IT 15 NOT EASY To DESCRIBE THE PRIMITIVE
CoNDITIONS UNDER WHICH WE WERE LIVING~ CUTTING,
SPLITTING AND BRINGING IN WOOD FOR THE MCCLARY
RANGE AND THE OTHER STOVE, A BIG HEATER, WAS AN
ENORMOUS, ON-GOING TASKy REQUIRING A CRUOSS-CUT

(_‘E—jwnumsﬂa Sﬁw,m SLEDGE
o oveN .‘Q, WED&ES, [ SNepe BUCK
= sierea SAW, DOUBLE, BITTED

' reed ([0 ] : ANE, Egsmmrgr
TANK bz | =] HATCHET FOR KINDSILiNG s AND

A HEAVY WHEEL BARROW DAD
L. seoT eLeANOUT MADE HIMSELF, (£3-He MADE

Oed

To GO AROUND HIS NECK AND
SHOULDERS So THAT HE

CoULD WHESL WITH HIS LEFTHAND AND RIS “*pum”

WATER WAS ANOTHER CONSTANT CHOKE-
KEEPING THE TWO WATER BUCKETS FullL, AND THE
CiSTERN ON THE SToVeE FuLL REQUIRED MANY TRIPS
To THE WELL EVERY DAY. lx

|

BATHNIGHTS WERE FUN-+ THE GALVANIZED TUB WAS FiLLeD

WITH HOT SUDS AND WE THREE KIDS WEKE DUNKED IN

TURN IN FRONT OF THE HOT STove., DAD AND MoTHER
HAD A FULLER BRUSH SHower sSYSTEM. THE HOT WATeR

{ WAS PUT IN A TANK ON A NAIL IN THE WALL-

AND, BY GRAVITY FLOW> CAME OUT A PERFORATED
TUBE IN THE CENTRE OF THE BRUSH. THE BATHER

CouLd STAND OR SIT IN THE TUB,; AND CONTRoL THE
FLow By A VALVE )N THE BRUSH HANDLE. NEEDLESS T2
SAY, WE WERE NOT ALLOWED To uUSt THIS APPARATIS,

/@ NOR DD WE EvER See 1T DEMONSTRATED.



IN SPITE OF THE PIoNEER SETTING, THERE WAS NO
DISORDER, OR DISCONTENT IN oJR LIVES, MOTHER WAS
THE CONSTANT~ ALWAYS HOME, ALWAYS ORDERLY, UsuaLly
PLACID. SHE Took WHAT CAME ALoNG, AND ONLY SHOWED
SPARKS OF FIRE WHEN DAD OVERSPENT on Somg NEW
FANGLED ITEM THAT SHE CONSID¢RED UNNECESSARY.

DAD ALWAYS TooK HIS HoLDAYS T CoiNcibg WITH
THE HUNTING SEASON. SHOTGUN SHeLls (FoR, His oLD RIFLE,
NoT THE ONE HE HAD SOLD, ETC.) AND WATERPROOF CLOTHES,
PLUS TRANSPORT T THE DUCK MARSHES, MADE IT A VERY
EXPENSIVE AFFAIR., HE wouLd RETURN wiTH SeVERAL.
DEFUNCT DUCKS, A PHEASANT OR TWo, AND DEMAND INSTANT
HOMAGE LIKE A CANEMAN RETVRNING To HIS STARVING CLAN
IN A CAVE . SPURRED ON BY MOTHER, WE WOULD DPUTIEVULLY
EXPRESS AMAZEMENT AND GRATITUDE, wHIGH Woulb PUT HIM

iIN A GENIAL MooD, WE PRAISEY HiM WHENTRRRIVED WITH
GAME, WE ADMIRED THE BIRDs BéING PLUCKED, WE SMACKLD

OUR LIPS WHEN We WERE SERVED THEM AT THE TABLE.

ONCE T QUESTIODNED MOTHER ABRDUT THIS ANNUAL
RITUAL . WAS T FAIR ? SoME FAMILIES WENT To CAMP
WAS IT SENSIBLE? NoOBoDY ELSE’s FATHER WeNT HUNTING.

