\' -2- Dec. 28, rn,1. 

As a result, a number of changes were proposed to the original draft of the 
Sign Bylaw. Copies of this summary, tho recommended changes and the revised 
Sign Bylaw are attached to this report. 

B. THE REPOH.T OF THE ADVISOHY PLANNING COl\E\IISSION 

c. 

The Advisory Planning Commission reviewed the proposed Sign Bylaw on 
December 9, 1971, and made the following recommendations: 

(1) That a provision be included to prohibit political signs in the Municipality. 

(2) That the Planning Department 'be directed to 1·eview revolving signs 
with a view to devising a system whereby not al! such signs would be 
prohibited, providing a constant light intensity were maintained. 

(3) That the Planning Department's sign regulation recomme·ndations be 
adopted with the exception of items (1) and (2) above. 

Political Signs - The Council, in dealing with the recommendation of the 
Adviso1·y Planning Commission on this subject (December 20, 1971), gave 
consideration to two proposed resolutions. The first was to prohibit 
political signs altogether, the second was to prevent such signs from locating 
011 public property but to permit them to occupy other sites, subject to certain 
size limitations. This second alternative was passed by the Council and is 
incorporat~d into. the accompanying amended draft Sign Bylaw regulations. 

Revolving Signs - In reviewing this matter, as recommended by the Commission, 
it is our opinion that revolving or rotating signs, like flashing signs are 
unnecessary as they attract excessive attention to the detriment of other signs 
and to the hazard of vehicular traffic. While it may be argued that such signs are 
required in order to stand out from other signs in multi-signed areas, the 

· proposed regulations will establish standards which are designed to ensure 
the visibility of all advertising in an inoffensive and attractive manner. 

Where no regulations exist, there is a tendency for each business to. construct 
progressively larger and larger signs, including 1·evolving signs and flashing 
signs, to avoid being hidden from view by advertising on neighbouring properties. 
The proposed standards should alleviate this problem and reduce the present trend 
towards the proliferation of signs, particularly in the commercial districts 
of the Municipality. In addition, as stated above revolving signs are visually 
distracting and a traffic ho.zai:-d. For these reasons, the Planning Department 
would not recommend the introduction of this type of sign into the draft Sign 
Bylaw. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

It'ls recommended that Council endorse the revised drn.ft, and pass the 
necessary Sign Bylaw. 

Haspcc:Lfully suhmitLc1d, 

//z_//?,~//' 
A, L. Pnt·r, 
nmEC'l'(ll{ 0[,' PLANNING • 

. LtBC:ow 
n.tL. 
c, c, Chlof n11Jl.<1Jng- Jnnpoot.or 

Munlelpnl. Clor\i. 
1\1 LIiii u ipnl l·:111.,inoo r 
Mt111fclpnl 8olicdtol' 
8011101• Pl11111101• 
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I. SU1\1MARY OF COl\11\IENTS ON THE PllOPOSED SJGN BYLA\\' ilEGULATlONS. 

~ COJ'v1MENTS REMAHKS 

1. Definitions a) The word "support" is included a) The definition of "Sign 
(Section 2) as part of the definition of a Area" would remove this 

sign. &tpporting structures concern, since it specifies 
should be exempted from any al- what is to be included 
lowable area of the adver_tising in calculating the area of a 
sign itself. sign. 

b) The term "billboard" should b) Since the definition of 
be defined. "Freestanding Sign" 

specifically excludes 
billboards, the addition 
of a definition would be 
desirable in order to 
clarify what is meant by 
this term. 

c) The definition of "Sign Area" C) Th"e draft bylaw definition 
should be clarified where facia of "Sign Area" would permit 
signs are concerned. In mru1y the structural changes re-
cases, tasteful facia signs f erred to without including 
are used as a complete facing the wall facing within the 
from the lintel line to the roof area of a facia sign. The 
line and thus, without major definition states that the 
structural change, cover up area of such a sign would-
many unsightly transom win- be included within the 
dows, old fashioned ledges, shortest line surrounding 
etc. The desired 1·esult can the whole group of letters, 
be obtained by using vat·ious. figures or symbols. 
percentage formulae, depending ,. 

on zone, as suggested in the 'i} 
proposed bylaw, but by simply 
stating that the lettering or mes-
sage area be limited to a given 
percentage rather than by using 
the wording "sign area". 

d) The proposed bylaw should make d) Unde-r the proposed definition .• 
a clear distinction between a wall signs are included with 
genuine facia sign and a wall facia signs. The dif-
sign. ferentiating between these 

signs is considered un-
necessa-ry since the permitted 
areas of both are related to 
the wall or the building on 
which they are located. 

e) The definitions of "nnimnted e) We would agr_ee with these 
sign" and "flashing sign" should comments and propose 
be re•-exnmincd in ordc1· to pro- thn.f. the nppllcnblc dcflnitions 
vidc A. cl.onrcr dlstlnctlon be- be 1·cvised in tho light of 
tween tho two nncl nlso to allow them, 
for changing m<.lssag;o nnd nl-
tcrnaiing digital time and tom-
pcrntLn'o signs whl ch, under the 
prosont cloflnltlon1:1 would not he 
pormlttcd, 
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ITEM 

2. General 
Requirements 

(Section 5.1) 

~ ITEM 9 .. 

~,,_\ANAGEn'S REPORT NO. l 

COUNCIL MEETING .!;111. 10/72 

COl\11\1 ENTS 

a) The requirement that the 
weight and makers name be 
permanently attached to the 
interior of a sign seems a 
most unusual place for such 
identification. 

