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TME CORPORATION OF THE DISTRICT OF BURMA3Y

December 1^, 196*:.

HIS WORSHIP, THE REEVE,
AND MEMBERS OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL:

Gentlemen:

Re: Amendment to By-Law #1^9 - By-Law
for the regulation of Pool Rooms 

_____ in the Municipality of Burnaby,

On the oth day of A p ril, 19c*;, the Clerk's Office received 
a Petition from certain operators and proprietors of 3111iard 
Parlours and/or Pool Rooms In the Municipality of Burnaby.
The Petition requested, In general, that the By-law governing 
B illia rd  Parlours and/or Pool Rooms be amended as follows:

1. Lower the existing age at which a person may enter the 
premises of a B illia rd  Parlour and/or Pool Room from 
1C years to 16 years.

2. Permit persons over the age of 1*; years but under the 
age of 16 years to be In and remain on the premises 
between the hours of 12 noon and 9:00 p.m, except on 
days when schools in the Municipality are in session 
when the hours pertaining to this particular age group 
would be from 3:30 in the afternoon to 9:00 p.m,

3. Notwithstanding the proviso of the above paragraph 2, 
to allow any person under the age of 16 years to enter 
and remain on the premises while he is In the actual 
custody of a parent or guardian.

k. To permit B illia rd  Parlours and/or Pool Rooms to open 
on Sundays between the hours of 1:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.

Upon Motion of Council, this matter was referred to the 
Family and Children's Court Committee and to myself for a 
report to be brought In a fte r one year's consideration and 
checking on the implications and ramifications of such amend­
ments.

On the 13th of November, l Sck, Mr. G. M. Smith of Lucky 7 
Recreations and Mr. R. Schmidt of Campus Mixed B illiards  
wrote a le tte r  to Council asking for sim ilar amendments to 
the said By-law as those hereinbefore described. Subsequently, 
Council, although the twelve months period had not expired, 
asked me to bring in a report on the said amendments.

I have considered the matter with the Chairman of the Family 
and Children's Court Committee, Mr. David Gray, and have 
received from him a le tte r  setting out the unanimous views of 
his. Committee. The le tte r  reads in part, as follows:

"The committee has unanimously agreed to suggest the 
following:
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T!·IE CO:WORATio:: OF T:;E DISTl11CT OF DURNA3Y 

December 1 L;, J96L: .• 

HIS WORSHIP, THE REEVE, 
AND MEMBERS OF TME MUNICIPAL COUNCIL: 

Gent I emen: 

Re: /.\menC:mcnt to Dy-Law #1119 • Gy•Law 
for the regulation of Pool ~ooms 
in tho Municipality of nurnaby. 

On the ~th day of April, 1964, the Clerk 1 s Office received 
a Petition from certain operators and proprietors of Billiard 
Parlours and/or Pool nooms In the Municipality of Ournaby. 
The Petition requested, In seneral, that the Oy•law governing 
01111 arcl Parlours and/or Pool r:ooms be amended as fol lows: 

1 • 

2. 

4. 

Lower the existing age at which a person rnav en~er the 
premises of a BIiliard Parlour and/or Pool Room from 
18 years to 16 years. 

Permit persons over the age of 14 years but under the 
age of 16 years to be In and remain on the premises 
between the hours of 12 noon and 9:00 p,m, except on 
days when schools In the Municipality are In session 
whon the hours pert al nt ng to this part i cut ar age group 
would be from 3:30 in the afternoon to 9:00 p.m. 

Not\1ithstandin3 the proviso of the above paragraph 2, 
to allow any person under the age of 16 years to enter 
and remain on the premises while he Is in the actual 
custody of a parent or guardian, 

To permit Otlliard Parlours and/or Pool Rooms to open 
on Sundays between the hours of 1:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m, 

Upon Motion of Council, this matter was referred to the 
Family and Children 1 s Court Committee and to myself for a 
report to be brought In aftor one year's consideration and 
checking on the implic.:itions and rc::mlfic.itions of such amend­
ments. 

