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INTVWR: Hello, | am Eric Damer. It is Wednesday, September 6th, 2023. I'm speaking here with
Shirley Cohen at the Burnaby Village Museum. Shirley, hello. Welcome back.

SC: Thank you.

INTVWR: It's good to have you here and talking about your life in Burnaby, how you got here,
the things that you did, and what's going on. Now, we have talked a little bit earlier, so | know a
little bit about you, but you can probably tell us lots more, I'm sure. Maybe we could start with
your, sort of with your roots in this part of the world. You were born and grew up in Detroit, but
your parents came from elsewhere so maybe you could tell us how your parents came to Detroit
and..

SC: Okay so my roots are not in this part of the world, they're in the Detroit part of the world.
INTVWR: Right, right.

SC: My parents were both born in Hungary, my father in a small town. town called Kishvarda, and
my mother in Budapest. My dad 00:01:00 came over to Detroit, sponsored by his brothers in '34,
after trying to come for many years, but the U.S. tightened their immigration opportunities, which
was very hard for him. My mom came in '39, they came separately. They didn't know each other.
And she came as a sponsored refugee to her aunt in Detroit. And at the time she came, things were
heating up under Hitler in Germany. And | remember her telling me she had to hide in between
some suitcases in the Frankfurt train station -

INTVWR: Wow.
SC: as she left Hungary to the U.S.

INTVWR: And, and when you think back to your parent's situation and how they had basically to
fleed to the United States for safety, what does that make you feel about, what what does that
conjure 00:02:00 up in you in terms of your thoughts about your parent's origins? Does it make
you angry? Does it make you think about people that would have to flee, and uh, under those sort-
of-circumstances?

SC: Well, obviously it was a horrific time. My dad didn't have to flee, but the opportunities were
very limited for him as a Jewish person. | have one letter that was dated a few years later that
mentioned a relative, a distant relative who couldn't get a job as a dishwasher, and he was an
educated person, as he said, because he was a Jew. So, things were pretty tight, but my dad didn't
have to flee, whereas for my mom, | think things were getting worse. Even then, she didn't have
to flee, but it was hard getting out, and people were trying 00:03:00 to leave and she, she was
sponsored as a refugee at that time. The Nazis came into Hungary in '44 -
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INTVWR: Okay.

SC: With a vengeance and killed hundreds of thousands of Jews. They just swept the countryside
and then into Budapest. So, thankfully my parents were gone by then, but my dad had two sisters,
two brothers-in-law, and I had a two-year-old cousin who were murdered by the Nazis.

INTVWR: Wow.

SC: So, how does it make me feel. It makes me feel thankful that they came to the U.S.
INTVWR: Right. And Detroit, what you said, had quite a large Jewish population at the time?
SC: There were probably about 100, 000 Jews

INTVWR: Oh

SC: So when | grew up, so it was really a very thriving community.

INTVWR: And how did your parents connect then, given that they didn't know each other
previously?

SC: So, my dad read the Hungarian paper, and he read about a woman who had just arrived as a
refugee, and he decided to look her 00:04:00 up.

INTVWR: Why would you do that? Just take the name out of the paper.

SC: Well, if you don't have plenty of fish, you know, and you're 33, | guess you have your eyes
open as to opportunities, so.

INTVWR: Wow. And they both spoke Hungarian, presumably.

SC: Yes, yes, yes.

INTVWR: Do, did they speak much English as well when they came?
SC: My dad, I think, knew some English. My mother didn't know English.

INTVWR: Within the context, though, of the community in Detroit, though, could you get by
without speaking much English?

SC: Well, if you're not in the work world, you could. Like my mom had mainly Hungarian Jewish
friends, so her English was not as developed during my lifetime. My dad was a small business
accountant, though, so he learned English and was quite fluent.
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INTVWR: Sure. Yeah. | guess numbers no language.

SC: Right. And, but they spoke Hungarian to each other, 00:05:00 so, | picked up some of it, but
I'm not fluent.

INTVWR: Right. Right.
SC: It's not a very useful language.

INTVWR: No. No? | know a few Hungarian people. | don't suppose they spoke other languages
as well. Was Yiddish spoken in Hungary?

SC: No. The Hungarians didn't, by and large to my knowledge, speak Yiddish. My dad knew some
Latin, but he didn't speak it, and he knew some German because he had to learn it in school.

INTVWR: So, they were married about —
SC:1941.

INTVWR: 1941, and you came along a little later.
SC: “47.

INTVWR: And you grew up in Detroit right and so what does it mean to grow up in a Detroit
Jewish community what's, what's going on in those days?

SC: Well, so I should just backtrack a little, the years between ‘41 and ’47, there were very few
communications between my dad in Detroit and his siblings in Hungary just because things were
getting tighter. And toward the end of the war, they really didn't know who was alive. 00:06:00
And I think there was uncertainty in terms of having children, whether they were going to have
children or whether they wanted to. And I, my cousin Agnes, who was born in '42, was orphaned
in '44. And when they learned about it, her existence, that she was still alive, they actually looked
into adopting her, bringing her to the U.S., in which case, you know, | might have been precluded
(laughing), who knows, who knows. But anyway, she was situated, they learned with a family, and
stayed with that family and then...