MOTHER WAS ALWANS UNEASY WITH SUCH INTERRO -
GATION. FATHER WAS THE SunN- THE HEAD OF THE HoUsE.
W& ALL DePeENDed UPON HiIM FoR EVERYTHING. I\F HE
WENT DOWN, wE WoULD ALL B& DésTITUTE, S0 HE
HAD To GET CoSTLY Goub CROWNS ON HIS TEETH; HE
HAD TO HAVE NEW SUITS, ENGLISH OXFORDS, &GoOoP
ToBAcCo, A BoTTLe oF Scotnd ON PAYDAYS) HIS
UNFOLDED PAPER AND SLIPPERS WAITING - NOTHING BuT
LH'E BesT, BECAUSE OUR SURVIVAL DEPEND &P ON

M-

ALSp, HE HAD To HAVE HIS way 16 K&P HiM
GreoD AND FATHFUL., So HE HAD AN 0CcASIONAL CAR,
WENT HUNTING~ BUILT, WITH BIL, ADPMS, ONE OF THE
FIRST BATTERY OPERATED RADID SeTs IN BURNABY,
AND HAD A REPUTATION OF BEING A VERY GENEROUS,
KIND, FIRM PARENT .

HE BoucHT JoHNNY A BENJAMIN AIR RIFLE, AND
WE ALL BECAME FAIRLY GOoD SHoTs . WE HAD STRiCT
RULES FOR ITS USs BuT ALL THE NEIGHBOURS SHupdéReD
A KITTLE To HEAR ITS SHARP CRACK. WE USED To GET
13.8,’s DN PaYpAY-
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JOHNNY waAs sTiLL SHORTER THAN I, BUT
VERY STRONG AND wiReY. HE waAS FAIR- HAIRED BLUE
EYED AND HAD A READY IMILE. PEOPLE LIKeD TO
TELL HIM THEIR TROUBLES.

AT DOUGLARS RoAD, He HAD TwWo BAD BLows
To THE HEAD. ONCE HE TEASED GRACE UNTIL SHE RIT
HIM WITH THE REMAINS oF A HOE, WHICH MADE A
QUT THAT BLED FOR SOME TIME. A MORE SERIOUS
INCIDENT 0CCURRED WHEN HE WAS HOLDING SoMe

PoSTs DAD WAS DRIVING IN WITH THE SLEDGE. THE
HEAVY HEAD CAME OFF THE SLEDGE AND HIT JOHNs
HEAD, HE WAS REALLY HURT, BUT THERE WAS NEVER

ANY TALK OF A DocToR- THERE DEFINITELY SHOOLD HAVE

85, ONE REMEMBERS THE VISIT To DR MCEWEN,
HIS VISIT Tp SEE ME WITH PNEUMONIA, AND A THIKD
CONTACT WHEN GrRACE HAD HER LiP SLASHED 77“90(;@*/
INTERVENING IN A DoG FICHT, AND WAS DRIVEN IN
PANIC TO THE GENEGRAL HOSPITAL EMERCENCY IN
VANCOUVER FOR STITCHES,THREE MEDICAL CONTACTS IN 1BY#RS
JOHNNY DEVELOPED TERRIBLE ™MIi6RAINE
NEAD ACHES  WHICH INFURIATED DAD. HE DD NOT
HAVE HEAD pCHES HIMSELF, AND ALWAYS ACCUSED
JOHN OF MALINGERING . MOTHER'S FAMILY, HeR
MOTHER AND BROTHERS, ALL SUFFERED FROM “HOTSFORD
HEADACHES " SHE USED To LET JOHNNY LIE DOowN
ON HIS coT BED AND PUT CoL) CLoTHS ON His HEAD,
WHEN DAD CAME HOME, JOHN wWouLD HAVE To GET
UR SUCH SCENES NMADE GRACE AND L S$ICK AT HEART

