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THE CORPORATION OF THE DI STRICT OF BURNABY 

Mr. H.W. Balfour, 
Municipal Manager. 

Dear Sir: 

Subject: 

PLANNING DEPARTlllENT 

March 4, 1971. 

C.N.R. Land - Big Bend Area 

In September, 1970, the C.N.R. initiated discussions with 
this Department on the use of a portion of their holdings 
in the Big Bend Area. The lands involved are located in 
general terms on l\lap 1 and in more detail on lllap 2, copies 
of which are attached. The proposal put before the Department 
by C.N.R. was to either purchase the Municipal land shown 
on the sketch or to acquire it by exchange. Details of 
acquisition or exchange were not worked out as the.proposal 
was of a preliminary nature. 

Late in January 1971, the C.N.R. officials indicated that they 
wished to pursue the earlier discussions in more detail as they 
were anxious to locate a 30 acre automobile unloading and 
storage operation on the site. They were advised of the current 
study of this area and were asked to submit a letter which could 
be placed before Council for consideration and direction. Attached 
is a copy of their letter. 

As shown on the attached plan, the site is located well within 
the bounds of the Big Bend Study area. Work is progressing 
on this study and a progress report on the first phase of the 
study should be before Council in the near future. 

There are actually two questions raised in the C.N.R. letter: 

1. Is Council prepared to allow this development to proceed 
before the completion of the Big Bend Study, and; 

2. Is Council prepared to sell or exchange lands to allow 
C.N.R. to round out their holdings. 

At this stage in our study, we do not have sufficient evidence to 
conclude what zoning may ultimately be recommended for this ~rca 
nor whether this particular use will be permitted in the ultimate 
category. This will only be determined a.fter further study and 
submission of reports to Council. While many of the points put 
forward by C.N.R. are valid if the use is to be permitted in the 
area, it is a difficult use to screen from the south slope which 
overlooks the whole Big Bend area. 

In conclusion we would ask that Council provide direction on 
the following: 

1. Is Council prepared to authorize the Department to approve 
a suitable application if submitted before the completion 
of the site? 

2. Is the Department to proceed with property negotiations? 

It is our opinion. that even though discussion on this subject 
commenced in September 1970. the current examination_ o:f_]._~Jld 
use in the Big J3end Arca should bc·-coniplcte-cf 'b-eforc_jJl'OCC~_~in::?: 
with a proposal of this type aud 11ia~~i1j_ fii-ue:-
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5 Febru;:.ry l97l 

\Your File No.,03.450/165 
\ 

File - 7000-3. J 

Planning Director 
777 Hornby St=-eet 
VA.1.'\COUVER 1, n.c. 

The Cor~or.::.tion of the 
Districi:. of Burn.::.by 

Municj.p.::.l l-131.l 
49s!.9 Can.'1<la ifr:.y 
f~lJ};{Xl~nY 2, B~i·t:.i..s11 Col11r,·:i:>:i.a 

Attr.n-tion: M~. L. 8. Arm~tronn· 

Dear Sirs: 

Re: 

Please refer to your letter dated 9 October 1970 concern
ing- CN ts proposed cicvclo,)mcnt of land north of Byrne Ro.::.d 
,i.n the "Big Bencl" areD.. 

As you know from. our 1:1~ct:ings with you, C:N' i.s considerin.'.; 
the development of a 30 &ere site in this area for the pur
pose of h~n{lling· nc\•l ~~::~cwc1~:Ll~s i11bo11ncl ~r:d ou·t,bon.nd !)~r 
r.::.il.. The ,::u~ca seems ic',cally suited for this !)lll'~ose .::.ncl 
sornc of t".he .:1d·vant~i~es \•:c sec for sttcl'l a clcvelopn!c:~n\~. ;;}.l ... e: -

l. Bou.1,clcd 1)J' t\•-'O r.n.i..l\•.'"~Y rj . .'.;1-i·t.s-of-,,:~y; 
and the V. & L. I. 

