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INTVWR: This is Rajdeep Dhadwal. I'm interviewing Shanaz Khan September 24th, 2023 at the
Burnaby Village Museum. Okay. I guess I'll just start. When were you born?

SK: 1950, January 1954.

INTVWR: Okay. And where were you born?

SK: I'was born in Suva, Fiji.

INTVWR: Okay. Who was in your family when you were born?

SK: My parents, like my grandparents, aunts, and uncles. We had a big family.
INTVWR: Oh, wow. How many aunts and uncles did you have living with you?

SK: Oh, none of them lived with me, with us. We lived on our own. We lived with our
grandparents in the very beginning when | think | was born in the hospital and then we moved
out. My parents always worked and so we always had a home of ourselves.

INTVWR: Oh, okay. Your grandparents didn't live with you?

SK: No, we no, my grandparents never lived with us. So my dad's side of the parents lived on
one side of the family, and my mom's parents lived 00:01:00 on another side of the family. They
both had very big families, like 10 children on each side. So they all lived on their own. We
never lived with our grandparents.

INTVWR: Oh, okay. So they all lived separately. And then, wha- , how many siblings did you
have?

SK: I only have one younger brother.

INTVWR: One younger brother, okay. What year was he born?
SK: He's one year younger than me, so I'd say 1955.

INTVWR: Okay. What did your parents do for work?

SK: My mom worked in a department store as a cashier and my dad ran his uncle's business,
which was like a rental car, motor parts, and sawmill. He oversaw the business for my uncle.

INTVWR: Okay. And how long did he have that business for?

SK: Since childhood, since I've known. My uncle had this business. He was a very huge
businessman in Suva. And so my uncle, my dad did that until we immigrated to Vancouver.

INTVWR: Oh, wow. Okay. And then your mom was a cashier for 00:02:00 how long?
SK: I would say, since | can remember. Since | was born.
INTVWR: Okay, so she's always been...
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SK: She was home for a few years, I'd say, until | went to kindergarten and grade one. Then she
started working all the time, and then she started working full time.

INTVWR: Right, right.

SK: My mom and dad had me very young.

INTVWR: Your mom and dad's names?

SK: Dad's name is Mohammed and my mom's name is Liz.

INTVWR: Okay. All right, so I have a sense of what your life was like in Fiji. Did you go to
school there?

SK: Yes, I did. We went to kindergarten, and then we went to uh, | went to a private Christian
school, and then | went to a high school.

INTVWR: Okay, so you were there for a while?
SK: Yes. | came here when | was 17.

INTVWR: Oh, wow. Okay, 17 years. And what was the reason for your whole family or for your
family coming?

(sound of phone ringing)

SK: Sorry.

INTVWR: That’s ok.

SK: [inaudible]

INTVWR: Oh we’ll just cut it out.

SK: Well, 00:03:00 I've got to make sure it’s not my family. Oh I don’t know. There’s only
scammers always calling. They hung up.

INTVWR: | get a lot of scammers.

SK: [inaudible] as soon as they call once, that’s it I block it.

INTVWR: That’s smart.

SK: Yeah

INTVWR: Once you pick it up then they know that you’re...[inaudible]

SK: I don’t pick it up at all, I just block it right away.

INTVWR: Yeah.

SK: Yeah, [inaudible] and it’s all that 778 number right now. 828 something. Yeah, its-
INTVWR: That’s weird
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SK: Yeah. Anways.
INTVWR: Anyways, um. What was my question, Oh yeah, school, or sorry why you came here?

SK: Well my dad's younger brother had moved, 1 think, a couple of years before that and he said
that it's better for the kids to have better education. | mean, even though we spoke in English and
we had a university, he said it's for better not just for the education but for the growth, and their

outlook, everything, just completely different. They need to know to learn different cultures and

INTVWR: And what year did your dad's brother come here?

SK: I'd say 2 years before us. So 1970, 00:04:00 I would say.
INTVWR: Okay. Were did he live? Vancouver or Burnaby?

SK: Yeah, in Vancouver. We always lived in VVancouver.

INTVWR: Okay. So when you were 17, you came here with your whole family and you were
living in Vancouver. And what was your dad working as? Like, what did he start working?

SK: Well, actually 1 went to JO for a year.

INTVWR: Where?

SK: John Oliver high school.

INTVWR: John Oliver, oh. Okay. I didn't know what that was.

SK: Okay. Oh, yeah. You wouldn't know because you're not from Vancouver.
INTVWR: I'm from Surrey, | don't know.

SK: John Oliver for a year, it was quite challenging actually, the kids and everything. Even
though we spoke in English really well and we dressed properly, and stuff but it was quite
challenging to get used to the system.

INTVWR: Yeah, What kind of experience did you have?

SK: There was no, I didn't find anybody making fun of you or poking and stuff like that, but it
was just hard to get into it, | think. | found it just different to get into it. You know like, when the
bell rings, you move from one to another class. Back home, you stay in the same 00:05:00 class
as the teacher comes to you.

INTVWR: Oh, | see.

SK: Yeah, that's what it is. A different subjects every hour or whatever, the teacher comes back
and forth. Here, you have to go from one room to another room to another floor. It was different.

INTVWR: Yeah, so the culture shock.

SK: Yeah, it was quite a bit of change. | then | went to Langara college for another year. |
thought I'll become an accountant., but then it was very challenging to learn the accounting
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system because it's so different. And then by that time, my mom was homesick so we went back
home.

INTVWR: Oh, okay. How long was it between you coming here and you leaving?
SK: About 10 months.

INTVWR: Okay, so you only stayed for 10 months. You graduated high school and you went to
Langara and then like, "Let's go back home." Okay.

SK: And when we went back home, I went straight to work. | worked for Westpac. It was an
Australian bank.

INTVWR: Okay, Westpac. How long were you there in Fiji? The second time.
SK: 10 months.

INTVWR: Okay. You did 10 months here, and then you went back for 11 months, then you
came back here. 00:06:00

SK: Yeah, because we didn't want our visa to actually expire.

INTVWR: Oh, okay. The second time you came back with your whole family again? And your
mom was fine at that point?

SK: Yeah at that point. And then we, before we left, we had already bought a house. We had
bought a house on Fraser in 26th. We rented it out because we knew we were coming back. We
stayed with my uncle for a couple of months and I think we bought the house right away. | don't
remember renting anywhere. We bought the house right away and then before we left, we rented
the house and then we left. And then when we came back, we had to give notice to the tenants.
They moved out, we lived in it for a little bit - not long, a few months. We decided to buy a
brand new home on Victoria Drive.

INTVWR: Okay, and that's in?
SK: Victoria and 54th, in VVancouver.
INTVWR: 54th, so you stayed in Vancouver?

SK: Yeah. | stayed in Vancouver until 1 got married in '77. Then | lived in Surrey for 2 years
with my husband. Yeah, '79. It was just too much of a commute because by this time | was
00:07:00 working in the bank and it was downtown. It was just too much like a Bank of
Montreal.

INTVWR: BMO, yeah.

SK: Yeah, it was just too much of a commute from Surrey too, and | worked long hours - like
9:30 to 6:00. The commute was long. My dad would give me a ride or my husband would pick
me up. They did turns, which was really good. | found another job with Scotia Bank in
Vancouver as a part-time because that's where | was starting. But | never worked part-time
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because once they realized how good | was with work, they just let me work full-time. They
gave me a full time job.

INTVWR: That's awesome, okay.

SK: Yeah, that was at Granville and 8th. That was Scotiabank.
INTVWR: Okay, Scotiabank.

SK: That's when | worked full time until I had my son, in 1985.
INTVWR: 1985.

SK: Then | took a year off and | went back to the bank for a year and worked nights because |
wanted to be with him during the day and it wasn't working out because it was just too
challenging to come home 00:08:00 at 2 in the morning. So then I decided to leave that and
decided to go and change careers. | went into baking, a chef training course.

INTVWR: Oh, chef training. You told me that, yeah. Where did you go to school for that?
SK: I went to a Pierre de Beérulle culinary school. It was a French cooking school back then.
INTVWR: Okay. In Vancouver?

SK: Yeah, it's in South Granville, Granville and 7th. Yeah. So I did that for 6 months, |
graduated, and my mom was looking after my son at that time. | graduated and | worked at
different restaurants and bakeries. | did that for a few years, then | found out | was allergic to
flour and | had to quit that. | went back to banking and I started part-time. | started because |
wanted to take my son to school back and forth. After | dropped him in school, | would finish
before 3:00 until he was about 10 or 11, then | started working full time.