On the 13th of November, 19,91, Mr. G, M, Smith of Lucky 7 
necreatlons and Mr. R. Schmidt of Campus Mixed Billiards 
wrote a letter to Council asking for similar amendments to 
the said oy~law as those hereinbefore described. Subsequently, 
Council, although the twelve months period had not expired, 
asked me to bring in a report on the said amendments. 

I have considered the matter with the Chairman of the Family 
and Children 1 s Court Committee, Mr. David Gray, and have 
received from him a letter setting out the unanimous views of 
his. Committee. The letter reads In part, as follows: 

11 The committee has unanimously agreed to suggest the 
fol Jowl ng: 
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1. Perm it persons , aged 16 and 17 years to  be in  
and remain on th e  premises between th e  hours o f  
3:3C p.m. and 9 :0 0  p.m. on days when school is  
in  s es s io n , and between th e  hours o f  9 ;0 0  o.m. 
and 9 :0 0  p.rn. on days when school is  not in  
sess io n .

2 . Perm it persons aged 12 to  15 years to  be in and 
remain on th e  premises between th e  hours o f  3 : 3 0  
p.m. and 9 :0 0  p.m. on days when school is  In  
session and between th e  hours o f  9 :0 0  a.m. and 
S;00 p.rn. on days when school is  not in  session  
pro v id ed  s a id  person is  accompanied by a p a ren t  
o r  le g a l  g u a rd ian .

3 .  The premises and o p e ra t io n  o f  th e  b i l l i a r d  o r  
pool room should be w e l1 - l ig h t e d .

k,  O f fe n s iv e  o r  abusive  language o r  behaviour is  
p r o h ib i t e d .

The committee r e s p e c t f u l l y  makes th ese  suggestions to  
be considered  w ith  th e  re p o r ts  you have a lre a d y  
re c e iv e d  from In s p e c to r  Jeeves and Mr. B uck ley ."

The re p o r t  o f  th e  Fam ily  and C h i ld r e n 's  Court Committee appears  
to  endorse th e  amendments requested  in  th e  above described  
p e t i t i o n .  However, I would emphasize th a t  th e  re p o r t  a ls o  
s ta te s  t h a t  i t s  recommendations should be considered  In  con­
ju n c t io n  w ith  th e  recommendations o f  In s p e c to r  Jeeves o f  th e  
R .C .M .P . and Mr. H. B uck ley , C h ie f  L icence  In s p e c to r .
I would a ls o  emphasize t h a t  th e  re p o r t  o f  th e  Fam ily  and 
C h i ld r e n 's  Court Committee is  based upon a v e ry  l im i t e d  number 
o f  personal In v e s t ig a t io n s  o f  premises and o ver a r e l a t i v e l y  
s h o rt p e r io d  o f  t im e .

1 have a ls o  requested  In s p e c to r  Jeeves o f  th e  R .C .M .P . to  
submit a re p o r t  on t h i s  m a t te r .  In s p e c to r  Jeeves ' r e p o r t ,  
dated  December 3 r d ,  196^, is  a tta c h ed  h e re to  and is  q u i t e  con­
c lu s iv e  in  I t s  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  th e  proposed amendments. In 
essence, th e  re p o r t  s ta te s  t h a t  In v e s t ig a t io n s  by th e  R .C .M .P .  
Youth D e ta i l  o f  th e  C r im in a l In v e s t ig a t io n  Branch should not 
be made unless  r e s t r i c t i o n s  a re  Inc luded  in  th e  By-law s ta t in g  
th a t  U> to  iS -y e a r  o ld s  must be accompanied by t h e i r  p a re n ts .  
In s p e c to r  Jeeves ' re p o r t  reads in  p a r t  as fo l lo w s :

"To f u r t h e r  low er age r e s t r i c t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t im e  w ith o u t  
some s t r i c t  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  could  not he lp  but p la c e  
c h i ld r e n  under s ix te e n  years  o f  age in  c lo s e  a s s o c ia t io n  
w ith  youths who a re  e s ta b l is h e d  d e l in q u e n ts .  I t  is  f e l t  
t h a t  any change in  th e  p re se n t By-law  should o n ly  be 
cons idered  i f  fo u r te e n  to  s ix te e n -y e a r  o lds  were accom­
panied  by thei^r p a ren ts  or some o th e r  c lau se  In s e r te d  
which w o u ld ^ a ffo rd  some e q u iv a le n t  s u p e rv is io n .  W ithout  
such c o n d i t io n s ,  I could  not a t  p re se n t su b scr ib e  to  any 
proposal to  a l lo w  c h i ld r e n  under s ix te e n  years o f  age in  
pool rooms."

