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THE CORPORATION OF THE D ISTRICT OF BURNABY

February  L, 1965#

H IS  WORSHIP, THE REEVE,
AND MEMBERS OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL:

Gentlemen:

REPORT OF A IR  POLLUTION CONTROL COMMITTEE

Your Committee met on Monday, January  25th and was favoured  by 
a t a l k  from Mr. Roy H. F le t c h e r ,  C o n su l t in g  Town P lanne r,  who 
spoke o f  the  need in  in d u s t r i a l  c i r c l e s  f o r  improved methods o f  
reduc ing  waste emitted in to  the  atmosphere through the deve lop
ment o f  new by -p roducts .  Economics p la y s  a major r o le  in  t h i s  
op e ra t io n  and toe expense o f  re cove r in g  a i r -b o rn e  waste must 
be j u s t i f i e d  through reduc ing  the c o s t  o f  d i s p o s in g  the waste.
The C i t y  o f  T r a i l  was c i t e d  as a good example where harmful 
ga se s  denuded the  c o u n t r y s id e  and e v e n tu a l ly  t h i s  waste was 
converted  to  form a component o f  a v a lu a b le  f e r t i l i z e r .

R e g u la t io n  o f  l a r g e r  i n d u s t r i a l  e m is s io n s ,  acco rd ing  to 
Mr. F le t c h e r ,  i s  best brought about through the a p p l ic a t io n  o f  
performance s tanda rd s  v i a  the  adopt ion  o f  a p p ro p r ia te  l e g i s l a 
t io n ,  enforced by a system o f  in sp e c t io n .  Care shou ld  be taken 
that such r e g u la t io n s  are  not so s t r in g e n t  th a t  economic ha rd 
sh ip  upon I n d u s t r ie s  becomes d r a s t i c .  The aims and o b je c t s  o f  
your Committee, and indeed o f  the C o u n c i l ,  are a long the l i n e s  
o f  tho se  suggested.

A i r  P o l l u t i o n  R e g u la t io n s

In  l i n e  w ith  the concept th a t  e f f e c t i v e  a i r  p o l l u t i o n  con tro l  
can o n ly  be brought about by r e g u la t io n s  adopted on a reg iona l 
o r  P ro v in c ia l  b a s i s ,  your Committee would recommend tha t  an 
approach be made to  the P r o v in c ia l  Government to  determ ine the 
cu rren t  p o s i t i o n  w ith  regard  to  the adopt ion  o f  P ro v in c ia l  A i r  
P o l l u t i o n  L e g i s l a t i o n  which would p o s s i b l y  s t reng then  the hands 
o f  M un ic ipa l  C o u n c i l s  o r  would r e s u l t  in  a P ro v in c ia l  system of 
ln spect  ion.

At the  p re sen t  t im e, S e c t io n  C70 ( i )  o f  the  M un ic ip a l  Act con fe rs  
power upon a M un ic ipa l  C ounc il  to  pa ss  a by - law  to

" r e q u i r e  the  owners o r  o c c u p ie r s  o f  rea l p ropertV j 
o r  t h e i r  agen ts,  to  e l im in a te  o r  reduce the f o u l in g  
o r  con tam inat ing  o f  the atmosphere th rough  the 
em is s ion  o f  smoke, d u s t ,  g a s ,  sp a rk s ,  a sh , soo t,  
c in d e r s ,  fumes, o r  o th e r  e f f l u v i a ;  and f o r  p re s 
c r ib in g  measures and p re ca u t io n s  to  be taken f o r  
such purpose; and f o r  f i x i n g  l im i t s  not to  be 
exceeded in  re spect  o f  such e m is s io n s . "

The M un ic ipa l  Act makes p r o v i s i o n  f o r  a C ounc il  to  enter In to  
in te r -m u n ic ip a l  agreements f o r  c e r t a in  s p e c i f ie d  s e r v ic e s ,  however, 
a i r  p o l l u t i o n  co n t ro l  I s  not inc luded . New p e rm is s iv e  l e g i s l a t i o n  
cou ld  p ro v id e  tha t  a p a r t i c u l a r  group o f  m u n ic ip a l i t i e s  adopt a 
common r e g u la t io n  and employ common enforcement s t a f f  on a 
sha reab le  c o s t  b a s i s .

The A i r  P o l l u t i o n  Contro l S o c ie t y  has  been p r e s s in g  f o r  the 
adopt ion  o f  broad P ro v in c ia l  c o n t r o l ,  and in  seek ing  in fo rm at ion
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THE CO~PO~ATION OF THE DISTRICT OF BURNABY 

February 4, 1965, 

HIS \~ORSH IP, THE :U:EVE, 
AND MEMBE~S OF T~E MUNICIPAL COUNCIL: 

Gentlemen: 

~EP0:1T OF AIR POLLUTION CONTROL COMMITTEE 

Your Committee met on Monday, January 25th and was favoured. by 
a talk from Mr. ::toy H, Fletcher, Consulting Town Planner, who 
spoke of the need in industrial circles for improved methods of 
reducing waste emitted into the atmosphere through the develop
ment of new by-products. Economics plays a major role in this 
operation and tne expense of recovering air-borne waste must 
be justified through reducing the cost of disposing the waste. 
The City of Trail was cited as a good example where harmful 
gases denudeC: the countryside and eventually this waste was 
converted to form a component of a valuable fertilizer, 

Regulation of larger industrial emissions, according to 
Mr. Fletcher, is best brought about through the application of 
performance standards via the adoption of appropriate legisla
tion, enforced by a system of inspection. Care should be taken 
that such regulations are not so stringent that economic hard
ship upon Industries becomes drastic. The aims and objects of 
your Committee, and indeed of the Council, are along the lines 
of those suggested. 