INTVWR: | see. For that 00:09:00 decade, you worked part time.

SK: Yeah, | did work part-time to drop him off because | wanted to make sure that he was in
school and | picked him up.

INTVWR: Yeah. Where was that bank that you were working at?
SK: It was still Scotiabank?
INTVWR: It's still the same one. Oh, okay. All good. They took you back.

SK: Yeah, same bank. Oh yeah, they wouldn’t have, no, no. They were happy that | was coming
back because | had a good record, yeah my employment and everything and my work history, oh
yeah. So | worked at the Scotiabank till I moved, so | moved around quite a bit. | worked there
then | worked at the downtown Scotiabank, the Social Tower, for 10 years until they closed our
accounting department. Then I went and did leaky condo loans for Scotiabank and | went into
mortgage underwriting center until they decided to close the office, and that's when I got laid off
and they said, "Find your own job." I couldn't find anything. I said, "No. | took a severance for a
year and three months." | just said, "I'm just going to..." Because by that time, the 2 years that |
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had worked at this particular office was very stressful. There was a lot of racism there. 00:10:00
Absolutely.

INTVWR: Yeah. What experiences did you have there?

SK: Oh, they would talk behind your back. They would always complain because | was also a
supervisor and they would criticize me saying I'm not doing my job properly. But they would go
to the manager, not to me directly, and the manager would only do a hearsay. Not talk to me
directly.

INTVWR: Right, right, right.

SK: Oh, big time. There was just a lot of racism there because there was a couple of Punjabi
young women and me, so old Chinese and stuff. But it was always the Chinese and the whites
were together, the white people sorry, Caucasians. And then they were always criticizing Indian
people. And there was like | said, 3 or 4 of us. And we did well, it's not like we were, and you
know... It just didn't. There was just something, | don't know what it was.

INTVWR: Maybe they just used you as a scapegoat.

SK: Yeah, and we were all good workers and stuff so we had. No, we were not lazy. And we
were not smokers and most of them were smokers. So every half an hour and hour, they were out
there, you know, smoking away.

INTVWR: Yeah, yeah. That must have been really stressful. 00:11:00

SK: Yeah, that was the 2 years | had to go on stress leave once and stuff because it was just way
too much. And then when they decided to close the office, they moved it to Calgary. They gave
us an option 'go find another job' which was really ridiculous because | was in the bank 25 years
or 'take the severance'. | said, "No, I'm taking the severance." So | stayed home for one year,
collected the severance, and got my life back on in order again so that | could actually. And then
| went on EI because it was a layoff. | was seeing someone at that time, he was a geologist. He
got a job in Tumbler Ridge as a geologist. He said to me, "Well, I'm working that. Do you want
to work up there? I'll find you a job or I'll get you interviewed and stuff like that." You can move
for 2 years. | hummed and hawed and said, "I'm still very young." And so, I did. | moved up
there for 2 years and | worked in a mine as a project accountant.

INTVWR: Okay. | thought you were a miner.

SK: No, no, no. I can't do that. I've got to go to school. He was 00:12:00 a geologist. No |
worked in a trailer, out of trailer for 2 years out of a trailer in -20, -30 degrees.

INTVWR: Wow, that must have been such an experience.

SK: In wintertime. Yeah, it was. Actually, I'm glad I did that. It was a really good experience
because | know a lot about coal now. It was coal, like the mac-coal. | knew a lot about it. How to
get up at 5:30 in the morning, go to work, and bring the snow down out of the trailer doors to get
in. Do all the different parts and know about the trucking and everything. Looking at a small
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mining town, very small. Like, just really, really small. Like, one grocery store. People were
friendly and stuff, but there was just nothing for me coming from a city. And to go up there, |
would have never survived.

INTVWR: Like, long term.

SK: Yeah. There was no way, even though the money was good but there's nothing there. |
mean, | missed my culture, I missed my family, my son was only like 20-21 at that time - 23,
maybe? Yeah, so 2 years later, then my son was getting married, so | packed it up and | came
back. 00:13:00 He decided that he better come down and he rented a house. | just stayed here
and tried finding a job here. There was just impossible. By this time, | was like in mid to late 50s
now. It was challenging because either | was too experienced or underqualified, too old, or
demanding too much of a salary. So I didn't do anything then and I couldn't find anything. So
financially, I was fine. | had a financial advisor and he said it was fine. Like if, I wasn't just
going to go work at a grocery store and stuff with all that experience and everything, | just didn't
think minimum wage was my thing to go. So financially, it was fine. Like | decided that, '‘Okay."
But it's too bad because I really missed working and I really am smart enough and young enough
to that. I really wanted to work. So | started volunteering. | was volunteering and | became a
fitness instructor with the YMCA. | ran the Sun-Run clinic for 5 years. | was a fitness 00:14:00
instructor for 10 years. | ran the running club from the YMCA. | volunteered for my strata a
couple of years and then I quit that. | volunteered at the Bonsor senior center by Metrotown. |
went back on the strata in 2018 until last year. Now, I'm back into looking for volunteering
again.

INTVWR: | see, which brings us here.

SK: Yeah, I do enjoy volunteering and I really want to give back. I've always volunteered some
one way or another.

INTVWR: Yeah, so you retired around like mid-50s and then you started volunteering at that
point?

SK: Yeah.
INTVWR: Okay. When did you first move to Burnaby?

SK: I moved to Burnaby 19 years ago. After I got separated, | had to move. | was looking for a
townhouse, like a corner unit that had a window, kitchen, and a patio. 19 years ago, | don't know
how would that be?

INTVWR: A long time ago. | can't do math.

SK: Yeah, 00:15:00 19 years ago. Before that, I always lived in Vancouver from the time we
immigrated.

INTVWR: How would you describe the life in Vancouver versus Burnaby?
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SK: So where I live, is, I don’t know if you want the complex name, it’s in Burnaby. Yeah, it’s
in Burnaby.

INTVWR: Yeah.
SK: It’s close to the well, yeah and then people would know about it.

INTVWR: You can just give me like, like you live in Burnaby. So the culture of Burnaby and
Vancouver is different.

SK: Oh yeah. Yes, well where I live, it’s quieter, it's beside a park and everything. It's close to
everything. Like, it's close to highway one, grocery stores, and everything else. | actually like it
better. I think it's less congested where | am. It's closer to everything. I don't have to commute a
lot. But | do have to go to VVancouver because my son lives in Vancouver and my dad lives in
Vancouver. So | do have to go to Vancouver. And | only go to South Bend because that's the
area they live, or if I go downtown if | have a hair salon, or shopping, and stuff. But 1 00:16:00
find, yeah it' busy. It's congested.

INTVWR: In Vancouver, yeah.

SK: It's busy, it's congested. But I live most of my life there | know my way around. So it really
doesn't bother me.

INTVWR: Yeah. How would you say Burnaby has changed over the last 19 years you've been
here?

SK: Oh, big time. So the department stores like big, like Costco and uh... I don't know about the
highways and stuff, but I think the improvement in Metrotown, improvement in Brentwood now
- the more grocery stores, it’s more, | think I've seen more coffee shops, more restaurants, and
more grocery stores. It's actually quite good. It's like walking distance to a lot of places, which |
really enjoy. Like, | want to just get out and walk rather than always driving.

INTVWR: Right. So it's more walkable now?

SK: Yeah, it's more walkable. It's more easily accessible, too. Like, there's more selection of
everything. | mean, VVancouver has it too, but I think you have to always drive depends on where
you live.

INTVWR: Yeah. Vancouver, is also, yeah some 00:17:00 places are just very congested.
SK: Yeah, some places are congested.
INTVWR: Yeah.

SK: Like Champlain Mall area, | find, is very congested where my dad lives. The parking lot is
just quite congested. Where my son lives, it's actually quite open and quite nice there.

INTVWR: Yeah. Maybe, it just depends on where you are.
SK: It depends on the area, I think.
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INTVWR: Yeah, yeah. And how would you say when you were younger and you came here the
first time, what was the shopping experience like? Like, grocery stores. Could you get Fijian
food or Indian food?

SK: I don't remember that very much because my mom and dad did most of the grocery
shopping. At that point, I think we were like school or then working. I think Victoria Drive, there
would be a lot of Chinese stores on Victoria Drive. There was an Indian store - oh, | forgot to get
the name of that one particular Indian store that we used to get that we also had. If people were
visiting from Fiji, they would bring stuff. They would get through agriculture and bring things.

INTVWR: Right, okay.

SK: Um my parents... and then we also had quite a few families 00:18:00 that had started
immigrating after us. They would actually make the suggestions to my parents and say, "Go over
there, go over there, go over here.” They did the grocery shopping. | actually hardly ever went
with them.