1 • 

2. 

3. 

L:-, 
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Permit persons, aged 15 and 17 years to be in 
and r3main on the prcmlsos between the hours of 
3:3G p.m. and 9:00 p.m. on days when school is 
in session, and between the hours of 9:00 a.m. 
and 9:00 p.m. on days when school is not in 
session. 

Permit persons aged 12 to 15 years to be in and 
remain on the premises between the hours of 3:30 
p.m. and 9:00 p.m. on days when school Is ln 
session and between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 
9;00 p.m. on clays when school ts not in session 
provided said person is accompanied by a parent 
or legal guardian. 

The premises and operation of the billiard or 
pool room should be weJJ .. lighted. 

Offensive or abusive language or behaviour Is 
prohibited. 

The committee respectfully ma!~cs these suggestions to 
be considered with the reports you have already 
received from Inspector Jeeves and Mr. Ouckl ey. 11 

The report of the Family and Chi1dren 1 s Court Committee appears 
to endorse the amendments requested in the above described 
petition. However, I would emphasize that the report also 
states that Its recommendations should be considered Jn con­
junction with the rccommendc:itbns of Inspector Jeeves of the 
R.C.M.P. and Mr. H. Ouckley, Chief Licence Inspector. 
I would also emphasize th.:it the report of the Family and 
Children 1 s Court Committee is based upon a very limited number 
of persona] investigations of premises and over a relatively 
short period of time. 

I have also requested Inspector Jeeves of the R.C.M~P. to 
submit a report on this matter. Inspector Jeeves• report, 
dated December ;lrd, 1961.:-, is attached hereto and is quite con• 
clusive in its consideration of the proposed amendments. In 
essence, the report states that Investigations by the R.C.M.P. 
Youth Detail of the Criminal Investigation Branch should not 
be made unless restrictions are included in the Dy-law stating 
that 14 to JS-year olds must be accompanied by their parents. 
Inspector Jccvcs 1 report reads in part as follows: 

11 To further lower c:ige restrictions at this time without 
some strict qualifications could not help but place 
children under sixteen years of age in close association 
with youths who are established delinquents. It is felt 
that any change in the present By-law should only be 
considered if fourteen to sixteen-year olds were accom• 
panled by their parents or some other clause inserted 
which would afford some equivalent supervision. Without 
such conditions, I could n~t at present subscribe to any 
proposal to a11ow children under sixteen years of age in 
poo I rooms. 11 

I 

1. 
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In my view, when the Implications of enforcing and checking 
whether or no a person within the 1  ̂ to 16 years age group^ls 
accompanied by a parent are considered, I believe i t  w ill be 
apparent that the restric tion  on the whole cannot be properly 
enforced. Consequently, i t  is my opinion that the requests of 
the above described Petitioners to lower the age groups of 
persons permitted in B illia rd  Parlours and/or Pool Rooms and 
to extend the hours when the said persons w ill be allowed 
in B illia rd  Parlours and/or Pool Rooms should not be considered 
at th is time.

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d .

Councillor James H. Edwards, Council Liaison for Administration of .Justice.

JHE/dew
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In mi view, when the Implications of enforcing and checkinc 
whetner or no a person within the 14 to 16 years age group~ls 
accompanied by a parent are considered, I believe it will be 
apparent that the restriction on the whole cannot be properly 
enforced. Consequently, It is my opinion that the requests of 
the a~ove described Petitioners to lower the age groups of 
pers~ns permitted in Gilliard Parlours and/or Pool Rooms and 
to extend the hours when the said persons will be allowed 
In Dilliard Parlours and/or Pool Rooms should not be considered 
at this time. 

JHE/dew 

Respectfully submitted, 

Councillor James H. Edwards, 
Council ~ialson fo~ 
Admfn1strat'°11 of ~ttee. 