INTVWR: And, and your father got established in work and -
SC: Yeah.
INTVWR: Was ready to have a family one way or the other.

SC: Yeah. Well, he was already older, he was 46 when | came along.
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INTVWR: So here you are. What does it like to grow up in a Detroit Jewish community?

SC: Well, interestingly 00:07:00 enough, the schools that I went to had other Jewish kids, but we
were still the minority. We weren't exactly in the Jewish school zone area. So, | think | was aware
of being Jewish, but I don't recall any kind of anti-Semitism or —

INTVWR: And these are the public schools?

SC: Yes, or any difficulties. We were made aware of Henry Ford, though, who was a devout anti-
Semite in the earlier part of the century, and | remember my dad not wanting to buy Ford cars for
quite a while.

INTVWR: Right. Right. And, and growing up Jewish though, you observed Jewish holidays. Did
you attend a synagogue?

SC: We didn't. I'm not sure why. Maybe it was the cost. They were modest, my parents, or maybe
they just weren't that religious, but it was important to celebrate the holidays with my cousins and
my uncles and aunts.

INTVWR: And bar and bat mitzvahs?
SC: 1 did not have that.

INTVWR: Oh really? 00:08:00

SC: No.

INTVWR: Oh, okay. And so, the Jewish holidays of importance, a lot of people know of Hanukkah
and that's in December. And how does that, is that an important, one of the important holidays?

SC: Well, | guess theoretically, Sabbath is one of the most important holidays you know, every
week to put time aside and to be thoughtful and prayerful, if you observe it. Otherwise just to be
aware of it. Yom Kipper, the Day of Atonement, comes at the end of the 10 days of the high
holidays, which were coming to Rosh Hashanah, starts I think the night I think it starts the 16th,
the night of the 15th, of September and then Yom Kipper, is 10 days later. That's important,
Hanukkah just kind of looms larger because of Christmas. You know, I think everybody thinks it's
the Jewish Christmas. So uh, and maybe 00:09:00 for some Jewish kids, it also gives them a
backup. You know, they get some presents.

INTVWR: Sure. But for those who think it is kind of a Jewish Christmas, what is it really?
SC: Well, it's a celebration of religious freedom, as are most of the holidays.

INTVWR: An, and lights play a big role?
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SC: Yeah, well lights...
INTVWR: You know, the Menorah.

SC: Each night you light, one more light, on a nine candle, candelabra, and the one in the center
you take to light the others. So, you start off with the first one, and then the second night you light
two, and then you keep going till the end, until it's fully lit.

INTVWR: And as you say, the deeper meaning is to celebrate freedom.
SC: Right.
INTVWR: And other holidays?

SC: Well, there's Shavout which is the Harvest Festival, where religious Jews will build a
temporary structure where they'll eat in it and say some special prayers in that 00:10:00 and then
there's the giving of the Torah which comes in June. What else.

INTVWR: Now the Sabbath is Saturday, isn’t it?
SC: Right. Beginning of Friday night. The Jewish holidays begin the night before the day of.

INTVWR: | remember reading somewhere why Saturday or Sunday, sort of took place Saturday,
from Saturday in western Christendom, but I can't quite remember how that shift happened. But
for Jewish people, the Sabbath is Saturday.

SC: Yeah, and Seventh-Day Adventist.
INTVWR: Oh, right, right. Of course.
SC: Right.

INTVWR: Okay. So, public schools in Detroit, any favorite teachers, favorite subjects, anything
stand out from those that era, any?

SC: | had good English teachers. They were good for creative thought and good English and
grammar and stuff, and so on.

INTVWR: Did you learn any life lessons that may have stuck with you for a long time? 00:11:00

SC: I'd have to think about that one.
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INTVWR: Okay, if you think about it, feel free to come back with that. And so elementary school,
through high school, high school, what were you studying in a particular area? Was that um, were
you drawn to any particular subjects? Did you have the freedom to select?

SC: Oh yeah, no, I was actually good in math and in English. | was in honours for both of those. |
was on the school newspaper. | was in probably every club imaginable, just 'cause that was nice
to do and fun. And I actually was chosen to be a cheerleader just by chance, which was not my
forte, but it was by lottery and it was almost embarrassing, but | served as a cheerleader for
probably a semester (laughing).

INTVWR: Very good. And so as high school comes to an end, what sort of plans did you have
after that? 00:12:00

SC: Well, I knew that | would want to go to university and | was accepted to, | think, two, and |
chose the University of Michigan.

INTVWR: And the expectations, were the expectations that you would go on? There's this notion
that the Jewish people really prize education, is that —

SC: Yeah, I think | was always encouraged to study.
INTVWR: By your parents?

SC: Yeah. Well, my dad especially, but my mom 1 think also, although she had, I think, only a
grade school education, probably because she had to work and whatever. | don't think she had the
opportunities.

INTVWR: But also, the era, pre-war people weren't always expected to go to high school and
beyond at this point.