INTVWR: Do you remember the intersection of that Indian store by any chance?
SK: Yeah, it would be around 35th and Victoria Drive.
INTVWR: Right, 35th and Victoria, right. Then they had Chinese stores there too.

SK: Yeah. Chinese stores all along Victoria Drive. A few here and there, but not that many.
Main Street, there was Main Street, the Indian, Indo-Canadian stores there.

INTVWR: Yeah, yeah.
SK: Some on Fraser, maybe.
INTVWR: Fraser, yeah.

SK: Because we were on Victoria Drive, you would go along 49th or 54th, and then you would
be in there.

INTVWR: Right, and | remember you telling me the second house you bought was by Victoria
Drive or was by the store?

SK: The second house we bought was 54th in Victoria Drive.
INTVWR: It was by all the stores, so you could just go there.

SK: Yeah, most of the time. But it's not just that we only had Indian food, mom also 00:19:00
made other types of like stir-fries and stuff like that, but predominantly it was Indian food.

INTVWR: Yeah. Do you, what was your favorite dish growing up?
SK: Oh, I think curried fish with coconut milk.
INTVWR: Curried fish with coconut milk, okay. Do you still ...
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SK: Because we grew up on an island, so every weekend, my we would go to the beach there.
And so the fishermen would actually fish like come early morning, 5:30, 6.

INTVWR: Okay.

SK: And they would have the seafood lined up on the sand. | remember us going to pick up what
dad would want for that particular day and then we would bring it home.

INTVWR: Oh | see, okay. Yeah, that's very fresh.

SK: Yeah, it was fresh. It was actually really quite a nice experience.
INTVWR: Yeah, that's cool, that’s a cool experience to have.

SK: Yeah, we did grow up with a lot of fish and lamb. Lamb is my favorite.
INTVWR: I've noticed my fiancé’s mom cooks a lot of fish and lamb curries.
SK: Yeah, I like lamb. I love lamb, rack of lamb and curried lamb.
INTVWR: That's like a very Fijian staple, would you say?

SK: Yeah, because the lamb was just - like, we had so much 00:20:00 land there so the lamb was
there. And the goat, but goat was not my favorite. Chicken was my, we had chicken too because
we had chicken everywhere.

INTVWR: In Fiji...

SK: Yeah, [inaudible] you cut it in the backyard, clean it up, put it in hot water, feather it off, and
there you go, curry chicken. As soon as we find we have family coming, that was the main thing.

INTVWR: Yeah, so here though, when you were making curries here, you just went to the store
and got chicken that's already made.

SK: Chicken’s already cut up and ready to go.
INTVWR: Yeah, yeah, okay.

SK: That was my favorite too. Yeah, roti and vegetables. We had local vegetables like jackfruit.
And that was my favorite, so jackfruit curry.

INTVWR: So your mom probably made a lot of that.
SK: Oh, yeah. My mom was a really good cook growing up, even here.
INTVWR: Yeah, and she learned from her mom? I'm guessing.

SK: Probably, yeah. I don't know. My grandma taught my mom much because my mom had 10
other siblings.

INTVWR: True, maybe one of them taught her.

10
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SK: Sorry, but | better not say this but I always say this. My grandma was too busy having
00:21:00 children.

INTVWR: That's where...
SK: Yeah, because my grandpa, my mom's side grandfather was a cook on a, on a fishing vessel.
INTVWR: Oh, cool.

SK: Yeah. He would go out fishing and stuff. Every time he would come back, we said grandma
got pregnant, you know.

INTVWR: Oh, my goodness. | mean, it's not a total lie.

SK: Yeah, she, It's really almost like true. Like, there's only a couple of years difference between
my mom and her sisters. And then | have an aunt who's my mom's sister, who's younger than me
by a couple of years.

INTVWR: That happens sometimes.

SK: Yeah and then I also have an uncle, my dad's side, who was also younger than me. You
know, like hello, your daughter's producing and now you're having some? | say that, but my
aunts they get kind of, "Oh." Well, it's a fact. | mean, really?

INTVWR: Yeah, that's true. So do you call them like [auntie]?
SK: Oh no.

INTVWR: Or are you calling them by their names?

SK: Oh, yeah. I don't call them by - they're younger than me.
INTVWR: That's what | would think, that's what | was wondering.

SK: Oh yeah, I call them by the name. Even my mom's sister who 00:22:00 lives here, there's
one sister that lives here, | think she's in her mid-70s. | just call her by her name. I'm not going to
call her aunt.

INTVWR: That's fair, yeah.

SK: Yeah, same, there’s another uncle, he lives in Fiji, I just call him by their name. There's no
way I'm calling them aunt and uncle when they're only like a few years older than me.

INTVWR: That's fair. | have uncles that are a few years older than me. I just call them by their
names. Yeah, it's kind of weird right, because they're like your peers more than your...

SK: Well, they are. Because really, we have a lot in, we can talk about things and stuff and relate
to it. So they're not that old that they don't understand what you're saying. They have the same
type of mentality.

INTVWR: That’s true.
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SK: So | just can't see them calling unless they're in their late 70s or 80s and stuff. You know, |
do have aunts and uncles that are that old.

INTVWR: Yeah, okay. That makes sense.

SK: Yeah, but not when they're a few years older than me.

INTVWR: Yeah. Then you're just like, "You're like my sibling." More like my -
SK: Yeah, we can talk about it and stuff.

INTVWR: Yeah. So when you're growing up, did you have many Fijian functions that you went
to? Was the community not here?

SK: No, no we used to go to like birthday parties. What | do remember that was the best thing
00:23:00 that we used to do - at least once, my uncle, one of my uncles, had a bus company.
Like, a transport, a bus company. So once a month, my dad would, we would rent and we would
take that bus. My dad would actually go borrow the bus and then he would actually go pick up
all the aunts, uncles, and all the cousins from everybody's house. We would actually
communicate that will be ready at 9:00 or 8:00, we have to go. So my dad would be the driver
and we would pick all the uncles and aunts, and someone would bring, someone would bring the
food. We brought our hats, straws, baskets, mats, and stuff. We'd go for a picnic about, | don't
know, an hour or 3 hours away sometimes. We would all go because my other uncle, that ran the
business, he had a house, he had bought a house on the beach. So we would go there, use the
house, use the toilets and stuff and cook the food there, have lunch there, stay on the beach, and
stuff, around 3:00 or 4:00, pack up and then come home.

INTVWR: Oh, that's 00:24:00 nice.

SK: But that's how when my dad started saying, "Okay. You got to go in the ocean, you got to
swim, and stuff.” But it was challenging for me because | got quite scared.

INTVWR: Yes, yeah and the water must have been different than [inaudible]
SK: Yes, very rough because it's open ocean, yeah.
INTVWR: Yes, yeah, so -

SK: Yeah. There was no breakers. Like, you can go to areas and resorts where they make it. This
was quite open ocean like the waves. My dad was also another thing, too. That was not good. He
would just throw us in the water and say, "Okay." You're just struggling with the salty water and
the waves coming at you, and just beating at you. It was really not a good and pleasant
experience for me. | think I've always not liked being out in the ocean. | took swimming lessons
after that just so that they would encourage me to, in Fiji.

INTVWR: Yep
SK: But I, | couldn't do it.
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INTVWR: In Fiji, did you have the same experience where you went out to the ocean?
SK: Yeah.

INTVWR: But it was different?

SK: Well, that's when | started getting that experience.

INTVWR: Oh, | see. He started doing that back then.

SK: Yeah., yeah.

INTVWR: Oh okay.

SK: Then when he realized, my parents realized that | was not 00:25:00 you know not, doing
well and | was afraid of the water, they started taking me to lessons in Fiji.

INTVWR: Oh, I see, okay.

SK: Yeah, at the YWCA, we used to have a YM and a YW. They had a big swimming pool,
outdoor, and I still couldn't get over that, that fear.

INTVWR: Yeah, yeah, even today, you don't?

SK: No, even today, when | do go to Hawaii and stuff, I've gone on trips. | would just go to the
edge and come back. I've actually had a few experience in Hawaii too where the ocean was so
rough on the North Shore of Oahu, where | almost lost my bathing suit because the wave was
big. I just went and sat down.

INTVWR: Oh my goodness.

SK; And then I took kayak lessons here at Jericho, you had to flip the kayak, and that's when |
lost it as well too. | couldn't come up. I said, "No more."

INTVWR: Yeah, I can't do kayaking. I look at the water and I'm like, "It's too close to me." |
don't know how deep it is.