PERHRAPS SOME OF DAD’S ANGER WAS A FORM
OF QUILT. HE CouLD NOT HAVE BoRNE To THINK THAT
HE HAD INJURED JoHN+ HIS SOLUTION WAS To INSIST
THAT THE HEAD ACHEs DID NoT ExIST., WE ALL KNEw
THEY DD, THEY HIT JOHN wWHEN HE REALLY WANTED
TO DO SOMETHING - NOT JUST WHEN THERE WAS
WOKK T BE DoNE. ,

So B8Y DerppvlT T BECAME DADS RIGHT HAND
MAN; WINDING Coits FoR HIS RADI0S, SHOPPING FoR
THE FAMILY GRoCERIBS, TRANSLATING FAMILY NEEDS T2
MOTHER AXD DAD ON BEHALF OF GRACE AND JoHN



FATHER WAS sueH A DOMINANT FIGURE HAD T
BEEN A QBoY, T°D PROBABLY PATTERNED MYSELF AFTER HIM,
AND TRIED TO DoMINATE EVERYONE , NeLuping HiMe So
MANY THINGS HE DD THAT GrIRLS"DID NoT Do™ HUNTING,
CUTTING DownN TREES, GOING OFF To WoRK WITH A TASTE-
FULLY PACKED WUNCH - HAVING EVERYoNE CATER TD ONES
WHIMS— T eNvieD HIM AND TRIED NoT To THINK T WAS
DESTINED To BE A SUBSERVIENT WIFE WIKE MY MOTHER.

WE LED VEKY STRICTLY ORDPEREY WIVES. T ScHool,
To HOME, To CHORES, To DINNER. DINNER WS SERVED WHEN
EVERQYONE HAD ASSeMBLED, PAD AT THE HEAD OF THE
TABLE AND MOTHER AT RIS RIGHT To ASSIST 1IN, KEEP
HIS TEA CUP FULL, AND So oNy SHE ARWAYS CARVED, CARE-

Fuw.’v RUNNING THE RAL0OR SHARP CARVUING KNIFE THRoLGH
PAD'S MEAT:

ALTHOUGH WE WERE ALL BRIGHT-EYED AND ARTICLLATE,
CONVERSATION AT TABLE WAS WMTED. INEREDIBLY, DAD
ALWAYS READ PULP MAGAZINES AT THE TRBLE: THIS USED
to RK Mg. T ONCE TRIED TU BRING SoMe READING 8¢
MY OWN, BUT THAT PRAN DID NOT WORK. MOTHER EXPAAINED
THAT EATING LEFT-HANDED wiTH A FORK WAS A PAINFUL
REMINDER To DAD THAT HE HAD LOST HIS HAND, AND
READING HELPED HIM FORCETe MOTHER wWoOULD A LWAYS

TAKE IS PART, STAND UP FOR HiM, DEFEND M
AGAINST ANY CRiTI¢ISM.

HER DEVOTION AND GRATITUDE ANNOYED ME
AS MULH AS HIS BEHAVIOR, SHE KNew T wWAS A
R68BelL AND SHE RAN INTERFSERENCEE. SHE TATTLED
To Him , BRINGING DowN WRATH oN ouR HEARS
FoR TRWIAL THINGS SHE CoulD HAVE OVERLODKED:

WHEN TDAD HAD To WoRK AFTERNOON SHIFTS,
WE ALL ENJDVYED KIFE MOREs MOTHER TRAUEHRT LS
To PLAY WHIST— GRACE AND T AGAINST MOTHGR
AND JoHNNY. SHB L&T US MAKs FUDGE, AND FoR
A WHILE WE WouLD hove HER AND IHER STORIES,

<ES.