Afr Pollution Regulations 

In line with the concept that effective air pollution control 
can only be brought about by regulations adopted on a regional 
or Provincial basis, your Committee would recommend that an 
approach be made to the Provincial Government to determine the 
current position with regard to the adoption of Provincial Air 
Pollution Legislation which would possibly strengthen the hands 
of Municipal Councils or would result in a Provincial system of 
f nspect ion. 

At the present time, Section C70 (i) of the Municipal Act confers 
power upon a Municipal Council to pass a by-law to 

"require the owners or occupiers of real property1 or their agents, to eliminate or reduce the fouling 
or contaminating of the atmosphere through the 
emission of smoke, dust, gas, sparks, ash, soot, 
cinders, fumes, or other effluvia; and for pres
cribing measures and precautions to be taken for 
such purpose; and for fixing limits not to be 
exceeded in rGspect of such emissions." 

The Municipal Act makes provision for a Council to enter into 
inter-munjcipal agreements for certain specified services, however, 
air pollution control is not included. New permissive legislation 
could provide that a particular group of municipalities adopt a 
common regulation and employ common enforcement staff on a 
shareable cost basis. 

The Air Pollution Control Society has been pressing for the 
adoption of broad Provincial control, and in seeking Information 
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on the Government's position, your Committee suggests that the 
approach mentioned above be submitted for consideration, as an 
alternative.

A ir  Pollution Film - "One M ile High"

Your Committee has at i t s  disposal a fi lm  on A ir  Pollution  
entit led "One M ile  High" which is  recommended for viewing by 
the Council. The fi lm  runs for 2G minutes and perhaps could 
be shown prior to a Council Meeting or during a meeting of the 
Policy Committee in the near future.

Respectfully submitted,

JHS:dew

Russell E. Hicks,
Chai rman,
AIR POLLUTION COMMITTEE
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on the Government's position, your Committee suggests that the 
approach mentioned above be submitted for consideration, as an 
alternative. 

Air Pollution ':,ilm - 11 Onc Mile Hi9h11 

Your Committee has at its Gisposal a film on Air Pollution 
cnt it I ed 1

: One l'li I e Hi sh" wh I ch is,.. recommended _for v l ewi ng by 
the Council. The film runs for 2u minutes and perhaps could 
be shown prior to a Council Meeting or durin9 a meetins of the 
Po Ii cy Commi ttec in the 091!3r future. 

JHS:dew 

Respectfully submitted, 

Russel I E. Hicks, 
Chairman, 
Air\ POLLUTION COMMITTEE 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE DISTRICT OF BURNABY

February 8, 1965

HIS V/ORSEIP THE REEVE
AiTD TTMBERS OF THE COUNCIL

Gentlemen:

REPORT OF THE AIR POLLUTION COMMITTEE

Your Committee met this morning to consider an approach to the
B. 0. Research Council, following complaints received by Council' 
last week of an air pollution condition, to determine the 
efficiency of the current methods employed for processing p e t 
roleum products through the oil refining plants in Burnaby.

Your Committee would recommend that all four oil companies 
operating refineries in the immediate area of Burnaby, be asked 
to supply a report of methods and processes used in their 
respective refining operations, and that the B. C. Research 

v Council be then asked to assess these reports and provide the 
Council with a report on the problems that can occur, tl.o causes 
of such problems, and whether or not each plant is employing 
suitable methods and equipment to ensure.the best standard of 
ooeration.

Respectfully submitted,

R. E. Hicks 
Chairman
AIR POLLUTION COMMITTEE

JHS/lb
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_TUE CORPORATION OF T-T'l! DISTRICT OF BURNAT:\Y 

February 8, 1965 

F~IS 1.'!0RSEIP TH"S RSBVE 
Al TD !'F.l'fflERS OF THE COUNCIL 

GentlemeY!: 

REPORT OF THE AIR POLLUTION C01/ot1 ITTEE 

Your Conrr•ittee met this morning to consider an approach to the 
B. C. ::esearch Council, following complaints received b:T Council. 
last week of an air pollution condition, to determine the 
eff5-ciency of the current methods employed for processinG pet
roleum p:~oducts through the oil refining plants in Burnaby. 

Your Co~~ittee would recommend that all four oil companies 
operating refineries in the immediate area of Burnaby, ~casked 
to sup)lY a report of methods and processes used in the~r 
respective refining operations, ~nd that the B. c. Research 
council be then asked to assess these reports and provide the 
council v:i th a report on the problems that can occur, t'. .. 0 causes 
of such problems, and whether or not each plant is employinc 
suitable methods and equipment to ensure.the best standard of 
operation. 

JHS/lb 

Respectfully submitted, 

R. E. Ricks 
Chairman 
AIR POLLUTION cmr.rJTITT'::3 
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