SK: It's common though, because I also have a girlfriend that grew up in Hawaii. She doesn't
swim either. She doesn't go in the water either. She doesn't like ocean.

INTVWR: That's interesting. My cousin grew up on Vancouver Island. He also doesn't really
like being by the ocean. 00:26:00 That's very odd.

SK: I love it. I love the sound, I can sit on the beach, and enjoy. That's all I do. I'll go check the
water and I'll look around, but I can't handle it. So where 1 live, there's a swimming pool which is
only like 5, 4 feet deep. That's fine as long as my feet touch the bottom.

INTVWR: Then you feel safe?

SK: Yeah. So I can actually, what I do is | do water aerobics so | go back and forth. Then when |
was living in Vancouver, | was a member at the YMCA because | was teaching there. So | would
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go and do water aerobics there, but | had that belt on so that I could go in the deep end. | took
lessons there and I still couldn’t so do it.

INTVWR: Yeah.
SK: Even up till now, everybody makes fun of me. | said, "'l don't care.”
INTVWR: Yep, it’s whatever you're comfortable with.

SK: I really don’t care, because when | went to Hawaii a couple of times with my previous
partner, he had numerous accidents because he would just go in the boogie board and go there.
The ocean is rough, actually. People don't realize how rough the ocean is. He got hurt a couple of
times and thrashed around. I said, "Well, I'm 00:27:00 sitting here watching you."

INTVWR: Yeah. You're like, "l don't have to deal with that. | don't have to do that."
SK: Yeah, It's always been there with me.

INTVWR: Yeah. | mean, that's fair. | think a lot of people do have that fear. And they just don't
talk about it.

SK: Yeah, but if somebody says, then | would bring it up. Otherwise, | don't talk about it.

INTVWR: That's fair. Yeah, yeah, yeah. I'm going to guess then. When you got lessons in Fiji
when you came here, did you do any like recreational stuff in Burnaby or when you moved to
Burnaby?

SK: When | moved to Burnaby?
INTVWR: Yeah, you were the fitness instructor.

SK: I was running, actually. I started running in Burnaby when | moved here. Yeah | was
running actually but then | found out that I think with all the running on the cement, there was
more cement and where | live is more cement. There's hardly any like tracks area. Unless, you go
to BCIT and then you just go flat black. It's too boring when you go to Swangard Stadium and
run through the bushes and stuff and trees. I'm not familiar with that. Yeah, no and then | started
having knee problems. So then I started, | found out that I had 00:28:00 a torn cartilage so | had
to have knee surgery. And then that got better and then | started running again, and then the right
knee went. So I...

INTVWR: | can't catch a break!

SK: No, so I had to stop running, actually. So then they encouraged me to just keep walking and
doing the water aerobics. I started going to yoga, that's it. Just walking, yoga.

INTVWR: And where, which recreation facility have you used?
SK: So in our complex, I use our gym.
INTVWR: Oh, okay. That's nice. | wish my apartment had that.
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SK: Yeah, we pay extra for that.
INTVWR: That's, that’s why.

SK: And it's good, it's really handy because now I don't want to go to a gym. But | was taking
yoga classes somewhere else like Fitness World then | stopped doing that, and then | started
going to Bonsor for the yoga classes.

INTVWR: I’ve heard, | interviewed someone else and they were saying how Burnaby's really
good for active people. There's just tons of facilities and recreation places here that you can go
to. Like, very active community.

SK: Yeah, it is. So like in Burnaby, you’ve 00:29:00 got the Bonsor, the Cameron, and the
Sinclair Centre. It's quite a bit and there's lots of yoga places as well. You can come to Central
Park for a walk and you come to Burnaby Lake here. Yeah.

INTVWR: Deer Lake, yeah.

SK: Yeah, yeah, there's quite a few areas for walking and stuff. North Burnaby, I guess, the
trails. Burnaby Mountain. There's trails, but it's always seems like you have to drive. | prefer to
actually just get out of the house and walk.

INTVWR: Right.

SK: But, the other place that's good is below Marine Drive the River District, which is sort of
borderline VVancouver bound.

INTVWR: Like, Fraser Mill? No, I think it's something else.
SK: Further down.
INTVWR: Okay, further down.

SK: So like Byrne Road where marketplace is Market Square, where market place, where the
save-on and stuff. That's really nice trail along there too. That's a really nice shopping area too.
It's a strip mall, London Drugs, and everything else. Is there Canadian Tire?

INTVWR: Right, right, okay. So would you say that Burnaby since the 19 years you've been
here, 00:30:00 | know you mentioned that some areas have become more like shopping districts
and stuff like that, would you say that when you moved here it was more nature or is less nature
because there's like an active community? We've got a lot of tree cover, but how do you think
that's changed?

SK: There's more, there’s more trees.
INTVWR: Like more trees now.

SK: Yeah. My complex seems to have like and they don't want to, they want to replace it. | don't
know what Burnaby has, just a lot of, my complex has a lot of it. And I think the way it was

15



492
493

494

495
496

497
498
499

500
501
502

503

504
505

506

507
508
509

510
511
512
513
514
515
516
517
518

519
520
521
522

Transcription: BV023.16.18

Interview with Shanaz Khan

Audio Recording: 2023 0016 0018 002.mp3
Interviewer: Rajdeep Dhadwal (INTVWR)
Interviewee: Shanaz Khan (SK)

Date of Interview: September 24, 2023

planted back then, years ago. And the cities have a hard time, they don't want to cut any trees
down unless it's diseased or it's causing a problem to the foundation.

INTVWR: Right, right.

SK: More trees, | would say. Like, if you look at Central Park. But they're also clearing a lot of
places and stuff too.

INTVWR: That's what I'm wondering because you have Brentwood.
SK: Yeah, it's all building.
INTVWR: Like yeah -

SK: There's a corner lot at the corner of Canada Way and Willingdon that used to be trees and
stuff. Now, it's all cleaned out and I think there's a building going there, | don't know. You
00:31:00 see less and less, it depends on the area as well, | think.

INTVWR: Right.

SK: I think they're trying to do more housing. Oh another thing too is they're trying to do more
housing where there’s Skytrain stations.

INTVWR: Right...

SK: So at the corner of also Gilmore and Lougheed, there's a big condo complex going because
Gilmore station is a train station. So that used to be quite like vegetation, trees, and stuff but now
there's huge high rises going there.

INTVWR: Yeah.

SK: So there’s no, you know.

INTVWR: Does it make you feel like it's becoming more like skyscraper feel?
SK: Yeah, it is, more populated.

INTVWR: Yeah, more populated.

SK: Absolutely more populated now.

INTVWR: Yeah, so when you came here 19?

SK: It wasn't like that before.

INTVWR: Even in Vancouver.

SK: Yeah. Even for 10 years ago, it wasn't like that. Yeah, it’s actually changed. Like even
Brentwood, before was quite nice when there was the old Sears and everything. And you could
just, there was trees still all around it. Right now, you hardly see anything, it's all cement. Like
you see condos and cement, and sky train station.
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INTVWR: Yeah. It's kind of interesting how they're doing that to all the Skytrain 00:32:00
stations. They're all the same design.

SK: They're trying to have more housing, | guess, because there's much problem with housing.

INTVWR: Yeah. | mean, do you, did you find that problem when you were moving to Burnaby?
Housing?

SK: No, no. It was quite accessible, and the prices were quite different. Oh, my goodness.
INTVWR: Prices are very high right.

SK: Yeah, it's like four times as much now, like what | would have to pay for my townhouse.

INTVWR: Yeah. | mean you're lucky you got it at the time you did. Yeah, you kind of and also
when you moved here the first time, like when your parents bought houses, probably way more
affordable.

SK: Yeah, I think we paid like $30,000 or six, $30,000 or something. | can't remember, it's a
long time ago.

INTVWR: That's crazy.

SK: And then, $69,000, I think, we had bought the house in Surrey when | lived there for 2
years. We sold that for $110,000. The house we bought again was $80,000 in Vancouver. That
townhouse | bought before that, that's 00:33:00 $40,000 and then this one here. Yeah, it has
changed quite a bit. It's amazing what people don't realize that I've been here 19 years and that
how much I paid for then and what it's worth now. In 19 years, it's grown. They say usually
townhouses or condos, the value doesn't go up, but

INTVWR: Oh no, they do.
SK: They do. It depends on the townhouse and the area, and the location is huge.

INTVWR: But because there's so much demand for housing, | bet that if you sold your
townhouse now way more than what you paid.