SC: Right.

INTVWR: It was quite reserved for quite a small number of people. So which university did you
end up at?

SC: University of Michigan.
INTVWR: Michigan. That's a very prestigious university.
SC: Yes (laughing softly)

INTVWR: And what were your university days like? 00:13:00 This is the 60s now, sorry -
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SC: Yeah, well they were growing up times, making good friends, trying to figure out the future,
dating. Yeah, no | think they were maturing times and I, | decided after looking at school
psychology and social work, | decided to go into social work.

INTVWR: | understand University of Michigan though had some campus political turmoil in the
late 60s.

SC: Yeah, we had, I guess, Hayden, Tom Hayden, and we had Vietnam sit-ins, and yeah, it was a
very active place. | wasn't really that politically active. | was pretty studious.

INTVWR: But you were aware of it?
SC: Oh, of course.
INTVWR: And was it a little intimidating? Was it exciting?

SC: Well, no, it was, it was, you know, you were, were kind of proud that this stuff was happening.
To a degree, yeah, until they started becoming obtrusive. But to a degree, 00:14:00 for sure.

INTVWR: And you ended up in social work.
SC: Right.

INTVWR: In social work, so, you did a degree in social work, and that led to professional work in
social work. And somewhere near the end of that, you met your husband, your future husband.

SC: Right. So, we actually met at the campus Jewish Association, which was called Hillel, so um
INTVWR: Right. And what does that mean? Because a lot of campuses have a Hillel.

SC: Well Hillel was a philosopher who basically, I think he, some of what he said, was if I'm not
for myself, who am 1? | think that's what he said. Anyway, he was a famous Jewish person. So, the
campus —

INTVWR: There's a whole sort of network of Hillel -
SC: Right, right. At the universities, they're called Hillel.
INTVWR: Did you know who sponsors them? 00:15:00

SC: Probably different donors and maybe getting some money from the community. Then. the
university.

INTVWR: And your husband's studying?
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SC: He was studying political science, working on a PhD.

INTVWR: So, you were married. | hate to ask, there's a stereotype. Anyone who's seen Fiddler on
the Roof, has heard about matchmakers. Is that a real thing in Jewish life?

SC: Well, I mean it could be maybe in the Orthodox community, maybe in big centers like Detroit,
and maybe there are paid matchmakers here, and maybe there are people who just like to match
their friends off.

INTVWR: That's not, that wasn’t the fact at all.

SC: No, no.

INTVVR: Not in your case.

SC: No. We met over corned beef sandwiches.

INTVWR: Alright. So, you're married, a Jewish wedding?

PINTVWR: Yeah, 00:16:00 very small in his backyard. His dad had died a few months earlier.
My dad had just had surgery, so and Ted did not want a large wedding, so.

INTVWR: Now | was snooping around and there's a Houdini connection with your husband.
SC: Oh, yeah, yeah.
INTVWR: What was that?

SC: Well, that's fascinating. So, Ted's father was a doctor, Dr. Daniel E. Cohen, in Detroit. And
when he started out in 1924 or 1926, he was a substitute doctor at a hotel. And Houdini was staying
there when he did his Detroit tour. And he became ill. He had been punched in the stomach in
Montreal.

INTVWR: That's Houdini.

SC: Houdini. Right. Anyway, he traveled with a lot of discomfort, came to the Detroit Hotel, did
the performance, and then afterwards I think he just was in a lot of pain and collapsing. 00:17:00
Anyway, Dr. Daniel Lee Cohen, was called to the bedside because he was the hotel doctor. Houdini
was admitted to hospital and my father-in-law spent a few days basically with Houdini, because
he had the time as a young doctor, the hotel doctor, and he brought him farmer's chop suey which
was his request, cottage cheese mixed with vegetables, and yeah. So, I actually had documents
related to Houdini's death, which | donated to the museum of, | think it was theater in New York,
part of the New York Public Library, the Metropolitan Library System. There's a special museum
for the whole entertainment industry.
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INTVWR: Oh, okay.

SC: And so, they have the documents and an included Dr. Cohen's certificate about cause of death,
and prescription drugs, and insurance papers, 00:18:00 and payment details, yeah.

INTVWR: And as it turns out, Harry Houdini's family is also Jewish.
SC: Yes, yes. Yeah.

INTVWR: | guess just a coincidence.

SC: Yeah.

INTVWR: That's his doctor, that's another little connection. Okay, so —
SC: Well, that's why he requested that Jewish dish, the farmer's chop suey, so, yeah.
INTVWR: Oh, I see. | see. And your —

SC: Dr. Cohen knew about it.

INTVWR: Father-in-law —

SC: Yeah.

INTVWR: He's familiar with it.

SC: Yes.

INTVWR: So, big marriage, small marriage in Detroit.

SC: Small wedding.

INTVWR: And | believe you were soon after, your husband of course finished his doctorate there
and so he was looking at an academic career and you, were you in Detroit long after that?