REl\lAHKS 

a) This comment is due to a 
misprint in the bylaw \\'hich 
should read the "exterior" 
of a sign. 

b) The prohibition of billboards b) 
would mean that a billboai·d 
company would be forced to 
p'reserve all the present old 
fashioned 24 sheet posters. 

The retention of the proposed 
regulations that would pro
hibit further billboards 

C) 

d) 

e) 

The replacing of these by 
tastefully landscaped modern 
trios could not be accomplished 
under the proposed regulations. 

Our hope has been to see all out 
outdoor accessory signs of the 
massive billboard size elirni-
nated. A good alternative would 
be to have these in poster size 
only (say 3 by 6 or 4 by 8 feet) 
displayed on attractively. designed 
street level panels at bus stops 
and specially landscaped bench 
areas, which the advertisers 
wonld provide. 

While most people would agree 
that. certain types of flashing 
signs should be lini.ited, care 
should be taken in the wording 
of anti-flashing and anti-re-
volv ing sign regulations. 

We approve of the 9utlawing of 
flashing and ( more particularly) 
rotating signs as proposed in 
the draft bylaw. 

f) Provision should be included 
in the proposed bylaw for the 
removal or non-conforming 
signs within n specified period 
or time (say, 3 years). 

g) Consldcrntlon should be i.;ivcn 
to tho ostablishmcnt of an ncl
vls01·y onvironmuntnl dosig11 
pnncl, 

C) 

d) 

e) 

is strongly recommended. 
Existing billboards would 
gradually disappear as they 
are replaced by development 
or redevelopment of the sites 
on which they are located. 
We concur with the views of 
many neighbouring muni
cipalities in the Lower Main
l;md which do not allow bill
boards. 

We are in agreement with this 1 

comment. The display panels · 
referred to would be permit-
ted under the regulations 
governing fr e.estanding signs. 

See remarks under item 
1 (e) above. 

We agree with this comment 
but propose to clarify the 
applicable definitions to 

,,,.)' 

"; 
'··' 

ensure that such items as time: 
and temperature messages 
are not prohibited. 

f) We agree with this comment 
but this matter has been 
discussed wilh the Municipal 
Solicitor who is of tho opinion 
thnt the Municipal Act does 
not provide for this typo or 
regulation. 

g) This comment hns wiclor 
ramifications that would 
prosumn.hly inuluc.lc buil.cllngs 
IHI well ns slg·ns. Thu Counuil. 
hns rocclvod a l'c)port on tho 
deHlgn pnncl, lJut has not 
nc:l<Jd on it, This h, n :,ulijc)('I. 

whlt'h could lw clwlll. with In 
n Hepnratt: fJlucly, 
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ITEM --
3. General Siting 

and Locational 
Standards 

(Section 5. 3) 

4. Sign Speci
fications 

( Section 5 • 4) 

5, Schedules 

ii ITEM 9 

'~ .,-.'\NAGEn'S BEPORT NO . 

. ; LlJUNCIL MEETING .1~111. 10/72 

C0!\11\IENTS HE!\lAHKS 

a) lt is questionable whether it is a) The proposed regulations 
would not prevent the type good policy to limit the height 

of projecting signs to either the 
parapet or roof level, as there 
arc many situations such as 
Robson Street in Vancouver with 
a miscellany of very narrow, 
one- storey shops where a series 
of neatly installed vertical 
blades say, 8 or 9 feet tall and 
18 inches wide would have been 
preferable to the present maze 
of horizontal installations, each 
blocking the other. 

of sign suggested, except 
on very low buildings. In 
any case, facia signs would 
be preferable under these 
circumstances. Adequate 
suspension can be designed 
without the sign projecting 
above the roof. It is con
sidered desirable to preserve 
the roof lines of buildings in 
order to not interfere with 
their architectural appearance 

a) Rather tha:n establishing a set a) W c would not agree with a 
proposed regulation that would 
vary the amount of pro
jection with the store frontage: 

maximum area for projecting 
signs (70 square feet) , it would 
be preferable to relate the al
lowable projection of double 
faced signs to the width of each 
store front . 

b) We agree with the removal of 
visible· support structures for 
projecting signs, plus their 
elimination from all except 
C3, C4 and C7 Districts. It 
is felt, however, that 70 sq. 
ft. is too large for such signs. 
At this size they will continue 
to clutter and obstruct the 
street vistas. 

Projecting signs are among 
the most unsightly in many 
commercial areas. 

b) See remarks under item 
4 a) above. 

Ii ·' 

c) The maximum height of ro<;>f 
signs ( 4 feet) should ~e in
creased. Such signs should 
be permitted under a formula 
which relates their allowable 
size to the height of the 
building in question which 
compels that they appear as a 
part of the building\vith no 
unsightly structure visible 
from the street. 

c) 
}: 

The proposed regulations ·} 

d) We approve of the limitation of 
roof signs to a height of 4 feet 
above the roof lino and to one
half its length on the display 
side. 

will ensure a good developmen(i; 
standard for this type of 
sign which has contributed 
to the clutter and unsightliness:,: 
of many commercial areas. · ..•.. 