SK: I would have multiple bids on my townhouse.
INTVWR: Yeah. In a second, you would.

SK: Yeah. Oh yeah, | do, because people want I'm always having agents putting stuff in the door
because my mailbox is locked. Because it’s outside and only the postman can get into it, so they
can't get into it. And | don't get junk mail because | put a sticker in it. There's always something
at the door.

INTVWR: That's, that’s what it is.

SK: Yeah, it's ridiculous. You know like, they're always looking. They say I sold one here. And
so if you're interested, just call me. But where 00:34:00 to go after | sell mine?
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INTVWR: Our, our apartment was sold for $3900, or for 39, wait, $39,000, no $390,000. I’m
trying to remember, | can not do my math right now, but that's how much it was sold for. And

then we actually got it for under the asking price because so much renovation had to go into it.
That's why.

SK: Oh, I see. They made up for it.

INTVWR: Yes. But then the next apartment in the building that got sold at this point, it's
$500,000 and up. In 2 years it just half $1 million. It's crazy.

SK: Also my townhouse is actually quite desirable because it's in a corner and | have a patio.
INTVWR: You probably have a nice light there too.

SK: Yeah, so the kitchen has a window, the bathroom has a window. From the top floor, you can
see the park.

INTVWR: Yes, yes.

SK: So you get all the sunlight in from the west, from south and then the west. It's actually and
it’s got our own garage, like, so it's private. You go into 00:35:00 the garage, then you go in
through the door into the laundry room. Yeah, so security wise, it's very good. And then | have a
spot outside as well.

INTVWR: Ok well, I would hold on to your townhouse.

SK: Oh yeah, that's what my son keeps saying. He said, "Oh, we need to keep our property in
Burnaby." Because Burnaby is actually growing quite fast, too. When you think about it, there’s
no where else to go. Actually Burnaby can't go anywhere because one side is Vancouver, the
other side becomes Port Moody or Coquitlam, and then that's it. So Burnaby’s in, you know - but
| also find in the beginning, like not in the beginning but in the last few years, the crime rate was
higher in Burnaby.

INTVWR: Okay.

SK: Yeah so, | don't know, it's shifted now. It seems like it's more Richmond or Port Moody now
because you hear quite a bit in Port Moody.

INTVWR: Yeah, even Coquitlam.

SK: Yeah, and Abbotsford. But a couple of years ago, when | was on a strata council, like we
had the Burnaby RCMP. They did a zoom call and they were talking about the crime and stuff,
how to protect 00:36:00 your property, what's and what's wrong, and stuff. They did say that
Burnaby had the highest crime rate back then. What it is is from Vancouver, they can't go
anywhere so they had to come to Burnaby.

SK: Yeah, that makes sense.
INTVWR: So the crime happens here and then they take off to Surrey or Delta.
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INTVWR: Oh, yeah. You just have to be in the perfect place.

SK: Yeah, in the middle. Yeah because Vancouver, that's it. You go down south, that's the border
already now. And north, you have to go to Whistler and stuff.

INTVWR: But for the most part, have you felt safe for the most part living in Burnaby?

SK: Oh yes, yeah, | have, and | have an alarm but | do feel safe. But you have to know like
anything, you have to know your whereabouts, you can't just aimlessly walk.

INTVWR: That’s true.

SK: Like, even with all the running and walking | do, I actually am very aware. | don't have
walk, moon music walking or anything. | am actually very aware of where I'm going.

INTVWR: Yes. Interesting. Yeah you know, that's good. That's something more people need to
know.

SK: Totally. Even when | was running, | used to carry a pepper spray because | was attacked a
couple of times with dogs. Like, they would come 00:37:00 at you. So | carry pepper spray and
nobody would know. But now, | just have my cell phone all the time and just ready to take
pictures or whatever but you have to be. People just sort of, aimlessly walk in or they run at
night, then they have the Walkman on, and they listen to music and stuff. And they asked me
numerous times, "Do you have the podcast on? Don't you get bored walking?" | said, "No, I'm
enjoying my surroundings.” | have people watch. | watch for cars. | see who’s doing what.

INTVWR: Yeah.

SK: And | see who's doing what just in case somebody attacks me from behind or you never
know, what you know.

INTVWR: Yeah, but at least, like you know I think it's really good that you take care of yourself
and also teaching other people.

SK: Yeah.

INTVWR: You mentioned Sears earlier. So is that like the place where your family would go to
shop for things?

SK: Oh, we had Woodward's.
INTVWR: A Woodward's?
SK: Yeah.

INTVWR: Okay.

SK: We had Woodward's and yeah we had Sears. Woodward's was my favorite actually, we did
have Woodwards and we had Sears.

INTVWR: Was that a clothing store? Woodward's?
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SK: Yeah, grocery and clothing. 00:38:00 It would be something like Sears.
INTVWR: Okay.

SK: It was locally owned. He was a local owner.

INTVWR: Oh, okay. Where was that?

SK: Downtown Vancouver and in Oakridge.

INTVWR: Oakridge, okay. I'm guessing they don't have it anymore.

SK: Oh, no. They went out of business, which is really sad. Then Zellers, there was also Zellers.
INTVWR: | loved Zellers, yeah.

SK: Yeah and then the Bay.

INTVWR: So they had a lot of big department stores.

SK: We then Eaton’s, we also had Eaton's.

INTVWR: We had Eaton's, okay.

SK: Yeah, we had Eaton's. Yeah, there was quite a bit of department stores. That's where we
would shop.

INTVWR: Interesting. Did you mom tend to buy clothes more than make clothes?
SK: Oh, we never made clothes. And | had, my parents were, we didn't wear hand-me-downs.
INTVWR: Okay.

SK: And we didn't go to, I, I, I had that in me. That I, I grew up seeing that because my mom's
side of the family was quite poor. So | did see that there was a lot of hand-me-downs and stuff.
00:39:00 And I was definitely not going through that direction. We had things sewn back home
in Fiji because hey would have local dresses like the Fiji Hawaiian, the tropical dresses,
underwears and all that stuff, bra, bought from the store. But say, if | had a dress made or if | was
going to a party or a function or a wedding, then my mom would have it sewn for me, special.

INTVWR: Oh, I see. Okay, she did that here in Canada and in Fiji?
SK: No, not here. Not here.

INTVWR: Okay, not here. Just in Fiji.

SK: Just back home.

INTVWR: Oh, okay, okay, okay.

SK: Here, we went to all the department stores.

INTVWR: Oh, okay. So if there was like a Fijian function, did you wear just like the Western
clothes? Dresses?
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SK: Here or there?
INTVWR: Here.

SK: Oh, no. if there was a Fijian function - if it is a religious function, yeah no, we would have to
wear | would wear an Indian suit.

INTVWR: | see, okay.
SK: If it was an Indian wedding, | would wear a saree or an Indian suit, yeah.
INTVWR: Those Indian suits would come from Fiji?

SK: No, from here. There would be a few occasions here or we would find a tailor that would
Sew it.

INTVWR: | see.

SK: There would be tailors that 00:40:00 would sew an Indian suit. We just, you know parents
knew, and families knew each other and say, "Oh, she sews this and she sews that. Go see this
person.” Yeah, so Mom would arrange all that stuff until I got married and older, and then |
started doing my own thing by going to Indian stores and buying ready-made stuff.

INTVWR: Yes, yes. So at that time, they didn't have Indian clothing stores?

SK: Not that I know of. | think they did in Main Street. | think there might have been a few here
and there, because there was a lot of people here before us.

INTVWR: Yeah, a lot of Punjabi too, right. | don't know how many Fijians were here though.
SK: No, a lot of Punjabis. Not very many Fijians back then in 72 and '73.

INTVWR: Right, right, right.

SK: It was after that that a lot of my other aunts and uncles came.

INTVWR: Yeah, that's when they...

SK: So there would be stores or we would have its own.

INTVWR: Right, okay, okay. So that's good, you had a network of people that you could kind
of ...

SK: We would get the fabric. And I know like, | think there was a rock a saree house that's been
there for eons.

INTVWR: Yeah.

SK: Yeah, | think my parents, my mom would buy the fabric and then we would have it sewn til
a certain time. Then when the readymade, started coming in, there were pre-made one.

INTVWR: Yeah, then you just 00:41:00 bought those?
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SK: Yeah, then we just bought that.
INTVWR: That's so interesting.
SK: Yeah.

INTVWR: So when you bought clothes or sorry when I guess you sewed them, you got them
sewed in a Fijian style?

SK: No, we got them sewed just like the saree.

INTVWR: Oh, just like a saree.