SDN%ﬁ&,ﬁgg‘ ijbp BE wWITi US on DA\’SH!‘I‘-‘F

AND SHE woulD B&Come A DIFFERENT P&RSoN
AND Se oUR au&s STRETEHED ON. WE LEARNED

NEVe® o CoNFIDE IN MOTHER; DAD WouLD HEAR OF
T AS SpoonN AS HE WALKED N THE DooR
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FATHER WAS QUITE FRIENDLY WITH ONE oF THE RAILWAY .
swrreHMeN, JACK GRAHKAM, AN ENCLISHMAN wWHo HAD Five
DAvGHTERSs. He LIVED WITH THIS LARCE FAMILY DowN NEAR
GUEEN'S PARK 1N New WESTMINSTER IN A VERY SMALL HoUSE.
HE WAS ON THE PRowL FoR A More SMCiovs HOME, So HE UsEd
To WALK HOME FRom ARDLEY, SNooPING AROUND PoR HoUSES
FOR GALE, HE FOUND A VERY oLD emPTY HousE AT 3813 DR
LAKE AVENYS, BUT HI15 wWiIFe wouLD NOT MoVeE AWAY FRoM NEw)
WESTMINSTER. DAD AND GRANDPA HAD A 100K, G RANDPA WAS
SURE THEY CovD MAKE IT LIVABLE. THE YEAR WAS 1925.

FINANCING WAS THE PRoBLEM. BY Now, FRANK AND
FATHER HAD SToPPeD TALKING. THE FARTNERSHIP WAS OVER.
DAD WANTED TO GET AWAY FRom THE "RANCH * WHICH WAS
BeinG RECLAIMED BY ALPERS AND WEEDS. MOTHER RECITED
HER LIFE HISTORY  wWIiTH FRANK AS A WEAK AND INEFFECTUAL
INDIVIDUAL WHO NEVER 1D MAKE Good ON His MANY
OPPORTUNITIES . 500 WAS NEEDED AS A DoWN PAYMENT,
THE BALANCE OF #3500 To Bt SPRERD OVBR A Few YEARs,
MOTHER ALWAYS HAD A NICE SVIT AND
COAT, SENT BY AUNT PolLLY . SHE Sewbom
DRéssep UP AND LESS SELDOM WENT™
6UT, AS SHE OFTeN HEMEORRAGED AND
HAD To Bg& VeRY Sniklk.

ONE DAY, SHe PUT ON HeR HAT AND

b GLOVES AND TOOK THE TRAM Tdo VANCOUVER

L U HER FORMER EMPLOYER, WHEN THE RILKeR.
—ER o LIVED IN NELSON; WAS Now A YANCOUVER
BANK MANAGER . SHE BoLDLY WALKED INTD HIS OFFICE AND
REfWED THEIR ACQUAINTANCE , SHE WALKED OUT wWITH ALOAN-
HOO . JUST LIKE THAT. DAD WAS STUNNED. GRANDPA
WAS PROUD. MOTHER WAS OVERWHELMED BY HER own
AUDALITY, AND SUFFERED ONE OF HER TERRIBLE MIGRANGS
FoR DAYS. IT WAS THE ONLY TIME SHE 5V6Q ACTED ALONE.

BUT THe PLACE WAS OURS!/AND ONCeE AGAIN,
OOR LIVES CHANGED ABRUPTLY AND DRASTICALLY,

I WAs ECSTATIC — I wouLDd B¢ LIVING wHERE ALL
THE OLDER GIRLS LIVED: JOHANY MAD FRIENDS THERE

To0, BUT LITTLE GSRACE WAS LEAVING THE BLOTTS
ARD SoeME TEARS WERE SHED OVER THATS




THE ENTHUSIASM 2F THe FAMILY FoR THE VeRY O
CLAVDE HILL HOUSE CALLED BROBKEIED CAN ONLY BE

UNDERSTOOD BY oUR DESIRE To LIVE IN A MHoUBS ANy
HOUSE., FOR MOST PEOPLE, THE OLD HOUSE, WHICH wAS i~

R FAIR WAY Tp FALLNG Down THRoVGH RoTrgp Sitls oN
THE GRKOUND,; WouLD HAVE BEEN INACCEPTABE Hp o N

THE WALL OF THE MAIN BEPROOM WAS CRACKED AT THE
CEILING AND 1yY WAS PoKING THRoUGH . THE FRoAT PoRaH
WHICH FACED THE TENNIS CoURT AND MOORE 'S CREEK ,HAD
To BE RIPPED OFF., THE RoOF LEAKED HERE AND THERE. BUT
THE RooMms WERE LARGE , WITH G~-1D FoOT CEILINGS . THE
RAFTERS AND JOISTS WERE LIKE IRON, ROUGH COT AT A
SAWMILL THAT USED TO OPERATE AT THE SPERLING END
OF Deck AKe. THE HOUSE WAS SURRoONDED
BY GRASs AND FLOWERS
GoNG WiLD AND TALL TRES.