'½.} 

d) We would agree with this 
comrre nt and recommend 
the retention of the proposed 
regulations for roof signs, 

a) The area allowance for canopy a) '!'ho retention of the proposed 
regulations is considered 
desirable in that they provide 
n clh•ect rclatlonshlp bolwocn 
sign nren and the street 
front.age of the lrnllclln).{ to 
which tho sJg·n Is nttrwhrnl. 
'J'ho proposed ro~ulntions wJll 
not pr<.wcmt. tho typo of siJ.~ll 
suggosted. 

signs should bo bnscd on the 
perimeter of tho canopy, not 
on tho street frontage as the 
neatest canopy Is that which hns 
a continuous apron all tho wny 
around I.ho ennopy, regardless 
of whether tho eunopy covm•i:; 
th1Lt whol.o front of I.ho huildin).{ 
or only n sm n I.I portion of H. 
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N COUNCIL MEETIJ,[~.-~~- 10/72 .Ji 
REl\lAHKS 

5. Schedules (cont.) b) We approve of the size control 
of canopy signs in relation to 
lot frontage. 

b) See remarks under item 
5(a) above. 

c) We approve of the size control 
of facia signs in relation to lot 
frontage or display wall. 

c) We agree with this comment. 

d) The permitted sign area for 
freestanding signs in P Dis
tricts (Schedule No. 111) is 
too small. Many large re
creational and institutional 
uses and buildings require 
larger signs to advertise 
sporting events and other 
activities. Also the scale 

d) We do not agree that public 
buildings and institutions 
of this type require large 
signs. However, because 
most of them are located 

of many developments of this 
type is quite large (e.g. Swan
gard Stadium, Century Gardens, 
B.C.I. T., S.F. U., Burnaby 
General Hospital etc.). 

e) While the areas permitted for e) 
freestanding signs seem reason
able, the 30 foot height limit on 

· lots of more than one acre . 
(Schedule V) would be questioned, 
as there are many cases where 
the magnitude of a sh9pping 
centre or a big Safeway is such 
that a 30 foot height limit would 
create a rather squatty appear
ance and make the sign dispro
portionately low to the magnitude 
of the premises involved. Stan
dard Safeway signs, for instance, 
are usually 40 feet in height. 

f) We do not feel that the draft by- f) 
law will reduce the prevalent 
freestandb1g sign, ,vhich is over
sized, mutually obstructing and a 
traffic hazard. Where these signs 
are allowed without relation to the 
size of a lot, they largely eclipse 
smaller structures. With this 
pattern in an area, one gets the 
impression of a street that con
sists of nothing but signs. This 
is particularly so whore heights 
of 20 to 30 feet nncl nrans of 
100 to 200 squnro feet arc al
lowable, 

on large sites, fairly sizeable 
facia and canopy signs would 
be permitted since their 
areas are directly related to 
the frontage of the property. 

The Comprehensive Sign Plan :: 
regulations (Section 6. 4) ' 
would allow exceptions to the 
established standards and 
permit signs to be properly 
integrated and related to the ''t •· 

scale of a shopping centre .. 
or other commercial develop-:.'.. 
ment. It is therefore quite 
possible that a 40 foot sign . , 
would be permitted as part of i 
such a plan, particularly if 
a large project were involved.·/ 

It is our view that the sign 
areas proposed in the Bylaw 
are reasonable and should 
be retained. 
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II. PHO POSED DYLA\\' HEVISIONS 

1. 

2. 

The addition of a definition for tho term "Billboard". 

"BILLBOARD" means an exterior structure displaying advertising material 
. of a non-accessory nature, pasted or otherwise affixed flat to the face of 
such structure and which exceeds an area of 200 square feet. 

The revision of the definitions of "anim3:tcd sign" and "flashing sign" to ensure 
that changing message and alternating digital time and temperature signs 
are not excluded within the Sign Schedule sections of the By law. 

"SIGN A:t\Th'lATED" means and includes: 

a) An illuminated sign which exhibits changing or moving colour effects 
maintained at a constant intensity of illumination. 

b) A sign, illuminated or non-illuminated, which includes moving letters, 
symbols, changing messages or multi-panel copy changers but which 
shall exclude, for the purposes of this Byk1.w, time clocks or revolving 
signs. 

"SIGN, FLASHING" means an illuminated sign which contains flashing lights 
or exhibits noticeable changes in light intensity but which shall exclude, 
for the purposes of this Bylaw, alternating digital time and temperature 
signs. 

3. The addition of a definition for the term "revolving sign". 

4. 

"SIGN,REVOLVING" means any sign, all or a part of which revolves or 
rotates, or partly revolves or rotates, but which shall exclude, for the 
purposes of this Bylaw, animated signs. 

The .correction of Clause 3 of Section 5.1 (General Requirements) to 
read as follows: 

· · "Every sign shall have its weight and the maker's name permanently attached 
to or painted on the exterior of the sign". 

5. The revision of Clause 8 of Section 5.1 (General Requirements) as follows: 

"Signs that are not specifically permitted in this Bylaw are hereby prohibited. 
Without restricting or limiting the. generality of the provisions of the foregoing, 
the following sig11s are specifically prohibited: 

a, Balcony signs and signs mounted or supported on a balcony. 

b, Billboards .. 

r,, Any sign that obstructs n.ny part of a doorway or fire escape, 

d, Flashing signs, 

e, Revolving signs. 

6, The revision C>f Clause 2(a) of Section a. 3 (Prol.lminru·y Plnn Approval) to 
include the foll.owing: 

"The cllmonsions, mnlrnr's name nnd weight of tho sign nncl, wh,Jro npplicahlo, 
tho dlmcnslonH of tho wall surfac() of tho Int Jlding- to whkh H is to ho nttnehc.:d. 11 

7, 'l'ho ncldltlcm o.f C2, 1\15 and l\HJ Dil-it1·icts to Sehrn.lul.o No. IV of tho Bylaw, 

23 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE DISTRICT OF' BURNABY 

BYLAW NO. 

The Council of the Corporation of the District of Burnaby enacts as follows: 

SECTION 1 SHORT TITLE 

This Bylaw may be cited for all purposes as the "Burnaby Sign Bylaw, 1972". 