SK: Yeah. Just like the suit, the pants and -

INTVWR: Okay, | was thinking of tropical dresses for some reason in my head.
SK: No, no, we didn't wear any of that stuff when we came, when we moved here.
INTVWR: It's too cold.

SK: Yeah, it was too cold. It's completely different

INTVWR: Surroundings...

SK: Yeah, yeah different environment and completely different culture. We, we adapted right
away.

INTVWR: Okay.

SK: I mean, some people I noticed, | have a hard time. Oh I never wore any Indian, like Fijian
dresses and stuff, maybe at home, but never outside. Oh, we were very adamant because as soon
as we came the second time around, we all got jobs. So we worked in a job we had to wear like
you know slacks and pants and tops, and stuff. And in wintertime, we had coats, things, and
stuff. So we at home, maybe summertime, my mom would wear a summer dress.

INTVWR: Right, right, right.
SK: But no, never outside. 00:42:00 Oh yeah, no.
INTVWR: Do you feel like, people would have looked at you if you wore differently?

SK: Differently? Yeah, | would say so. Yeah because we adapted very well. We saw what the
culture was about and we saw, you got to adapt to the city that the country you're in. So we saw
what it was and right away, we adapted to it right away and changes, and stuff. Because then my
cousins were here too, like my uncle and his wife. They will tell us right away, "No, this is not
traditional or this is not anymore Fiji. You can't wear this. You can't wear that.” Yeah.

INTVWR: That’s interesting.
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SK: That helped us quite a bit too. And then we saw each other, we saw what was going on, and
we worked right away. Mom worked for CIBC and my dad worked there. My brother started
working for Woodward's.

INTVWR: Oh.

SK: And | started working for Bank of Montreal. So there was that right away. And we had to
take the bus to work, say, occasionally.

INTVWR: Yeah, interesting, okay.

SK: Yeah. My dad would say, "Drive my mom." And | would take the bus every morning to
work.

INTVWR: Interesting. And your brother probably took the bus too?

SK: Yeah. No, by that time, I think after he worked for a while, I think he had a car because
00:43:00 I went to on a bus with a friend as well. And then when | got married, | was driven
because I didn't learn how to drive until I had my son. Yeah, | waited a while.

INTVWR: Yeah, yeah that's okay.
SK: Yeah, waited awhile. I know.

INTVWR: | was going to ask you about when — So, oh right, so when you were growing up in
Vancouver and when to, when you came here to Burnaby, you like, what kind of, what religious
functions or like Fijian functions did you have with your family?

SK: Um I, oh like, say weddings.

INTVWR: Okay, weddings. And were they at the mosque like you had, or did they?
SK: No, we don't have weddings at mosque.

INTVWR: Oh, okay.

SK: We never do. Mosque is not for weddings.

INTVWR: Where do you have your weddings?

SK: The wedding would be, [inaudible] in a nikah, so that could be at home. A very small or
they would come to the function and then we would have it in a hall, a party in a hall. Oh
sometimes, the nikah and the wedding would be in the hall.

INTVWR: Interesting. 00:44:00
SK: The nikah first, like I did, my sons one, the nikah first and then the reception right after that.
INTVWR: Okay, so all the same day?
SK: Yeah, so the mosque is only for prayers and funerals.
INTVWR: Okay, yeah. Prayers and funerals. | didn't know that.
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SK: And say, religious function. You want to do a prayer on behalf of my mom, so it's like
prayers only.

INTVWR: Right, right, right.

SK: And then a meal would be served, like here.

INTVWR: Yeah.

SK: So, yeah, other than that, nothing else.

INTVWR: Interesting. So you don't go to this mosque because...

SK: Well, we do if there's a function. So say, if there is a funeral and they would prefer to come
here. Because say, if there's numerous funerals and they can't cater to the funerals, the one at the
Jamia mosque in Richmond, then the alternative would be here.

INTVWR: | see.

SK: So then my family would tell me and say, "Okay, the funeral is at this one on Canada Way
and Sperling.

INTVWR: Right.

SK: Today at 1 o’clock so then we would come here.

INTVWR: | see, so the mosque 00:45:00 is for both Sunni and Shia right?
SK: Yeah.

INTVWR: So okay, so, but more people of a certain —

SK: Sunnis come there.

INTVWR: Tend to go there. Sunnis tend to go there, but you could technically go there if you're
a Shia.

SK: Yeah, okay, but | don't know very many Shiites here, | only know most of the Sunnis, just
the people from Fiji. My family and any other Fijian people that are here, like Muslim people.

INTVWR: They tend to be Shia.
SK: No, Sunnis.
INTVWR: They tend to be Sunnis. Okay, | see.

SK: And then the mosque in Richmond, say if, you know, we, somebody we know passes away,
then we go there because it's better made for. Over here, too. You have to get bathed, you have to
get prayer, and stuff.

INTVWR: | see, okay.
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SK: And then you take it to the cemetery, and the Muslim have a separate section of a cemetery.
It has to be buried a certain way.

INTVWR: And then the women, they can go to the cemetery? No?

SK: No, so they go in the cemetery but they can not go right where you get buried. They have to
stay.

INTVWR: Oh away from it.

SK: A little bit of farther away 00:46:00 until it's buried and stuff, and you have to say your
prayers. And then after that, you can go back to the.

INTVWR: Oh I see, and is there a Muslim cemetery in Burnaby?

SK: No, it's all full. We had it in at, one at Imperial and Patterson. There's one there, it's full now.
There's only certain sections that we get, like a, a portion of it. And then we would go to White
Rock or Surrey, there is one there. It's getting full as well. The next one would be Chilliwack.

INTVWR: Interesting. Then you got to go all the way there to Chilliwack.
SK: Yeah, nobody goes after that.
INTVWR: Oh, once you run out of choices.

SK: Once you’re buried, we usually don't go. | mean, you know, it’s kind of, challenging. You
can do prayers at home. It doesn't necessarily mean you have to go to the cemetery all the time
because it is pretty intensive. Like, you got to have a shower, be very clean, and you got to wear
a suit. And you go there, you do your prayers, and stuff like that 00:47:00 to make sure. Then
you come back home and get a shower again because you were going around dead people.

INTVWR: Right.

SK: So, it's really a, you know like time-consuming, process.

INTVWR: Okay, yeah, that makes sense.

SK: And you can do the same thing at home, pray for the person at home.
INTVWR: Yeah, yeah.

SK: Yeah, absolutely.

INTVWR: Yeah. Did you ever find that being a Muslim changed anything when you were
growing when you came here? Like, did anyone ever say anything or?

SK: No, I, | followed my religion. My dad is quite religious, so we, we, | followed him. He
would tell me this and that. The festivals, the fasting - no, nothing's changed. | mean, | think we
don't socialize as much now like before. We during fasting months and stuff, we would go to
people's home, and doing Eid. When it’s our festival, we used to go socialize quite a bit before
when we were growing up, but not now.
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INTVWR: Do you think it's because of the pandemic?

SK: Yeah, that has stopped quite a bit. And then you have to commute from here to there, to
there, so if you close, it's like an open house on the Eid day. 00:48:00 So if you close your home
when you go to somebody's house and somebody came to your house, so it doesn't really look
good. People usually stay home, so that they can have company coming to the house because
you're having an open house. If they're used to coming all the time, like my parents home, there,
someone's always home.

INTVWR: So when you moved to Vancouver and Burnaby, you had people coming over
during...

SK: Not at my home, but they, | used to come to my parents home.
INTVWR: | see, | see.

SK: Because that's where my family made all the big meals, and the big snacks, and everybody
was there. We all congregated there.

INTVWR: And you felt okay and openly being Muslim?
SK: Yeah. No, | didn't have an issue with that.
INTVWR: Oh, no one ever said anything.

SK: No.

INTVWR: Yeah, that's good.

SK: No, nobody ever said anything. | don't actually preach it out there. | don't go into arguments.
I don't discuss religion at all with anybody. They all know what | am, but | just don't get
involved.

INTVWR: Yeah, like it's a personal relationship.

SK: I don't get involved with that or politics and stuff and my race and culture. I actually don't -
unless somebody criticizes 00:49:00 me or puts me down or they don't know any differently.
Then I would have to correct them.

INTVWR: Okay. Well, that's good. I'm just really fascinated about, | don't know too much about
the different. Like, too much about Islam. I just know what everyone else knows. For me, I'm
just like, "Oh, I have all these questions."