1T HAD RUNNING WATER,
%

ELECTRICITY (PROP
CoRps FRom THE

=>0eiLNGs.) 1T WAS
T Heated BY THE KiTeHed

"\ STOVE, A woe)p BURNING

HALL HEATER AND THE
FIREPLALE.

MA. LESLIE, THE STORE-
Ke€PER, MoveD US WY
His tITTLE TRUCK. THE
STOVE WAS THE LARGEST
( [T'éM « MONEY WAS AVAIL-
ABLE-IN THoSE s, THe B.C ELECTRIC. WAS PLANNING
ReNSVATION %ODI?]\‘(GAGG— PLAN,B8F MOTHER 1NSISTED THART FIRST

[ 4
v HER” LOAN B¢ PAID REGULARLY, DUTIFYLLY, CoME HELL O
HIZH WATER- A MATTER OF |HONOUR, THE BANK MANAGER.

KNEW HER weLL. THE House HAD cosT £1opo, THE REPAIRS
To THE FOUNDATION TooK QuUITE A 8IT. DAD BoUGHT A LAWN
MOWER, A LAWN RoLLER, AND WITH HIS UNBOUNDED ENERGY,
BEGAN TURNING THhs RUNDOWN % ACRE TRIANGLE INTp A
CORNER OF OLDE ENGLAND. OVERNIGHT HE CHANCED His IMAGE .
FROM HARDY PIONEEGR Td ENGLISH GENTLEMAN WAS
AN EASY TRANSITION FoR OUR CHAMELEON PARENT, THE cHANGE
WAS ABRUPT AND PERMANENT FoR i jniy BUT DIFFICOLT FpR ¢S

Tams e




qAT- %7
7
THE MOVE FROM DouvGlLAS RoAD To DEER LAKE t925'

WAS onNLY A MATTER OF Twe oR THREE MILES.
IN ACTUAL DISTANCE, BUT THE TWO PLACES OF
RESIDENCE WERE IN TwWo VASTLY DirFeRiNG
COMMUNITIES.

DEER LAKE AREA WAS MUCH LIKE AKX OLD
COUNTRY VILLAGE. THE OLD FAMILIES WHO HAD
COME FRoM ENGLAND AS SETNLERS HAD gaCH
TAKEN A QUARTER SECTION OF THE LUsSH VALLEY
LAND. THEY LIVED BY MIXED FARMING OF A RATHER,
INDIFFERSNT NATURE, BY SELLING OFF LITTLE BITS
OF LAND, BY OCCASIoNAL REMITTANCES FRuM &NGLAND
THE SPR6TTS, CLpuUDE AND BERNARD HiLL, THs PoNTI FAX
FAMILY, THE PEERS HAD Bé€N ESTABLISHED FROM
THE EARLY PART OF THE CENTURY,

THE MATHERS, CEPERLEYS AND MOORS HAD
MoveDp N WITH W.w.l WEALTH AND BUILT LARGE
MANSIONS ON ACREAGE PURCHASED FRomM™ THE
FIRST GRouP. THERE WERE LAWAN TENNIS CoORTS,
BoAT Houses oN THE LAKE, ACREs OF BuTTeRaUPS
AND DAISIES, FLOWERING BUYSHES SUcH AS HAWTHORNE,
RHODODENDRUM, AND AVENUVES 0F CHESTNUT TRE6S,
FISLDS OF IRASPBERRILS AND APPLE, PERR AND CHERRY
TIREES, HE WINDING CREEK WAS BEAUTIFUL IN THE GULLY:
| DAD MPReSSED ALL THE ENGgLISH SBT BY Mis
EDUCATED ENGLISH ™ CONVERSATIONS AND HIS BxPANSIVE
SPENDING . UNFORTUNATELY, HIS FUNDS WERE LMITED 7o
A WORKMANS SALARY - S0 oUR TEEN YEARS WERE