SECTION 2 DEFINITIONS 

In this Bylaw, unless the context otherwise requires: 

"SIGN" means any structure, device, advertisement, advertising device or visual 

repr~sentatio11 intended to advertise identify, or communicate information or 

attract the attention of the public for any purpose and without prejudice to the 

generality of the foregoing includes any symbols, letters, figures, illustrations or 

forms painted or otherwise affixed to a building or structure and any beacon or 

searchlight intended to attract the attention of the' public for any purpose and also 

any structure or device the prime purpose of which is to support, border, illum-

inate, animate or project a visual representation, provided, however, that this ,, 

definition shall not be held to include official notices issued by any Court or public 

office or officer in the pefformance of a public or official duty, and traffic control 

signs as defined in the "Motor Vehicle Act". 

"AWNING" means a temporary hood or cover which projects from the wall of a 

building, 

"BUILDING INSPECTOR" moons the person appointed from time to time by tho 

Cow10il or Chief Building Inspector of the Corporation of the District of Bltrnnby, 

"CANOPY OR MARQUEE" moans n permnnont hood or cover which projects fro:n 

the wall of a building, but docs not include n projocting roof. 

"CORPOHA'.l'JON OH MUNrCJP/\ Ll'l'Y" monns tho Corporntlon of tho Dlstrlct of 

Blll'lll'lhy. 

2G 



r,llll------------'.,;;/!S:.· ~· 
ITEM 9 

MANAGER'S REPOHT NO. 1 

COUNCIL MEETING .fan. 10/7 '.: 
li!III-IIIS~--•~AVtttlMP- Stf 

"COUNCIL" means the :Municipal Council of Tho Corporation of tho District of 

Burnaby.· 

"DISTRICT" means Zoning District, as designated on the Official Zoning Map of 

the Corporation, and described in the District Regulations of the Burnaby Zoning 

Bylaw, 1965. 

"LANE" means a public thoroughfare or way which affords only a secondary 

means of access to a lot, at the side or rear. 

"PERSON" includes a firm, association, organization, partnership, trust company 

or corporation as well as an individual. 

"PRINCIPLE USE" means the main purpose for which land, buildings or structures 

are ordinarily used. 

"RESIDENTIAL USE BUILDING" means a dwelling; boarding lodging or rooming 

house; dormitory unit; fraternity or sorority house. 

"ROOF LINE" means the horizontal line made by the intersection of the wall of 

the building with the roof of the buildL't1g. In the case of a building with a pitched 

roof, the roof line shall be at the eaves level. 

"SIGN, AREA OF" means and includes, for the purposes of this Bylaw, the total 

area within the outer edge of the frame or border of a sign. Where a sign has no 

frame, border or background, the area of the sign shall be _deemed to be the area 

contained within the shortest line surrounding tho whole group of letters, figures or 

symbols, Each side of a multi-face sign shall be counted in computing the sign. 

area thereof. 

"SIGN, MAXIMUM HEIGH'!' OF" moans tho vcrticu.l distance measured from the 

nearest finished grade to the top of such sign, In tho case of n roof sig,11 1 the 

maximum holght shall be mcnsurccl from tho roof 01· parapet love! at the location 

of SUClh 1:1lgn. 

"SIGN, MlNJM UM l1 EJGll'.I' OF" rno:inf:1 tho vortlcal. dl1:1t:mco 111c:asured J',,nrn tho 

1warof:lf. fl11J1,hod (~1·1Hlo to 1l1t1 lowor lillllt ol' 1-111c:li Hit~n. 

-2· .. 
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"SIGN, AWNING" means a non-illuminated identification sign affixed flat to the 

surface of an awning and which docs not extend vertically 01· hodzontally beyond the 

limits of such awning. 

"SIGN, BILLBOARD" means an exterior structure displaying advertising material of 

a non-accessory nature, pasted or otherwise affixed flnt to the face of such structure 

and which exceeds an area of 201 square feet. 

"SIGN, CANOPY" means a sign suspended from or forming part of a canopy or marquee 

and which does not extend horizontally beyond the limits of such canopy or marquee. 

"SIGN, FACIA'' means a flat sign which does not project more than one foot from 

the face or wall of the building upon which it is affixed, painted or attached, running 

parallel for its whole length to the face or wall of the building, and which does not 

extend beyond the horizontal width of such building. 

"SIGN, FREESTANDING" means a sign not attached to or forming part of a building, 

excluding a billboard sign. 

"SIGN, PROJECTING" means a sign which projects from the face or wall of a 

building, excluding an awning sign, canopy sign or .facia sign. 

"SIGN, ROOF" means a sign erected upon the roof or parapet of a building, the entire 

face of which is situated above the roof level of the building to which it is attached. 
'' ' 

"SIGN, WINDOW" means a sign affixed to the inside of a window in view of the 

general public. 

"SIGN, BUSINESS" means a sign used for identification purposes, which directs 

attention to a business or profession conducted upon the premises at which the sign 

is located, and which may also refer to goods or services produced, offet•ed for 

sale or obtainable· at such promises. 

"SIGN, NON-ACCESSORY" means n sign which diL'ecls attention lo a business, 

com modlty, service or cnte1~tninm ont, not exclusively l'elntcd to tho prem !sos at 

which the sign is locntod, or ton business, commodity, service en• cntcrtnlnmcmt 

which ls conducted, sold or offol'cd cl.sowhcre thnn on the prom lscs nt which the sign 

ls located. 