SK: Yeah, but we are very strict. Like, we have to do the five times a day. | don't do that -so the
last one would be like after sunset and stuff. And when we fast, actually, it's very strict. The
Sunni is pretty strict. You have to be clean, have your hair washed all the time, pray. Even now
when we pray and stuff, you can't be around animals and stuff. And you can't be physically
thing. You got to have a shower before you do that. You got to wash a certain way. It's pretty,
pretty strict.
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INTVWR: It's a whole day thing?

SK: Yeah. It's pretty strict if you follow it to the T. In your lifetime, they recommend that you go
do a Hajj. Yeah so -

INTVWR: Yeah. | remember my family friend Ali 00:50:00 that I told you about.
SK: Yeah.

INTVWR: | believe he did Hajj once, and every Eid, like we would go down to his part in the
house and we would just eat with them. Yeah, it was really fun and making me think of nostalgic
times.

SK: Yeah it’s true, but it is pretty, pretty strict.
INTVWR: Yeah, so you just do your own thing. And like...
SK: Yeah, | follow it and stuff, but | don't preach it. I do it at home.

INTVWR: Yes, yes, okay. Interesting. When you moved to Vancouver, did your family go to the
mosque? Was there a mosque they went to?

SK: Most of it, yeah. My dad would go to the mosque. I'm trying to think which one. I think the
one in Richmond.

INTVWR: Okay, it's probably closer to Vancouver.

SK: Yeah from Vancouver. It was closer to Richmond. And I think, I think my dad wants to start
getting elderly and stuff. Like sometimes they would rent a hall. There was one, | think, just off
Victoria Drive, a couple of halls that my dad would go like a centre. Dad would go to that.

INTVWR: Interesting.

SK: Now, it's challenging for him because he's 00:51:00 getting elderly and he uses a cane. So
he really can't go to mosque. And you can do the same thing at home.

INTVWR: Yes, okay.

SK: Unless, it's a funeral and he really wants to attend then he would go make time to go.
INTVWR: And he lives by himself right now?

SK: No, he lives with my, no, my brother and wife.

INTVWR: Oh | see.

SK: My brother, his son and wife.

INTVWR: Right, right. Yes, okay. He has got some support. And if he wants to go somewhere,
they'll take him?

SK: Yeah, we take him,. We take turns. | will go help out. My sister-in-law does.
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INTVWR: Oh, okay, okay. So did your mom or you go to the mosque growing up or?

SK: No. Usually we don't go to the mosque. Usually women, they don't go. A Friday is our holy
day, so most of the time all women would go if they wanted to go pray and come home, but we
never did.

INTVWR: | see, okay.

SK: We prayed at home.

INTVWR: Right, right.

SK: Yeah, | didn't think there was a reason for us to go.

INTVWR: Okay. Then your brother would go with your dad?

SK: Yeah, yeah, my brother would go with my dad, mostly on Fridays. That's the holy day.

INTVWR: Did you find that when you were here? 00:52:00 Like, was your work
accommodating to religious days or

SK: Yep, yeah.

INTVWR: So they let you pray as well during the time?
SK: Oh, you mean at work?

INTVWR: Yeah, like at work.

SK: No.

INTVWR: Okay, not at work.

SK: No if we were working full time and we were at work, no, we wouldn't do anything. We
wouldn't go make time, go into a separate room, and pray. No, no we never did any of that.

INTVWR: Some places do that now.

SK: Yeah, they do. Some places, some people are a little bit more religious - very, very strict
religion and they have to do it. They do do that. We never did that. My dad wouldn't do that. He
would just come home and do it at home.

INTVWR: | see, okay, okay.
SK: We never did that.

INTVWR: Interesting. Okay, | don't think I have any other questions now but is there anything
you want to share about your life in Burnaby?

SK: No. Actually, 1 do enjoy living in Burnaby, I really do. It's convenient to a lot of things.
INTVWR: I've heard that a lot from people I've interviewed. Burnaby is very central.
SK: Yeah, especially where 1 live.
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INTVWR: Yes.

SK: It's 00:53:00 very central. I can also go to Vancouver in 5 minutes or like go east more into
Burnaby. | really enjoy shopping on Hastings, the heights.

INTVWR: Oh, the heights. Yeah, I like that area.

SK: Everything's in there. Metrotown is good. | know it's congested, but if you go early enough
when it opens and stuff. 1 only go and do what I really need to do and get what I have. And |
don't wander.

INTVWR: Yeah, yeah, yeah.

SK: And it's fine.

INTVWR: | found out recently that there is a Fijian festival in Burnaby.
SK: Yes, there is at Swangard Stadium,

INTVWR: Yes.

SK: It's usually in July or something like that. In July.

INTVWR: Have you gone there?

SK: No, I've never gone.

INTVWR: 1 just found out about it. Yeah, I'm very interested in seeing what that's like because
now there's a bigger population of Fijians

SK: Community.

INTVWR: Yeah, community in Burnaby. Do you find that there's more Fijians here than when
you came here?

SK: I don't actually socialize a lot. | don't go to much social functions and stuff because we have
a very small family. 00:54:00 My family doesn't socialize with other family unless there's a
family function.

INTVWR: Right, | see.

SK: Yeah, we don’t, | don't know. I don’t know, I might know one or two people but I don’t
usually. I think 1 just have I'll just do my own thing. | do my own shopping, | see my own family
and | go to movies with friends or stuff, hang out, and that's it.

INTVWR: Yeah.
SK: I don’t usually —
INTVWR: Yeah, well, it'd be interesting to go see what that's all about.

SK: I'm actually I’m very independent, | do my own thing. I really don't depend on anyone. Say
if I have to go to the gym, | have to go for a walk.
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INTVWR: No, that's great.

SK: 1 just do my thing.

INTVWR: You just do your own.

SK: You can't depend on people because you know, their schedules and -

INTVWR: Yeah, everyone's got their own life, they're doing their thing, and you have to do your
thing. Yeah, that makes sense.

SK: Yeah, and I have a small family, I only have one brother. So and you know my dad's side or
my mom's side is hardly have anybody here. So it’s not like. You know, it's too bad because |
wish | had more cousins, aunts, and uncles that | could socialize with.

INTVWR: Yeah, you were telling me some of your cousins are in Australia.
SK: A lot of them are.

INTVWR: And they're just so far away. 00:55:00

SK: Yeah, we just have to talk to them and it's hard to travel. It get’s..
INTVWR: It can get tiring, especially on the body. And expensive, too.

SK: Yeah, and they all have families, lives, and you know it's expensive traveling.
INTVWR: Yeah, that's true. Especially, going to Australia is not cheap.

SK: Yeah it is.

INTVWR: Have you ever thought about visiting Fiji again?

SK: Not recently, no, not right now. | would like to. But it depends.
INTVWR: I've heard —

SK: It's expensive to travel to that.

INTVWR: This is true.

SK: I've heard it is expensive. But once you get there, it's not bad because the dollar is worth
more.

INTVWR: Okay, yeah, yeah. | mean, I've heard Fiji's different now because like before it used to
be maybe poorer, but now there's much money that's gone into it.

SK: Yeah, there is. | mean, there's more developments and stuff.
INTVWR: There's more development.

SK: Yeah, there's more resorts. They do depend a lot on tourism. And it's huge, like, the resorts
and stuff are absolutely gorgeous and stuff. I think | hear too, it's a number two or number one
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for destination weddings as well as 00:56:00 honeymoons. So I don’t know, it's, it’s because it's
an island by itself. So it has to be self-sufficient.

INTVWR: That's true. And Fiji has like a number of smaller islands.
SK: Oh, yeah. A lot of them around 300.
INTVWR: Oh, that's a lot.

SK: So there’s Fiji and there's two main one, but then there's 300 all around it and stuff. And
then there's different islands that. Survivor is filmed in Fiji.

INTVWR: Is it? This explains a lot. I didn't know that.

SK: Yeah. Well, the last 10 years or 12 years or something.

INTVWR: Oh, do you ever watch? And you're like, "I know that place."
SK: No, | hate that show.

INTVWR: | haven't seen that show.

SK: No, I don’t like reality shows. No, | just read it online where they are. | read it on line, where
they are, I've never been there, we never went to into the islands and stuff.

INTVWR: Oh, okay. That makes sense.

SK: When we were growing up, but | know where they are.
INTVWR: Interesting.

SK: | think the American dollar goes a long way there.
INTVWR: | can believe that, yeah.

SK: Yeah, they've been doing that for a long time.

INTVWR: They have a lot of people of Indian background there in Fiji because many of them
came during British colonial rule.