the ex 

2. Pc;:.t conditions crc~tc cxpcns~vc conditions for 
heavy u.se which tends to inhibit devclo:;:Jment of 
the arc.1.. 

3. The industry :i.s cJ.c;:,.n ~nd nc.nt by n.'.lture. 

4. No heavy raunic:i.pal .service c.lem.::.nds. 

5. Lo\·: profile with little v:isual im:,<-:.i.ri:ien-:::. 

6. Relatively f=-ce fror.i exis·:~ing- residential pro::,erties. 

7. l{cdund.::.nt ro.::.d "llow.::.nces \'lould be clir.i:i.~1.atccl ~ 

• 2 

1-- -
j /',\t:.•::;r;, '.; f;t,"L;,.i 

l. r~ .. _ ... ~ ; . .; .... 
•J 



l.ll.:!nn:;_,.~•:.: D.i.r<•r~-l-.nr 
'lhc Cn:? -~--: i-. i ~~-~-t.·.:L ~ ~ •) ('1 ~-· ·:.):, 

rJ '.'!.:_; -~ i."' -j_c"l:. u .. ~:! :7c; •; ~: ):.~ 

T .1.,. 5 Fcbru.:.::'y 1971 

- co-:1.i...inu.cc.l 2 

Since i1-ii•L-.ii!l tli.c-:cusE::Lo-:1s rcg: ...... rdinr._;· i.:.l1c d('!"V'3loni:tcnt of 
an c:nr:.-... o conrf)OU!1C!in~:; a::·c.-::>. \·:c 11."J.-..,-c bccr1 ~<lv·:i.s,-~d iY:," the 
J~11rn~l:,-:;,r Ch ... "J.1111Jc::-- ,-::i.11d yoi.1:--sclf of cc1·i.·,nin oi)jec-'~ions ...1~0 
i11d1..ts-C:,ri.:11 de,,clc·n:·.:3!-i"t, :Ln v.:i:--io11::; z.::-0.:1s ly,.- c1. .. c.::...ze1-i.s 
mal,::inr;; rc-prc.ser~ . .-t:.a:t.:Lon be:forc J.,~uni.c::..p:-:.l Co~!nc~l. \:.-J.1ilc 
the pr:Lncipal objec-cions .:prie OP to b;.: in tho \'l:i...:1s to:n 
arcn, i•i:. is ur1dcrs·tood .:rn ~ll i.nclusivc s-t.·D.dy ·co be 1nade 
by your Depart:-~~011.t \•Jill :i.ncl.uclc .,~11.e HBj_g- Bc11c.l u area ..-:_s 

well. 

It;. is no-'~c,l th nt a re,r:iev1 of" tl1.e nr~j.·'1.' D:-:~nd :: D.rca is to 
be u~der-c~~kcr1 :L:1 st~t';•~es .:z.11.ci -t.he e:11:t.i.i.,e ·s·t.udy "'co 1:>e co!n-

·pletcd by Oc-'.;obcr 1971. 

last S .j ...... ----CN 1--:ns been pl~n,1in[-; ~..:..h.:Ls c.le·velcr-,:ncn·t. for -t.'!1.c 
1non·t1"l.S, and tl-ie .,(:.:i.r:i:Ln~ o:: :J11.~rsic.::.l ,.,:ork. 0!1. ou=
coulcl cxpcc-t.. to cor:uaencc, sc::.y, ... \.:y-)ri.J_ o:. ... i-1.::.y o·f 
subject to cc:..~t.:::in business ncg:o·::.i.::c:i.ons. 

!Jrojec·t 
this ye.:!r 

Conse.quci1:tly \•Je \·:01.11<l ~pr,r,~c::La-tc ~dv:i_ce t:.11.a·t. contl:i-'(:..:i.ot1s 
outlir.ccl in your a~ove mcr-::cionccl lc·c·~c .. ~ of 9 O::::tober l970 
l'i~:l'vC 11.ot~ jn."'!tet--i.:.:.ll)' 2.l--'~er-2d ~s ,-.rcll D.S so:1-:.e :Lnclici:-t:i.011 
th~t the timing of our project c.:::n be acco~raoda~cd in your 

study. 

I ·, 

"- _; :. 'y' . ._. '-' ;..:_.,,. ........ _ ... .._ ..... 
W. D. Ho.ck.:::y ! 
.. "...ssist.:1.n-t. ""(..O V:Lcc-:?rcsidc11.t 

1 ·-·-
! 