-3- ' 
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"SIGN, IDENTIFICATION" means a sign which contains no advcrlisi11g hul is limited 

to the name, address and number of a building, institution or person and to the activity 

·:-__ carried on in the building or institution or the occupation of the person. 

"SIGN, SPECIAL PURPOSE" means any sign other than a business, non-accessory 

or identification sign. 

"SIGN, ILLUlVIINATED" means a sign designed to give forth any artificial light, either 

directly from a source of light incorporated in or connected with such sign, or indirectly 

from an artificial source, so shielded that no direct illumination from it is visible 

elsewhere than on the sign and in the immediate proximity thereof. 

"SIGN, ANIMATED" means and includes: 

a) An illuminated sign which exhibits changing or moving colour effects maintained at 

a constant intensity of illumination. 

b) A sign, illuminated or non-illuminated, which includes moving letters, symbols, 

changing messages or multi-panel copy changers but which shall exclude, for 

the purposes of this Bylaw, time clocks or revolving signs. 

"SIGN, FLASHING" means an illuminated sign which contains flashing lights or exhibits 

noticeable changes in light intensity but which shall exclude, for the pu1p oses of this 

Bylaw, alternating digital time and temperatu1·e signs. 

"SIGN, EEVOLVING" means any sign, all or a part o~ which revolves or rotates, or 

partly revolves or rotates, but which shall exclude, for the purposes of this Bylaw, 

animated signs. 

"STREET" means a public highway, road or thoro~ghfare which affords the p1·incipal 

means of access to abutting lots. 

''STREET LINE" means the boundary between a street and a lot. 

''WALL SURFACE OF I3UILDING", with reference to sign nren, means the total 

horizontal Sllrfnco ar.cn of I.ho bllildlng face to which the sign ls attached, including 

window and door nrcas, nioasurocl to the extreme outer limits of such wall surfnco. 

Sl~CTJ'ON 3 APPLICATION 

(l) Within the Corporation no Sibrn shall horcnftet· be orcctocl, plncccl, nltorocl or 

moved unless In uonformlty with th! s Bylaw, n.nd t.hc contrary shall bo unlawful. 

(2) Any sig-n lawfully ln cxl:-:Lo11ec n.t the limo of the adoption of this Bylaw rnny eontinuo to 

bo usocl, provldcd lt Is maintained l11 a sn.fo tondil.lon, nllhough such sign does not 

conform wlth tho provlslons of this Hylaw, 

···I- ') 0 
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(3) Any sig11 lawfully in existence ai ihe time of the adoption of this Bylaw shall 

not be rebuilt, reconstructed, altered or mo,·cd unless in conformity with 

the provisions of this Bylaw, and the contrary shall be unlawful. 

(4) Nothing in this Bylaw shall be taken to relieve any person from complying 

with the provisions of any other Bylaw of the c.orporation. 

SECTION 4 ESTABLISHMENT OF SCHEDULES 

Signs shall be permitted as set forth in Sign Schedules I to VI inclusive, which 

are hereby made and declared to be an integral part of this Bylaw. 

SECTION 5 SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS 

5.1 General Requirements: 

(1) Every sign shall be maintained at all times in a safe condition. 

(2) No sign permitted by this Bylaw shall, by reason of its location, 

colour or intensity, create a hazard to the safe, efficient movement of 

vehicular or pedestrian traffic. 

(3) Every sign shall have its weight and the maker's name permanently 

attached to or painted on the exterio1: of the sign. 

(4) No sign shall be attached to or hung from any building untH all necessary 

w_all and roof attachments have been approved by the Building ~spector. 

(5) Every sign shall be of such a design that all framework and other rigid 

devices required for the lateral support of the sign shall be contained 

within the sign's body or within the. structure or building to which it is 

attached, in such a manner as not to be visible to any person. 

(6) Where necessary, the projecting cru1tilcver system shall be used to 

,:,: support si!P1s, and in no cnse shall the "A" fram c system be used. 

(7) No sig11, nor any g'lty, stny, or attachment thereto shall he erected, 

plnced or mnintuinccl by nny person on rocks, fences or trees, nor in 

such a mnnnor ns to intorfer.e wlth nny electric Ught, power, telephone 

or telegraph wires, or tho supports thereof, 

(8) Slgns that nro not RpocJi.fically porm HI.ad in this Bylaw arc hcroby pro

hlbit(.)cl, Without post.rfeting or limHJng tho gunoralHy or tho provlslo1rn 

of tho l'orognin1J, t:lrn fnllowin1t 1:1fg1w nro ,spuuificnll.y prohilJJtod, 

-5-
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(b) Billboard signs. 

(c) Any sign that obstructs any part of a doorway or fire escape. 

(d) Flashing signs. 

(e) Revolving signs. 

(f) The location on public property of tempornry political signs promoting 

any candidate, party or cause. 

(9) No temporary sign shall be illuminated nor animated. 

5. 2 Site Maintenance Standards: 

Every sign and the immediate surrounding premises shall be maintained by 

the owner or person in charge thereof in a ·clean, sanitary and inoffensive 

condition and free and clear of all obnoxious substances, rubbish and weeds. 

5. 3 General Siting and Locational Standards: 

(1) No business, non-accessory or identification sign shall be placed on, 

within or above public property, except as otherwise provided for in this 

(2) 

Bylaw. 

No business, non-accessory or identification sign shall be placed on, 

within or above a required yard, except as· otherwise provided for in 

this Bylaw. 