SPENT 1IN A KIND OF FINANCIAL AND SoCsAL NEVER-
NEVER LAND, DAD FpUNRD IT mMoRe FRUSTRATING-

THAN ANY LIFE HE MHAD EVER LUIVED — BUT THAT
1S ANOTHER STORY.

- //’La,?f 347788
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MOTHER JUST SET UP HER DESK AND HER FAMILY
PoSSESSIONS AND CARRIED ON JUST AS sHE HAD ON
DOUGLAS ROAD., SHE was STiLL TIED To A CANTANKERDUS
wWoOD RANGEs AND THE SUPPLY OF wooD WAS NOT AS
GrooD- NO LOVELY CEDAR KINDLING AND LoADS OF SLAB
FIR REPLACED THE ALDER AND HAND SPLIT FiR.

Gﬁ //.)&, SHE LiKED THE FLusH TOILET:
. %/ THE BATHTUB WAS LAReEE, FAINTED GALi_y’ANtz.E:D
Eu’_ ¢ IN A WOODPEN FRAME. /————f’—’ﬂ:\eg
To DRAW A Goobp BATH.L
/)_'_/:___. PRETTY WELL EMPTED [ ” Lt fu’(
THE WATER TANK. A WATER JACKET HAD
GEEN FITTED INSIDE THE SToVE AND A TANK STbop
BESIDE THE STOVE. BATRS WERE ALWAYS BEDTIME
AFFAIRS FOR THE KIDS.
WE HAD T TAKE OUR LUNGH Tb DOUGLAS KOAD

Now, To MY DELIGHT. THE OLDER KiDS HAD BEEN SENT

Jo EDPMONDS ST, SCiool FOR GRADE &, S0 FOR TWO
NIOR GRoOP IN THE SCHOOL .

YEARS MY CLASS WAS THE SE&
AN AMERICAN FamILY NAMED KUHN MOVED INTo THE
CEPERLEY HOUSE ON DEER LAKE AVENUE , THEIR OLDEST,
BARBARA, WAS MY FRIEND, srH& HAD CuRLY BRown HAIR,
BUCK T&eTH,

QUT SHORT, A PRoMINENT RED NOSE, FAIRLY
AND SHE WAS UPTD ANYTHING, INCLUDING CHALLENGING
LEARNED To LIVE DANGEROUSLY,

Miss WARBURToON « I S0ON

: WE CHASED ROYs WITH SNAKES, WE w RoTE NOTES,
AND MISS WARBURToN WRoTe A NoTE Td MY PARGN 1S
SUECESTING THAT MY FRIENDSHIP WAS MI1sPLACED -
THAT BARBARA WAS A BAD INFLUENCE oN ME.T
WAS GROUNDED PERMANENTLY. WHEREVER L WENL
GRACE HAD To Go,Too. JorNNY WAS AS FREE AS

A PIRDsOR So IT SEEMED To ME. HIS FRIENDS
cAME AROUND, THEY SHOT GUNS AND WENT To THE
SwAMP DOWN ON SPERLING: THEY CAUGHT SUCKERS

IN THE CREEK. | ,

BUT T WAS HOME, "HELPING DoiNG ERRANDS,
DoING HOMEWORIK. WE ALL WENT To EARLY SERVICE
ONCE A MONTH4 AND I WENT To MRS. BoueHERS SUNDAY
SCHOOL CLASS. MY PEERS CCCASIONALLY INVITED ME
OVER, BUT GRACE WAS THRES YEARS YoUNGER. THEY WOULD
SAY, " FORGET 1T YoU KNow... * T KNewW.




