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11w corn;trucl:ion of t:hii; \-;Ork was initi;1lly bud1;ettcd h1 19(19 .ind planned 
well before Llwt. The work \,as initialed as a 28 foot wide ro.id going 
str.~ight: through from !~th to 6th Streets. 

About the S.'.lmc ti.inc as the init:i.:11 pl.'.lnning for this work took place, the 
Second St rec t Ne ighbourl10od Study was being comple tcd and approved by 
Council. The Study showed Gr.:1lw111 Avenue closed off at 6th Street with a 
cul-de-sac, and a lane was recom:ncndt.:'.d behind the commercial pi~operties 
to improve the access a~<l egress for those residents most affected near 
the cul-de-sac. Basically because everything was happening sirnul taneously, 
the Engineering Department was not advised of the change in design. 

Since the work had not actually been constructed at the time this problera 
in co~nunication was discovered, the Planning Department advised the 
Engineering Department of the change in standard for the street. This, of 
course, was after the work was approved by the abutting owners as a Local 
Improvement. We then set about trying to convince the people to willingly 
accept a change in design. The files show that there has been difficulty 
in reaching a satisfactory conclusion on design. Extra property was 
required to form the cul-de-sac originally proposed and we apparently 
could not negotiate for its acquisition. Finally, a turn-around within 
the existing street right-of-way was agreed upon. In the meantime, the 
"straight" po'i·tion of the street was constructed as negotiations continued 
on the development of the cul-de-sac design. 

Objections have been raised for some time by some of the owners on the 
street to a cul-de-sac of any kind. We have delayed completing the 
~onstruction in order to finalize the problem of design. Finally, in 
order to obtain the precise views of each of the property owners involved 
on the street to the proposal to block their Avenue at the 6th Street end 
with a cul--..!e-sac, i.:hc:: EngineerL1g Department made contact with an.:! inter
viewed most owners concerned. Those not contacted were either away on 
holidays or unavailable. 

Of-the 26 properties involved, we were able to make a contact with 21. As 
a result of the interviews, we were able to find that nine were opposed to 
the closure, nine were in favour of the closure, while the remaining three 
did not seem to really care one way or the other and were prepared to go 
along with the majority. 

You will note from the attached sketch that the majority of those opposed 
to the closure are those who would be living closest to the cul-de-sac. This 
is understandnble in a sense as they will not only be involved in a longer 
routing to their homes but will also have to put up with vehicles trying to 
turn around in a very limited nrea cul-de-sac, or worse still, in their 
driveways. In this regard it could be argued that a single vote for one 
property is not really fair measure and that some form of point system 
should be used; the closer to the cul-de-sac, the more points you are worth. 
We must also keep in mind that the lane originally suggested by Planning 
did not come into bei.ng to help the problem of greater travel distance for 
some. 

In any event:, i. t would nppcr.ir. that therC! aro rn1ough opposed to tho closure 
to mnk~! it ques t:ionab le wlrn tlwr i. t should ba closc!d, Those people who took 
a neutral position i.n Llw survey would more than likeJy Gupport a petition 
agaj_ns t t.he nl.!w dcfi :i.gn. 

Si.nee \m m~c not nblc to convince.: n strong majority to wi.lU.ngly ngr.c!n to 
chnnge tlw dt.!f.:i.gn, and r;"Lnco the• ,mrl,< wn:: or.igi.nnlly ndvc!rti.sc:.d :is going 
strnJ.ght t:111:011::',11, WC! 111uHt: d<icide to rcd.1il.t·i:itL' tho proj,!ct or c,.\111p·!c.d.L: tl,t, 
\•/nrk 1w l'.l<.lvcrl:ii:cd, i\ [1JrL111cr co111pl icnt:io11 or two JH t:linl: till' 'l.rl.'m;urer 
hr.w coniplt!l:t,'cl the.: fi11:inci11g !<>r '.•:l1.-1L 1,,01:k 11:11; alrc:ndy l.i•cJn dc111c! c,n Llw 
EJLJ:L:Ol: nr; If t:l1L! pro_juct: 11:id IH:r:11 [ul]y c;11:,qdt:1·ud, .ind t:l1v pt:oplc· hnvu h1·:ci11 
t.l:':H(!hfled on ti,, I?" 1~1·;n I :,,1:c!f'. fcp• I 11,i 1,,,._,rL r :,:,!,t· I !1r1•11·:I, t.o 61.li [,L1·(,'1Jl. ,,.,,.' 

tl1ou1:,h JL 11:urn'L yvt lic:.1.-1, co111plc•l.1·d. 

Cu11t:.i 111H·d,.,, 



23. Re: Construction of Graham Avenue, 
4th Street to 6th Street, 
Local Improvement Program. (Cont'd) 

The Engineer reconuncnds that we complete the work and the Planning 
Director would still like to sec the cul-de-sac constructed based on the 
Second Avenue Study, but he appreciates the complexities of trying to do 
it under the existing circumstances. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

THAT the work be immediately completed as originally planned; and 
THAT it be financed as a Special Project out of the C.I.P. Special 
Roads Account. 
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