(3) No sign, other than a roof sign, shall extend or project above the 

parapet of a building or, where there is no parapet, above the roof line 

of the building to which it is attached, 

5.4 Slgn Specifications: 

(l) Ca.nopy Signs: 

(a) The minimum height of a canopy sign shall be 9 feet, 

(b) No onnopy sign shall oxtond or project nhovo lhc \.lppcr edge of n 

oru1opy or mnrquco by more thnn 2 foot, 

(2) Freestanding Signs: 

(a) Tho mini.mum holght of n freostanclin{{ sig;n f.Jhall ho D foci, cxoopi 

whore Hug·n slrsn clncrJ not inturfuro with pcclostrlm1 or vchleular 

··fl·· 
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(b) A frecst:rnding sig11 may be located in a niquircd yard, pro\'idcd that 

such sit,'11 is not closer than 10 feet: 

(i) to the point of intersection of the intersecting street lines on a 

corner lot; 

(ii) to any adjoining lot. 

(3) Projecting Signs: 

(a) The minimum height of a projecting sign shall be 9 feet. 

(b) The maximum area of a projecting sign shall be 70 square feet. 

(4) Roof Signs: 

§ECTION 6 

(a) Roof signs shall be used as business signs only. 

(b) The length of a roof sign shall not exceed 50 percent of the dimension 

of the roof parallel to the face of the sign. 

(c) No roof sign shall project beyond any face of the building upon which 

it is located. 

(d) The maximum height of a roof sign shall be 4 feet. 

ADMThTJSTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 

6 .1 Administration: 

This Bylaw shall be administered by the Chief Building Inspector or any other 

official of the Corporation who may be appointed by the Council. 

6. 2 Permits: 

Every person shall, before erecting, placing, rebuilding, reconstructing, alter

ing or moving any sign, obtain from the Chief Building Inspector a permit to do 

so as provided in the Burnaby Building Bylaw. 

6. a Preliminary Plan Approval: 

(1) With the exception of the signs Ustccl in Clauses (1) to (12) inclusive of 

Schcclulc 1 of this Bylaw, any person wishing to oroct, plnco, rebuild, 

reconstruct, alter or move any sign shnll, subject to the Prelimi.nnry 

Plru1 Approval regultt!.ions of tho Burnaby ~rming Bylaw, apply for n.ncl 

rocclvo prollminn.ry plan approval., 

.• '1-
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(2) In addition to the requirements of tho Durnahy Zoning Bylaw, every 

application for Preliminary Plan Approval shall be accomp:micd by a 

plan or plans drawn to scale and incluclinrr: 

(a) The dimensions, maker's name and weight of the sign and, where applicable, 

the dimensions of the wall surface of the building to which it is to be 

attached. 

(b) The dimensions and weight of the sign's supporting members. 

(c) The maximum and minimum height of the sign. 

(d) The proposed location of the sig,11 iil relation to the face of the 

building, in front of which or above which it is to be erected. 

(e) The proposed location of the sign .in relation to the boundaries of 

the lot upon which it is to be situated. 

(f) If the sign is to be illuminated or animated, the colours to be used 

and the technical means by which this is to be accomplished. 

(g) Where the sign is to be attached to an existing building, a current 

photograph of the face of the building to which the sign is to be 

attached. 

6. 4 Comprehensive Sign Plan: 

l- A comprehensive sign plan may be proYided for the business premises which 
. fl 

:f 

occupy the entire frontage in one or more block fronts or for the whole of a 

shopping centre development. &lch a plan, which shall include the location, 

size, height, colour, lighting and orientation of all signs, shall be submitted 

for preliminary plan approval to the Director of Planning, subject to the 

preliminary plan approval regulations of the Burnaby Zoning Bylaw. Provided 

. that if such n. cbmprohonsivc plan is presented, exceptions to the Sign Schcdlllc 

regulations of this Bylaw may be permitted, J5roviclcd that the slf.,'11 areas and 

densities for tho plan as a whole arc in conformity with the intent of this Bylrtw 

nnd that sllch exception results in an imp roved relaUon ship between the various 

parts of tho plnn, 

-8-
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6. 5 Inspection: 

The Chief Building Inspector, or any other official of the Corporation who 

may be appointed by the Council, is hereby authorized to enter at all 

reasonable times, upon any property or promises to ascertain whether the 

provisions of this Bylaw are being obeyed. 

6. 6 Enforcement: 

(1) • It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, place, rebuild, reconstruct, 

alter or move any sign or t_o do any act contrary to or in a manner 

contrary to any direction, instruction, specification or provision con

tained in or adopted by this Bylaw or ruiy notice lawfully given or posted 

pursuant to the provisions of this Bylaw or without any permit hereby 

required or contrary to the conditions upon which any permit has been 

issued pursuant to this Bylaw; or to refrain from doing or taking or to 

fail to do or take any act or precaution required to be done or taken 

prior to or in doing anything permitted, as in this Bylaw or in any 

regulation or specification adopted by this Bylaw provided or by any 

notice lawfully given or posted pursu:mt to the provisions of this Bylaw; 

and whether or not in any such case it is expressly stated that the doing 

of or failure to do the thing mentioned, shall be unlawful. 