SC: Well, no, we weren't there at all actually, Ted had started a job at University of Western
Ontario and he had been there in the fall of '70, and we were married in May of '71, so he -

INTVWR: So, he's already on his career.
SC: Yeah, he imported me.

INTVWR: 00:19:00 And so, any thoughts about moving to Canada, was that you're not that far
from the border anyway.
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SC: No. It just, it didn't seem like such a big deal, really.
INTVWR: No, I'm thinking Detroit, that's just across the river from Windsor.
SC: Yeah.

INTVWR: And so, then London's not too far away from that. And how did you find your new
home in London? Was that, was it good?

SC: It was fine. So, | worked for six years with family and children's services in adoption. And
that was a good job. And we made some close friends. There were actually three synagogues in
London, Ontario, and they had sample memberships where you could join for 50 dollars or so, and
so we tried different ones just to see which worked. We did we did feel some anti-semitism there.

INTVWR: Really?

SC: Yeah, yeah when we went for Tay-Sachs testing 00:20:00 Tay-Sachs is a genetic disease
which is higher amongst Ashkenazi Jews, Jews from European backgrounds. And when we went
for the testing at the synagogue, there was a vehicle being driven around with some swastikas on
it by the local Nazi there Martin Weiche. So, the police were there too. And there were some
references made at work too, things like my Jewish coffee, and...

INTVWR: Wow.

SC: Just felt a little, a little strange. And then it was a pretty white city.
INTVWR: It must have been really uncomfortable though to see any hint of that.
SC: Yeah, oh it was for sure.

INTVWR: And so, | guess that made, so | know your husband then got employment at Simon
Fraser University. Did it make it a little easier to leave knowing that [inaudible]?

SC: Well, I think he felt this was a much more diverse community and department. Yeah, 00:21:00
his department there was pretty, pretty Uni, Uni background, university background.

INTVWR: Sorry, at SFU or at?
SC: Western.
INTVWR: At Western, it was all sort of monocultural.

SC: Yeah.
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INTVWR: Wow. And so, you didn't know anything about Burnaby when you came out here -
SC: Nothing

INTVWR: At all?

SC: Nothing (laughing)

INTVWR: What did you discover about Burnaby when you came out?

SC: Nice, nice small community.

INTVWR: And this is about what year? This is?

SC:'TT.

INTVWR: '77. So, Burnaby’s not, wasn't quite the city it is now at that time.
SC: No, much smaller.

INTVWR: Right. And a little more rural, lots of open spaces still.

SC: Yeah. Metrotown was just a thought.

INTVWR: And so, what area of Burnaby were you in when you came here?
SC: Middlegate.

INTVWR: Middlegate. So that's near Edmonds and Kingsway.

SC: Yeah, near Highgate Mall.

INTVWR: And so, what was your neighborhood like when you moved in?
SC: Nice. We had a small house there. And people were friendly

INTVWR: Big yard? 00:22:00

SC: Medium yard. And | had, my son Daniel was five months old when we moved here. So that
was, that was hard. It was, you know, know kind of isolating but Ted suggested that | go to a
mother-baby group, and | thought well you know I'm just going to be discussing diapers, but |
learned that | needed to discuss diapers. So, we actually met, I met my closest friend there who
chose not to be interviewed, because she comes from a Holocaust background and just didn't want
to have more publicity on her.
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INTVWR: Fair enough.

SC: So anyway, we became good friends and the families became good friends, and we celebrated
holidays together for many years.

INTVWR: Excellent. And is it important to make connections with other Jewish people? Is that
comforting, give you a sense of belonging?

SC: Well, it was for us. Yeah. | mean, in a sense, you kind of speak the same language, social
00:23:00 background language, cultural background language, have similar interests.

INTVWR: And you're not, are you working as a social worker as well, or time out for the family
for a few years?

SC: 1 did some group leadership for Burnaby Family Life, and then I got a half-time job at Burnaby
Hospital when my youngest son was, | think, four and a half, and | stayed there.

INTVWR: Oh, for many years?

SC: Yeah, 'til 2016.

INTVWR: Oh, okay. And so that is as a resident social worker?
SC: Right.

INTVWR: And then what does a social worker do at a hospital?

SC: Oh, many things. | worked in a number of different departments, maternity, emergency,
medical, rehab, surgery, 00:24:00 a little bit of palliative. Social workers are really important in
terms of helping families deal with illness, death, financial issues, possible abuse, life, life choices,
living situations.

INTVWR: And, and part of it must be kind of in a counseling role. Is part of it also helping connect
people to resources?

SC: Right. Right.
INTVWR: Government or otherwise.
CS: Right, yeah.

INTVWR: And it must be pretty difficult to do that job, and | mean there's lots of values attached
to all these decisions | would imagine.
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SC: Well, you try to help empower people, so that they can make their best decisions and be in
their best situation to go through whatever they're going through. 00:25:00 And you have to be
open to different cultures of course.

INTVWR: Right.
SC: And there are different ways. of making decisions and whom they involve.

INTVWR: I’'m, I'm wondering if the sort of environment you work in changed over your career
there, whether, you know, the different cultural backgrounds of the people change, the kinds of
decisions might change, the kinds of values that play change?