SK: Yeah, a lot of them 00:57:00 have immigrated as well during the time we immigrated. Most
of my family's immigrated and most of the people, usually, they want to just do better for
themselves or their children. There's still a lot of business there, you know a lot of them. And
then they, there's the local people, the local Fijians and stuff

INTVWR: Indigenous people and stuff.

SK: Yeah, yeah. Some of them are, you know struggling and
INTVWR: Yeah.

SK: They live in villages and stuff. They work in hotels and resorts.
INTVWR: Right, right, right.
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SK: But it is getting actually much better now.

INTVWR: Yeah, yeah, yeah.

SK: There's an airline that goes a couple of times a week now directly,

INTVWR: Really?

SK: Yeah, Fiji Airways.

INTVWR: I'm gonna have to tell my fiancé about that. Yeah, | don't think we knew that.

SK: Oh, it goes directly now. It started last year in November because it was popular. It was
going through LA before. And now, it's going directly from Vancouver to Nandi.

INTVWR: That's amazing.

SK: Yeah.

INTVWR: He has one aunt that lives there, so | think
SK: Yeah, it'd be nice to go.

INTVWR: Yeah, do you know. Whenever that happens, yeah. Do you know like when 00:58:00
or like why your family got to Fiji?

SK: No, | should really do that. I should actually, I've always thought of doing it. | was getting
lazy, but maybe | should make the time. Now that | have a lot more time, | should really find out
the tree and find out what happened.

INTVWR: Yeah, it would be really interesting. We have a couple of things in the exhibition
about Fijian indentured workers.

SK: Yeah.

INTVWR: That was the big, like a large portion of Indians from India went to Fiji as indentured
workers.

SK: Yeah, that | know. And I think my grandfather was one of them. My grandparents, my
mom'’s side.

INTVWR: Right.

SK: They came then because they were not born in Fiji. My grandparents were not born in Fiji,
they were somewhere very, very young.

INTVWR: Right, right, okay. And then your father's side? We don't know.

SK: Well, I have an aunt coming here next week from Kansas City. I'm going to ask her a little
bit more and see if she can fill you in a little bit more. | should have really done more research.

INTVWR: Oh, you got time now. Yeah, yeah, yeah.
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SK: It's nice to know your family history.
INTVWR: Yeah, yeah.

SK: Same as my dad's side, | think my grandparents 00:59:00 were born in India or Pakistan. |
think my dad, grandpa.

INTVWR: Yeah, it would be interesting to ask your dad if he remembers anything.

SK: Yeah, because my, this will tell a lot, I guess, my dad's side is Muslim and my mom'’s side is
Christian.

INTVWR: Interesting. | was wondering because you said you went to a Christian high school,
right.

SK: Yeah.

INTVWR: Yeah, so | wonder how that, what happened.

SK: My mother’s name was, L.iz.

INTVWR: Oh, that makes sense. So was she was Fijian Christian.
SK: Hmmm, hm.

INTVWR: Okay.

SK: No, Christian, Christian, Fijian Indian Christian. Yeah.
INTVWR: Yeah, okay.

SK: There's a lot of Christianity in Methodist in Fiji too.
INTVWR: Oh, I didn't know that. That's very interesting.

SK: Hindus, Guijaratis. There was a lot of Gujarati that had businesspeople. A lot of Hindus that
celebrated Diwali and stuff, which we were involved because we had neighbors. So we always
had a mixed culture growing up. We enjoyed their culture because they invited us and we invited
them. So during it, they would come. In Diwali time, we would go there. So it was actually very,
very much so the best part of growing 01:00:00 in Fiji because you knew the neighbors and you
know their religion and stuff. | remember going to a couple of weddings and stuff where they
would have an outside wedding and they would serve us on a banana leaf.

INTVWR: Oh.

SK: Yeah, like a meal.

INTVWR: That's cool.

SK: I know, yeah, yeah.

INTVWR: They do that in some parts of India as well.
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SK: Yeah they do.

INTVWR: That's cool. So | know a lot of people came from Gujarat, some people, | think, came
from Uttar Pradesh, but we don't know yet which state your family came from.

SK: No.
INTVWR: That would be interesting to find out.

SK: So yeah, | think my, my great grandparents, my mom'’s side, they're South Indian. So | don't
know if they came from Madras or Kerala, | don’t know, but | have to find that out. That would
be South Indians.

INTVWR: Okay, so they probably didn't speak Hindi. They might have spoken to a South Indian
language.

SK: No, they spoke Hindi.

INTVWR: Oh they did speak Hindi, okay, okay.

SK: But also, our Hindi's very slang. You know, that Fijian.
INTVWR: Yeah, Fijian Hindi is a bit different that's for sure. Yeah.

SK: There’s a lot but we, but | do understand everything. | mean, like if you, they know the
difference. We can understand all movies and everything else.

INTVWR: Yeah, it's the same.

SK: Absolutely, yeah, but they would tell. If I went to India 01:01:00 now, they wouldn't know
that -

INTVWR: You’re from Fiji.

SK: No, they wouldn’t know that I'm from Fiji. They would know that I'm from somewhere that
speaks Hindi. But they might not know Fiji at all. No, they may know, but India is so highly
populated now and so advanced.

INTVWR: That's true. And I've also noticed with Fijian Hindi, you guys have some indigenous
words in your Hindi as well.

SK: Yeah.

INTVWR: So yeah, that would be like, probably an indicator. "Oh that she's speaking something
else."

SK: Yeah, Hindi, yeah. I think they can say it's a little bit more slang than anything.
INTVWR: Yeah, I think it was just when all the people came there, they just -

SK: Yeah, the combination of the way they talked to each other and they picked up the lingo
here and there type of thing so.
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INTVWR: I'm curious to know if your grandma or your parents, because one was Christian and
one was Muslim. Was there any problem with them getting married?

SK: They had a love marriage, my parents. And | think there was because my dad's Muslim and
probably my grandparents wanted him to marry same religion.

INTVWR: Yes, yes, yeah, but | mean, it worked out, right.
SK: Yeah it worked out.
INTVWR: Yeah, interesting. | didn't know that there were that many Christians 01:02:00 in Fiji.

SK: Oh, yeah, there was. And | remember going to a Christian school and stuff. So we learned
about Christianity and stuff. I really enjoyed that because this way, | learned another religion. I
remember Christmas time, we went to church just for Christmas carols and stuff,

INTVWR: Interesting.

SK: And Christmas Day.

INTVWR: Right. So you had a mix of both,

SK: Yeah.

INTVWR: Plus the Hindu culture.

SK: Yeah, the Hindu culture, the Fijian culture.

INTVWR: Yeah. Were there a lot of Sikh people there or no?
SK: Yeah, some. Not that many, yeah there were some.
INTVWR: Yeah. I’ve never, | don't think I've ever met a Fijian-Sikh person.
SK: Sikh from Fiji, yeah.

INTVWR: Yeah, very little of them there.

SK: Yeah, very little of them. A lot of Chinese and Gujarati. They had the business, the corner
stores. Chinese stores or red shop.

INTVWR: Yeah.
SK: Yeah, they have that.

INTVWR: And | thought the story you told me about your mom working in the cashier, as a
cashier was interesting because she had the box around her.

SK: Around here. Yeah. And the Gujaratis also had businesses like, clothing and jewelry and
stuff too.

INTVWR: I'm guessing they had, like, mandirs and stuff 01:03:00 there as well.
SK: Yeah, they did.
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INTVWR: Okay.
SK: The Mandirs and the Gurdwara, they had the mandir and stuff. Yeah, they did.

INTVWR: Interesting. When you came here, there's already people Hindu people here? Punjabis
are here. Like, you're already used to this different...

SK: Culture and everything. Yeah, it wasn't a big thing.
INTVWR: Yeah, that's very interesting.

SK: Where we lived, were my family lives, where my son lives, the neighbors are Gujarati. So |
always converse with them and stuff like that. And they're from Fiji.

INTVWR: Oh, okay.

SK: So we always say hi. They're from Natoka.
INTVWR: Oh, okay. So where's that?

SK: By Ba.

INTVWR: By Ba, | know Ba.

SK: [inaudible] Ba.

INTVWR: Okay, okay.

SK: [inaudible] Ba.

INTVWR: Yeah, Suva and Ba are the two places | know.
SK: Natoka now.

INTVWR: Yeah. Interesting.

SK: [inaudible] Ba. Think so yeah.

INTVWR: Can you drive the whole length of Fiji in one day?
SK: Yeah, you can drive the whole island. Yeah.
INTVWR: In one day? That's amazing.

SK: One day.

INTVWR: Yeah, I'm gonna try that one day.

SK: You have to save and go.

INTVWR: | should go. 01:03:54
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