(2) Every person who violates any of the provisions of this Bylaw, or who 

causes, suffers or permits any act or thing to be done in contravention 

or in violation of any .of the provisions of this Bylaw, or who neglects 

or refrains from doing anything required to be done by any of the pro

visions of this Bylaw, or who carries out or who suffc1•s, causes or 

permits to· be cnrrfod out nny development in n manner prohlbltcd by or 

contrary to nny of tho provisions of this Bylaw or who fai.ls to comply 

wlth nny ordor, direction or notice given under ihis Byl.a.w shnll be 

linblo to tho penalties hereby imposed. For oi..,h clay that n violation 

ls perm ittucl to cxi st, it shall constitute rt sopnrnto off c.mee; 

(~i) Whorn rrny sign or part thcil'oof cont,·nvcmo::; !his Bylnw or whoro any f:llp;n 

Is In nuch n r•rindition as to bo in dnngor of fn.llln1~ or Is n rncmneu to (ho 

snfot.y of po1·1:1rJ11H 01• Pl'IJ)lurty, tho l11.1ll.din14 Jirnput-l.r,1• sh:tll 1~lvn to tl10 

-!)-



Read a First Time this 

Read a Second Time this 

Read a Third Time this 

Reconsidered and adopted this 

day of 

day of 

day of 

day of 
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owner or person in charge of the sign written notice specifying the 

danger or the violation, ordering the cessation thereof and requiring 

either the removal of the sign or the carrying out of remedial work in 

the time and in the manner that the notice shall specify. In the event 

of failure to comply, the Building Inspect9r may remove the sign or 

cause such remedial work to be done and the cost thereof shall be 

recoverable by the Corporation by summary process at law in any court 

of competent jurisdiction. In the event of default of payment of such 

assessed costs, then a charge shall be· placed upon the property and 

the said costs, when certified by the Treasurer, shall be entered in the 

Collector's Roll and collected in the same manner as the taxes shown 

thereon. 

6. 7 Penalties: 

(1) 

(2) 

Every person who commits an offence against this Bylaw is liable to a 

fine and penalty not exceeding Five Hundred ($500. 00) Dollars and costs, 

or in default of payment thereof, or il1 the alternative, to imprisonment 

for any period not exceeding two months. 

Where an offence against this Bylaw is of a continuing nature, it shall 

be lawful for the convicting magistrate, in his discretion,· to impose a 

fine against the offender, not exceeding Fifty ($50. 00) Dollars for each 

day such offence is continued by him, 

6, 8 Appeals: 

An appenl may be mnde to the Zoning Board of Variance by any person who 

is dissatisfied with a decision with respect to the interpretation of the 

regulations of this Bylaw. 

SEC'rION 7 E~FFECTIVE DATJ~ OJ!' BYLAW 

Th1s Bylaw shall C()mc into force nnd take effect upon tho adoption thor.cof. 

-·1 o-
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The following special purpose and temporary signs shall ,with the exception of the signs 

referred t-o in clause (9), be permitted in all districts,. subject to the limitations set 

forth below: 

(1) Traffic control signs as defined in the ''l\Iotor Vehicle Act", subject to the 

provisions of the said act. 

(2) Signs required to be maintained or posted by law or governmental order, 

rule or regulation. 

(3) Memorial plaques, cornerstones, historical tablets and the like. 

(4) On-site directional signs, not exceeding 2 square feet in area, intended to 

facilitate the movement of pedestrians and vehicles within the site upon which 

such signs are located. 

(5) Directional signs not more than two in number identifying the location and nature 

of a building, structure or use which is not readily visible from the street, serving 

such building, structure or use_, on lands forming part of the site of such building, 

structure or uses, provided that each such sign is not more than 10 square feet in 

area. 

(6) Signs not exceeding 2 square feet in area located upon private property and 

directed toward the prevention of trespassing. 

(7) Window signs which do not exceed 20 percent of the window area. 

(8) Awning signs. 

(9) Temporary political signs promoting any candidate, party or cause which may 

be displayed for 30 days. prior to an election or referendum, provided that the 

placement of such signs docs not constitute a saf cty hazard and that such signs are 

removed wit.bin 7 days following said election or ,referendum. In no case shall the 

total length of the perimeter of a temporary political sign exceed 8 feet, No tem

porary pollLicnl sign shall be locaiocl in n P3(Park ancl Publlc Use) Dist.riot, nor on 

public property in any distl'lct, 

(10) 'fempor.n1·y signs pcrtainlng to co.mpnlgns, drives or evonts of poli.ticn.l, civic, 

phllantlwople, oducntlonal or religious orgnnJr,nt.ions, provided t.hnt tho pormisslon 

oft.he Councll must bo obtainod to eruct such signs upon 01· over public prop<ll'ty nnc.l 

provldccl furthcl' that such sl~ns Hhnll not ho C!l'OU(<ld or po11trnl foi· a porlod ol' rnoro 

thnn J,J dn,vs prior to tlw d:i.to of' llw uvent. and f.Jhai.l lHi rnmov,:<I within :1 days lhore:d'tor. 

('JI) FlnJ~H 01• ornhloniH uf pol.lllc?nl, clvlc, 11hilnnll1r<,pic:,1 1iducinl.ion:tl or rcili1.(l1iu:• 

Ol'gflll l:,,.:'JI i11n1-1, 
•· 1 :l·· 
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(12) Temporary on-site signs advertising the sale, lease or rental of the lot or 

premises upon which such signs are situated, provided that the combined area 

of such signs fronting upon each street which· bounds such lot or premises shall 

not exceed a ratio of one square foot of sign area for each 1,000 square fee;t 

of lot area, but need not be less than 6 square feet. In no case shall the 

combined area of such signs fronting upon each street exceed 35 square feet. 

(13) One on-site temporary sign advertising a group of lots for sale within a 

subdivision or a group of houses for sale within a housing project along each 

street frontage which bounds such subdivision or project, provided that the 

total area of such sign shall not exceed 60 square feet with no single 

dimension in excess of 12 feet. The display of such sign shall be limited to 

a 6 month period. At the expfration of. such period, the applicant may 

request a further eh'i:ension of time, otherwise the sign shall be removed. 