SC: Well, yeah, if you do a history of Burnaby Hospital, you'll see that it became much more multi-
cultural over time, much more diverse population.

INTVWR: That must have been a challenge for you as a social worker to adjust to all those social
changes that you're dealing with.

SC: Well, the hardest thing to adjust to was the idea we had to really work to discharge people
quickly, and that's more of an issue now, just because hospitals are so crowded, and so pressed.

INTVWR: Right, right. I'm sure you've been by recently. | have a whole big new wing 00:26:00
construction, so | mean that will lighten the load a little bit. Okay, so you're working at the hospital.
You have your family going, what outside of your work, what did you find to do in Burnaby? |
know you're an avid walker.

SC: Right, I would use Brown Pool. What else did we do? | think there wasn't a whole lot of time
for too much other than, you know, taking advantage of Burnaby’s Parks and the Burquest
Association started, the Burquest Jewish Association, so we got the kids involved with their
Sunday school, until we decided we wanted more and we registered with Temple Sholom.

INTVWR: Right. And so, Burquest is, was much more informal.

SC: Yeah. | think they had a visiting rabbi. They did have teachers, so they did have a Sunday
school, and we did make some close friends there.

INTVWR: 00:27:00 And it was important to you for your kids to have a bit of a background in
the Jewish heritage.

SC: Right, right.
INTVWR: Temple Sholom, though, there are different, denom-. I don't know if you'd use the term

denominations for, or different traditions in Judaism. You have your reform, your conservative,
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your orthodox. What is the difference between them, and where does Temple Sholom fit in with
them?

SC: Temple Sholom is Reform. Beth Israel is Conservative. Schara Tzedeck is Orthodox. And
then there are other smaller synagogues with different traditions, degrees of observance. Temple
Sholom is the only reform one. So, reform | like to think of as progressive, liberal. We don't believe
that the Messiah is a person. We hope that there will be a better future. That's kind of our concept
of the Messiah. And 00:28:00 some people keep kosher, other people don't. But the synagogue is
kosher style in terms of the food that they serve. And you can drive to the synagogue, whereas for
an Orthodox synagogue you're supposed to walk.

INTVWR: The language is English, do you use?

SC: A lot of Hebrew.

INTVWR: A lot of Hebrew.

SC: Yeah, but our books have the English right next to it, plus a transliteration. So, if you didn't
know Hebrew, you could still say it from the transliteration. And also, women are more involved

in Reform.

INTVWR: Right. Now, now bar and bat mitzvahs, they take place in all the synagogues, | presume.
And part of that is learning Hebrew.

SC: Mm-hmm.

INTVWR: | understand. That, and to a reasonably decent level. So, anyone who's been through
that will know at least a little bit of Hebrew?

SC: Yeah.

INTVWR: Be able to follow along. And, and your children 00:29:00?

SC: A little bit that they retain.

INTVWR: But they went, they had bar and bat mitzvahs.

SC: They had bar mitzvahs. And my younger son had a confirmation.
INTVWR: And they picked up a little bit of Hebrew, a little bit of along the way.
SC: Right.
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INTVWR: So, I also, oh, I'm wondering whether you were involved, your kids went to school in
Burnaby, public schools, and was that also where you were still in Middlegate at that time?

SC: We moved in '82 to our home near Garden Village, Garden Grove. No, no. No I think it's
called Garden Village near, it's actually close to Kingsway and Grange.

INTVWR: Okay.

SC: Yeah.

INTVWR: And so, what schools did they go to?

SC: Well, they went to Morley because it was French Immersion.
INTVWR: Oh, okay, right.

SC: Yeah.

INTVWR: And so, were you involved at all in school related activities?
SC: Oh, 00:30:00 sure.

INTVWR: So, what goes on in schools in those days?

SC: Well, you just attend the parent meetings and | would bring in things like potato pancakes
around the time of Hanukkah.

INTVWR: And did kids understand the significance?

SC: Well, 1 would do a brief story.

INTVWR: And those would be latkes?

SC: Yeah, right.

INTVWR: And | don't know what actually the significance of latkes are, | know they're —

SC: Well, it's to represent the oil. There was apparently enough oil supposedly for one night, but
it lasted eight nights, and so that was the miracle, and then so when you fry the potato pancakes,
you're you know using oil —

INTVWR: Right okay.

SC: So, that's just tradition.
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INTVWR: And so, do you think kids understood what that was all about or was it just a chance to
eat some food?

SC: Well, | read a little story, so hopefully there was some exposure.
INTVWR: And well received, like were there many other Jewish kids in the school you think—
SC: No, maybe two handfuls. 00:31:00

INTVWR: Although one of the people I talked to, said he thinks there were two Jewish kids in his
high school, out of three hundred or something like that.

SC: Yeah, no there might have been —
INTVWR: The earlier era.

SC: There might have been maybe five to ten, at Central and at Morley well, maybe, maybe ten.
Yeah.

INTVWR: And was that at all a big deal? | mean, | was saying earlier, how when | went to school,
| wasn't aware of any kids in my school being Jewish. Do you think anyone knew your kids were
Jewish? Is that...?