(14) Temporary on- site signs indicating the name and nature of a construction or 

demolition project, plus the names of the contractors, sub-contractors and 

professional advisors, provided that the combined area of such signs fronting 

upon each street which bounds such project _shall not exceed a ratio of 2 square 

feet of sign area for each 1, 000 square feet of lot area. In no case shall the 

combined area of such signs fronting upon each street exceed 60 square feet 

with no single dimension in excess of 12 feet. The display of such signs shall 

be limited to a period not to exceed the duration of the said constructio1i or 

demolition project, at which time such signs shall be removed. 

SCHEDULE NO. II A, R AND HM DISTRICTS 

1. Permitted Signs: 

(1) Signs permitted in Schedule I of. this Bylaw, as regulated ihoroin, 

(2) One facla sign of not more thnn 2 Aqua.re feet in area giving the name 

nnd occupnti.on of the occmpm1t or a bu ilcling carrying on a home occupa

tion ns defined Jn tho Burnaby Zoning Byln.w, 

(3) Ono business or icl011tlficatlon fncln or froostnnclin~I sign of not more thnn 

8 square foot Jn arc11., fronting on eaeh fltront whieh hounclB n lo( In n 

A DJ sf. rJ ct, 

. as 
- I :I-



nr~i-"t; ;u-·· ••··-· . •w~~ .,,.-... J M/~NAGER'S HEPorn NO. l 

~DUNCIL MaTING Jan. -Jn/72 
Mllfrn •~-.:; c:uaca:SWDU.i:11'..aD 

(4) One facia or froest:mding identification sign of not more than 8 square 

feet in area for an apartment building, dormitory unit, fraternity or 

sorority house in an RM District, 

2. Requirements: 

· (l)' The maximum height of a freestanding sign shall be 8 feet, 

(2) No illuminated signs shall be permitted. 

(3) No animated sig11s shall be permitted. 

SCHEDULE NO. III P, Cl AND 1\14 DISTRICTS 

1. 

2. 

Permitted Signs: 

(1) Signs permitted in Schedule I of this Bylaw, as regulated therein. 

(2) One business or identification canopy or facia of freestanding sign 

fronting each street bounding the property on which the sign is located, 

Requirements: 

(l) The total area of a canopy sign or a facia sign shall not exceed a ratio 

of. one square foot of sign area for each lineal foot of street frontage 

of the building to which the sign is attached, 

(2) The total area of a freestanding sign shall not exceed 40 square feet. 

(3) The maximum height of a freestanding sign shall be 20 feet. 

(4) No animated signs shall be permitted. 

SCHEDULE NO. IV C2, C5, CG, lVIl, M2, 1VI3, M5AND MG DISTRICTS 

1. 

2. 

Permitted Signs: 

(l) Signs permitted in Schedule I of thi!3 Bylaw, as regulated therein, 

(2) Two business or one business and one 11011-accessory canopy or fncia 

or freestanding si.gn fronting ench street bounding the property on which 

the sign is locn.tccl, provided, however, thnt 11011-nccessory slg·ns shall 

not bo pcrmittod within 50 feet or any property In rm A, R, HM or P3 

District, 

Hoquiromunts: 

-H-
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(1) The total area of canopy signs or facia signs shall not exceed a ratio 

of two square feet of sign area for each lineal foot of street frontage 

of the building to which the signs arc attached. 

(2) The total area of a freestanding sign shall not exceed 60 square feet. 

(3) The maximum height of a freestanding sign shall be 20 feet. 

SCHEDULE NO, V C3, C4 AND C7 DISI'RICTS 

1. 

2. 

Permitted Signs: 

(1) Signs permitted in Schedule I of this Byla'iv, as regulated therein. 

(2) Two business or one business and one non-accessory canopy or facia 

or freestanding or projecting or roof sign fronting each street bounding 

the property on which the sign is located, provided, however, that non

accessory signs shall not be perm.itted within 50 feet of any property 

in an A, R, RM or P3 District. 

Requirements: 

(1) · The total area of canopy signs shall not exceed a ratio of two square 

feet of sign area for each lineal foot of street frontage of the building 

to which the signs are attached. 

(2) The total area of facia signs shall not exceed 20 percent of the wall 

surface to which the signs are attached. 

(3) The maximum area and height of a freestanding sign shall be as 

follows: 
Total Maximum 

Lot Arca Sign Area Height 

6,000 sq. ft, or less - 100 sq, ft. - 20 ft. 

6,000 sq. ft, to 1 acre - l 50 sq. ft, - 25 ft, 

More than l acre 200 sq, ft, - 30 ft. 

,. 
(4) 'l'ho rcqu.lromcnts for projecting signs and roof slgns shn.11 be as set 

forth in Section 5.'1 of this Bylnw, 

SCHF.:DUL E NO. VJ RPECJAT, AllEAS 

1. Shopping centres, ns clnflnecJ in tho Bu1·nnby 7,oninfr, Bylaw, shall llo subjoct 

to tho 1:1ubmltt.nl of a Compruhonslvo Slr.~n Pl.an as 1•og·ul:1.tocl by Soc lion G. ~ of' 

this Bylaw. 



2. Comprehensive D<.lvelopment Districts as provided for in Section 700 of the 

Burnaby Zoning Dy law, shall be subject to the. submittal of a Comprehensive 

Sign Plan as regulated by Section G.4 of this Bylaw. 

3. No non-accessory signs shall be permitted within 500 feet of the right-of-way 

of the following streets: 

(1) Gaglardi Way. 

(2) M.arine Drive • 

(3) Canada Way, east of the Gilmore Avenue-Canada Way intersection. 

(4) Barnet Highway, east of the Cliff Avenue-Hastings Street intersection. 

-10-