SC: It might have come up. You know, our kids wouldn't have been talking about Christmas, but,
you know, they would celebrate and do the art activities or whatever along with everybody else.

INTVWR: Do you think they felt a little, I don't know, left out of that, or is it just, you know, we
celebrate our things? 00:32:00

SC: I'll have to ask them.
SC: Yeah, exactly.
INTVWR: We always wanted to have Christmas.

SC: They might have, but then, you know, we had Hanukkah, so, you know, you try to get the kids
to look in that direction.

INTVWR: Great. And so, on the PAC committee, can you remember any issues that arose with
the activities?

SC: Well, the only thing that came up, | mentioned earlier, that when it was high school graduation
for one of the kids, it was proposed to have it in a church, because the school auditorium was either
wasn't available or was too small, and | just was really uncomfortable with that idea.
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INTVWR: But why do you think someone made that suggestion?
SC: Well, because it was right next to the Willingdon Church, the Moscrop School.

INTVWR: Oh, okay. And probably just didn't occur to them that not everyone would find that
comfortable.

SC: Yeah. Well, and Willingdon, | think, 00:33:00 is a particular, particularly evangelistic kind
of church so maybe that was just a little more uncomfortable.

INTVWR: Okay and after, after you're kids graduated again, they were off onto greater more
wonderful things, any of them follow the family patterns, any scholars, or social workers?

SC: Well one one's in public health, and the other is a social worker.

INTVWR: And so, with them out of the nest, what kind of activities, a little more, free time
perhaps? Do you enjoy other fruits of Burnaby living? So, yeah, | enjoy, again, the parks and I'm
in a hiking group and, you know, we do. do come to some of the Burnaby parks. We go to SFU
sometimes, Fraser foreshore, Deer Lake, Burnaby Lake, although so many trees are missing there.
00:34:00

INTVWR: Yes, yes. Any arts and cultural activities?

SC: Come to Shadbolt, enjoy that. Burnaby Village Museum. Yes of course.

INTVWR: Come here. What, what goes on at the Shadbolt that caught your attention?

SC: The opera, the lyric opera, and | guess some plays sometimes, and | went to that Pechakucha.
INTVWR: Oh, yes, Pechakucha.

SC: Yeah, a few years ago. That was fun.

INTVWR: Never actually been to one. I just know the word. Yeah. What, what, what are they?
People stand up and talk for 90 seconds or something?

SC: They talk. Well, no. I think they have seven minutes.
INTVWR: Seven minutes.

SC: Or something like that. So, they're kind of self -appointed, and they must be screened somehow
or other. I remember the stuff | saw was interesting. So, | mean, | try to stay on top of Burnaby
politics, such as they are, and put my two cents worth in about the parks and things like that.
00:35:00
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INTVWR: Mm-hmm, mm-hmm, the, and, and Simon Fraser University, related activities. Your
husband is still doing his career up there.

SC: Right, so the SFU Retired Retirees Association, Ted started along with two others, the hiking
group that I'm still part of, and so that's been going for 14 years.

INTVWR: Wow.
SC: Yeah, yeah, and | attend some of the activities of the SFU retirees. Yeah.

INTVWR: And just sort of from what you heard from your husband was a career at Simon Fraser
University, pretty decent career?

SC: Oh yeah.
INTVWR: Was that pleasing, more or less?

SC: Yeah, there's a lot of pressure as an academic, but he really loved teaching and he ended up
publishing several books, including one that he was able to finish in eighth edition shortly before
00:36:00 he died, so.

INTVWR: And were you able to join him on say sabbatical trips?

SC: Yeah, Mexico for six months. The other sabbaticals | think we just stayed around here. So
SFU, | don't think was particularly conscious of when they scheduled major exams like on Yom
Kippur. So I think there were some issues between Jewish profs and the administration. So, | don't
know what's happening with that now and also, yeah, the Hillel was a good place for students, just
because campuses are not that friendly to people who want to discuss Israel.

INTVWR: Oh, right, right.

SC: These days, there are Israel apartheid weeks where Jewish students just don't feel so
comfortable, so | think Hillel plays a really important role.

INTVWR: Mm-hmm, mm-hmm. 00:37:00 | mean, thinking back about, see, you're born in '47.
That's about the time when the state of Israel is created, and when you sort of think back over that,
I mean, can you sort of see patterns of attitudes towards Israel? Was that ever a big part of either,
you know, your family discussions? Was that an important element in your awareness, being
Jewish? Where, or is it too far away?

SC: No, well, I mean, people who say they're not anti-Semitic, but they're anti-Zionistic,
sometimes the two are just closer than they would ever realize. So, | think the bottom line is, you
know, can somebody support the State of Israel as a home for Jews, and, you know, and also
support the rights of Palestinians. 00:38:00 Palestinians, and my hope is for a two-state solution.
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But this is where things get really ticklish and people become very, whatever you want to call it.
The speeches, the speeches are not always pretty about Jewish people.

INTVWR: No, and imagine the opinions quite diverse over that and other political issues as well.
SC: Yeah, yeah.

INTVWR: And even among your friends in Burnaby who are just, just probably a diversity of
opinion on that.

SC: Oh, I agree yeah. Well, the joke is, if you have two Jews, you're gonna need three synagogues.

INTVWR: Oh, I’ve never heard that one. What other favorite things in Burnaby? Any favorite
foods you mentioned the latkes. Are there any traditional foods that you would like to buy?

SC: Well, you won't be able to buy latkes in Burnaby.
INTVWR: No, not at all. It's a homemade thing.

SC: Right.

INTVWR: You mentioned 00:39:00 Challah bread.
SC: Challah bread. Well, the —

INTVWR: It’s in some bakeries.

SC: Yes, you can get it in some bakeries. | know there's one in Metrotown, and they actually call
it Challah. So that's interesting.

INTVWR: What makes it different from other bread?

SC: Well, it's usually made with an egg and it's usually braided.
INTVWR: And it's just a long tradition in Jewish culture.

SC: Yeah, yeah.

INTVWR: The bread to eat.

SC: Eaten on the Sabbath.

INTVWR: Oh, it is? So, it's a ritual element to it as well.

SC: Yeah, you say a blessing and then you share the bread around.
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INTVWR: And how about other foods that might be Jewish? There are different kinds of borscht
| know that are Jewish.

SC: Well, you'd probably want to go to VVancouver for those, yeah.

INTVWR: One of my other contacts here said that Jewish people in Burnaby aren't quite as united
that they're a little more dispersed, is that your experience as well?

SC: Well, we could belong to different synagogues, 00:40:00 or to no synagogues, yeah. There is,
| think there might be a place, Mark Tsemak, did you get his name?

INTVWR: | don't think so.

SC: Okay, 'cause he started Red Square.
INTVWR: Oh, yes, yes.

SC: Red Square Bakery.

INTVWR: Yes, | had to process it.

SC: So, he had some Jewish type products for a while. He actually would get the round Challah
that we use at the time of the New Year, but | think he stopped doing that. But he makes a poppy
seed loaf, or he did. I haven't gone there for a while, but he'd be an interesting person to talk to.

INTVWR: Yeah, | actually read a little description of him in his business. He sounds really busy,
though.

SC: Okay.

INTVWR: Sounds hyper busy always. | don't know if he’d be available for an interview. And so,
and just sort of recently then, so, if you were to describe, you know, your daily kind of life in
Burnaby or from week to week, 00:41:00 what sorts of things do you get up to? | mean, just kind
of everyday sorts of activities or what do you do? If someone's looking back at this period and they
want to know, what do people do in their daily lives?

SC: Well, I work one day a week.
INTVWR: Okay. As a social worker?

SC: Right. Right. I like to garden. I'm still in a house that requires some effort. | see my kids who
live in Eagle Harbor. | joined Temple Sholom, so, | go there sometimes, and | joined the Jewish
Center, so | go there sometimes. Our pool situation is not good in Burnaby now, as you are
probably aware with Brown Pool -
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INTVWR: The swimming pool, yes.
SC: Being torn down, so. And I go, sometimes to Christine Sinclair Center to work out.

INTVWR: And now that the COVID sort of problems are somewhat behind us, but not completely,
are you back at the Shadbolt? Did you go to the odd live show? 00:42:00

SC: Yeah, well when there's something that interests me. Yeah.
INTVWR: And how about getting around? Are you a driver, transit user?

SC: I take transit whenever it makes sense. | won't use it at night, but I do take transit a lot. Actually,
I'll walk to Patterson and get on the Skytrain and sometimes take the R4. Yeah.

INTVWR: So that works out for you?
SC: Yeah.

INTVWR: | was also wondering when it comes to changing neighborhoods, one change which of
course is big but not quite as visible, as internet and computer linkages. Is that something that
impacted what you do during your day?

SC: Oh of course.

INTVWR: So, thinking back, 30 years, you know, what do you do differently now? You probably
don't go online, you didn't go online 30 years ago to check out.

SC: | probably wrote some letters. (laughing)

INTVWR: Oh, or more email and fewer handwritten written letters.

SC: Right.

INTVWR: 00:43:00 I'm sure that was huge also in scholarly work, that impacted -
SC: Oh, did I tell you the story of Ted's thesis?

INTVWR: Oh no.

SC: Okay, so he had it done on whatever it was, onion skin or whatever. He handwrote, | think he
either hand wrote it or had it typed, at any rate. He had one copy and he was going to catch the bus
to Detroit, and he had it on the back of his bicycle, or maybe he was going to the, to Xerox it,
whatever. He had it on the back of his bicycle. That's what he was doing, and going to Xerox it.
And there was just this huge lineup that he had to bypass of people taking the bus to Detroit.
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Anyway, there was a humongous wind that came up, blew his thesis out of the back of his bike,
and he just yelled out, “My thesis!” and in that kind of surrounding, everybody came running, and
everybody was gathering papers from far and wide, and in the end 00:44:00 he got all the pages
back.

INTVWR: Wow.

SC: So that's pre-computer.

INTVWR: Mmhmm, now it's like Ahhh! a hard drive crash.

SC: Right, right.

INTVWR: Unless it's stored in the cloud and you wouldn't have that problem at all. Changes in
Burnaby you've seen over the years. | mean you got here you see ‘77 and probably not as densely
populated.

SC: Right, yeah, more pressure on the parks lots of trees gone.
INTVWR: Higher buildings.

SC: Yeah, busy downtowns and Metrotown being too busy. Yeah those are the main changes and
a more diverse population.

INTVWR: You wouldn't have had Skytrain in 1977 either.
SC: No, '86, yeah.

INTVWR: So, some of the transportation has changed as well. Do you recall if you think back to
your first five years here or, were you 00:45:00 moving about a little bit more?

SC: Well, my first five years here were busy with Kids.
INTVWR: That's what I’m thinking.

SC: So, I wouldn't have taken transit too often. But | would have walked if | could have, you know
with the kids.

INTVWR: And did your kids, where did they play when they were really young?
SC: Well, we had a backyard.

INTVWR: You had a backyard.
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SC: Yeah.

INTVWR: | wonder how many Kids today don't have a backyard to play in. Did the parks do you
call it, like the parts of some old stumps still in it, were they kind of messy and scrubby and brushy,
was that?

SC: Well, I don't think they could swim in Deer Lake even then, but and I don't think we ice skated
there, but yeah we went to the, we would go to the parks. I mean, you know, they didn't love going
to parks unless it was a playground.

INTVWR: Oh, really? Oh.

SC: But later on, we got them more interested in -

INTVWR: 00:46:00 Mucking around in the dirt, and that sort of thing.
SC: Right.

INTVWR: And what other changes might we have? You said Metro Town was just an idea when
you moved in, and now that's huge, it's now sort of being called the downtown of Burnaby. And
do you think we need a downtown?

SC: No.

INTVWR: One of the, the town center idea was actually floated in the late 1960s, with the idea
that we would not create a single downtown of Burnaby. We'd spread it out a little bit. Even though
Metrotown was being envisioned the most important for the largest one, which probably a good
idea not to have that. But now we have Brentwood Center. | don't know if you've been by there
lately.

SC: Oh, sure. Yeah.

INTVWR: And how do you react to that now?
SC: It's pretty sterile.

INTVWR: Pretty, pretty big.

SC: And | know people don't like the architecture of the buildings, and there are too many 00:47:00
and too high. We don't seem to have limits on height like they do in other municipalities. Well,
certainly West, and North Van, don't have this kind of skyscraping towers.
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INTVWR: And so, what would you like to see then in the future of Burnaby, if you think, ah, 1
want this to be a town that my kids can grow up in or have families. What would be your wishes
for the future of this?

SC: Well, I know we need to provide housing, and I hope that can be done. | hope that we can
continue you know having a social conscience and you know | did | have noticed that there's an
effort to house the homeless yeah, I'm well aware of that. | would just like to see less pressure on
the parks for development. Let's just keep the parks as they are, and try to sustain them as best
00:48:00 we can.

INTVWR: Did you think when you first moved to Burnaby, that it was an affordable place to live
in?

SC: Yeah.
INTVWR: Has that changed over the years?

SC: Well, I mean I'm not a young person looking to buy a house, so | mean I'm okay but | know
that it's, it's not as easy to buy here now. Things are very expensive.

INTVWR: Let's see if | have any last sort of questions to follow here. | guess in general, 1 mean,
it sounds like you've enjoyed your years here in Burnaby, that by and large, it's worked out for you
quite well.

SC: Yeah.

INTVWR: Any thoughts if you were to write your memoirs on my life in Burnaby, what those
highlights might be, maybe even the low lights 00:49:00 | suppose?

SC: Well just living as a Jewish person in Burnaby requires some effort to connect with either
other Jewish people here, or with the Jewish community in VVancouver.

INTVWR: And then the connection again it's important to you, what it gives you a sense of like,
what does it give you a sense of?

SC: Well, a sense of connection with people with a common, common background.

INTVWR: Do you think some Jewish people might not need that connection, that is, that very as
well —

SC: Well certainly possible. Yeah, it's, it's been important for me, but some people might not need
it and some people probably don't, you know, choose to identify as Jewish and they are Jewish, so
it's certainly a variation.
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INTVWR: Very good. So, we've been going for quite a few minutes now. Anything 00:50:00 you
might like to add to, to our discussion?

SC: Well, I'm glad you're doing the project.
INTVWR: Yes, yes.
SC: And | appreciate the time you're putting into it.

INTVWR: Oh, thank you very much, yes. And we hope that it does help people to understand a
little bit better the diversity of people who live here and contribute to Burnaby. And in the future,
people looking back will be able to say, ah, yes. Many different people who make Burnaby what
itis ina good way, | would hope. So, Shirley, thank you very much for coming along and speaking
with us again.

SC: Oh, thank you Eric.

INTVWR: And we'll hopefully see you in the future again.
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